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PREFACE  /7^7 

TO  THE  ^IRST  VOLUME. 

THE  Evangelical  and  Armiman  Magazines  are  con- 
ducted by  an  union  of  many  minijiers^  among  whom 
are  men  of  leiiure,  learning,  charader,  and  influence.  The 
UniverfaliJPs  Mifcellany  was  undertaken  by  a  folitary  in- 
dividual>  whofe  only  credit  in  the  religious  world  is  that  of 
being  a  heretic^  becaufe  he  has  dared  to  believe  and  pro- 
claim, The  Rijiitution  of  all  things^  which  God  hath  fpoken 
hy  the  mouth  cf  all  his  holy  prophets^  Jince  the  world  began. 

Without  character,  without  connexion,  and  with  but  lit^ 
tic  leifure,  the  Editor  of  this  Work  has  ftruggled  through 
9ne  year.  He  has  met  with  difcouragements,  but  he  is 
not  intimidated;  with  contempt,  but  he  is  not  alhamed. 
Firmly  perfuaded  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe,  and  con- 
fcious  of  the  rcftitude  of  his  intentions,  he  ftands  collefted: 
not  repenting  that  he  has  attempted  to  juftify  the  divine 
charaAer  to  his  fellow  men,  nor  regretting  any  lofs  or  re- 
proach which  he  has  fuflbred  on  that  account.  Indeed, 
this  work  was  undertaken  in  the  full  profped  and  expefta- 
tion  of  every  difcouragement  which  has  occurred.  No  pe- 
cuniary emolument,  or  increafe  of  credit,  were  expefted 
bj  it :  and  none  of  either  have  arifen  from  it. 

We  have  already  given  better  paper  and  print  than  any 
other  periodical  work,  and  half  a  Iheet  more  of  letter-prels 
than  fome  others,  to  each  number.  But  the  largenels  of 
our  type  has  prevented  us  feom  embracing  that  number  of 
obje^s  which  we  at  firft  intended.  Our  next  Volume  will 
be  in  a  fmsLller  type,  but  fufficiently  clear  to  make  it  plea- 
fent  to  the  eye.  In  this  alteration  we  propofe  an  advan- 
tage to  our  readers,  as  it  will  enable  us  to  prefent  tliem 
with  a  greater  quantity  of  matter. 

It  is  with  pleafure  we  inform  the  public  that  the  number 
of  our  Correfpondents  is  increafing ;  and  we  return  our 
thanks  to  them  in  general  for  their  afliflance  already  given, 
and  requeft  the  continuance  of  it.  If  we  have  not  yet  in- 
fcrted  fome  of  their  pieces,  the  largenefs  of  our  type  is  the 
reaibn,  and  not  any  negleft  of  their  favours. 

We  do  not  fee  why  the  Univerfalifts  may  not  produce,  a 
monthly  publication,  that  Ihall  be  as  well  worthy  of  the 
notice  of  the  public  as  that  of  any  other  body  of  Chrif- 
tians.  We  are  confident  that  thg-e  are  men  of  piety, 
learning,  and  leifure,  in  the  univerfal  fentiment.  A  few  ' 
fuch  have  given  their  alfiftance ;  we  folicit  the  help  of 
others. 

It 


PHEFACl^. 

It  is  With  gratitude  to  the  Father  of  Mercies  that  Mre 
learn  fome  real  good  has  been  done  by  our  attempts  in  the 
laft  vear.  It  is  this  that  gives  us  encouragement  to  pro-» 
ceed ;  for  the  welfare  of  mankind  is  the  ftrongeft  objeft 
which  can  animate  the  heart  of  a  good  man ;  and  while 
we  in  any  meafure  contribute  to  this,  we  think  ourfelves 
amply  rewarded  for  our  labours. 

We  are  attempting  to  open  a  correfpondence  tvith  the 
Univerfalifts  in  America,  •  where  the  dodrine  is  rapidly 
fpreading.  When  we  receive  any  anfwers  to  our  enquiries, 
we  will  lay  them  before  our  readers. 

As  the  prefcnt  age  is  charafterifed  by  the  prevalence  of 
Infidelity^  we  wifh  to  contribute  our  mite  towards  witli- 
ftanding  that  enormity.  We  fhall  be  able  next  year  to 
infcrt  fome  valuable  pieces  in  defence  of  Revelation,  which 
we  hope  will  have  a  due  efFeft  upon  the  minds  of  our 
readers,  particularly  the  vounger  part  of  them,  for  whom 
we  are  mVich  concerned,  that  they  may  know,  love  and 
ferve  the  God  of  their  fathers,  and  be  kept  unfpotted  from 
the  world ;  but  we  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  our  beft  en^ 
deavours  to  ferve  the  rifing  generation,  will  in  a  great  mea- 
fure be  rendered  inefFedual,  unlefs  parents  and  mailers  of 
families  will  fecond  them  by  their  pra/Iice;  for  the  moft 
convincing  of  all  arguments  in  defence  of  truth,  is  the  holi- 
nefs  of  its  profeflbrs. 

Convinced  as  we  are,  that  our  views  of  the  Divine  Cha- 
lafter  are  naturally  produftive  of  peace>  humility,  and  uni- 
verfal  benevolence,  we  are  happy  to  find  that  the  greater 
part  of  our  friends  evidence  the  trutli  of  our  conviAion  by 
their  conduft.  If  any  of  them  aft  otherwife,  we  do  not 
hefitate  thus  publicly  to  fay,  that  we  eileem  them  not  «rs 
our  friends,  nor  as  the  friends  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

At  the  requeft  of  feveral  of  our  Correfpondents,  we  fhall 
next  year  allot  two  or  three  pages  at  the  end  of  our  pam- 
phlet for  monthly  occurrences,  both  foreign  and  domefUc  : 
perhaps  this  will  be  enough  for  many  of  our  reader^,  who 
may  wifh  to  have  a  brief  view  of  the  times,  without  the 
trouble  and  ofpence  of  frequently  confulting  newfpapers. 

The  friendly  hints  of  our  Correfpondents,  relative  to  any 
future  improvement  of  our  Mifcellany,  will  be  attended  to. 

We  have  added  an  Errata  and  an  Index  to  the  end  of  the 
Volume. 

0 

December  28,  1797. 
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To  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller,  of  Kettering^  Nortbamp^ 

lonflnre. 
Sir,, 

SOME  time  ago  a  friend  put  the  Evangelical 
Magaz:  ?  for  September,  17959  into  my  hand, 
in  looking  over  which  I  found,  that  in  anfwer  to 
the  rcqueft  of  Brightonenfis,  concerning  the  Ettrnity 
of  HeH  Torments,  you  brought  forward  a  letter  writ- 
ten to  mc  on  February  14,  1793,  on  account  of  my 
having  avowed  the  Reftitution  of  all  Things  through 
Chrift  Jefus^  The  poftfcript  to  the  above  letter 
mentions,  that  you  have  never  received  an  anfwer 
to  it.  I  hereby  acknowledge  I  received  that  letter 
from  you,  and  that  I  never  anfwered  it.  I  alfo  take 
this  occafion  to  thank  you  for  writing  to  me,  and 
take  it  as  a  pro(^  of  your  efteem  for  me. 

There  were  two  reafons  why  I  did  not  anfwer  you : 
one  was  the  number  of  letters  which  I  received  on 
my  change  of  fentiment.  My  time  would  not  per- 
mit me  to  write  mucb>  as  I  generally  preached  from 
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fix  to  eight  times  in  a  week,  and  if  1  had  anfwercd 
one  or  two  of  my  friends,  others  would  have  faid 
that  I  had  not  anfwcred  themy  I  therefore  anfwercd 
none. 

The  other  reafon  was  my  natural  loyc  of  peace, 
which  made  me  wilh  to  avoid  all  controverfy  with 
my  former  connexions,  whom  1  highly  refpefted, 
notwithftanding  they  had  publicly  excluded  me  from 
their  communion,  merely  for  my  fentiments,  without 
giving  mc  a  hearing.  And  probably  I  (hould  never 
have  anfwercd  you  at  all,  had  you  not  made  your 
letter  to  me  thus  public.  Though  1  have  more  than 
once  been  informed  by  friends,  that  your  having 
written  to  me,  and  my  not  having  aiifwcred,  was 
no  fecret  in  the  circle  of  your  acquaintance^  yet  my 
love  of  peace  impofed  filence  upon  me.  I  now  think 
myfelf  called  upon  publicly  to  give  you  fome  rea- 
fons  why  I  believe  and  preach  God's  univerfal  and 
efficacious  love  to  men- 

You  fay  you  have  obferved  me  to  be  of  a  fpecu- 
lative  turn  of  mind.  If  by  this  you  mean  that  I  did 
not  difcover  a  difpofition  to  take  the  the  aflertions  of 
men  as  the  rule  of  my  faith,  I  own  I  am  afpecula- 
tor;  and  T  think  the  fcriptures  make  it  my  duty  fo 
to  be.  Buy  the  truth  and  fell  it  noty  fays  one  facred 
writer.  Prove  all  things^  hold  f aft  that  which  is  gooJ^ 
fays  another;  and  our  gracious  Lord  commands 
that  we  fearch  the  Scriptures.  But  if  you  mean  that 
I  have  difcovered  any  want  of  refpeft  to  the  facred 
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writings,  or  have  not  fubmitted  implicitly  to  their 
diftates  in  every  thing,  fo  far  as  I  have  underftood 
their  meaning,  I  fhall  think  the  charge  heavy  in- 
deed.    For  God  is  my  wirncfs  I  always  reverenced 
his  word,  even  from  my  childhood;  but  fincc  the 
time  that  1  had  the  firft. experience  of  his  forgiving 
love  upon  my  foul,  I  have  efteemed  it  above  all 
riclies  and   honours.     To  me  it  feems,  that  one  of 
the  higheft  inftances  of  regard  I  ever  gave  to  the 
3ible,  was  by  daring  to  aflert  the  dodrine  of  the 
'Reftitution  of  all  Things,  which  God  hath  (pofcen 
by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets   fince   the 
world  began.  Ads  iii.  2i.     And  this  I  did  at  the  ri/k 
of  all  the  temporal  good  that  I  poffeffcd,  and  at  the 
rifk  of  lofing  the  efteem  and  friendlhip  of  my  bre- 
thren in  the  miniftry,  which  I  can  truly  fay  I  prized 
more  than  any  thing,  truth  excepted. 

You  wifti  1  had  read  Dr.  Edwards  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  of  endlefs  mifery,  before  I  had  avowed  my  (en- 
tinwnts.  You  have  your  wifli,  Sir:  1  had  read  him 
twice  before  I  opened  my  lips  to  controvert  his  mif- 
reprcfentation  of  the  chara<fter  of  that  God,  whofe 
vature  is  love;  and,  at.  the  requeft  of  a  much  efteem- 
ed friend,  was  reading  him  again,  when  I  received 
your  letter;  and  if  I  had,  even  then^  feen  any  real 
weight  in  the  Do(5tor*s  arguqients,  I  would  have  re- 
canted, as  openly  as.  ever  I  profeffed  the  Univerfal 
dodrine;  and  however  humbling  fuch  a  recantation 
may  be  thought,  yet  I  (hould  not  have  been  without 
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great  examples.  I  could  have  pleaded  the  retrac- 
tions of  St.  Auftin,  an  authority  which  my  Calvinift 
brethren  would  not  have  defpifed.  And  I  declare 
even  now,  though  I  have  preached  the  doArine  with 
fome  fuccefs  for  four  years,  yet  would  I  give  it  up 
to-morrow,  if  convinced  of  its  error.  But  if  there 
be  nothing  better  to  be  faid,  than  what  is  to  be  found 
in  Dr.  Edwards's  piece,  I  do  not  expeft  ever  to  re- 
ceive that  convidion. 

I  grant  *  that  it  is  a  ferious  matter,  that  wc  err  not 
in  our  miniftrations.*  But  are  we  to  take  it  for 
granted,  that  all  truth  has  been  in  poffeffion  of  our 
forefathers,  and  that  we  have  nothing  more  to  do, 
than  receive  their  fentiments,  and  pay  implicit  obe- 
dience to  them?  I  know  you  do  not  think  fo.  You 
have  in  fome  inftances  dared  to  differ  from  great  and 
good  men,*  even  of  your  own  denomination,  and  I 
cfteem  you  for  it;  as  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  dif- 
fered not  from  the  love  of  Angularity,  much  lef$ 
from  the  love  of  fin,  but  from  the  love  of  truth. 
Yet  how  cafy  would  it  be  for  a  good  man,  who  la- 
ments your  departure  from  opinions  which  he  deems 
orthodox,  to  remind  you,  *  it  is  a  very  ferious  matter 
that  you  do  not  err  in  your  miniftrations ;  as  error  in 
a  minifter  may  affedt  the  eternal  falvation  of  many.* 
Your  anfwer  to  fuch  a  man,  (which  I  am  fure  would 
be  both  honeft  and  fenfible)  may  be  confidercd  as  my 
^fwer  to  you. 

I  caanot  help  thinking,  that  the  qucftions  you  aik 
:  "  mc 
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roe  in  your  letter,  difcover  you  to  be  but  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  fubjedt.  Otherwife  I  cannot  ac- 
count for  a  man  of  your  ftrong  mental  powers  alking 
whether, 

Firft,  My  change  of  fentiment  has  not  arifen  from 
an  idea  of  endlefs  punilhment  being  in  it/elf  unju&.} 

Secondly,  Whether  the  genius  of  the  fentiment 
be  not  oppofite  to  that  of  every  other  fentiment  in 
the  Bible  ? 

Thirdly,  Whether  my  miniftrations,  on  this  prin- 
ciple, will  not  favour  of  his,  who  taught  our  firft  pa- 
rents, ye  (hall  not  furely  die  ? 

It  would  have  been  eafy  for  you  to  have  aikcd  a 
hundred  more  queftions  of  a  fimilar  kind,  and  to 
have  rcafoned  upon  them,  as  you  have  upon  the 
above.  And  it  would  be  eafy  for  me  to  fliew,  that 
fuch  queftions  have  no  relation  to  the  dodrine  of 
the  Reftoration,  any  more  than  to  that  of  eledion. 
Suffer  me  to  tell  you,  worthy  Sir,  that  the  queftion 
is  not  whether  endlefs  puniftiment  is  in  itfclf  juft; 
but  whether  God  has  any  where  in  his  word  threat- 
ened any  defcrlption  of  fmners  with  it.  I  am  bold 
to  (ay  he  has  not  fo  done.  But  if  you,  or  any  other 
man,  can  prove  that  he  has,  I  will  then  openly  re- 
traft  my  affertion,  and  humbly  aik  pardon  of  God, 
and  his  Church,  for  having  faid  the  contrary.  My 
feaibnsare  as  follow: 

I.  The   Englilh  reader  may  obferve,  that  the 
words  which  thp  Scriptures  ufe,  by  which  to  exprefs 

the 
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the  duration  of  future  mifery,  do  not  necejarily  mean 
cndlefs,  for  they  are  all  of  them  applied  to  things 
that  have  ended,  or  mud  end.  As,  everlafting  in 
Gen.  chap.  xvii.  ver.  7,  8,  and  13.  Here  the  land 
'of  Canaan  is  called,  an  everlafiing  poflcflion,  and  the 
covenant  of  circumcifion,  an  evcrlajling  covenant ; 
4)ut  will  any  body  infer  from  hence,  that  the  land  of 
Canaan  will  not  be  burnt  up  at  the  conflagration  ? 
or  that  circumcifion  will  be  praftifed  to  endlefs  ages? 
We  may  remember  here,  that  the  everlajllng  covenant 
of  circumcifion  is,  in  the  New  Tcftament,  declared 
to  be  abrogated. 

The  fame  word  is  ufed  of  the  hills,  Gen.  xlix. 
25,  and  of  the  Aaronical  priefthood,  Exod.  xl.  15^  • 
and  of  the  yearly  faft  of  expiation,  Lev.  xvi.  34. 
And  yet  the  everlafting  hills  (hall  be  diflblved;  and 
our  Lord  has  changed  the  tverlafiing  cuftoms  that 
Mofes  delivered.     I  could  add  many  more  places. 

For  ever.  Jonah  was  in  the  whale's  belly  for  even 
Jonah  ii,  6, 

The  leprofy  of  Naaman  was  to  cleave  to  Gehazt 
and  his  feed  for  ever^  2  Kings  v.  27.  And  Reho- 
beam  might  have  made  the  Ifraelites  his  fervants^or 
ev€r^  which  can  mean  only  during  his  life,  or  theirs 
at  moft.  I  might  add  above  fifty  more  places  where 
fcr  ever  muft  be  taken  in  a  limited Cenk. 

For  ever  and  ever.  Even  this  phrafc  is  \ifcd  in  a 
limited  fcnfe,  Ifa.  xxx.  8.  Here  is  mention  made  of 
H  book  which  is  to  laft/or  ever  and  ever ;  yet  at  the 

conflagratioa 
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conflagration  all  books  will  be  burnt.     And  in  Jer, 
vii.  7.  the  land  of  Canaan  is  faid  to  be  given  to  the 
fathers  of  the  Jews  ^or  ever  and  ever ;  and  again,  J<r.  • 
XXV.  5.     Yet  the  Jews  have  been  many  ages  caft  out* 
of  the  land,  and  if  ever  they  are  reftored  to  it  again» 
they  cannot  poffefs  it  endlefsly. 

As  for  the  word  eternal;  it  is  the  fame  in  Hebrew 
and  Greek,  that  we  tranflate  everlafting,  and  there- 
fore of  the  fame  fignification,v  our  tranflating  it 
fomctimes  eternal,  will  afford  no  argument  for  affix- 
ing the  idea  of  endlefs  duration  to  it.  Now  if  the 
above  words  arc  ufed  in  a  limited  fenfe  in  Scripture^ 
as  we  have  feen,  they  cannot  necejfarily  convey  the 
ideaiof  endlefs  duration.  It.  follows,  therefore*  that 
the  dodrine  of  endlefs  puniftiment  cannot  be  proved 
from  the  ufe  of  thefe  words.    . 

If  it  be  objected  that  the  Scripture  ufes  the  fame 
words  to  exprefs  the  happinefs  of  the  faints,  and  even . 
the  duration  of  Gody  (which  is  granted)  both  of 
which  niuft  be  endlefs,  (which  is  alfo  granted)  then 
it  will  follow,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  having  ufed  the 
fame  words  to  exprofs  both  limited  and  unlimited 
duration,  the  fulyeSi  only  can  determine  in  which  fenfe 
they  are  always  to  be  taken. 

But  it  is  contended,  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
taken  in  an  endlefs  fenfe  when  connefted  with  future 
puoifhment ;  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
fiat  fubjcft,  which  can  be  given  as  a  reafon  why  it 
flx>uMbe  of  endlefs  duration. 

It 
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It  is  evident  that  the  rcafon  which  is  gciTierally 
given,  why  it  fliould  be  endlcfs,  is  not  fcriptural,  viz. 

*  Becaufe  when  the  wicked  are  fentenced  to  their  pu- 

*  nifliment  all  temporal  things  fl-jall  be  at  an  end. 

*  Time  itfelf,  ages,  periods  and  difpenfations,  fliall 

*  have  ceafed/ 

If  fo,  it  fliould  follow,  that  there  is  nothing  but 
proper  eiernify,  in  which  to  execute  the  puniftiment 
of  the  wicked.  But,  I  would  afk,  are  not  day  and 
night  portions  of  time?  And  do  we  not  meafure 
ages,  periods,  and  difpcnfations,  by  the  revolutions 
of  day  and  night  ?  Now,  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  even  of 
fuch  who  worfliip  the  bead  and  his  image,  they  ftiall 
have  no  reft  day  nor  nighty  Rev.  xiv.  1 1,  Their  pu- 
nifliment  is  alfo  faid  to  be  t^  aiuft^  mttvuf,  for  ever  and 
ever,  or  rather  to  the  age  of  ages.  And  however 
long  this  age  of  ages  may  endure,  yet  day  and  night 
are  mentioned  as  exifting  with  it,  confequently  thefe 
ages  will  all  pifs  away,  before  day  and  night  come  to 
an  end,  which  I  underftand  they  will  do,  Job.  xxvi. 
lo,  when  he  that  fittcth  upon  the  throne  ftiall  have 
made  all  things  new,  when  the  earth  ftiall  have  no 
more  fea,  and  confequently  there  will  be  no  need  of 
bounds  fet  to  the  waters  of  it  as  now,  and  there  will 
be  no  more  death  among  men,  neither  crying  nor 
forrow,  nor  any  more  pain,  for  the  former  things 
ftiall  be  paffed  away.  Compare  the  above  paflage  in 
Job  with  Rev.  xxi.  i — 5,  and  verfe  25. 

II.  Befidc  which,  I  can  but  .think,  that  I  meet 

with 
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With  promifes  of  an  univerfal  refioration ;  and  that  I 
plainly  fee  there  are  thnes^  not  tnerely  a  time  in  the 
fingular,  but  perio4s,  yea  ages,  to  perform  it  in. 
For  the  myftery  of  the  will  of  God,  which  he  hath 
purpofed  in  himfelf,  is,  that  in  the  difpenfation  of 
the /«/«(/}  of  times,  he  might  gather  together  in  one 
all  rhings  in  Chrift,  both  which  are  in  heaven^  and 
which  are  in  earth,  even  in  him* 

The  word  oKua^aJ^attfcraa^,  rendered  gather  together 
in  one,  figmfies  to  re-colled,  and  arrange  under  one 
head,  as  fcattered  foldiers  under  a  general,  and  is 
beautifully  expreffive  of  the  accompliibment  of  that 
purpofe  of  the  Father  before  mentioned,  when  alt 
in  heaven,  and  in  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  ihalt 
bow  the  knee  to  our  Jefus,  and  confefs  that  he  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

Though  there  are  xf^f  times^  fixed  in  the  Divine 
purpofe  for  this  great  work  of  the  Mediator,  the 
cxa6t  number  of  thefe  times  is  not  exprefled;  but 
what  I  would  notice  is,  that  there  is  a  fulnefs  of 
them,  and  that  this  fulnefs  is  only  bounded  by  the^ 
gathering  together  of  a/l  things  in  Chrift:  con- 
fequently,  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  retain  and  cxcr* 
dfc  his  mediatorial  power,  till  this  great  work  is 
done.  For  it  hath  plcafed  the  Father  that  in  him 
Ihould  all  fulnefs  dwell,  that  having  made  peace  by 
the  blood  of  his  crofs,  he  might  reconcile  all  things 
to  himfelf,  whether  they  be  things  in  eanh,  or  things 
«  heaven.  Col.  i.  19. 
.yoL.I.  C  The 
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The  ftme  thii^  I  undtrftand  is  meant  by  Cbrift'i 
frntdi^gdown  M  rule  and  all  authority  and  power] 
putting  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  fubduing  all 
things  unto  himfelf^  which>  when  he  hath  done,  bis 
fnediatorial  reign  (hall  end,  and  he  (hall  deliver  up 
the  kingdom  to  God  even  the  Father,  that  God  may 
htM^aU.    f  Cor.  XV.  24<^t 8. 

Whatever  the  blcfled  God  a;tfi  to  all  his  creature* 
before  fin  took  place,  and  rent  them  from  him,  that^ 
fltt  A^lff,  baJMi  be  to  them  again,  before  Chrift  hath 
finilbod  hii  glorbus  work ;  for  he  was  manifefted  to 
deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  Surely,  Sir,  you 
will  not  blame  me,  as  thinking  I  Scribe  too  muck 
tb  Chrift.  I  know  you  love  to  glorify  the  Saviour^ 
I  lovfe  to  do  fo  too«  And  I  fmcerely  think  that  the 
above  Scriptures,  and  many  othen  which  I  coukl 
memian,  oi^t,  in  honour  to  Cfarift,  to  be  taken 
lOChekfuUeft  fenfe. 

You  4«e  that  wy  view  of  the  Reftoration  doth  not 
5)ppofe  that  Mt  win  be  eifefted  independent  of  the 
death  of  Cbrifti'  for  tt  is  founded  exprefsly  on  the 
blood  of  his  cro6,  which  was  (hed  that  be  might  ie<» 
concile  sU  ihingt  to  the  Father^ 

As  for  pufiifliment,  of  aH  dcf  roes  aad  duration,  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  roediatoriai  work,  and  that  its 
foundation  i$  nterejf^  as  is  intimated  in  James  ii«  15* 
^  For  he  fliall  have  jisd^meiit  without  mercy,  who 
hath  feewed  no  mercy,  and  mercy  rQoieeth  againft 
judgment/  And  in  Pfa.  IxU.  u.  f  Alfo  unto  thee,  O 

Loid^ 
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Lmd,  belongeth  mircyiyfor  Thou  rendenfi  totveryman 
according  to  bis  works*  In  which  latter  paflage  Chrift 
b  reprefentcd  as  univcrfal  judge,  and  even  in  that 
awful  charader,  he  will  proceed  on  the  ground  qf 
mercy.  I. can  but  therefore  think,  there  is  a  merciful 
design  in  all  puni(hment,  and  that  mercy  (hall  (hi^t 
up  and  clofe  the  fcci>e  of  all  God's  works.  For  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever,  for  his  mercy  endurcth  for 
ever,  &C,  &c. 

(To  be  continued  in  our  next) 

SOME  ACCOUN  T  OF  JEREMIAH  WHITE, 

fVriter  of  a  Book  on  the  Reftoration  of  all  Things. 

JEREMIAH  WHITE,  A.  M.  was  fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  Ca^ibridge,  and  afterwards 
Preacher  to  the  Council  of  State,  and'  houfehold 
Chaplain  to  Oliver  CromwelK  He  lived  privately  after 
the  reftoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  without  ever 
undertjiking  any  paftoral  charge.  His  converfation 
was  very  facetious,  and  much  valued  by  fome  per-^ 
Ions  of  rank  and  figure.  He  died  in  1707,  aged  78. 
It  docs  not  appear  that  he  puhliOied  any  thing  dur- 
ing his  life-time,  but  a  funeral  fermon  for  Mr.  Fran- 
cis Fuller:  but  after  his  death  a  treatife  of  his  was 
publifhed,  intitlcd,  ^  A  perfuafive  to  Moderation  an4 
Forbearance  in  Love  among  the  divided  Forms  of 
Chriftians/  I  have  never  feen  this  work,  but  from 
the  title  of  it  (hould  infer,  that  Mr.  White  lived 
under  the  influence  of  th^t  doftrine  of  lovSf  in  dc^ 
fCBCt  of  which  he  has  fo  ably  written. 

Ci  The 
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The  treatife  of  his  on  the  Reftoration  of  all  Things 
was  publifhed  about  five  years  after  his  deceafe,  viz. 
1712,  and  has  gone  through  three  editions.  He 
writes  indeed  upon  the  Predeftinarian  Hypothefis,  as 
clearly  appears  by  many  paflages  in  his  book ;  but 
as  he  connects  the  Reftoration  with  Eleftion,  and 
confiders  the  latter  as  intended  to  introduce  the  for- 
mer, confequently  the  tremendoufly  dreadful  doftrine 
of  Reprobation  is  dropt,  as  unworthy  of  the  Divine 
charader,  cruel  towards  the  creature,  and  not  capable 
of  being  fupported  from  Scripture. 

The  occafion  of  his  firft  thinking  of  the  univerfal 
doArine  was  remarkable.  It  is  faid,  that  when  he 
was  at  the  univerfity,  and  had  ftudicd  all  the  fchemes 
of  divinity,  he  could  not  from  any,  or  from  all  of 
them  together,  find  that  God  was  love,  as  the  Scrip- 
tures declare  him  to  be.  This  put  him  into  a  great 
diffatisfaftion  and  perplexity  of  mind,  from  which  he 
could  no  way  extricate  himfelf ;  but  it  grew  upon 
him  till  it  threw  him  into  a  fit  of  ficknefs  of  fo  dan- 
gerous a  nature,  that  there  was  no  hope  of  his  reco- 
very; but  in  it,  at  the  worft,  he  had  abeam  of  Di- 
vine grace  darted  into  his  foul,  with  a  fudden,  warm 
and  lively  impreflion,  which  gave  him  immediately 
a  new  fet  of  thoughts  concerning  God  and  his  works, 
and  the  way  of  his  dealing  with  his  offending  crea- 
tures, which,  as  they  became  the  rule  and  flandard  of 
all  his  thoughts  and  meafures  of  things  afterwards, 
fo  they  gave,  in  particular,  the  occafion  of  his  writ- 
ing 
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ing  upon  the  Rcftoration.  This  experience  of  Mr, 
White  is  not  altogether  without  a  parallel,  as  the 
writer  of  this  article,  when  young,  and  under  the 
moft  lively  impreffion  of  Divine  love  to  himfelf,  had 
a  long  and  feverc  trial  upon  his  mind,  arifingfrom 
the  horror  of  the  thought  that  any  of  the  human 
race  (hould  be  endlefsly  damned,  which  he  could 
not  reconcile  to  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  which 
arofe  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  was  apprehenfivc 
at  times  it  would  impair  his  rationality.  He  wis 
at  laft  in  good  meafure  delivered  by  a  deep  and  in- 
ward perfuafion,  that  Infinite  Love  would  find  fomc 
unknown  way  to  (hew  itfclf  to  all  its  intelligent 
creatures.  - 

It  fecms,  that  during  the  perfecution  which  the 
diffenters  experienced  under  Charles  the  Second, 
Mr.  White,  with  great  pains  and  ex  pence,  had  made 
a  colleftion  of  their  futferings^  which  contained  an 
account  of  the  ruin  of  many  thoufaud  families  in  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  feverities  of  the 
times.  No  doubt  but  he  meant  to  print  this,  that 
perfecutors  might  be  made  afhamed  of  the  cruelty 
and  injuftice  of  their  aftions.  And  when  James  the 
Second  came  to  the  crown,  and  had  given  liberty  of 
confcience  to  the  diffenters,  he  had  ftrong  felicita- 
tions to  publifh  it :  fome  of  James's  agents  waited 
upon  him  with  confiderable  offers  to  induce  him  to 
it :  but  it  appearing  that  their  intention  was  only 
fo  fcrvc  the  caufc  of  popery  (which  James  was  at- 
tempting 
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tffnpting  to  eftablifii)  by  vilifying  the  church  of 
England,  Mr.  White  ftcadily  rcfufcd  their  offers, 
and  probably  deftroyed  his  papers,  as  they  have  never 
fcen  the  light.  In  this  circumftance  his  chara<5ler 
appears  to  great  advantage,  as  it  (hews  him  to  have 
been  fuperior  to  that  princi[de  which  moft  men  are 
governed  by,  *nd  which  is  (o  very  grateful  to  the 
buman  mind,  viz.  doing  evil  for  evil.  On  the  coa- 
trary,  like  a  true  difciple  of  the  merciful  Jefus,  he 
did  good  for  evil;  and  is  faid  to  have  received  the 
thanks  of  fome  of  the*  leading  men  of  the  eftablifli- 
ment  at  the  time. 

Dr.  Calamy,  who  mentions  the  above  circum- 
ftance with  approbation,  adds  a  cenfure  on  our  au- 
thor's book  upon  the  Reftoration,  faying,  *  it  is  per. 
fed  Origenifm;  too  unfcriptural,  too  venturefomc 
an  hypothefis  to  be  depended  on  with  fafcty/  But 
how  the  name  of  Origen  (hould  difgrace  the  Uni- 
▼erfal  dodrine,  is  bard  to  fay;  it  is  well  known  that 
be  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  and  laborious  Fathers 
of  the  Greek  Church.  I  own  I  think  his  name  does 
bonour  to  the  Univerfal  caufi?,  of  which  he  was  a 
known  and  zealous  defender* 

And  as  for  the  fcheme  being  unfcriptural,  and 
vcnturefome,  let  tbofe  who  think  fo  prove  it,  which 
it  is  concieived  they  have  not  yet  done.  W.  V^   . 

F*  S.  Mr*  White  alfo  wrote  an  excellent  preface 
to  Mr*  Peter  Stcrrcy*s  Rife,  R;3ice  and  Royalty  of  the 
Kin^piom  of  Chrift  in  the  Soul.    Printed  16S3. 

Js 
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Jk  V)t  h4tve  pmmfid  our  Readin,  fitquMfy  toprefeni 
them  with  a  new  Tranjlation  of  fome  fekSl  Portion  of 
the  Oid  Tefiamenty  from  the  Hebrew ^  we  Jhall  heffm 
with  the  53^/  of  Ifaiah. 
Verfe 
\.  TTyTHO  bath  been  made  to  rely  upon  our 
W     tidings? 
And  the  arm  of  Jehovah^  coQceming  wkocn  b  it 
uncovered? 
2.  For  like  a  young  twig  he  thall  grow  up  before 
dieir  faces. 
Even  like  a  root  from  a  parched-ibtl. 

t  a 

He  hath  no  form  or  beauty,  that  we  ihould  re«^ 

gaid  him« 
And  hath  no  appearance,  that  we  (hould  earheftly 
defire  him. 
3«  He  is  reproached  and  fbrfaken  of  men; 

4 

A  man  df  forrows  and  acqtrainted  with  inBrmityc 
As  (one)  hiding  (his)  face  from  us. 
He  was  reproached^  for  we  coniid«red  him  not* 
4*  Verily^  our  infirmities,  he  took  up. 

And  our  forrows,  he  carried  them. 

But  we,  wretched,  confidered  himftricken, 

Simtten  of  God,  and  affiifted. 

5.  But  he  was  repeatedly  pierced  for  our  tranf^ef- 

hOss, 

Was  crulhed  for  our  iniquities. 

The 
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The  corredlion  caufing  our  peace,  was  upon  himi 

6 

And  by  his  wounds  we  are  reftored. 

6.  The  whole  of  us  like  (heep  have  ftrayed, 
(Each)  man  his  own  way  hadi  turned; 

And  Jehovah  hath  caufed  to  light  upon  him 
The  iniquity  of  us  all. 

7.  It  is  exafted,  and  he  is  anfwerable; 
But  he  will  not  open  his  mouth. 

Like  a  lamb  to  the  iflaughter,  he  (hall  be  led. 
And  as  an  ewe  before  her  (hearers  is  dumb. 
Thus  he  will  not  open  his  mouth. 

8.  From  civil  reftraint,  andfromjudgment,heis  taken; 

8 
And  of  his  generation,  who  (hall  meditate  deeply? 

Becaufe  he  is  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living. 

For  the  tranfgreflion  of  my  people,  the  ftrokc  of 

death  is  upon  him* 

9.  And  he  will  appoint  with  the  unjuft  his  fepulchre; 

But  with  the  wealthy  he  (hall  be  in  his  death. 

Although  he  had  hot  done  wrong. 

And  deceit  is  not  in  his  mouth ; 

9 

10.  Yet  it  pleafeth  Jehovah  tocru(h  him  with  infirmity. 

IQ 

If  he  (hall  caufe  his  life  to  be  appointed  a  propi< 

tiatory  facrifice. 
He  (hall  behold  a  feed,  he  (hall  caufe  their  days  to 

be  prolonged; 
And  the  delight  of  Jehovah  (hall  profpcr  in  his 

hand. 

n.Of 
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fu  Of  the  afflidtve  labour  of  his  life  he  (hall  behold. 
He  (hall  be  fatisfied. 

With  his  knowledge  he  (hall  caufe  juftification. 
My  fervant  caufing  juftification  to  the  multitudes,' 
For  their  iniquities  he  (bail  bear  away. 

i2«  Therefore  I  will  divide  for  him  among  the  mul^ 
titudes. 
And  with  the  mighty  he  (hall  divide  the  prey  ; 
Becaufethat  he  hath  uncovered untodeath,  his  life. 
And  with  the  tranfgreflbrs  he  was  numbered. 
And  the  deviations  of  multitudes  he  bare  away. 
And  for  tranfgreflbrs  he  (hall  make  interceffion. 

The  figures  in  the  text  refer  to  the  marginal  notes*  Thust 
No.  I,  No  fplendour  of  (hape.  No.  2,  Glory.  No.  3,  Behold, 
look  at,  underftand.  No. 4,  Wounded  mind.  No.  5,  Carried 
as  a  burden.  No.  6»  Confociation ;  likewife  fpots,  wounds» 
bniiies,  tffat  run  into  each  other.  No.  1,  Meet.  No.  8.  Pro-i 
bably  it  means,  that  but  very  few  of  that  generation  fhall  think 
aright  on  the  fufferin^  of  Chrift.  No.  9.  Wounds.  No.  10» 
If  he  will  make  his  life  liable  to  punifliment. 


T.A.  T 


Dmeftic  AffiSions  a  trm  Soura  of  Vhrtui. 

WITH  A  TALE  BY  A  FAEMER. 

THE  man  who  in  his  youth  has  the  feelings  pro- 
per to  a  fon  and  a  brother,  and  in  future  life 
thofe  of  a  hulband  and  a  father,  is  poffcfled  of  prin- 
Vol.  L  D  ciples. 


ciples,  which,  if  broiJght  into  aflion,  will  enable  Bito 
to  perform  evay  focial  duty  of  life,  in  an  honourable 
and  ufeftil  way. 

I  have  been  led  tx>  think  thus,  fixwn  obfcrvation  on 
the  manner  in  which  my  own  mind  has  afted,  from 
tnyearlieft  remembrance.  For  When  but  a  boy,  if  I 
faw  a  very  aged  man,  I  refpefted  him,  becaufe  my 
grandfaAer  was  an  aged  man;  if  I  faw  children,  I 
fet  myfelf  mterefted  towards  them  from  the  feelings 
which  I  poffeffed  for  my  brothers  and  fifters;  and  if 
I  few  perfons  of  middle  age,  I  felt  myfelf  towards 
them,  in  a  degree,  as  to  my  father  and  mother. 

As  I  have  gone  on  in  life,  my  feelings  have  kept 
pace  with  my  fituation.  I  have  now  for  many  years 
been  a  hufband  and  a  father^  and  I  feel  myfetf  pof*- 
feficd  of  a  proper  rcfped  for  other  woitien,  from  the 
affedion  which  I  have  always  felt  for  my  own  wife ; 
and  for  children  in  general,  from  the  paternal  feelingi 
of  my  heart  towards  my  own. 

If  the  minds  of  other  people  are  fimilar  to  mine,  I 
may  fafely  pronounce,  that  the  cultivation  of  domef- 
tic  feelings  ought  to  be  one  of  the  firft  coacernt  of 
parents  and  tutors  towards  thofe  whom  Providence 
has  committed  to  their  tukion;  for  it  ftrikes  me  for- 
cibly,  that  if  any  man  b  deficient  in  natural  afeSion, 
he  will  be  deficient  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
life.  Befikks  wbich»  the  pkafute  which  domeftic 
feelings  affofd,  is  of  a  moic  iflkatc  add  fetisfylug 
Bitttttt  than  any  pAcr,  Mid  ba^i  tetftdcsiey  to  make 

the 
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^  mind  cheerful;  thereby  gwuig  it  a  ^(&e^  fpr  the 
iwformance  of  every  duty. 

I  was  much  pleafed  the  other  day  tt  meeting  with 
«n  account  which  an  American  faro^er  giYe%  of  him* 
felf .  As  it  illuftrates  the  fubjedt  I  am  upon^  I  wiU 
prefent  it  to  my  rf^ders^  particularly  recomm'endiogij^ 
XQ  my  young  friends.    Ic  begins  thus: 

<^  I  thank  God  that  it  is  my  lot  to  he  an  Americaa 
farmer  infles^  of  a  Ruffian  boor,  or  an  Hung^ia^ 
IpieaCMit.  U  is  ftrange,  that  mifery,  when  viewed  in 
ptbers,  fhould  become  to  us  a  fort  of  real  good.  Th^ 
h4rd(hips  of  thefe  people  are  certainly  greater  thw 
tbofe  nhich  our  negroes  experience. — ^When  youngs 
I  thought  of  felling  my  farm,  becaufe  it  afforded  but 
a  dull  repetition  of  the  fame  labours  and  pleafures. 
But  when  I  confidered  myfclf  as  diverted  of  my  farq^ 
J  imagined  the  world  fo  wide,  and  every  habitable 
place  fo  full,  that  I  began  to  fear  left  there  would  bo 
no  room  for  me.  My  farm,  my  houfe,  my  barn,  pre-t 
fented  objeds  from  which  I  adduced  quite  new  ideas, 
ideas  more  forcible  than  before.  Why  (hould  noc 
I  find  myfelf  happy,  faid  I,  where  my  ftuber  lived 
and  died  in  profperity  ?  Though  he  gave  me  noothec 
education  than  the  art  of  reading  and  writing,  he 
kft  me  a  good  farm,  and  his  experience,  free  from 
^bts  and  other  difficulties.  I  married;  and  this 
|erfe&ly  reconciled  me  to  my  fituation :  my  wife 
rendered  my  houfe  all  at  once  cheerful  and  pleafing; 
it  ou^  longer  appealed  glooniy  ^  foli^qr «  before. 
D  ^  When 
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When  I  went  to  work  in  the  fields,  I  worked  with 
more  alacrity;  I  felt  that  I  did  not  work  for  myfelf 
alone^  and  this  encouraged  me  much.  My  wife 
ivould  often  come  with  her  knitting  in  her  hand,  and 
fit  under  the  fliady  trees,  praifing  the  ftraitnefs  of  my 
furrows,  and  the  docility  of  my  horfes«  This  fweiled 
my  heart ;  and  1  regretted  that  I  had  not  married  be- 
fore. 1  know  no  other  landlord  than  the  Lord  of  all 
Land,  to  whom  I  owe  the  mod  fincere  gratitude. 

*'  My  father  left  me  three  hundred  and  feventy-one 
acres  of  land— forty  of  which  are  bf  the  beft  timothy 
meadow— an  excellent  orchard,  a  good  houfe,  and  a 
fubftantial  barn.  How  happy  am  I  that  he  lived  to 
build,  and  to  pay  for  all  ihefe  improvements !  As  my 
difficulties  are  lefs  than  his,  I  have  but  to  tread  his 
paths  to  be  as  good  as  he  was. 

**  Thefe  arc  the  outlines  of  my  fituation;  but  as  I 
can  feel  more  than  I  am  able  to  exprefs,  I  hardly 
know  how  to  proceed.  When  my  firft  fon  was  born, 
the  whole  train  of  my  ideas  was  fuddenly  altered; 
iiever  was  there  a  charm  that  afted  fo  quickly  and 
fo  powerfully:  I  ceafed  to  ramble  in  imagination 
through  the  wide  world;  my  (imaginary)  excurfions 
fince  have  not  exceeded  the  bounds  of  my  farm,  and 
all  my  principal  pleafures  are  now  centered  within 
its  narrow  limits:  but  at  the  fame  time,  there  is  not 
an  operation  belonging  to  it  in  which  I  do  not  find 
fome  food  for  ufctul  refleAion.  This  is  the  reafon,  ^ 
I  fuppofe,  that  when  you  was  here  you  ufed,  in  your 

refined 
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refined  ftyle,  to  term  me  the  farmer  of  feeUngs:  but 
how  rude  muft  thcfe  feelings  be  in  him  who  daily 
holds  the  plough  and  the  axe!  Thofe  feelings,  how- 
ever,  I  ^ ill  delineate  as  well  as  I  am  able^  agreeable 
to  your  earned  requeft. 

**  When  I  contemplate  my  wife  by  my  fire-fide, 
while  (he  cither  fpins,  knits,  darns,  or  fuckles  our 
child,  I  cannot  defcribe  the  various  emotions  of  love, 
of  gratitude,  and  confcious  pride,  which  thrill  in  my 
heart,  and  often  overflow  in  involuntary  tears.  It 
is  true  thefe  pleafing  images  vanifli  with  the  fmoke 
of  my  pipe;  but  though  they  difappear  from  my 
mind,  the  impreffion  they  have  made  upon  my  heart 
is  indelible.  When  I  play  with  the  infant,  my  warm 
imagination  runs  forward,  and  eagerly  anticipates 
his  future  temper  and  conftitution. — Whenever  1  go 
abroad,  it  is  always  involuntary ;  I  never  return  home 
without  feeling  fome  pleaiing  emotion. 

*•  Often  when  I  plough  my  low  ground,  I  place  my 
little  boy  on  a  chair  fixed  with  (crews  to  the  machine; 
its  motion,  and  that  of  the  horfes,  pleafe  him;  he  is 
perfedly  happy,  and  begins  to  chat.  As  I  lean  over 
the  handle,  various  are  the  thoughts  that  crowd  into 
my  mind.  1  am  now  doing  for  him,  1  fay,  what  my 
father  formerly  did  for  me :  may  God  enable  him  to 
live,  that  he  may  perform  the  fame  operations  for  the 
fame  purpofes,  when  1  am  worn  out,  and  old  I 

"  1  relieve  his  mother  of  fome  little  trouble  while 
I  have  him  with  me:  the  odoriferous  furrow  exhila- 
rates 
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fates  his  fpirits,  and  feems  ro  4o  hifn  much  good^ 
for  he  looks  more  blooming  (ince  I  have  adopted  tlmt 
praftice/* 

Can  more  plec^ure,  more  dignity^  be  added  to  tluit 
primary  occupation  ?  The  father  thus  ploughing  with 
hts  child>  and  to  feed  his  family,  is  inferior  only  to 
tht  EmperoF  of  China,  ploughing  as  4a  example  %» 
his  kingdom* 

I  make  no  conuneat  upon  this  fitpple  ruilic  s^i- 
couot ;  I  only  %,  that  the  man  who  can  read  it  with- 
4M1C  feeling,  has  got  a  heart  which  I  do  not  envy  hiat 
ihepoffeOionot  W.  V. 

Jccouni  of  the  prefent   State  of  the  City  of  Nazareth^ 
from  Mariti*s  Travels  through  Cyprus,  6?r. 

NAZARETH,  *  City  of  Galilee,  fo  femouf 
among  the  Chriftians,  is  fituated  in  35  de^ 
grees  of  eaft  longitude,  ^nd  in  $z  degrees  of  north 
latitude.  It  held  the  third  rank  among  the  ipetro*^ 
politan  pities  dependant  on  the  Patriarch  of  Jerufa-* 
lem.  At  prefent  it  forms  a  part  of  the  dpmains  of 
the  Chief  of  Acre.  The  ancient  city,  deftroyed  by 
fajDaticifm,  was,  after  its  ravages,  nothing  but  ^  mi>- 
fcrable  hamlet,  confiding  of  a  few  Arab  huts.  Vn* 
dcr  the  prote^ion  of  Daher  Omer,  however,  it  ha» 
recovered  from  its  humiliation,  and  now  makes  a  far 
fpperior  appearjmce-  The  houfes  are  built  of  beau* 
tiful  (tone.    In  the  e^ern  part  there  is  a  h^^dfom^ 

church 
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C^rcb  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  which  was  fortmAf 
deftroy^  by  the  Saracens,  and  rebuilt  by  the  teal 
of  the  Certobitc«.     The  building  confife  of  throe 
ftaves,  divided  by  two  rows  of  ftoiie  pilaftei^s.    That 
irt  the  tntddic  coouins  the  principd  altar,  the  afceht 
to  which  is  by  two  magnificent  ftair^cafes,  much  id- 
mired  for  their  iron  baluftntdcs,  forfaied  with  great 
ftiii  by  one  of  the  monks  belonging  to  the  convent 
Uiidet  the  altar  is  a  remarkable  grotto,  called  the 
Chapel  of  th6  Annunciation    It  ii  dcfcendcd  by 
ftcps  of  beautiful  marble,  which  are  cut  ifrith  ttitici 
tade.    In  this  place,  according  to  tradition,  the  an- 
gel appeared  to  the  Virgin,  and  announced  to  het  tht 
future  birth  of  our  Satiour,    Two  beautiful  coluhim 
of  oriental  granate  ftrike  the  eye  of  the  obfcrvcr  ht 
tbe  entrance.     They  appear  to  have  been  conftrti6be4 
both  to  foppott  and  ornament  the  gtotto.    The  dhM 
of  this  fubterranean  chapel  is  extremely  el^ant; 
and  the  diffetent  kinds  of  marble  with  which  it  is 
ornamented  receive  an  additional  hiftre  froili  the 
combined  light  of  (everal  filver  lamps  preietMd  by 
Chriftian  princes.     On  folemn  feflivals,  the  walls 
and  the  pilaftets  are  ornamented  with  various  pieces 
of  tapeibry,  reprefeming  the  myfteries  of  the  Virgin, 
a  fiiperb  prefent  from  tbe  houfe  of  Auftria.     In  the 
•reftetn  part  of  the  cHy  ftands  a  Chriftian  churchy 
halSt^  ia  h  is  faid,  on  tbe  fcite  of  the  ancient  Syna^ 
gogK  where  Jefus  Chrift  (hewed  the  Jews  the  ac- 
Cm^fefllikient  of  the  pr<^>beeies  in  his  perfon.  Thit 

place 
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place  (erved  along  time  as  a  (helter  for  flocks;  b^t 
at  prefent  it  is  in  good  repair.  In  the  neighbourhood 
may  be  feen  a  fountain  of  excellent  water,  which  is 
however  efteemed  by  the  people  on  another  account* 
They  conjeAure  that  it  was  contiguous  to  the  habit- 
ation of  the  Virgin,  and  that  it  was  ufed  by  her.  At 
fome  diftance  is  a  large  done,  of  a  round  form,  called 
Chrift's  table.  It  is  pretended  that  he  came  thither 
more  than  once  with  his  difciples  to  eat.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Nazareth  pay  it  a  kind  of  worlhip,  by 
burning  perfumes  and  incenfe  around  it. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  the  city,  on  the 
/buihern  fide,  is  a  mountain,  which  the  Arabs  call 
Zein,  and  the  Nazarenes  the  Mountain  of  the  Preci- 
pice, becaufc  the  Jews  wi(hed  to  precipitate  the 
Meiliah  from  it.  On  the  fummit  is  found  a  fmall 
grotto,  cut  out  in  the  rock,  in  the  form  of  a  taber* 
nacle,  to  recall  to  remembrance  the  miraculous  power 
manifeiled  by  the  fon  of  God,  in  efcaping  from  the 
hands  of  the  impious. 


Injlance  of  uncommon  Moderation. 

THE  Earl  of  Caernarvon,  in  the 
reign  of  James  I.  being  at  dinner  one  day  at  the 
houfe  of  his  father-in-law,  a  phyfician,  either  be* 
longing  to,  or  of  the  acquaintance  of  the  family,  gave 
this  noble  earl  the  lie  direSt.  The  company  prefent 
appeared  in  the  utmofl;  aftonilhment  at  the  impu- 
dence 


THE  UNIVERSALISt's  MISCELLANY.  4^ 

dence  .of  this  fon  of  ^(culapius;  but  the  earl  very 
calmly  replied,  '  I  will  take  the  lie,  but  I  will  never 
take  phyjic  of  him  :  he  may  fpeak  what  does  not  be- 
come him;  but  I  will  not  do  what  is  unworthy  of  me.' 


jftt  uncommon  Epitaph — Tranfcribedfrom  a  Tombjloneat 
Green  Bay,  Jamaica. 

DiEu  soR  TOUT — That  is,  God  above  all. 

HERE  lies  the  body  of  Lewis  Galdy,  Efq. 
who  departed  this  life,  at  Port  Royal,  the  22d  of 
December,  1739,  aged  80.  He  was  born  at  Mont- 
pelier,  in  France,  but  left  that  country  for  his  religion, 
and  came  and  fettled  in  this  ifland,  where  he  was 
fwallowed  up  in  the  great  earthquake,  in  the  year 
1692,  and  by  the  providence  of  God,  was,  by  another 
Ihock,  thrown  into  the  fea,  and  miraculoiifly  faved 
by  fwimming,  until  a  boat  took  him  up.  He  lived 
many  years  after  in  great  reputation,  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  much  lamented  at  his  death. 


A  Lift  offucb  Englijh  fTriters  on  the  Reftoration,  whofe 
Works  the  Editor  has  read  or  heard  of. 

GERARL  WINSTANLEY.  His  book  is  called 
the  Myftery  of  God,  &c.     Printed  1 649. 
Jofeph  Alford,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Ox- 
ford.    His  book  is  called  the  Church  Triumphant, 
or,  a  comfortable  Treatife  of  the  Amplitude  and 
Largenefs  of  Chrift's  Kingdom,    Printed  1644.— 
Vol.  I.  E  This 
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This  author  is  fingular  in  his  defign^  whioh  is  to  prove 
from  Scripture  and  rcafon,  that  the  number  of  the 
damned  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  ekft.  Though  this 
is  not  the  full  dodrine  of  the  Reftoration,  yet  it  k 
fomewhat  approaching  to  it. 

K.  Sufford.  His  book  is  intitled  Some  Thoughts 
of  the  Life  to  come,  &c.  Primed  1-693.  This  piece 
fully  alSerts  the  Reftoration. 

Peter  Sterrey.  He  wrote  a  book  called  the  Rife, 
lUcc  and  Royalty  of  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  in  the 
Soul;  which  (as  Mr.  J.  White  wrote  a  preface  to  it) 
I  conjedure  that  it  includes  the  Univerfal  ideas. 

I  thidk  this  author  alfo  publiftied,  The  Revelation 
of  theEverlafting  GofpelMeffage, which  isexprefsly 
upon  the  Univerlal  Scheme. 

A  Bilhop  of  the  Church  of  England,  anno  i66f^ 
publifhed  A  Letter  of  Refolution  concerning  the 
Opinions  of  Origen.— This  Biibop  evidently  is  on 
the  Univerfal  fide  of  the  queftion.  Who  he  was  I 
know  not,  only  that  he  was  the  author  of  a  noted 
work  called  19e  Teritate.  Should  be  glad  If  any 
conefpondent  could  give  his  name  ^« 

Anno  1658.  A  fmall  taatife  was  publifhed,  called. 
Of  the  Torments  of  Hell,  the -Foundation  fliaken  and 
removed;  with  many  infallible  Proofs  that  there  is  njot 
to  be  z  Punifhmcnt  that  fhall  never  end.  No  au- 
thor^s  name. 

*  Acorrefpondent  has  fince  informed  us  tTiat  this  writer  wa» 
*tte  j^arned  'I>r,  Rost,  who  WAS«a  Irifli  Bifhop. 

Anno 
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Anno  1653*  A  book  upon  the  fubjeft,  intitlcd^ 
God's  light  declared  in  Myfteries.     No  name. 

Riclmrd  Copping  avowed  the  doftrine  in  a  book 
publi/hed  1655,  called  Truth's  Teftimony, 

■  Sadler,  in  his  Olbia;  I  have  never  feen  this 

book,  and  know  not  when  it  was  publiflied. 

(In  our  ne»t  will  be  aUft  ofmor£  modern  En^lijb 
Authors^) 


Prejjmii  State  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

SOME  travellers  have  affirmed,  that  the  remains 
^  of  Sodom,  Gomorrah,  and  the  other  ci.tics,  may 
ffill  be  feen,  when  the  waters  (of  the  Dead  Sea)  arc 
Jow  and  limpid;  but  the  Abbe  Mariti,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  his  refearches,  could  perceive  nothing  of  that 
kind.  The  water  of  this  lake,  though' limpid^  is  bit> 
ter,  and  cxceffively  fait.  No  kind  of  fiih  is  produced 
in  it;  and  even  thofe  whioh  are  fometimes  carried 
thither  by  the  rapidity  of  the  Jordan,  inftantly  die. 
Of  every  fort  of  plant  it  is  likewife  obfervcd  to  bo 
deftitutc.  The  bottom  of  it  is  black,  thick  and  foe- 
tid;  and  the  earth  in  the  neighbourhood  is  of  tha 
&me  coloYiT,  and  as  inflammable  as  coal.  Branches 
of  trees  which  fall  into  it,  become  petrified  in  a  little 
timet  by  the  force  of  the  fait  which  adheres  to  them, 
tod  penetrates  to  the  very  pith  of  the  wood.  It  has 
been  faid  that  the  approach  of  this  (hore  was  mortal 
to^r^l  yet  it  is  frequented  by  abimdaoce  of  the 

E  %  feathered 
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feathered  tribe,  and  particularly  fwallows,  which  fkim 
along  and  fport  on  its  furface.  This  vaft  bafon, 
which  is  continually  receiving  the  waters  of  different 
torrents,  rivulets  and  dreams,  has  no  vifible  outlet. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  either  its  waters  dif- 
charge  themfelves,  by  the  fubterranean  paiTages,  into 
the  Mediterranean,  or  Red  Sea,  or  that,  according  to 
Arabian  philofophers,  they  are  diffipated  by  evapora- 
tion. Both  thefe  caufes  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  operate.  On  the  weftern  fhore  are  feen  feme  na- 
tural faltpits,  which  produce  a  very  white  (alt,  ufed 
by  the  Arabs,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  for 
feafoning  their  provifions.  Near  thefe  arifes  a  moun- 
tain of  fair,  which  has  the  hardnefs  of  ftone;  but 
which,  when  cleaned  and  pounded,  is  not  inferior  ia 
quali»-y  to  the  former. 


A  puzzling  Queftion  to  a  Univerfalift. 

I  WAS  converfing  about  two  years 
ago,  with  Dr.  R  Our  fubjeft  was  the  Univer- 

fal  Reftoration;  I  maintained  the  affirmative,  the  good 
Doftor  the  negative.  At  laft,  '  Brother  Vidler,*  fays 
the  Dodtor,  *  let  me  afk  you  a  fimple  queftion.' — 

*  Yes,  Brother  R ,  if  you  pleafe,*  quoth  I. — *  I 

alk,  then,*  continued  he,  *  that  though^o«  think  God 
is  fo  merciful,  that  he  never  will  damn  any  finner 
endUfsly;  yet,  when  you  view  yourfelf  as  a  finner, 
don't  you  think  that  you  deferve  endlefs  damnation?' 

I  an- 
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I  anfwered,  *  When  you,  Doftor,  can  prove,  that  God 
has  threatened  finners  with  endlefs  damnation,  I  will 
then  own  that  I  deferve  endkfs  damnation.  Becaufe, 
it  is  a  maxim  with  me,  that  God  is  as  juft  in  his  threai" 
enirtgs  as  in  the  execution  of  them/  The  Dodor  did 
not  attempt  to  prove,  that  there  was  any  focb  threat 
in  Scripture. 


ANECDOTE. 

BISHOP  BURNET,  in  his  Charges  to  the 

Clergy,  (hewed  a  great  deal  of  difinterefted  integrity, 

by  vehemently  exclaiming  againft  pluralities,  as  a 

moft  facrilegious  robbery  of  the   revenues   of  the 

church;  a  remarkable  effed:  of  his  zeal  upon  this 

head,  may  not  be  improper  to  be  here  related.     la 

his  firft  vifitation  at  ^alilbury,  he  urged  the  authority 

of  St.  Bernard,  who  being  confuked  by  one  of  his 

followers,  whether  he  might  accept  of  two  benefices 

replied,  *  Md  how  willjou  be  able  toferve  them  both?' — 

^  1  intendy    anlwcred  the  prieft,    *  to  officiate  in  one  of 

them  iy  a  deputy.' *  fVi/I  your  deputy  be  damned  for 

you  too?'  cried  the  faint.     *  Believe  mc^  you  may  fervc 

your  cure  by  proxy ,  but  you  mujl  be  damned  in  perfon* 

This  cxpreffioa  fo  aflfeded  Mr.  Kelfy,  a  pious  and 

worthy  clergyman  there  prefent,  that  he  immediately 

T^gned  the  reftory  of  Bemerton  in  Berkfhire,  worth 

200L  a  year,  which  he  then  held  with  one  of  greater 

value* 

NATURAL 
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NATURAL  HISTORY. 

WE  have  promifcd  our  frknds,  that  Natural 
Hiftory  Ihall  make  an  article  m  our  pubHca** 
tion.  There  is  no  ftudy  more  worthy  of  man  dian 
this;  it  has  a  tendency  greatly  to  enlarge  the  mind*, 
^  giving  it  an  idea  of  the  greataefs  of  God,  in  the 
wifdom  and  vaftnefs  of  his  works.  It  may  fcrre  alfi> 
to  humble  us,  by  (hewing  how  litde  we  know  of  the 
works  of  creation.  For  when  we  have  exerted  our 
minds  to  the  utmoft,  in  confidering  the  heavens 
above  us,  and  the  earth  beneath  us,  and  the  various 
&nd  (lupendous  appearances  <^  nature,  in  her  animal 
and  vegetable  forms  around  us,  we  (hall  flill  find  that 
■we  know  comparatively  nothing,  and  tba«  we  are  rar 
ther  fmatterers  in  knowledge,  than  real  poffeffbis  of 
)t;  tliat  we  have  rather  dwelt  upon  the  furfaceof 
Nature,  than  that  we  have  dived  intaher  arcaaa,^  and 
comprehended  her  inmoft  rece(res* 

*  The  works  of  Jehovah  are  honourable  and  glorif* 
ous,*  lays  David^  *  fought  out  of  all  them  who  have 
pleafure  therein/  To  a  young  mind,  ia  particular^ 
the  fludy  of  nature  is  a  pleailng  theme^  as  k  not 
only  gives  a  laudable  exercife  to^that  curiofity  which  i& 
the  cbarader  of  youth,  but  alfo  enables  them  to  ac^ 
count  for  many  appearances,  both  in  th«  heavens^ 
and  on  this  globe  which  we  inhabit,  m  a  rationat 
way,  and  thereby  delivers  their  minds  from  low  fur. 
perftition,  and  vulgar  fears.  It  is  principally  for  the  fakft 
of  the  youthful  part  of  our  readers,  that  we  (hall  treat 
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OB  this  fubjeft.  la  dokig  which  we  (hall,  without 
fcruple,  avail  euffclvcs  of  fuch  help  which  is  within 
our  reach,  confultmg  the  bed  authors^  and  from 
thence  feleftiflg  that  which  fuits  our  purpofe,  ekher 
ki  the  language  of  thofe  writers,  or  in  language  of 
our  own,  as  may  appear  moft  oonvenienc.  We  (hall 
begin  with 

A  Sketch  of  the  Univerfe. 

THE  werJd  may  be  confidered  as  one  vaft 
iiMis£on«  vhere  mtsx  ts  placed  to  enjoy  the  bounties 
^thcCfleator.toadmiiiC  his  works,  to  rule  over  them 
on  earth,  aad  to  be  ^:»teful.  *  O  X..ord,'  fays  the 
Pfalmift^  ^  thou  haft  i;nade  man  a  little  lower  than  the 
aogds,  thou  hafl:  fet  htm  over  the  works  of  thy  hands.* 
Ajad  Mofea  informs  us,  that  when  the  Almighty  had 
caadc  the  heawns  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  hods  of 
tbcm,  that  then  he  made  man  in  his  own  likenefs,  after 
his  own  image;,  and  gave  him  dominion  over  the 
works  of  his  hands :  and  as  a  proof  of  that  dominion. 
And  as  the  jGiril  inflance  of  the  ezercife  of  it,  God 
bsougbt  every  bead  of  the  field,  and  every  fowl  of 
^  air,  CO  Adam,  ;md  he  jiamed  them. 

And  the  fear  of  him,  and  the  dread  of  him,  did 
Ood  impreft  upon  all  the  lower  tribes  of  creation. 
Ho  dout^  but  there  was  perfcd  harmony  among  the 
heafts  oi  the  field,  and  the  fowls  of  heaven,  at  that 
lioie,  and  perfed  fubjedion,  in  all,  to  man  their 
^omOMXi  lord.  Nor  is  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
ti^$  wotild  have  ever  ceafed,  if  man  had  kept  his  alle- 

giancc 
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giance  to  his  Creator.  But  as  man  rebelled  againft 
the  Lord  of  Nature,  fo  was  the  lower  part  of  cre- 
ation permitted  to  rebel  againft  him.  The  beafts  of 
the  earth  either  flee  his  prefence,  endanger  his  fafety, 
or  reluftantly  fubmit  to  his  authority.  Thus  every 
thing  proclaims  that  man  has  forfeited  his  fovereignty , 
and  has  aftually  loft  the  proper  exercife  of  it.  The 
remnant  of  power  that  remains  to  him,  is  exercifed 
with  precarious  fuccefs. 

The  air  alfo  in  which  we  breathe,  and  the  earth 
from  which  our  fuftenance  arifeth,  have  felt  the  ef- 
fe6ls  of  human  guilt.  The  one  is  often  fraught  with 
peftilential  vapours,  and. the  other  is  curfed  for  our 
lakes.  Hence  when  man  is  fent  into  this  world,  it  is 
rather  as  a  ftrangcr  than  a  fovereign.  He  is  fubjefit 
to  weaknefs,  furrounded  with  wants;  and  his  firfl: 
cares  are  to  fatisfy  the  appetites  of  fenfe.  The  beau- 
ties of  nature,  and  all  the  wonders  of  creation,  have 
but  little  charms  for  him  in  this  ftate;  his  attention 
being  taken  up  in  obviating  prefent  wants.  In  this 
ftate  man  bears  the  denomination  oifavagty  i.  e.  un- 
cultivated. Hence  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  in  every  ago 
the  refinements  of  fcience  have  been  among  the  lateft 
efforts  of  human  induftry. 

Such  philofophers  as  have  difcovered  furprife  at 
the  want  of  curiofity  in  the  ignorant,  feem  not  to 
have  admitted  the  dodtrineof  the  fall  of  man.  They 
found  man  in  a  low,  degraded  condition,  and  being 
too  wife  in  their  own  conceit  to  admit  the  account 

which 


islbioii  &€vdatioQ  give$  of  hii  d^cdtipp  froip  God, 
thty  have  vainly  amufcd  themfdy^s  and  thp  world* 
<^itU  their  efejrs  on  the  prefcm  ftate  of  human  na* 
ttove. 

Equally  ftrangers  to  the  fall  and  teco.ve;ry  qf  th^ 
huaaan  race,  they  have  foiled  bqth  in  aj^prf cjat jpg  the 
charadter  of  the  Creator,  and  the  ponditiqn  pf  %\^ 
creature. 

Human  curiqfity,  though  but  flqwjy  exited  at 
firft,  yet  being  at  laft  ppffeiTcd  of  leifpire  fpr  indulg- 
ing its  propaifity,  becomes  one  of  thpgre^t eft  an^ijle- 
meats  x>f  life,  and  giveis  higher  fatisfa&ion  ;han  wji^p 
enreo  the  itnfes  .can  afford.  A'  ni^  of  this*  ^ifpf:^*^ 
turns  2dl  natmre  into  a  magniiicedt  theatre,  repl^t$ 
.with  objcds  ol^  wonder  4p4  furp^rife,  and  fkted  vyp 
cbjiefly  for  his  happtinefs  and  uf<^;  he  induftrioufl/ 
ettcoines  all  things^  from  tl^  minuted  infe(Sb  to  the 
ipoft  fini(hed  animal;  and  when  his  limited  organs 
can  no  longer  make  the  acquifition,  he  fends  txtthi^ 
imaginatibn  upon  new  inquiries. 

A^onocpers  tdlus,  that  this  earth  which  we  inha*^ 
hit /forms  but  a  very  xninute  part  of  that  great  afi 
femblage  of  bodies,  of  which  the  univerfe  is  com^ 
pi>fed«  They  fay,  .that  the  earth  is  a  million  of  times 
kfs  than'  the  fun.  Some  of  the  planets  alfo  are  fup« 
pofedto  exceed  the  earth  one  thoi^and  times  inmcag** 
Bitude. 

With  regard  to  our  fyftem,  the/««  is  placed  in  the 
^tre,  and  gives  light  and  heat^  and  is  fuppofed  alfo 
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to  give  circular  motions  to  the  planets  which  fur- 
round  It.  Mercury,  Venus,  the  Earth,  Mars,  Jupi- 
ter, Saturn,  to  which  we  muft  now  add  the  Georgium 
Sidus,  a  planet  lately  difcovered  by  Dr,  Herfchell, 
perform  their  conftant  circuits  of  different  diftances, 
each  taking  up  4  time  to  complete  its  revolution,  in 
proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  circle  which  it  is 
to  defcribe. 

Modern  philofophy  teaches,  that,  when  the  great 
Author  of  Nature  began  the  work  of  creation,  hc» 
chofe  to  operate  by  fecond  caufes;  and  that,  fufpend- 
ing  the  conftant  exertion  of  his  power,  he  endued 
matter  with  a  quality  by  which  the  univerfal  oecono- 
my  of  nature  might  be  continued  without  his  imme- 
diate affiftance.  This  quality  is  called  attraftion;  a 
fort  of  approximating  influence,  which  it  is  thought 
all  bodies,  whether  terreftrial  or  celcftial,  poffefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  matter  which  they  feverally 
contain. 

Whether  this  attraftive  quality  afcribed  to  them 
be  real,  or,  if  it  befo,  whether  it  is  the^  great  agent, 
or  principle,  by  which  the  motion  of  the  planets  is 
performed,  has  been  doubted. 

Indeed,  in  order  to  account  fully  for  this  motion, 
and  to  aflign  a  reafon  why  the  planets  do  not  fall 
into  the  fun,  from  its  fuperior  attrafting  power,  owing 
to  its  immenfe  fize,  philofophers  have  fuppofed  the 
exiftence  of  another  power,  of  equal  efficiency, 
namely,  a  progreffive  force  which  each  planet  re- 
ceived 


ceived  when  it  was  impelled  fprward  by  the  Divine 
hand,  upon  its  firft  (brmation.  This  has  been  called 
impulfioHf  and  operates  to  drive  them  ilrait  fbrv^ardt 
fo  that  being  afted  upon  by  this  two-fold  force,  the 
planets  are  faid  to  follow  a  track  between  both  ;  a^d 
are  preferved  by  the  attraSlion  of  the  fun  firom  goipg 
ftrair  forward,  and  by  their  own  repulfive  power  from 
falling  into  the  centre. 

Whether  this-account  be  the  true  one,  or  not,  does 
not  much  concern  us.  We  may,  however,  devoutly 
adore  the  ui(Hom  and  power  of  God  in  the  heavens; 
and  (eeing  the  fun,*moon  and  ftars  in  their  order,  m^ 
juftiy  afcribe  their  formation  and  direftion  to  Divinfc 
energy. 

Not  only  do  the  primary  orbs  before  mentioned 
perform  dieir  revolutions  round  the  fun,  but  the  fe- 
condary  ones  which  we  call  moons  ov  faielliteSf  w);ttoh 
attend  on  fome  of  the  firft-rate  planets,  da  the  iame* 
They  alfo  perform  their  refpedive  revolutions  loond 
the  planets  which  they  accompany. 

There  are  alfo  other  heavenly  bodies  which  do  not 
peculiarly  belong  to  our  fyftem,  but  frequendy 
come  into  it  from  (bme  inmienfely  diftant  regions: 
thefe  are  cometSy  whofe  appearance  was  once  very 
terrible  to  mankind.  The  theory  of  them  is,  even 
at  prefent,  but  little  underflood.  Their  number 
fccms  greater  than  that  of  the  planets ;  but  whether 
they  roll  in  their  orbits,  in  a  regular  manner,  or  arc 
obedient  to  folar  influence,  is  not  fo  clear.    Aftro- 
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nomers  liavt  attem^l^t^  to  calculate  tihc  rcturouig 
;pdriods  of  many  6f  themi  but  experience  has  not,  zi% 
yet,  c6nfirn«d  the  veriw^ity  of  t-heir  inveftigatfons. 

Thcce  hpe  mtritki^ides  of  othcr.bodies  xiifperf^ 
'bVer  the  face  of  the  heavens;  many  of  them  sure  too 
*^rtiOteforotrrobfcrvationwkh  the  naked  eye.  Thofe 
'Who  examine  ihem  by  ^glaffes  tell  us,  that  thde  have 
no  motion  like  the  planets,  they  aw  therefore  caHcil 
^MptrsiHttd^fxotnthfiiv  gre^t  bpilliancy  and  extreme 
•^diftancc,  they  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  f^ins,  refosj. 
•bllfig  that  ivhich  etilitveps  our  ^yftem.  As  the  irrta- 
^tttition,  :once  eatcited^  k  feldom  cpnttsnt  to  ftop,  k 
*as'ftirni(hcd:fe>ch  W.Uh  an  attendant  fyftem  of  plaitett 
belonging  to  itfelf,  and  even  induced  tome  phiUfiphifS 
to'^plorc  tbe^iatextf  thofe  fyftems,  whofe  imagined 
-fiins,  -whiih  fdmctimes  happens,  have  become  no 
longer  viftble. 

-Biit  coigeftiu^es  ti  dus  kind,  which  no  reafoning 
can'afccrtato,  nor  experiment  reach,  are  rather  acnuf- 
ing  than  ufeful.  Though  w^e  fee  the  ^eatncfs  and 
:wifd6m*of 'the  Deity  in  all  the  fccming  worlds  which 
filitToynd  Us,  yet  it  is  our  chief  concern  to  trace  hiin 
in :tl«it  wiuch'Ve  inhabit* 

^he^«calluoation  of  the  earth,  the  wonden  of  its 
<xmtrivianGc,'the  hiftory  of  i*s  advantages,  or  pf  the 
ieeming  defers  in  ks  formation,  more,properly  come 
wiicr  the  idea^f  Natural  Hiftary.  We  fhall  there- 
forein  owr  future pu^ibers  go  on  to  gtye a  defcrip. 
tkto  *>f  i\it-Bafth^  with  its  auinfals^  f(i$fftah{ii  and  '»f- 
iunHh^M  God  permit.  J>»  • 


In  m  LelMT  49  Mfi  H^htrd,  4n  the  Desth  ffhis  Bro^ 
ftHfr  John  fr^nHin^  ^f  Jh/l0H^  zvb9  twi  Fsiber-sn^ 

I  CON  DOLE  with  you;  we  have  loft  a  moft  dear 
and  valuable  relation ;  but  it  is  tbe  will  of  God 
and  nature  that  tbefe  bodies  be  laid  aTide,  when  the 
(bul  is  to  enter  into  tesd  Kfe.    This  is  rather  an  em- 
brio  (late,  a  frepamtionjSor  Uviog;  4  Aan  is  not  com- 
pletely bom  until  4ie  4>e  idcsd.     Why  then  ihould 
we  grieve  that  a  new  child  is  bom  amoqg  the  im- 
monals,  aliew  member  added  to  their  h;y>py  fopiety  > 
We  are  fpirits.     That  bodies  (hould  be  lent  ys,  •vhilc 
they  can  afford  us  pleafuie^  ^£^  us  in  laoguiring 
knowledge,  or  doing  goodito  omr  |e)Low-^ieaiuKs,  is 
a  kind  and  benevolent .a&iof  Ged.    Q¥hen:tfaay  be- 
come unfit  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  afford  us  pain  in- 
dead  of  pleafune,  inftcad  df  an  aid  they  become  an  in- 
cumbrance, and  anfwer  -none  oF  the  intentions  for 
which  they  were  given;  it  is  e^aUy  kiind.gnd  bene- 
volent that  a  way  .is^providcd  .by  whiph  >we  mi(y  get 
rid  of  them.  DeathtU^itliat^wfy.  'We.AutfiEtWj»Si]Chufe  a 
partial  death.  In  fome  cafes^ a  mangled,  painful  limb^ 
which  cannot  be  reftored,  we  willingly  cut  off.     He 
who  plucks  out  a  tooth,  parts^with  it  freely,  fince  the 
pain  goes  with  it;  and  he  that  (}uit$  the  .whole  body, 
parts  at  once  with  all  tbe^paii)$,  apd^pp^ibilip^s  of 
pups  and  difeafps  it^w^si^iable^t^^r  c§p^ble  pf  (nak- 

ing 
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ing  bim  fuffer.  Oiir  frknd  and  we  arc  inviced  abroad 
•—on  a  party  of  pleafure— that  is  to  laft  for  ever.-— 
.  His  carriage  was  firft  ready,  and  he  is  gone  before  us  : 
ve  could  not  all  conveniently  fta^rt  together;  and  why 
ihould  you  and  I  be  grieved  at  this,  fince  we  are  foon 
to  follow,  and  know  where  to  find  him  ?     Adieu ! 

B.F. 


POETRT. 

REFUGE  IN  ADVERSITY. 

jfn  origin^  Hymit* 

I. 

D|OUBT  and  diflrefs  overwhelm  my  ibu^ 
Tothcc,  myGodjIflyi 
In  mercy  all  my  fears  controul, 

And  bring  deliv*rance  nigh ; 
In  thee  alone  I  would  abide, 
And  fed  thy  love  i^yiiith  af^yfd. 

U. 
Each  trouUed  thought^  each  horrid  fesu^^ 

Vain  hope,  and  penfive  figh. 
The  air-built  joy,  the  heart-felt  tear. 

And  Sorrow's  plaintive  cry, 
(By  turns,- each  for  my  mind  contend: 
When  will  the  painfuli(rugfl;Ie^tid^ 

III. 
When  (ball  my  paffions  be  fubdu'd^ 

And  bow  beneath  thy  fway  ? 
When  (hall  my  foul  be  quite  refign'd^ 

To  fufFcr  and  obey  ? 
'Gladly  thy  wifdom  to  proclaim, 
Through  pain,  rebuke,  or  toil,  or'  fliame  ?  •■ 

IV.  My 


IV- 
My  inmoft  thoughts  to  Aee  arc  known. 

My  fccrct  heart  unveil'd  ; 
Kevcr  from  thine  all-picftring^y^ 

Am  I  the  leaft  conceal'd^ 
Pardon  I  crave,  and  purity, 
A  heart,  a  mind,  in  all  like  tbcOi 

V. 

Within  thine  arms  Pd  filentlajj 

And  fuffcr  all  thy  wilU 
Thy  laws  impartially  obey. 

And  thy  commands  fulfil. 
Now  let  thy  fpirit  touch  my  heaft, 
And  all  my  powers  to  thee  convert.  .. 

VI. 
Thou  know'ft  my  trials  here  below, 

I  lay  them  at  thy  feet ; 
May  I  through  them  more  holy  grow. 

More  for  thy  kingdom  meet; 
rU  pralfe  thee  then,  above  the  ikie^^ 
For  ftorms  that  taught  my  foul  to  rife.  T. 

NABOTH. 

MY  vineyard  flourifliM  by  my  toil  and  car?, 
I  hop'd  as  my  reward,  the  fruits  ta  fhare ; 
Says  Jezebel—'  That  vineyard  muft  be  mine.* 
Naboth  was  flain :  another  drank  his  wine.  B.  T* 

A  TABLE  HYMN. 

I. 

NOT  from  the  earth  our  bleffings  fpring. 
Nor  drop  from  out  the  air; 
But  from  thy  pow'r.  Immortal  King, 

»     And  th V  paternal  care. 

II.  Eternal 


|0  Tfift  ^mwtMAttwU  m^tthMTt^ 

II. 
Eternal  rource<!f  cncHeft  good, 

Who  all  our  wants  fup^ies; 
Life,  (belter,  healtli,  pe^ce,  joy,  m4  fbod^ 

All  from  thy  bounty  rife. 

in. 

Creator  hail !  thy  naiMr  weUeft, 

And  own  thee  fov'reign  L^d ; 
O  make  thy  works  thy  fmnfi  CQPMh 

Bethoubyallador'd.  1 

EPITAPH 

VOR    THE   MAN   W>IO  M^RFTS   IT. 

THE  bcrfe  with  nodding  plumes,  the  fcdemn  pomp^ 
With  all  the  mournful  ti'^in  attending  on 
The  great,  fliall  be  forgot.    The  memory 
In  vain  (ball  ftrive  the  pa(red  (badow  co 
Kccall.    The  fculptur^d^  monument^  that  on 
Record  bears  the  lofty  tides,  (acred 
Fraiie,  or  flatt'riDg  verfe';  (hall  moulder  i#d!e 
^Duft :  like  the  raging'billoW' which  ilorms  the 
Heftv^ns,  and  then  it  loft-ifi.tbe  pe^t  rifmg 
Wave,  its  place  and  being  (ball  no  more  beknoyrp, 
Kot  fo  the  tomb  which  racred^riend(hip -builds^ 
Or  Piety  and  virtuous  Fame  ere6b: 
When  the  great  archangel's  trumpetfound^,  finn 
Thy  fame,  vtfibrious'ChHftian,  (lands  unhurt, 
A  (acred  wonder  of  redecming.lqve, 
Imperiibabk,  midft  a  blazing  yrorld. 
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Lelier   to  Mr.  >  An  drew  Fuller,  continued  from 
page  11, 

YOU  next  afk,  *  Is  not  the  genius  of  the  fenti- 
ment  (of  the  Reftoration)  oppofite  to  every 
other  fentiment  in  the  Bible;  becaufe  the  whole 
tenor  of  Scripture  faith  to  the  righteous  it  (hall  be 
iveU  with  him,  and  to  the  wicked  it  fhall  be  ///  with 
him?' 

I  fully  accdrd  with  you,  Sir,  this  is  the  whole' tenor 
of  Scripture,  and  I  rejoice  in  being  able  to  fay,  that 
the  whole  tenor  of  my  miniftry  is  according  to  it  alfo. 
If  the  dodlrine  of  the  Reftoration  of  all  Things,  de^ 
firoyed  that  difprimination  of  moral  charafter  among 
men,  which  the  Scripture  every  wkere  ^bounds  with, 
it  then  ought  to  be  held  in  abhorrence  by  every 
man.  And  I  believe  it  is  in  this  view  of  it,  that 
many  ferious  minds  immediately  revolt  when  the 
doiftrine  is  mentioned.  But  let  me  inform  you.  Sir, 
that  the  univerfal  fentiment  is,  in  my  view,  above  all 
others  friendly  to  holinefs. 

Vol.  I.  G  J  ft. 
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ift.  It  holds  forth  the  Scripture  declaration  of  pu- 
niiliment  according  to  works,  mdre  clearly  than  any 
other.  The  dodlrine  of  annihilation  gives  indifcri- 
minate  and  endlefs  death  to  all  the  wicked — ^and  the 
dodlrine  of  endlefs  mifery  feems  to  confound  all  de- 
grees of  punifhment  in  giving  infinite  puniihment 
to  them  all.  But  limited  punifhment,  which  is  in- 
cluded only  in  the  Univerfal  do<5lrine,  fhews  clearly 
how  it  may  be  more^  or  lefs  tolerable  in  judgment  for 
one  finner  than  anoth^,  and  how  one  may  bave/ra^ 
ftripes,  and  another  mary. 

2d.  It  fhews  the  great  diftindlion  betwixt  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked  without  contradidling  any 
part  of  Scripture,  or  obfcuring  any  of  the  Divine 
perfedlions.  For  it  teaches  that  the  believer  in 
Chrift  is  pafled  from  death  unto  life,  and  fhail  not 
come  into  condemnation, — ^That  Chrifl  gives  to  fuch 
eternal  life,  and  they  fhall  ntvtr  perijh. — ^ThatChriflr 
will  give  to  them  a  kingdom,  and  they  fhall  be  kings 
and  priefls  to  him. — But  that  the  wicked  fhall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God — but  they  (hhllf  eri/h-^ 
they  fhall  ^ie — even  liic/econd  death. — And  notwith- 
ftanding  which  there  fhall,  in  the  times  which  God 
hath  appointed,  be  a  rejlitution  of  allthitigs;  a  re?- 
conciliation  of  ^/Z  things  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs; 
Death  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  vi6lory ;  there  fhall 
be  no  more  death. 

3d.  It  carries  the  Idea  of  the  purity  of  God  to  its 
proper  fcriptural  extent,   by  fhcwing  tliat  fin  is  fo 

hateful 
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liateful  to  him,  that  be  will  ufttrfy  dcftpoy  it  For 
Chrift  was  manifefled  that  be  might  utterly  deftly 
-the  works  of  the  devil.  And  a&  all  (in  is  the  work 
of  the  devil,  (b  all  muft  be  defiroyed,  or  elfe  the 
works  of  the  devil  will  endlefsly  ewft,  and  confer 
-qucntly  the  end  of  Chrift's  manifeftation  will  be 
fruftrated.  But  the  XJniverfal  dodrine  teaches  that 
all  the  counfel  of  Ged  Ihall  fiand,  and  that  he  will 
perform  all  his  pleafurc. 

We  believe  that  God  will  purfue  fin  %yith  his  difi^ 
pleafure  in  every  fcrte  in  which  it  is  found.  That 
he  will  ie^rch  out  the  iniquity  of  the  wicked  tiU  he 
fvcidinone.  Pf.  x.  15.  So  that  it  will  always  be  iU 
with  the  wicked  and  'mell  with  the  righteous,  for  he 
will  deal  vrith  his  creatures  according  to  ciiara<^er, 
with  the  mercifiil  he  will  fbew  hinofelf  mercifol,  witfe 
the  pure  he  will  fti^ir  himfelf  pure,  and  with  the 
fix)ward  he  will  (hew  himfelf  froward.  Pf.  xviii'.  26. 
That  is,  if  his  creatures  walk  contrary  to  hire,  he  wiU 
yralk  contrary  to  them.  And  if  they  conftinRe  to 
walk  contrary  to  him,  he  will  then  walk  contrary  to 
them  in  fury,  and  chaftifc  them  feven  times  noore 
for  their  fins,  till  be  has  finally  fabdued  them,  that 
they  may  be  reconciled  to  him  by  the  blood  of  the 
c«>(s.  See  Lev.  chap  xxvi.  which  whole  chapter  I 
l^rould  recommend  to  your  ferious  confideratidn,  a$ 
I  apprehend  it  contains  an  epitome  of  the  dealings 
pf  God  with  all  men.  And  take  this  further  thought, 
^at  t^  Divine  character  is  always  the  fame.    What 

G2  GotJ 
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God  isi'  iiQ^^  that  he  always  will  be.  A  God  that 
hateth  fin,  aSdsgjS  he  makes  ufe  of  natural  evil  or 
punifhment  to  ccSfecft  nioral  evil  or  fin,  while  we  are 
on  earth,  fo  I  can  but  think  that  he  hath  the  fame 
defign  in  all  future  punilhment :  for  with  him  there 
is  no  variablenefs  or  flbadow  of  turning. 

Is  it  not  poflfible,  my  dear  Sir,  to  think  rightly  of 
the  God  of  love,  unlefs  we  afcribe  endlefs  wrath  to 
him  ?  Can  we  not  love,  revere,  and  imitate  his  pu- 
rity, unlefs  we  believe  that  he  will  fufFer  fin  end- 
lefsly  to  exift,  yea  to  have  dominion  over  the  greatcft 
part  of  mankind  ?  Did  he  fend  his  only  begotten 
Ion  into  the  world,  full  of  grace  and  tnith,  to  give 
us  this  cJiaraffer  of  himfelf ?  JNo,  he  hath  told  us  on 
the  contrary,  that  he  is  the  living  God,  the  Saviour 
of  all  men;  but  efpecially  of  them  who  believe. — 
1  Tim.  iv.  10.  .  ' 

I  dare  appeal  to  you,  or  any  other  man,  whether 
it  can  be  any  thing  injurious  to  the  holinefs  of  God, 
or  to  the  dignity  of  the  do6trine  of  atonement,  to 
fuppofe  that  fin,  univerfally,  in  all  its  power,  guilt, 
and  pollution,  fhall  be  deftroyed?  See  Dan.  ix,  24. 
Rather  does  not  the  diflionour  both  to  divine  purity, 
and  to  the  efficacy  of  atonement,  attach  itfelftoyour 
fcheme?  feeing  you  mufl:  of  necefiity  admit  either 
that  God  cannot,  or  will  not,  make  an  end  of  fin ; 
that  there  is  not  efficacy  enough  in  the  blood  of  the 
crols  to  dcftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  or  elfe  that 
the  full  efficacy  of  the  atonement  is  withrhcld  by  the 
Divine  deteniiination.  Youf 
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Your  third  important  queilion  is,  Whether  my  mi- 
niftrations,  on  this  principle  (of  the  Umrcerjal  doSrine) 
will  not  favour  of  his,  who  taught  our  firft  parents, 
ye  fhall  not  furely  die?  I  anfwer,  if  I  taught  that 
there  would  not  be  any  future  punifliment,  your  in- 
•finuation  would  not  be  without  reafon.  But  what 
h<as  been  (aid,  I  think,  will  be  fufficient  with  mod 
men  to  clear  the  univerlal  view  from  the  obliquy  of 
your  queftion.  I  hinted  above  that  your  queftions 
were  fuch  as  betrayed  your  ignorance  of  the  fubjcA 
which  you  have  written  againft.  You  take  things 
for  granted  which  are  not  true  :  as  for  inftance,  your 
prefent  queftion  is  founded  upon  the  idea  that  my 
views  invalidate  the  threatenings  of  God  towards 
linners.  Op  the  contrary,  Sir,  I  avow  to  you  and  all 
the  world,  that  there  will  come  a  time  with  finners 
when  he  that  made  them  will  not  have  niercy  on  them, 
or  when  he  that  fonned  them  will  (hew  them  nofa^ 
'uonr.  Ifa.  xxvii.  1 1 .  But  I  am  alfo  informed  that 
God  will  not  contend /or  ever^  neither  wili  he  be 
always  wroth  ;  for,  faith  he,  the  fpirit  (liould  fail  be- 
fore  me,  and  the  fouls  which  I  have  made,  I(a.  Ivii. 
1 6*  And  I  underftand  that  both  thefe  fcriptures  re- 
late to  the  fi'mc  people. 

If  the  Univcrfal  Do6trine  be  ever  abufed  to  the 
purpofcs  of  lin,  I  can  but  think  it  muft  arife  from  ig- 
norance of  its  principal  features.  I  am  happy  in 
being  able  to  fay,  that  I  have  never  yet  been  witnc(s 
to  any  pradical  ill  cflecls  that  have  followed  the 

preaching 
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preaching  and  belief  of  it :  not  that  I  deny  ihepOjffi^ 
hiliiy  of  fueb  efFefts,  for  it  is  a  maxim  which  cannot 
be  difputed,  that  the  greateft  difplay  of  mercy  in  the 
doArines  of  grace  w^^be  abufed  ;  but  you  would  not 
on  that  account  hide  the  richeft  views  of  divine  love 
which  you  are  acquainted  with,  under  pretence  of 

]  preventing  fin  ;   fo  neither  would  I. 

With  regard  to  my  communion  with  God,  which 
you  fcem  to  think  muft  be  greatly  in]ured  by  imr 

'  prefent  fentiments,  I  wouFd  obferve,  that  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  comforts  of  religion  in  the  experience  of 
Chriftians  doth  not  always  keep  pace  with  the  mea- 
Aire  of  truth  which  they  have  in  their  underftanding; 
yet  I  am  perfuaded  that  if  divine  truth  have  its  pro- 
per influeince  on  the  heart,  then  there  i^ill  bi5  commu- 
nion with  God  iq  proportion  to  the  degree  of  truth 
poflefled  ;  and  I  ferioufly  affiire  you,  my  friiepd,  that 
I  find  it  fo  in  my  experience:  and  though  I  can  truly 
fay  that  I  was  no  ftranger  to  it  before,  yet  I  hav^  had 
my  heart  nearer  to  God,  and  have  pofleflfed  nrwre  of 
the  temper  of  Chrift,  have  had  more  faith,  more  pa* 
tience,  and  more  love  both  to  God,  ta  his  faints,  and 
to  men  at  large,  fince  I  have  received  the  Uniyerfel 
Do6lrine,  than  I  ever  had  before  ;  and  I  am  thankful 
that  this  experience  is  yet  increafing.  Whenever 
this  glorious  and  full  gofpel  of  the  bleiled  Cxod  (hall 
come  to  be  univerfally  received  by  good  men  of  every 
^lenomination  (which  I  am  perfuaded  will  be  the  cafe), 
it  will  efFe6lually  deftroy  that  little  narrow  fpirit  of 

party. 
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party,  the  prevalence  of  which  has  done  fuch  incre- 
dible mifchief  to  the  caufe  of  Chrift  upon  earth. 

With  lincere  refpeiS:  both  for  your  pcrfon  and  abi- 
lities, f  remain,  with  great  cordiality,  yours,  in  our 
common  Lord. 

W.  ViDLER. 


Letter  to  a  Minifier  on  the  Death  of  his  eldejl  Son. 

DEAR  BB.0THEII, 

IT  was  not  till  yefterday  evening  that  I  knew  of 
the  d^nife  of  y<Mir  fon,  or  ihould  have  written 
iboner,  as  I  conceive  myfelf  bound  in  a  particular 
manner  to  adminiiler  to  that  wound  whertof  I  was 
the  harbinger^.  little  did  I  think  that  the  firft  time 
I  /pake  to  you  it  ihould  turn  out  (in  Providence)  to 
be  a  warning  of  that  afHiftion  which  was  fo  foon  to 
overtake  you.  This,  with  many  other  circumfiances^ 
fer\'es  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinion,  that  we  all  have 
a  taik  to  perform  in  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  things  (whe- 
ther profeflbr  or  profane),  which^  we  have  neither 
power  or  will  to  aflent  to,  or  diflent  from-f-,  but  are 
compelled  to  aft  in  that  ijphere  whereby  we  bcft  an- 
fwer  the  d^gn  of  Providence. 

♦  The  writer,  not  many  days  before  the  death  of  the  yoiith  al- 
luded to,  in  converfation  with  his  £aither,  faid.  My  friend,  you  have 
one  difficult  part  of  a  father's  charaider  to  fuflain ;  you  have  not 
jf«/  JqH  a  child,  you  mUft  ezptd  fome  of  them  to  die. 

f  Thi:i  h  Jiot  the  icQtimfiat  of  the  £4itor.  ^ 

I  doubt 
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I  doubt  not  but  the  event  which  is  the  occafion  of 
this  letter,  has  put  you  mfuH  pofleflion  of  the  feelings 
of  a  father  ;  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  you  have  that  de- 
gree of  fenfibility  which  mull  inevitably  make  your 
grief  the  more  poignant,  efpecially  fr,  when  you  re- 
.  fle<9:  on  the  age  of  the  plant  which  you  had  nurtured 
with  fb  much  care  and  anxiety  to  the  verge  of  matu- 
rity, and  then  to  be  removed-^— Oh  !  it  niuft  be  morb 
than  man  that  can  fay  to  the  heaving  throbbing  heart " 
be  flill,  or  to  tlie  flowing  tear  go  back.  Here  the 
Chriftian  fteps  in,  faying,  if  the  Lord  come  down 
into  his  garden,  (hall  he  not  pluck  a  rofe  here,  and  a 
lily  there  ?  Is  he  not  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  that 
he  may  plant  here,  and  cut  down  there  ? — ^Yea,  he  is 
Lord  of  all,  and  cannot  do  wrong.  I  trull  that  your 
fpirit  can  bear  teftimony  to  fuch  language  on  this  nie- 
lancholy  occafion ;  if  fo,  it  is  a  privilege  :  but  it  is  a 
higher  privilege  ftill,  if  ineverv  calamity  and  diftrefs 
we  are  io  fup|X)rted  by  "grace  as  to  hve  this  truth.  If 
men  would  talk  of  eledling  love,  it  is  here ;  not  to 
the  rejection  of  them  who  are  not  (at  prefent)  the 
happy  recipients  of  this  grace,  but  living  a^'  a  kind  of 
firft-fruits  for  them,  through  the  acceptance  of  which 
the  whole  harv^eft  becomes  accept^  d.  * 

.  But  you  have  a  pang  yet  to  icc\ — that  is,  in  leaving 
the  remains  behind  you.  May  tl:c  Lord  of  all  grace 
and  conlblajjoii  fiipport  you  at  the  gapmg  giave. 
Here  I  can  anticipate  your  feelings,  and  drop  a  tear 
of  fympathy  ;  but  in  the  next  ftage  I  mufl  leave  you 

to 


THE  UNIVERSALI8T  3  MISCELLANY.  40 

to  God  and  yourfelf.  When  you  iland  before  your 
auditory  to  improve  this  folemn  circumilance,  may 
you  be  enabled  on  th^t  trying  occalion  to  fhew  to  all 
around  that  the  cardinal  virtues  live,  in  all  their 
energy,  in  the  mind  of  the  Chriftian  ;  and  while  you 
fpeak,  may  many  be  blefled  around  by  the  fpirit  ot 
our  God,  and  may  the  fpeaker  himfelf  receive  his  por- 
tion. I  add  no  more,  but  that  I  am  your  brother  in 
Chrift.  A.  G. 

Londony  Jan.  30,  1797. 

—    ■  ■  ■  -nx 

NATURAL  HISTORY. 

f  Continued  from  page  36.^ 

ji  Fiew  of  the  Earth,  from  the  Light  ofAJironomy  and 

Geography. 

WE  have  briefly  confidcred  the  magnificent 
grandeur  and  beautiful  order  of  the  heavenly 
bodies  :  we  now  tiu-n  our  eyes  to  the  Earth,  here  wc 
fhali  fee  that  as  the  heavens  made  known  the  glory 
of  God,  fb  the  earth  is  full  of  his  bounty. 

In  our  furvey  of  this  we  fhall  find  fome  things  that 
will  appear  as  defects  :  inftead  of  attempting  to  rea- 
fon  ourfclves  into  an  opinion  that  they  are  regular, 
arid  beautiful,  and  neccflary,  perhaps  we  fhould  do 
better  to  remember  tliat  our  globe  does  not  exhibit  to 
us  its  original  appearance;  Revelation  informs  us  that 
it  has  been  overflown  by  the  waters  of  a  flood  :  and 
not  only  docs  the  furfacc  of  the  earth,  by  its  unequal 

Vol.  I.  II  and 
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and  deformed  look,  confirm  the  voice  of  Revelation, 
but  its  caverns  and  decpeft  receflcs,  fo  far  as  man  has 
penetrated  into  them,  exhibit  unequivocal  proofs  of  a 
univerfal  deluge.  We  have  to  confider  our  habita- 
tion, therefore,  in  a  flate  of  comparative  ruin  ;  in  its 
prefent  condition  it  Hands  as  a  monument  of  divine 
power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  :i — What  was  it  then 
before  human  tranfgreflion  thus  defpoiled  it  ?  And 
what  will  it  be  when  he  that  Gtteth  on  the  throne 
fhall  have  new-made  it  fit  for  the  habitation  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  ? 

The  fituation  and  form  of  the  earth  firft  claim  our 
attention.  We  have  before  obferved  that  it  is  one  of 
thofe  bodies  which  circulate  in  our  folar  fyftem  :  it 
occupies  the  third  place  from  the  fun ;  Mercury  and 
Venus  being  within  its  orbit.  Mars,  Jupiter,  Saturn, 
and  the  Georgium  Sidus  without  it  On  this  ac- 
count fome  authors  have  celebrated  the  happinefs  of 
its  fituation,  as  being  fuperior  to  that  of  the  other 
planets  ;  but  perhaps  in  this  they  have  only  flattered 
the  little  felfifli  vanity  of  human  nature,  which  has  a 
very  ftrong  defire  to  monopolize  the  favour  of  the 
Deity. 

Befides  that  motion  which  the  earth  has  round  the 
lun,  the  circuit  of  which  is  performed  in  a  year,  it  has 
another  upon  its  own  axle,  which  it  performs  in 
twenty-four  hours :  thus  like  a  chariot  wheel  it  has 
a  compound  motion,  for  while  it  goes  forward  on  its 
journey,  it  is  all  the  while  turning  upon  itfclf.     From 

thcr 
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the  firft  of  theft  two  arife  the  grateful  viciffitude  of 
the  ieaibns  ;  from  the  fecond  that  of  day  and  night. 

It  may  reafonably  be  thought  that  a  body  thus 
wheeling  in  circles  will  itfclf  be  a  fphere  :  the  earth, 
beyond  a  doubt,  is  found  fo  to  be  ;  whenever  its  fha- 
dow  happens  to  fall  upon  the  moon  in  an  eclipfe,  it 
appears  to  be  always  circular,  in  whatever  pofition  it 
IS  projedted ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  prove,  that  a  body  which 
in  every  poiition  makes  a  circular  fhadow  muft  itfelf 
be  round. 

The  rotundity  'of  the  earth  may  alfo  be  proved  from 
the  meeting  of  two  fhips  at  fea ;  the  top  of  each  are  the 
firft  parts  that  are  difcovered  by  both,  the  under  parts 
being  hidden  by  the  convexity  of  the  globe  which 
arifes  between  them.  The  fhips  in  this  inftance  may 
be  refembled  to  two  men  who  approach  each  other 
on  the  oppofite  fides  of  a  hill ;  their  heads  will  firft 
be  feen,  as  they  gradually  come  nearer  they  will 
come  entirely  into  view.  Notwithftanding  which, 
when  we  fay  that  the  earth  is  round,  we  only  mean 
that  it  is  nearly  fo :  it  has  been  found  by  a6lual  mea- 
fiiremcnt  to  be  rather  flatted  at  the  poles,  fo  that  its 
form  is  fomewhat  like  that  of  an  orange.  The  cauie 
of  this  is  afcribed  to  the  greater  rapidity  of  the  motion 
with  which  the  parts  of  the  earth  are  canied  round 
at  the  equator,  which  confcqucntly  is  raifed  in  pro- 
portion as  the  poles  are  deprefled. 

As  the  earth  receives  light  from  the  fun,  fo  it  like- 
wife  derives  much  of  its  warmth  and  power  ofvege- 

II 2  tation 
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t^tion  from  the  fame  fource :  but  the  different  parts 
of  it  |)articipate  of  thofc  advantages  in  very  different 
degrees,  and  accordingly  put  on  very  different  ap- 
pearances :  a  polar  profpe6l  and  a  landfcape  at  the 
equator  are  as  oppofite  in  their  appearances  as  in  their 
fituation.  The  polar  regions  receive  the  folar  beanos 
in  a  very  oblique  diredion,  and  continue  for  one  half 
of  the  year  in  night.  They  poflefs  but  few  of  the  ge- 
nial comforts  that  other  parts  of  the  world  enjoy,  at 
leaft  in  our  apprchenfion ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
dreary  countries  find  charms  enough  to  attach  them 
to  the  fpot,  and  even  to  prefer  it  to  any  other  part  of 
the  earth.  A  ftriking  infbuKe  this  of  the  goodnefs 
of  Providence,  which  enables  human  nature  to  ac- 
commodate itfelf  to  its  fituation  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Nothing  can  be  more  dreadful  and  hideous 
than  the  pi<5lurc  which  travellers  prcfent  of  thofe 
wretched  regions.  The  ground,  which  is  rocky  and 
barrcu,  rears  itfelf  in  every  place  into  lofly  mountains 
and  inacceffible  cliffs,  and  meets  the  mariner's  eye 
even  at  forty  leagues  diftancc  from  the  fhorc.  Thefe 
precipices,  frightful  in  thcmfelves,  receive  an  addi- 
tional horror  by  being  always  covered  with  ice  and 
fnow,  which  daily  feem  to  accumulate  and  fill  all  the 
vallics  with  incrcafmg  defolaCon.  The  few  rocks 
and  cliffe  that  are  bare  qf  fnow  look  at  a  diflance  of  a 
dark  brown  colour,  and  quite,  naked.  Upon  a  nearer 
approach  they  arc  found  replete  with  many  veins  of 
different  coloured  ftone^  and  here  and  thei'e  fpread 

over 
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over  with  a  little  earth  and  a  fcanty  portion  of  graft 
and  heath  5  the  internal  parts  dfthe  country  are  ftill 
more  defolate.     In  wandering  thefe  folitudes   fomc 
plains  appear  covered  with  ice,  which  at  firft  glanc^ 
feems  to  promife  the  traveller  an  eafy  journey  ;   but 
the^e  are  even  more  formidable  and  more  unpaflable 
than   the   mountains   themfelvcs,  being   cleft  with 
dreadful  chafms,  and   every  where  abounding  with 
pits  that  threaten  certain  deftru6lion<     The  feas  that 
furround  tbefe  inhofpitable  coafls  are  ftill  more  afto- 
nifliing,    being  covered  with  flakes  of  floating   ice 
that  fpread  like  extcnfive  fields,   or  that  rife  out  of 
the  water  like  enormous  mountains.     Thefe,  which  . 
are  compofed  of  naatcrials  as  clear  and  tranfparent  as 
glais,  afliume  many  ftrange  and  fantaftic  appearances. 
Some  of  them  look  like  churches  or  caflles,  with 
pointed  turrets  ;    feme  like  ihips  in  full  fail ;   and 
people  have  often  given  themfelves  the  fruitleis  toil 
to  fet  out  in  order  to  pilot  the  imaginary  veflfels  into 
harbour.     There  are  fl:ill  others  that  appear  like  large 
iflands,  with  plains,  and  vallies,  and  hills,  which  often 
rear  their  heads  two  hundred  yards  above  the  level  of 
the  lea  ;  and  although  the  height  of  thefe  be  amaz- 
ing, yet  their  depth  beneath  is  fiill  more  fo^  fome  of 
them  being  found  to  fink  three  hundred  flithom  un- 
der water.     To  add  ftill  fui-thcrto  the  horrors  of  the 
polar  regions,  there  is  often  fo  thick  a  fog  for  days 
together,  that  the  inhabitants  are  enveloped  in  almoft 
total    darknefs,    which    expofes   tlie  mariner  to  the 
greateft  perils.  The 
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The  above  account  is  chiefly  taken  from  Crantz's 
Hiftory  of  Greenland,  which,  as  it  is  connecSted  with 
the  miflion  of  the  Moravian  Brethren  to  that  inhof- 
pitable  country,  is  a  moft  ufeful,  pious,  and  enter- 
taining work. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  that  the  torrid 
zone  was  not  habitable  :  they  had  not  indeed  pene- 
trated to  that  region  ;  but  as  far  as  they  had  pene- 
trated towards  the  line,  they  obfer\'ed  an  increafe  of 
heat :  from  hence  they  concluded  that  at  the  equator 
the  earth  muft  be  incapable  of  vegetation.  It  is  true 
that  the  landfcape  betwixt  the  tropics  is  in  perfe6l 
contraft  with  that  which  is  mentipned  above  ;  but  no 
part  of  the  earth  teems  more  with  life  than  fome  parts 
of  the  torrid  zone.  In  thofe  countries  the  fun-beams^ 
darting  dire6lly  downwards,  burn  up  the  lighter  foils 
into  extenfive  fandy  deferts,  or  quicken  all  the  moif- 
ture  with  incredible  vegetation.  In  thofe  regions 
almoft  all  the  fame  inconveniendes  are  felt  from  the 
proximity  of  the  fun,  that  in  the  former  were  endured  ' 
from  its  abfence.*  The  deferts  are  entirely  barren, 
except  where  they  are  found  to  produce  ferpents,  and 
that  in  fuch  quantities,  that  fome  extenfive  plains  , 
fecm  almoft  entirely  covered  with  them  *. 

It  often  happens  alfo  that  this  dry  foil,  which  is  lb 
parched  and  comminuted  by  the  force  of  the  fun, 
rifes  with  the  fmalleft  breeze  of  wind;  and  the  fanda 

♦  Sec  Adamfon*s  Dcfcription  of  Senegal. 

being 
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being  compofed.  of  parts  almoft  as  fmall  as  thofe  of 
water,  they  afliime  a  fimilar  appearance,  rolling  on- 
ward in  waves  like  thofe  of  a  troubled  fea,  and  over- 
whelming all  they  meet  with  inevitable  deftrucftiorL 
On  the  other  hand,  thofe  trails  which  are  fertile 
teem  with  vegetation  even  to  a  noxious  degree.  The 
grais  rifes  to  fuch  a  height  as  often  to  require  bunw 
ing :  the  forcfts  arc  impaflable  from  underwoods,  and 
fo  matted  above,  that  even  the  fun,  fierce  as  it  is,  can 
feldom  penetrate  :  thefe  are  fo  thick  as  fcarce  to  be 
extirpated  ;  for  the  tops  being  fo  bound  together  by 
the  climbing  plants  that  grow  round  them,  that  tho? 
an  hundred  fhould  be  cut  at  the  bottom,  yet  not  one 
would  fall,  as  they  mutually  fupport  each  other.  In 
thefe  dark  and  tangled  forcfts  beafts  of  various  kinds^ 
infers  in  aftpnifhing  abundance,  and  ferpents  of  fur- 
prifing  magnitude,  fin4  a  quiet  retreat  from  man, 
and  arc  feldom  difturbed  except  by  each  other. 

In  tjiis  manner  the  extremes  of  our  globe  feem 
equally  unfitted  for  the  comforts  and  conveniencies 
of  life;  and  although  the  imagination  may  find  an 
awful  plcafurc  in  contemplating  the  frightful  preci- 
pices of  Greenland,  or  the  luxurious  verdure  of  Africa, 
yet  true  happinefs  can  only  be  found  in  the  more 
moderate  climates,  where  the  gifts  of  nature  may  be 
enjoyed  without  incurring  danger  in  obtaining  them. 

It  is  in  the  temperate  zone,  therefore,  that  all  the  arts 
of  improving  nature  and  refining  upon  happinefs  have 
l^cen  invented  ;  and  this  part  of  the  earth  is,  more 

properly 
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properly  fpeaking,  the  theatre  of  natural  hiftory. 
Although  there  be  many  animals  and  vegetables  in 
the  unexplored  forefts  under  the  line,  yet  moft  of 
thefe  may  remain,  in  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  things,  for 
ever  unknown,  as  curiofity  is  there  repreflcd  by  fur- 
rounding  danger ;  but  it  is  otherwife  in  thefe  mild 
regions  which  we  inhabit,  and  where  this  art  had  its 
beginning.  Among  us  there  is  Icarcely  a  ihrub,  a 
flower,  or  an  infeA,  without  its  particular  hiftory  ; 
fcarcely  a  plant  that  could  be  ufeful  which  has  not 
been  propagated,  nor  a  weed  that  could  be  noxious 
'wfiich  has  not  been  pointed  out  *. — [To  be  continued.^ 


THE  APOSTLES'  CREED, 

As  puhlijhed,  in  1151,-  by  Order  of  King  Henry  the 
Second^  to  he  Jubfcribed  by  the  Iri/h. 

IBELEEVE  in  God  Fadir  Almichty,  Fppiper  of 
Heeven  and  Earth,  and  in  Jhefus  Chrift  his 
otieleihi  fon  ure  Lorverd,  that  is  ivange  Thurch  tho 
Holy  Ghoft,  bore  of  Mary  Maiden,  tholede  pine  un- 
der Ponce-Pilat,  picht  on  rode  trte.,  dead  and  is  bu- 
ried, licht  into  hell,  the  triddc  day  from  death  arofe, 
fteich  into  Heeven,  (it  on  his  Fadir  richt  honde  God 
Almichty,  then  is  commandc  to  deme  the  quickke 
and  the  dede.  I  beleeve  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  all  holy 
chirche,  mone  of  all  hall  wen,  forgivenis  of  fine,  flciis 
uprifing,  lifF  with  aaten  end.     Amen. 

*  See  Goldfmith*s  Hiftory  of  the  Earth. 

THE 
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THE  PlOyS  PRINCE. 

HENRY,  Prince  of  Wales,  fon  of  King  James 
the  Firft,  being  at  a  hunting-match,, the  flag, 
almoft  fpent,  crofled  a  road  where  a  butcher  was  paf- 
fing  with  his  dog :  the  flag  was  inftantly  killed  by 
the  dog,  at  which  the  huntfmcn  were  greatly  offend- 
ed, and  endeavoured  to  irritate  the  Prince  againft  the 
butcher;  but  his  Highnefs  anfwered  coolly,  "What 
*'  if  the  butcher's  dog  killed  the  flag,  could  the 
«  butcher  help  it  ?"— They  replied,  "  That  if  his 
"  father  had  been  fo  ferved,  he  would  have  fwom  fo 
"  no  one  could  have  endured  it.*' — "  Away  !"  cried 
the  Prince,  "  all  the  pleafurc  in  the  world  is  not 
"  worth  an  oath."  It  is  alfo  faid  of  this  Prince,  that 
when  at  play,  being  alked  why  he  did  not  fwear  as 
others  did,  he  anfwered,  "  He  knew  no  game  worthy 
of  an  oath." 


77fe  j4ccount  of  Jonah  and  the  Whale ^  confidered. 

THE  Hebrew  having  long  been  a  dead  language, 
it  is  only  by  comparing  of  words,  and  feeing 
the  various  agreements  of  them  in  the  feveral  places 
in  which  they  occun,  that  their  precife  idea  can  pof- 
fibly  be  known.  Inftead  therefore  of  condemning 
former  tranflators  of  the  Bible  for  any  errors  they 
may  have  made,  much  praifc  is  due  unto  them.  If 
modems  with  their  advantages  laboured  equally  with 
them,  foon  would  a  flood  of  truth  be  poured  forth. 
Vol.  I.  I  whofe 
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tirhofe  brilliancy  would  captivate  and  aftonifh  man- 
kind.    To  attain  this,   Chriflians  fhould  not  be  of- 
fended at  a  difFerence  of  fentiment,  nay  even  fhould 
Ibme  of  thofe  paflages  which  they  have  long  looked 
upon  as. a  principal  bulwark  of  divine  truth  be  over- 
turned :  they  ought  not  indifcriminately  to  condemn 
but  examine,  ftudying  rightly  to  underfland  divine 
truth.     The  paflage  which   I  have  undertaken  to 
comment  upon  is  of  that  nature.     Some  may  think 
I  would  wifti   to   dcftroy    the  miracle    of  Jonah's 
falvation,    and    by  it  to  add  one  'more  argument 
in  favour  of  infidelity  ;   but  let  fuch  confider,  that 
the  facred  writings  refer  every,  yea  even  the  mod 
trifling  occurrence  of  life,  to  an  all-dire6ting  Provi- 
dence; and  that  the    principal    difFerence  betwixt 
fcriptural  and  modern  believers  is  the  fame  as  that 
which  is  betwi^STTcriptural  and  modem  hiflory :  the 
one  acknowledges  the  hand  of  God  in  every  thing, 
the  other  only  in  remarkable  occurrences  :  the  one 
could  fee  him  in  the  houfe,  the  flore,  the  field,  or  the 
camp,  but  the  other  only  in^  fupcrnatural  events.  But 
let  the  Chriftian  confider  Jehovah  ruleth  over  all 
things,  and  that  the  miracle  is  equally  a  miracle, 
whether  he  preferveth  his  fervant  in  the  belly  of  a 
fifh,  or  in  the  heart  of  a  rock  :  each  or  either  would 
be  a  miracle,  that  is,  an  interpofition  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, only  that  the  one  is  adling  as  he  generally 
does,  by  caufes  adapted  naturally  to  the  event ;  but 
in  the  other,  by  laws  contrary  to  thofe  which  he  has 
himfelf  appointed  to  govern  nature. 
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i ,  And  Jehovah  appointed  a  great  Dag  to  fwall6w 
Jonah  ;  and  Jonah  was  in  the  infide  of  the  Dag 
three  days  and  three  nights ;  and  Jonah  prayed 
to  Jehovah  his  God  from  the  infide  of  the  Dag, 
and  faid^ 

2.  In  my  diftrefs  I  called  to  Jehovah !  he  ai>fwered  me ! 

3.  From  the  infide  of  Shaul,  I  cried  !  thou  heardeft 

my  voice ! 

4.  For  thoa  caufedfl:  me  to  be  thrown  into  the  heart 

of  the  overwhelming  waters. , 

5.  For  the  iiream  encompafled  me  ;  all  thy  breakers 

and  removings  pafled  over  me. 

6.  And  I  iaid,  I  am  banifhed  from  the  prefence  of 

thine  eyes, 

7.  Yet  I  will  look  repeatedly  to  the  temple  of  thine 

hoUnefs; 

8.  The  waters  raged  beyond  my  body,  the  deep  tmii- 

ed  around  me. 

9.  The  weeds  girded  my  head,   to  the  ends  of  the 

mountains  I  delcended ! 
The  earth  with  her  bars  was  behind  me  for  a  timc,^ 

1 0.  But  my  life,  thou  raifedft  it  up  from  corruption, 

Jehovah,  my  God  ! 

1 1 .  When  thou  caufedfl:  my  body  to  be  hid,  I  re- 

membered thee,  Jehovah ; 

12.  And  my  prayer  came  unto  thee,  to  the  temple  of 

thy  holinefs. 
J  3.  The  keepers  of  falfe  refljaints  forfake  abounding 

goodnefs ; 
,  ^  1 2  14,  But 
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14.  But  with  the  voice  of  confeflion  I  facrifice  to  thqe. 

15.  What  I  have  vowed  I  will  complete ;  ijpon  Je- 

hovah is  felvation. 

16.  And  Jehovah  commanded  the  Dag,  and  it  fliot 

forth  Jonah  to  the  dry  land. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1.  The  Hebrew  language  has  all  its  words  de- 
rived from  a  primary  idea,  which  is  the  root  from 
whence  other  words  are  derived,  branching ,  forth 
thus,  from,  ^^  prefs"  is  derived  *^  wine,"  i.  e.  liquor 
prefled  out ;  ^^  mud,"  i.  e.  earth  drained  off;  "  the 
dove,"  or  the  opprefled  bird,  and  fo  on  to  oppreflion, 
depreflion,  afflidlion.  A  language  thus  formed,  and 
whofe  parts  of  fpeech  are  various,  only  by  the  addition 
of  fome  one  or  more  of  eleven  of  the  letters  of  the  al- 
phabet, intermixed  in  different  parts  of  the  three  let- 
ters which  always  form  the  root  of  the  future  words, 
is  eafily  learnt,  and  certain  in  its  application,  excepting 
in  the  names  of  things,  or  where  the  derivation  of  the 
root  is  loft.  It  is  this  that  appears  to  me  to  have  oc- 
cafioned  an  error  in  the  tranflation  of  this  paflage. 

1.  ^^  A  great  Dag."— The  Philiftines  had  an  idol 
called  Dagon,  which  they  worfliipped  ;  the  upper 
part  of  it  was  like  a  man,  the  lower  like  a  fiih  :  his 
name  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  this  word  Dag, 
which  fignifies  to  increafe  qr  multiply,  and  from  it 
Dagou,  the  multiplier,  or  the  god  who  increafed 
tfcin^.    From  this  word  likewife  fifli  and  corn  in 

general 
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general  took  their  name,  from  their  natural  fecun- 
dity; and  from  thence,  by  the  iniertion  of  one  letter, 
which  makes  the  noun  to  become  a  participle,  "  fifh- 
ing."  This  word  cannot  poffibly  mean  a  whale,  be* 
caufe  the  word  ufed  for  thatfpccies  of  fifh,  1.  Gen. 
xxi.  4.  Lam.  iii,  is  Tene ;  neither  would  it  mean  a 
large  fi(h,  becaufe>  as  they  feldom  have  above  a  few 
young  at  a  time,  they  cannot  agreeable  to  the  idiom 
of  the  Hebrew,  be  named  from  a  word  which  fignifies 
to  increafe. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  our  Lord  draws  the  comparifon 
between  Jonah's  fituation  in  the  whale's  belly,  and 
his  own  in  the  fepulchre :  but  it  muft  be  oMerved 
that  the  Greek,  as  well  as  the  Hebrew,  is  a  dead  lan- 
guage, and  that  the  words  ufed  for  "  whale's  belly,'* 
are  of  the  fame  general  fignificiation  as  they  are  in  the 
Hebrew. 

2.  The  coaft  of  Paleftine  is  remarkably  rocky,  and 
■Kxlem  travellers  confirm  the  Scripture  allufions 
when  fpeaking  of  it,  of  "  holes  in  the  rocks,"  and 
"  clefts  in  the  craggy  rocks,"  and  that  fifhermen  re- 
tired to  them  for  fhelter  and  to  dry  their  nets.  The 
word  Jonah  makes  ufe  of,  that  is  tranflated  ^*  belly," 
fignifies  "  the  inner  partS,"  fi-om  the  loofenefs  of  their 
texture,  and  is  made  ufe  of  by  David  to  denote  *^  the 
mind,"  or  motion  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  and 
by  Ifaiah  xlviii.  IQ.  for  the  "  gravel :"  its  primary  idea 
is  loil,  but  fuppofed  to  be  '^  loofenefe,  divifioil,  fepa- 
ratioo."    Jonah  makes  ufe  of  a  different  word  in  the 

fecond 
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fccond  verfc,  '^  the  belly  of  hell,"  which  1.  K.  vii,20, 
is  ufed  for  the  central  or  hollow  part  of  a  pillar,  and 
by  Job  and  Solomon  frequently  for  the  mind  or 
thoughts.  I  cannot  therefore  but  think  that  the 
words  fignify  *^  the  internal  parts  of  a  rock,  oxfijhmg^ 
place y^  confident  that  none  but  a  moft  fanciful  imagi- 
nation can  adapt  one  of  Jonah's  alli]£ons  in  his  Pfalm 
of  praifeto  any  thing  but  a  cavern,  with  thcfea  rol- 
ling round  it,  while  the  temped  awfully  beat  againft  it. 

3.  "  ShauK" — ^This  word  is  made  ufe  of  by  David, 
when  (peaking  prophetically  of  Chrifl :  he  faid,  "  thou 
wilt  not  leave  my  nepes,"  "  my  body  in  Shaul."  The 
word  means  a  hiding-place,  where  any  thing  is  put 
out  rf  fight.  Now  if  Jonah  was  in  the  cavern  of  a 
rock,  out  of  fight  of  man,  he  was  typical  of  Chrift, 
who  was  buried  in  a  new  tomb  dug  out  of  a  rock. 

4.  Had  Jonah  been  in  the  belly  of  a  live  fifh,  carried 
about  from  place  to  place,  he  would  not  have  been  a 
type  of  our  Lord,  excepting  with  regard  to  the  time 
of  his  confinement.  But  fuppofing  him  to  have  been 
in  the  cavern  of  a  rock,  there  would  be  a  fli'iking 
fimilarity  in  every  circumftance :  both  put  in  the 
rock,  not  by  themfelves,  but  others;  the  one  willingly 
devoting  himfelf  for  the  lives  of  hi^  mcfs-matcs,  the 
other  for  thefalvation  of  his  brethren  after  the  flefh  : 
the  bodies  of  both  quiefcent  being  confined  fo  one 
fpot :  both  were  preferved  from  deftrudlion — Chrift 
firom  putrefaction,  and  Jonah  from  the  furrounding 
elements  ;  and  both  were  fent  forth  from  the  places 
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of  tbcir  concealment  to  teflify  unto  /nankind  of  the 
abounding  mercies  of  Jehovah,  teaching  Gentile  na- 
tions to  confefs  his  goodnefs  to  the  fons  of  men. 

5.  Jonah  fays,  ^^  the  ftrcams  encompafled  me.'* 
Had  Jonah  been  in  the  belly  of  a  whale,  could  this 
have  been  poffible  ?  but  in  a  rock  off  the  fhorc  there 
would  have  been  a  continual  rippling  tide  around, 
and  during  a  rolling  fea  "  the  breakers  cr  wa\TS** 
would  undoubtedly  have  paflc  d  over  him,  dafhing 
in  and  rolling  out  of  the  cavern. 

6.  In  this  awful  fituation  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
banilhcd  from  the  prefence  of  God  ;  but,  like  a  true 
believer,  determines  to  die  looking  towards  the  temple 
at  Jerufalcm,  it  being  the  cuftom  of  the  Ifraelites 
always  to  pray  with  their  faces  towards  the  temple. 

7.  He  again  returns  to  the  horrors  of  his  fituation, 
and  fays,  fo  high  was  the  tempcft  that  "  the  waves 
raged  beyond  my  body  :"  they  not  only  rolled  around 
his  feet,  but  beat  over  him ;  and  by  them  the  fea- 
weed  was  call  upon  bit  head — Could  this  be  in  the 
belly  of  a  fifh  ?  We  at  prefent  know  of  none  that 
feed  upon  flefh  as  well  as  grafs  :  they  appear  to  be 
confined  either  to  flefli  or  to  vegetables ;  if  fo,  how 
came  the  weeds  around  Jonah's  head  ?  Is  not  this 
rather  a  ftriking  defcription  of  a  tempcfl:,  tearing  up 
the  plants  fi-om  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  and  dafhing 
them  uport,  in,  and  over  the  rock,  and  fhaking 
with  dread  Jonah's  whole  frame  :  he  thought  every 
.moment  would  be   his   lafi,  expecting  that   every 

rifing 
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rifing  furge  would  hurry  him  from  his  ihcjttr  to 
the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  that  his  difembodied 
ipirit  would  be  fhut  up  in  that  abyfs,  from  whofc 
concave  vault  arife  the  balls  of  the  mountains.  In 
his  imagination  the  bars  of  earth-'s  dark  jMrifon  were 
fixed  upon  him  for  a  time,  even  until  the  goodnefs 
of  Jehovah  raifed  him  up  from  that  impending  death 
and  confequent  corruption  that  hung  over  him. 

8.  He  aonfefles  that  in  a  ftate  of  fufFering  he  re— ^ 
membered  Jehovah,  and  owns,  with  grateful  recol- 
ledlion,  Jehovah  heard  his  prayere. 

9.  He  declares  his  folly  in  permitting  the  fear  of 
man,  a  fenfe  of  the  greatnefs  of  a  duty,  or  any  other 
reftraint,  to  prevent  him  from  obeying  the  commands, 
of  Jehovah  ;  acknowledging  that  by  going  out  of  the 
path  of  duty  he  had  forfaken  abounding  goodneft, 
and  from  permitting  himfelf  to  be  opprefled  by  falfe 
reftraints,  he  had  given  up  the  greateft  bleffings.    . 

10.  Having  acknowledged  his  folly,  he  fays,  that 
with  the  confeffion  of  it  he  would  facrifice  his  fears, 
and  perform  the  vows  of  obedience  he  had  promifed, 
acknowledging  that  felvation  belongeth  folely  to 
Jehovah. 

11.  With  this  declaration  a  wave,  by  the  com- 
mand of  Jehovah,  appears  to  have  rufhed  into  the 
cavern  with  fuch  violence  as  to  remove  him  from  his 
fituation,  and  in  its  returning  to  have  rolled  him 
upon  the  dry  land.  ^  A. 
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To  the  Editor  oftht  UniverfaUffs  MifcelJany. 

SIR, 

If  you  think  the  following  Anecdote  is  worthy  of  a 
place  in  your  Publication,  it  is  at  your  Service. 

ON  Sunday,  April  6,  1794,  being  at  the  New 
Chapel  City  Road,  I  heard  Mr.  R preach 

from  thefe  words,  '^  Verily  verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
whatfoevcr  you  alk  the  Father  in  my  name,  it  fhall 
be  given  you.'*  In  the  courfe  of  his  ferraon,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  we  might  reft  on  thefe  words,  in  alking 
for  corapleat  deliverance  from  fin.  That  we  might 
alk  this  for  ourfelves,  our  acquaintance,  and  for  all 
mankind.  I  afterwards  alked  him,  *^  Sir,  if  I  pray  for 
the  falvation  of  all  mankind,  ftiall  I  receive  an  anfwer 
to  my  prayer.'*  He  replied,  ^^  Yes,  you  know  the 
Apoftle  exhorts  that  fupplicatioiis,  prayers,  interccf- 
fions,  and  giving  of  thanks,  be  made  for  all  men." 
True  faid  I ;  but  will  not  the  do<5lrine  of  the  Reftora- 
tion  follow.  After  a  fhort  paufe,  he  faid, "  No,  what 
I  mean  by  all  men*  is,  all  men  that  are  now  alive  on 
earth."  I  alked  ftirther,  ^^  if  I  pray  for  the  falvation  of 
all  men  that  are  now  alive,  will  my  prayer  be  heard  ?'• 
*'  He  faid,  I  cannot  toil ;  only  God  commands  us  to 
pray  for  all  men." 

A  FRAGMENT. 

"  WHY  fhould  I  not  efteem  a  Catholic  or 

a    Quaker  ?"  ^  faid  Candidus,  ^'  there  certainly    are 

good  men  of  all  parties."     Diotrephes  put  on  a  look 
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importance,  and  aflerted  that  there  could  be  nb 
real  goodnefs  in  a  man,  whofe  faith  was  erroneous. 
Candidus  fmiled.  Diotrephes  frowned.  Chriftophi- 
los  began  a  tale.  "  My  neighbour  Petilian,  who  is 
a  Catholic/*  faid  he,  "had  an  only  fon,  who  difgraced 
his  family,  wafted  his  property,  half  broke  his  father's 
heart,  and  fled,  all  profligacy  and  difeafes  as  he  was, 
abroad."  Petilian  never  forgot  he  had  a  fon,  often 
wept  at  recoUedling  it,  and  grew  gray  with  hoping 
againft  hope,  that  he  (hould  live  to  clafp  his  penitent 
fon  in  his  arms.  After  twenty  five  years,  in  which 
he  had  often  been  informed  that  his  fon  was  alive, 
but  became  worfe  and  worfe ;  Rufus,  ^  rough  but 
honeft  and  benevolent  captain  of  a  ihip,  came  to  pay 
Petilian  a  vifit ;  "  Pardon  me,  Petilian,  if  I  aflc  when 
your  heard  of  your  fon."  The  old  gentleman  took 
out  his  handkerchief  and  wiped  his  eyes.  ^^  I  can 
give  you  fomc  intelligence  of  him,  added  Rufus,  and 
on  the  whole  not  unpleafant."  Petilian  looked  hard 
at  him,  his  jaw  quivered,  he  drew  himfelf  forward, 
fat  on  the  edge  of  the  front  of  his  chair.  "  Rufus 
added,  he  is  become  a  quakcr*" — Petilian  lifted  up 
one  hand,  the  tears  ran  down  from  both  his  eyes,  and 
exclaimed,  "  is  he  alive!"  "He  is  alive  and  well.'* 
"  My  fon  !"  "  Yes,  your  fon;  I  have  fcen  him  and 
converfed  with  him,  and  wh^t  I  tell  you  is  true.'' 
PelUian  fainted.  Rufus  recovered  him,  and  when  h« 
was  cool  told  him.  I  have  been  abroad.  One  day 
e  fhipwriglit,  a  blunt  man,  came  on  board,  and  told 

me 
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inc  that  he  had  reproached  your  fon  with  his  con- 
du6^,  in  a  manner  io  forcible,  that  he  could  not  re- 
fift  it,  and  that  in  confequence  of  the  remonftrances 
of  his  own  confcience,   excited  by  his  converfation, 
he  had  laid  afide  the  practice  and  quenched  the  love 
of  vice,  and  that  he  now  for  four  years  paft  had  lived 
a  life  of  devotion,  temperance,  and  juflice.     After 
his  reformation  he  had  gone  to  work  with  this  (hip- 
wright,  he  had  married  his  daughter,  and  was  led  by 
that  family  into  that  mode  of  Chrift-anity,  which  we 
call  quakerifm,  for  the  (hipwright  himfelf  was  a  friend, 
and  occafionally  held  forth  on  the  nature  and  prac- 
tice of  virtue  in  a  little  aflembly  of  his  own  people. 
I  was  curious  to  fee  him  and  went  with  my  informer 
on  (hore.     There  I  found  him  with  his  broad  brim, 
eating  his  morfel  with  his  Abigail,  one  of  the  neateft 
of  women,  and  two  fine  children,  the  eldeft  of  whom 
is   the  pifture  of  yourfelf,  and  called  friend  PetilJan, 
after  thee.     I  propofed  an  interview  with  you,  which 
he  refufed  with  tears  of  the  moft  unafFefted  repent- 
ance for  his  fins,  and  exprcflfions  of  efteem  for  your 
virtue.     He  faid,  I  ought  toalk  pardon  of  my  father, 
and  I  would,  but,  recollecfl:  Captain,  my  father  is  a 
man  of  birth,  fortune,  and  fafhion,  and  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.     Thou  wilt   forgive  me,  if  I  fay, 
I    fear    the  prejudices  of  that  very  virtuous  man 
will  not  allow  him  to  take  pleafure  in  me,  now  that 
a  change  fb  barbarous  in  his  eye,  hath  taken  place  in 
fne,  for  virtue  unaccompanied  with  the  gaiety  of  the 

K  2  world. 


69  THB  UXIVEESAU?T*S  MlgCBJ^LANY. 

world,  and  the  ceremonies  of  the  church  hath  no 
being,  much  lefs  beauty  in  the  eyes  of  fuch  men.  I 
think,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  that.it  would  be  M 
a(3:  of  cruelty  to  difturb  the  peace  of  my  father,  per-* 
haps  he  hath  long  ago  buried  me  in  his  imagination^ 
and  it  would  revive  his  grief  to  raifc  me  from  the  dead  ♦ 
I  truft,  at  the  refurre6lion  of  the  laft  day,  the  infi- 
nite mercy  of  God  will  make  the  light  of  me  an  ad- 
dition^ to  his  joy."  Rufu8  paufed, — Petilian  wept,  and 
exclaimed, "  O  that  I  could  fee  him,  probably  I 
might  engage  hhn  to  lay  afide  his  garb  of  virtue, 
without  endangering  his  virtue  itfclf."  ^^  O  no,"  faid 
Rufus,  ^^  it  would  be  dangerous  to  make  the  attempt, 
befide  he  is  an  inconvcrtable  man.  You  muft  ei"-- 
ther  fee  him  as  he  is,  or  never  fee  him  at  all."  ^^  Is 
it  poffible  to  fee  him  ?"  ^^  It  is.  I  have  prevailed 
with  him,  and  brought  him  and  his  family  over." 
^^  Holy  virgin!"  excLaJmcd  Petilian.  ^^  Where  is 
he  ?  I  muft  fee  him.  I  have  forgiven  him.  I  feel  I 
love  him.  I  long  to  embrace  him.  I  have  already 
forgotten,  and  I  will  never  recolledl  the  impropriety 
of  any  means  made  ufe  of  to  recover  a  finner  from  the 
error  of  his  way,  and  to  fill  a  father  with  a  joy  like 
that  of  Grod,  when  he  embraces  a  long  loft,  once 
prodigal,  but  now  penitent  fon."  "  Come  then,  faid 
Rufus,  give  paflage  to  the  fineft  emotions  of  the 
human  heart,  your  fon  faith,  in  language  canonized 
by  both  your  churches.  Father  I  have  firmed  againji 
h^a^veriy  and  before  thee^  and  am  no  mor^  Vforthy  to  be 
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€aBedihyf<m:  make  me  as  one  of  $iy  hired  fervants  i 
and  hie  is  now  iaying  this,  all  iieretic  as  he  is,  in  a 
houie  wherQ  I  have  defircd  him  to  wait.  You  have 
c(nnp^on^  Petilian.  Go,  rtm^fall  on  his  neck  and  kifs 
ilmr,and  then /^^  us  tf//,  infpite  of  farmSy  eat  and  hi 
tnerrjj  for  ' 

Plcafure  and^praife  run  through  God's  hoft, 
To  fee  a  finner  turn  ; 

Then  Satan  hath  a  captive  loft. 

And  Cbrift  a  fubje6l  bom. 

R.  R— . 


Thoughts  07t  the  Extent  of  Salvation  in  the  InterU  and 
Application  of  it. 

THAT  all  mankind  fell  in  Adam,  is  a  truth 
which  all  Chriftians  acknowledge,  however 
much  they  differ  in  their  opinions  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  fall :  and  that  all  men  have  perfonally 
finned  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God — if  they 
have  lived  to  years  ofdifcretion — feems  univerially 
granted, 

^  Now  as  the  fall  of  Adam  was  an  injury  to  all  his 
race,  without  their  a6l  or  confent ;  it  feems  reafona- 
ble  to  fuppofe  that  whatever  mankind  loft  in  him, 
they  fhould  have  it  freely  and  fully  reftored  in  Chrift, 
if  nothing  more.  As  this  thought  is  reafonable,  fo 
it  is  likewife  fcriptural.  "  For  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  fo,  in  Chrift  ftiall  all  be  made  alive.  For  as  by 
jnan  came  death,  by  man  came  alfo  the  refurredlion 

of 
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of  the  dead.  Therefore  as  by  the  offence  of  one 
judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation  !  even 
fo  by  righteoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon 
all  men  unto  juftification  of  life.  For  by  one  man's 
difobedience^  many  were  made  linners;  fo  by  the 
obedience  of  one  fhall  many  be  made  righteous  !" 
Thus  we  fee  God  himfelf  draws  the  parallel  in  .the 
Scriptures,  and  it  does  not  feem  a  matter  of  import- 
ance to  inquire,  what  it  was  we  loft  in  Adam,  for  let 
it  be  what  it  may,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  made  up  in 
Chrift.  And  I  think  it  clear  that  the  fame  way  in 
which  Adam's  sin  becomes  ours  ;  the  righteoufnefe 
of  Chrift  becomes  ours  alfo.  Whether  by  imputation 
of  guilt,  or  tranfufion  of  moral  depravity.  For  there 
is  no  difference  in  the  Appftle's  mode  of  Ipeaking, 
concerning  one  and  the  other ;  they  are  reprefented 
as  equal  in  their  extent,  and  alike  in  their  manner 
of  application. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  this,  we  are  informed  that 
Chrift  is  the  "  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  fin 
of  the  world  ?  That  the  Father  fent  not  the  fon  into 
the  world  to  condemn  the  world ;  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  faved,"  Hence  it  feems 
clear  that  the  intention,  of  falvation  is  as  univerfal  as 
the  ruin  of  human  nature  by  the  fall. 
•  Some  Chriftians  indeed  have  denied  this  univerfal 
intention  of  falvation.  And  while  they  acknowledge 
that  the  death  of  Chrift  is  equal  to  the  falvation  of 
^11,  they  have  exprefsly  limited  the  defign  of  it,  by 

the 
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the  Jhine  intention.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  if  they 
admit,  that  /alvation  is  intended  for  all,  they  cannot 
well  deny,  that  it  ihall  finally  be  applied  to  all : 
otherwife  the  counfel  and  purpofe  of  God  will  be 
fruftrated.  I  am  as  much  perfuaded  as  any  man  caa 
be,  that  the  counfel  and  purpofe  of  God  are  infruftra- 
We ;  but  let  me  alk,  is  it  not  as  diftionourable  to 
God  to  fuppofe  that  he  hath  reftri^lcd  thefalvation 
of  men,  by  an  ^/  of  his  will^  as  to  fuppofe  that  he 
iviUs  the  falvation  of  all  j  but  is  defeated  in  the  ac- 
compli fhment  of  his  defign  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  thofe  Chriftians  who  maintain 
the  univcrfality  of  falvation,  in  the  defign  of  God, 
and  yet  admit  that  his  defign  will  not  be  accomplifli- 
ed,  do  they  not  as  much  difhonour  Gk)d  by  fuppofing, 
that  he  cannot  perform  his  will,  as  by  fuppofing  that 
be  does  not  will  good  to  all  ? 

The  above  conclufions  ^re  as  unfcriptural,  as  they 
4re  difhonourable  to  the  divine  charadlen  For  we 
are  aflured  that  God  is  of  one  mind,  "  That  with  him 
there  is  no  variablenefs,  nor  fhadow  of  turning. 
That  he  will  perform  all  his  pleafure,  and  his  coun- 
fel ^^//fland.  That  whatfoever  he  pleafed  that  he 
did  (and  confequcntly  will  do)  in  heaven  and  in  earth, 
in  the  feas,  and  in  all  deep  places."  On  the  other 
band  the  Scriptures  inform  us  that  '^  The  tender  mer^ 
cies  o(GoA  are  over  ^// his  works.  That  he  defireth 
not  the  death  of  a  firmer.  That  he  calleth  to  the  fons 
of  men.     That  he  commandeth  all  men,  every  where' 
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to  repent.  That  be  hath  given  his  fon  to  die  for 
ail  men.  That  Chrift  tailed  death  for  every  man* 
That  he  is  the  lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the 
fins  of  the  worW* 

Now  doth  the  Scripture  of  truth  conlraditfl  itfelf  ? 
cannot  thofe  declarations  of  Jehovah  be  underftood, 
in  perfeft  unifon  with  each  other  ?  Thefe  points 
have  been  long  debated,  and  Chriftians  have  divided 
themfelves  into  two  great  parties,  called  Calvinifts, 
and  Arminians.  Thefe  have,  waged  perpetual  theo- 
logical war  with  each  other.  Each  fide  has  produced 
its  champions  which  have  equally  cxpofed,  confound* 
od,  ridiculed,  and  made  each  other  contemptible. 

X)uringi;his  ftatc  of  hoftility  the  hands  of  the  wick- 
ed have  beeaftrengthened,  by  the  contention.  The 
great  mafs  of  Chriftians  hath  flept  fecure  in  formality* 
Infidelity  hath  fecretly  made  its  way,  till  it  now 
comes  boldly  forwacd  and  challenges  the  Scripture 
itfelf,  as  an  abiurd  and  contradi<ftory  compofition,* 
and  alledges  as  a  proof,  the  perpetual  difagreement 
of  Chriftians  concerning  its  moft  important  doc- 
trines. 4.*.  . 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  evils;  two  things  are  obferva- 
ble.  One^isj  the  manner  in  which  many  profeflbrs 
talk  of  the  Scriptures.  This  paflage  fay  they  is  a  - 
Calvinijtic  one,  thatis  an  jirmiman  one.  And  yet  they 
have  a  conviAion  at  the  fame  tin>c,  that  the  whole 
of  Calvinifm,  and  the  ijohole  of  Arminianifm  cannot 
be  both  true.     Do  not  they  prepare  themfelves  by 

this 
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this  for  the  attacks  of  infidelity  ?  What  anfwer  will 
they  give  to  the  artful  Deift,  when  he  takes  them  on 
this  ground  ?  If  they  are  not  well  fettled  in  the  ex- 
perience  of  Chriftianity,  there  is  eminent  danger  of 
thdf  falling  away. 

The  other  obfervable  thing  is,  that  many  ferious 
minds  are  in  perpetual  doubt  and  fluctuation,  not 
knowing  where  to  fettle.    They  figh  in  fecret  for  the 
divifions  of  Ifrael.     They  fee  good  men  on  both  fid^ 
of  the  queftion,  and  arc  equally  divided  in  their  af- 
fection io^  and  agreement  with   both.     Sometimes 
they  are  Arminians  in  fcntiment,  at  other  times  Cal- 
vinifts,  and  fomctimes  neither  one  nor  the  other,  and 
often  they  are  fufpedled  and  fpoken  ill  of  by  both 
parties.     They  are  not  unfrequently  aiiaulted  with 
a  whole  hoft  of  Deiftical  thoughts,  which  are  injected 
into  their  minds  by  the  enemy  of  fouls,  their  ftate  of 
mind   expofing  them  greatly  to  fuch  a  temptation. 
Many  fuch  at  lafl  become  indifferent  to  all  religious 
worfhip.     Some  of  them  who  enter  more  into  the 
ipirit  of  the  Gofpel  than  others,  not  finding  it  in  their 
power  to  unite  with   profeflbrs  in  their  contentions 
with  each  other,  ftand  aloof  from  all,  and  conclude 
that  there  is  fomething  yet  unknown  in  facred  Scrip- 
.  tare,  which   if  they  were  acquainted  with,  would 
unite  the  two  gieat  bodies  of  Chriftians  upon  fome 
common  ground   of  concord,  and  would  fhew  that 
the  Bible  is  one  confiflent  fcheme  of  truth. 

It  is  propofcd  to  fuch  Chriftians,  to  confider  whe* 
Vol.  I.  L  ther 
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ther  the  Scriptures  do  not  reprcfent  that  the  inten- 
tion and  application  of  falvation  are  both  univerfal. 

This  will  no  doubt  appear  to  many  a  fhocking 
thought;  but  what  is  there  fo  (hocking  in  it  ?  It  only 
fuppofes  that  infinite  love  will  finally  overcome,  and 
fubdue  the  creatufe  to  itfelf.  Cm  there  be  any  thing 
in  this  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  Deity  ?  Nay,  is 
there  any  thing  in  this  that  is  contrary  to  the  beft 
feelings  of  a  renewed  foul  ?  Doth  not  every  good 
man  love  his  enemies,  and  forgive  even  the  worft  of 
them  ?  Is  there  a  man  living,  whofe  heart  is  filled 
with  the  love  of  God,  that  would  not  promote  the 
beft  intereft  of  his  moft  inveterate  foe,  if  it  lay  in  his 
power  ?  And  hath  not  God  more  love  than  the  beft 
of  men  ?  And  are  not  his  wifdom  and  his  power  equal 
to  his  love  ? 

But  that  the  application  of  falvation  fliall  be  uni- 
verfal is  taught  in  many  places  of  Scripture.  The 
living  God,  fays  Paul,  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  ef- 
pecially  of  fuch  as  believe.  But  can  he  be  faid  to  be 
the  Saviour  of  thofe  who  are  finally  loft  ? 

Again,  in  the  fiilnefs  of  the  difpenfation  of  times 
God  hath  piu^ofed  to  gather  together  all  things  in 
Chrift,  whether  they  be  things  on  earth  or  things  in 
Heaven.  Surely  j// things  cannot  mean  only  a  y^ 
things  ;  and  if  ^//  things  arc  to  be  gathered  together 
in  Chrift,  then  finally  none  will  be  loft. 

And  again,  it  pleafed  the  Father  that  in  Chrift 
Ihould  all  fulnefs  dwell^  and  that  having  made  peace 

by 


THE  UNIVERSALIST  S  MISCELLANY.  75 

by  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  he  might  reconcile  all  things 
to  himfelf— by  him,  t  fay,  whethef  they  be  things  on 
earth  or  things  in  Heaven..  If  all  things  are  to  be 
reconciled  to  God,  then  nothing  will  finally  be  left 
in  enmity  againft  him.  The  blood  of  the  crofs  was 
fhed  that  all  things  might  be  reconciled  to  God.  The 
purpofe  of  Grod  and  the  efficacy  of  the  atonement  are 
both  interefted  in  the  reconciliation  of  ail  things— 
And  fhall  not  this  great  work  be  done  ? — ^The  wages 
of  fin  is  death.  Nobody,  it  is  prefumed,  will  deny 
but  that  ihcfrft  and  Jecond  death  are  here  intended 
— that  is,  the  death  of  the  body,  and  future  damna- 
tion ;  but  the  time  is  coming  when  there  (hall  be  no 
more  death.  If  death  be  the  term  by  which  the  whole 
wages  of  fin  is  exprefl^ed,  and  yet  the  time  fhall  come 
when  there  fliall  be  no  more  death,  then  the  future 
punifhment  of  fin  fhall  come  to  an  end,  and  death  in 
every  fenfe  will  be  fwallowed  up  in  vi6tory.  Life,  in 
the  bcft  fenfe,  fiiall  prevail.  It  is  oppofites  only  that 
deftroy  each  other,  therefore  Life  only  can  defl:roy 
Death. 


ESSAY  ON  INIQUITY,  TRANSGRESSION, 

AND  SIN. 

EXODUS  xxxiv.  5,  6. 

And  Jehovah  defcended  in  a  cloud,  and  placed  himfelf  with 

him  there,  and  he  called  upon  the  name  of  Jehovah  ;  and 

Jehovah  paflTed  before  his  face  and  proclaimed — ^the  Jehovah, 

L  2  **  Jehovah, 
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1  % 

*<  Jehovah,  the  Interpofer,  merciful,  ajFeftionate,  flow 

to  wrath,  and  increafiBg  profperity  and  {lability. 
<<  He  referveth  overflowii^  goodnefs  for  thoufands* 

4 

"  He  Hfteth  up  pervcrfion,  and  tranfgreflion,  and  de- 
viation, 

S 
**  And  the  innocent  he  will  not  deftroy." 

1.  Yearning,  bowels  of  pity.  2.  To  have  kindnefsand  afieAion 
without  caufe.  3.  Affluence,  overflowing  abundance.  4.  To  take 
up  and  bear  away  as  a  burden.  ^.  They  are  both  the  fame  word» 
^  to  dear  away,*'  only  one  is  a  fubftantive  and  the  other  a  verb, 
and  implies  that  as  the  innocent  are  clear  from  guilt ;  they  fhall 
not  be  cleared  away  from  the  earth,  as  Jehovah  had  fwept  ofFthou- 
fands  of  rebellious  Ifraelites,  and  was  about  to  clear  the  land  of 
Canaan  from  its  filthy  inhabitants.  **  Jehovah  fweeps  not  a  country 
of  its  inhabitants  if  they  are  guiltlefs." 


"\  /jT^^^  ^^  hcen  faid  concerning  Sin,  as  being 
xVJL  an  infinite  evil,  becaufe  committed  againft 
an  infinite  God.  From  the  way  in  which  Sin  has 
been  fpoken  of  by  moft  profeffing  Chriftians,  one 
would  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  man  could  do  an  injury 
to  his  Maker  ;  that  a  finite  being,  a  wretched,  mi- 
ferable,  helplefs  man  could  by  his  adions  affedl  the 
immortal  and  unchangeable  Jehovah.  How  very 
different  is  the  reafoning  of  Elihu,  Jobxxxv.  6.  8. 

If  thou  deviatcll,  what  doeft  thou  unto  him  ? 

If  thou  doft  juiily,  what  giveft  thou  unto  him  ? 

Or 
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Or  what  receiveth  he  from  thine  hand  ? 

^    To  man  like  thyfelf  is  thine  injuftice! 
And  thine  uprightnefs  to  the  fon  of  man  ! 

When  the  immortal  God  fpeaks  of  Sin,  and  all  its 
eonfequences,  he  never  fpeaks  of  it  as  fufFering  by  it, 
tmt  as  grieving  for  its  univerfality,  and  its  baneful  ef- 
feAs  to  mankind :  it  may  therefore  be  profitable  td 
enquire  what  Sin  is  ? 

There  are  in  Scripture  three  terms  made  ufe  of. 
Iniquity,  Tranfgreflion,  and  Sin  :  I  know  not  of  any 
ether  names  but  what  may  be  proved  to  be  in  con- 
nec^lion  with  thefe.  Indeed  Jehovah,  in  the  cKaraftcr 
he  gives  of  himielf  in  the  paffage  I  have  chofen  for 
my  motto,  includes  all  in  thefe  : 

INIQUITY, 

The  primary  idea  of  this  word  is,  to  turn  out  of  its 
proper  fituation  or  coiirfc,  to  diftort,  pervert.  Thus 
Cain  fays.  Gen.  iv.  13.  "  My  punifliment  is  greater 
than  I  can  bear" — my  punifhment,  the  fame  word 
that  is  ehewhere  ti^anflated  iniquity,  and  means  not 
bis  guilt,  but  the  fentence  which  curfe^jhe  earthy 
and  turned  it  out  of  its  proper  courfe,  cRifing  it  to 
bear  briars  and  thorns,  was  greater  than  he  could 
bear. 

The  Ifraelites  are  in  many  places  charged  with 
being  guilty  of  iniquity  or  pcrverfion,  in  applying  the 
worfhip  due  to  the  true  Jehovah  to  their  falfe  Gods. 
Thus  in  the  iecond  commandment,  the  bowing  down 
in  worfhip  to  an  image  is  cajled  Iniquity  :  it  was  per- 
verting 
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verting  or  turning  out  of  its  courfe  the  worfliip  that 
was  due  to  the  Creator. 

TRANSGRESSION. 

The  primary  idea  of  this  word  is,  to  pafs,  go  for- 
ward, march,  Ifa.  xxvii.  4.  Jehovah  fays,  "  Who 
would  fct  the  briars  and  thorns  againft  me  in 
battle,  I  would  go  thro'  them."  11.  Kings  i.  it  is 
faid  that  Moab  rebelled  againft  Ifrael,  that  is,  he 
broke  thro'  all  their  laws  and  rcftridtions,  and  allert- 
*  ed  his  independency  of  the  Ifraelitcs.  Hofea  viii.  i. 
Jehovah  charges  Ifrael  with  having  tranfgrefled  his 
law,  they  had  pafled  over  it ;  the  covenant  that  he 
made  with  them,  and  the' laws  that  he  had  given  were 
unobferved.  Thus  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxi.  36.  alks  Laban 
what  his  trefpafs  was  ? — what  was  the  law  or  com- 
mand that  he  as  his  fcrvant  had  broke  ? 

To  trefpafs  or  tranfgrefs  againft  God  is,  to  know 
his  laws  and  wilfully  to  a6l  in  dirc6l  contradiction  to 
them  :  it  is  open  rebellion. 

SIN. 

The  primary  idea  of  this  word  is,  to  deviate  from, 
to  mifs.  Jtra.  xx.  l6.  Every  one  could  fling  ftones 
at  a  hair  and  not  mijs.  Prov.  xix.  2.  He  that  haf- 
teneth  with  his  feet  mijfeth  his  fteps  :  this  is  the  word 
that  is  almoft  every  where  tranflated  Sin,  as  Lev.  xix. 
17.  where  we  are  commanded  to  love  our  neighbour, 
and  not  fufFer  Sin  in  him  :  it  looks  to  man  as  being 
by  nature  ignorant  of  that  purity  of  life  which  c^n 
alone  caufe  happinefs,  and  of  thofe  moral  precepts 

which 
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wiiich  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity  has  given  unto 
man,  that  by  walking  in  them  he  might  attain  hap- 
pinefs.  Sin  is,  therefore,  a  miffing  of  that  mark  of 
moral  virtue  which  makes  fociety  and  individuals  a 
happinefs  and  blcffing :  it  is  a  treading  afide,  a  walk- 
ing in  a  wrong  path,  a  miftaking  of  that  road  which 
would  guide  us  into  the  nature  and  image  of  the 
Deity,  of  that  peace  which  all  love  and  aim  at,  and 
which  paflcth  all  underftanding,  but  to  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  it. 

CONSEQUENCES  OP  INIGUITY  OR  PERVERSION. 

Lev.  xviii.  24.  we  are  told  that  it  was  for  the  ini- 
quity of  the  Canaanites  that  the  land  fpewed  them 
out  before  the  Ifraelitcs  :  the  end  to  be  anfwered  by 
every  faculty  of  body  and  mind  is  fufficiently  obvious 
for  the  leaft  confidcrate  to  underhand  ;  but  as  they 
would  tiot  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  they  per- 
verted the  ufe  of  his  gifts  :  they  diflortcd  them  to 
purpofcs  very  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  Great 
Giver  x)f  them,  and  it  therefore  became  abfolutely 
neccflary  for  the  Prefcrver  of  mankind  to  cut  them 
off,  and  by  fo  doing  prevent  a  total  depravity  of  man- 
ners^ a  total  degeneracy  of  the  fpccies. 

OP   TRANSGRESSION. 

All  the  mifcrics  of  the  Ifraelitcs  were  from  their 
tranfgreffion,  their  breaking  the  laws  of  Jehovah  their 
King,  and  worfliipping  dumb  idols  :  for  their  tranf- 
greffion  divine  benevolence  fcattered  them  amongft 
the  nations,  to  whom  they  carried  the  knowledge  of 

divine 
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divine  truth  ;  and  upon  their  repentance  evidenced 
its  power,  by  their  reftoration  and  confequent  glory. 

OP  SIN. 

I  have  finned,  cried  David,  I  have  not  perverted 
the  ufe  of  thy  gifts,  neither  have  I  by  tranfgreflion 
broken  out  into  wilful  rebellion  ;  but  I  have  fccretly 
deviated  from  uprightnefs,  and  broken  thy  precepts  : 
J  have  trodden  afide  from  thy  laws,  and  fearched  for 
bappinefs  in  murder  and  adultery. 

From  this  fcriptural  view  of  evil  I  would  alk,  ift, 
Muft  not  perverfion  ceafe  when  the  corporeal  facul- 
ties are  taken  away,  in  that  lake  of  fire  where  there 
can  be  nothing  to  abufe  ? 

Secondly,  Muft  not  tranfgrefliion  ceafe  when. 
Cor.  XV.  28.  all  are  fubje6l  to  Chrift,  and  God  is  all 
in  all  ? — ^When,  Phil.  ii.  10.  every  knee  in  Heaven, 
earth,  and  under  the  earth,  (hall  bow  at  the  name  of 
Jefus  the  Reftorer,  and  confcfs  him  Lord,  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father  ? 

Thirdly,  Since  the  creatures  of  God  perifh  for  lack 
of  knowledge,  and  feek  for  knowledge  in  that  which 
profiteth  not,  is  any  thing  too  hard  for  Jehovah — 
cannot  he  make  them  wife  as  he  did  the  prodigal,  by 
letting  them  eat  the  fhiit  of  their  doings,  and  long  to 
be  permitted  to  return  to  their  Father's  houfc  ? 

How  very  different  is  the  character  of  Jehovah  to 
that  given  him  by  moft  profeflx)rs. 

By  the  Scriptures  he  is  fpoken  of  as  having  hell 
continually  before  him ;  but  by  men,  as  banifliing 

thq 
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the  fvaatar  fitm  his  prefence,  that  he  may  be  endlcfsly 
tomented^  But  he  hath  fakl  of  himfelf,  that  he  lif^ 
up  IniquitjT)  Traii%rcffion,  and  Sin ;  he  waits  not  fbf 
man  to  caft  it  away,  bat  he  himfclf  lifts  up,  he  takes 
the<burd€D  firom  the  bead  of  man,  and  removes  all  its 
dreadfiil  cdnfeqneiiccs.  Whilft  we  were  unjirft 
Cbrift  died  for  u*~God  (6  lored  the  worid  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  6on,  that  ^1  who  bdieve  on 
hitn  might  (not  be  reftored  by  that  mighty  power 
by  which  he  wiU  fubdiie  all  to  himfelf,  but  might) 
inherit  the  age  of  life,  and  have,  like  Abraham  of  old, 
tluro*  hid  &ith,  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled, 
wA  that  i^eth  not  away. 

He  liftetb  up,  Ila.  hii.  4.  verily  all  ouf  gric6,  pains^ 
kkbours^  travails,  vitiations,  profanities  (for  iuch  the 
original  word  lignifies)-p-he  lifteth  up,  how  this  agrees 
with  Paul,  2.Cof.v.  where  he  declares  that  Chrift  died 
for  all,  and  calls  the  Gtofpel  the  miniftry  of  reconcilia- 
tion. He  does  not  advife  them  to  adl  fo  as  to  *^  make 
their  peace  with  God  :" — ^this  is  a  cant  term  of  mo- 
dem invention ;  but  fays  that  the  Apoftles,  as^mbaf- 
4adors,  befought  them  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  hav- 
iipg  before  proved  that  God  never  had  an  enmtity  to 
them. 

This  fcriptural  view  of  Sid,  (hews  thai  Sin  being 

contrary  to  the  nature  of  God  muft  be  hateful  to  him ; 

*  and  that  he  having  all  power  will  con-e<Sl  his  works, 

that  they  may  give  glory  to  their  Maker  by  their 

obedience^ 

Voi-.  L  M  It 
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It  (hews  the  neceffity  for  the  fore  judgments,  the 
fire  of  the  wrath  of  God,  to  melt  and  feparate  the  drofe 
from  the  pure  ore,  the  finner  from  his  fin  ;  and  the 
ApoflJes  knowing  the  inevitable  neceffity  of  his  fe- 
vereft  judgments,  perfuaded  men  not  by  the  terrors 
of  the  law,  for  they  would  only  terrify,  but  by  tiie 
greatnefs  of  his  love,  to  efcape  the  fecond  death,  thofe 
terrors  which  they  knew  the  law  held  forth. 

What  check  is  this  view  of-  Sin  upon  the  finner 
that  feels  its  full  force  ?  and  what  an  opportunity 
does  it  give  for  the  fervant  of  Chrift  to  ufe  the  ut- 
moft  fcope  of  Chriftian  eloquence  to  paint  the  pater- 
nal tcnderncfs  of  the  Deity,  and  the  utmofl:  exertion 
of  his  power  ;  but  always  aftmg  in  conjundlion  with 
that  love  which  will  have  all  to  be  reftored  and  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  A. 


CRUELTY. 

WHEN  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  lay  before  Murat, 
in  Switzerland,  an  army  of  Swiflers  came 
unexpc<5tedly  ujx^n  him  and  utterly  defeated  him. 
The  Duke  feeing  his  army  routed,  and  himfelf  in  dan- 
ger of  bring  cither  killed  or  taken,  fpurred  hishorfe 
into  the  lake  :  one  of  his  pages,  to  fave  himfelf,  leaped 
up  behind  him  juft  as  he  took  the  water.  The  Duke 
at  firft  cither  perceived  him  not,  or  diflfembled  it  till 

he 
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lie  came  to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake,  which  is  two 
miles  broad.  The  horfe  being  ftout,  fwam  through 
With  them  both  and  fct  them  fafe  aftiorc.  The  Duke 
feeing  into  what  danger  his  page  had  put  him,  altho* 
now  fafe,  yet  barbaroufly  ftabbed  him  : — a  very  un- 
worthy thanklgiving  to  God  for  fo  great  a  deliverance, 
as  the  page  offended  more  through  fear  of  death  than 
any  malicious  intention. 


POETRY. 

ODE  TO  HOPE. 

ALL  hail !  fupporter  of  the  fainting  mind ! 
For  thou  sdone  canft  oft  fweet  blifs  beftow. 
Give  me  as  prefent,  doubtful  joys  to  find, 

And  make  the  didant  glimm'ring  land(kip  glow. 
Baoifli  black  defpair. 
Grief  and  anxious  care, 
Su(penfive  doubt  and  jealous  fear  ; 

Rapt'rous  deh'ghts  now  bring 
Upon  thine  airy  wing, 
That  facred  joy  may  fpring 
Within  my  mind,  and  dwell  for  ever  there. 

Without  thee,  Hope !  there's  nought  in  life 
But  anxious  doubt,  defpair  and  Arife  ; 
Tis  only  thine  all-chearing  ray, 
Can  change  this  dreary  night  to  day, 
And  during  life  our  thoughts  invite, 
To  fear^h  in  duty  for  delight. 

M  2  Thou, 
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Thou,  Hope!  alone,  fwectHeav'n-kornMaidl 
AiliAs  poor  mortals  with  thine  ajd ; 
Pleafure  and  pain  unite  in  theei 
To  lead  to  true  felicity. 

So,  deep  within  yon  dungeon's  gloom. 
The  prisoner's  melancholy  doom. 
With  downcaft  eye,  and  penfive  foul. 
While  defp'rate  thoughts  within  him  roll ; 
Comparing  oft  the  pleafures  paft 
With  the  prefent  adverfe  blaft : 
No  comfort  near,  no  chearing  friends. 
But  mis'ry  all  his  thoughts  attends  ; 
Whilft  fad  defpair.pofleflion  takes. 
And  all  his  foul  w{th  horror  (kakes. 
Shouldft  thou,  O  gentle  Hope  !  appear^ 
Soft  Peace  wipes  off*  the  falling  teaf, 
And  brings  t^ch  diftant  joyoqs  pleafure  near, 

But  who  can  paint  the  lover's  foul. 

By  direful  doubts  and  fears  opprcft ; 
When  jealous  pangs  each  thought  controul. 
And  fhake  with  rage  his  torturM  breall* 
If  unfeen  obftacles  arife 
To  prevent  his  nuptial  ties ; 
Should  duty,  friendfliip  intervene 
To  oppofe  the  endearing  fcene, 
Keafon  in  vain  may  vig'rous  ftrive, 
To  caufe  the  trembling  wretch  to  live } 
Her  folemn  laws,  fententious  air. 
Shall  but  inflame,  not  footh  defpair : 
Even  Religion's  voice  is  vain  ; 
If  piay  rel^i  ^ot  b^eak  tl^e  chain. 


Thoua 
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Thouy  Hope !  alone  ctnft  from  t&e  wounded  heart  . 

Caufe  each  tormenting  paffion  to  tkpaft, 

Kd  gayeft  vifiooary  fcenes  arHt> 

Of  much  deiired,  dear,  delightful  jojn : 

Can  fay  to  forrow — Care  and  trouble— cfcafc— 

And  for  defpair — Come»  rapturous  joy  and  pface. 

t 
Great  Catp,  Virtue's  friend,  the  tyrant*!  rod, 
Belov'di  admired^  and  feared  as  a  God ; 
Great  Kings  oft  bow'd  with  trembling  at  his  word,    - 
Or  at  his  bidding  drew  the  yengeful  fword  ; 
Whilft  Hope  he  followed  ;  ghaftly,  pale  with  fear 
ViSorious  tyrants  faw  him  (hake  the  fpear  : 
They  hcaid  his  awful  voice,  abafh'd  they  fled. 
And  facred  Virtue  raisM  her  drooping  head. 
Thy  banneiB,  Freedom,  on  Rome's  turrets  fiiook, 
When  thou,  O  Hope  !  the  wondrous  man  forfook  $ 
And  e'en  the  Hero,  loft  to  all  but  pride, 
Fell,  like  a  coward,  on  his  fword,  and  dy'd. 

Thee,  Hope,  I  love,  thou  bright  tranfporting  powV, 
That  on  Iiiiagination's  wing  canft  tow'r 
Up  to  thofe  bleft  abodes  where  Love  refidcs. 

Thou  fce'ft  the  all-gracious  God, 

From  his  high  abode. 

Driving  dull  care  and  fear  away : 

Enrapturing  joys  thou  doft  difplay. 
And  plunge  the  foul  within  their  facred  tides. 

See  Hope  appears!-  I  hail  thee  mine. 
Thy  facred  influence  benign 
Suppports  my  fainting  heart ; 

Kow 
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Now  hence  defpair. 
Hence  fdlemn  care. 
Hence  with  all  your  wretched  trains  depart. 
Bright  profpeds  now  my  foul  dilate, 
Eafy  I  now  can  fmile  at  fate. 
Still  deign  thy  influence  to  inftill, 
Conftant  do  thou  my  fpirit  fill, 
Till  each  f«ir,  each  forrow  ceafe. 
And  thou,  O  Hopb,  art  loft  in  certainty  and  peace. 

TO  PEACE. 

An  humble  Imitation  of  the  French  of  DRELlifCOVRr. 

RETURN,  fair  Virgin !  lovely  Peace!  return, 
And  chear  our  land  with  beams  from  thy  mild  eyes  ; 
How  long  (hall  wretched  wc  thine  abfence  mourn : 
Alas !  too  long  deprived  of  all  our  joys. 

Ah  !  turn  and  fee  the  havock  War  has  made: 
Our  fields  and  vineyards  now  are  barren  grounds  ; 

Our  flocks  decreas'd,  our  trading  much  decay'd. 
And  ruins  fcen  where  once  ftood  faircft  towns. 

Oh  1  hear  and  pity  our  poor  widows'  cries. 

And  o'er  our  orphans  fhed  a  kindly  tear ; 
Nor  difregard  the  ancient  parents*  fighs, 

Reft  by  the  fword  of  all  they  held  moft  dear. 

Think  of  our  youth,  but  late  our  country's  boaft. 
The  thoufands  bury'd  in  their  reeking  gore ; 

And  thoufand  who,  or  legs  or  arms  have  loft^ 
Now  begging  fcanty  bread  from  door  to  door. 

Return^ 
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Return  fweet  Peace !  and  heal  our  cruel  wounds. 

And  lead  fair  Plenty  in  thy  fplendid  train ; 
Give  wealth  and  credit  to  our  numerous  towns. 

And  to  our  laws  give  energy  again : 

Proted  our  Temples  from  each  hoftile  foe ; 

Our  Priefts  and  Nobles  give  true  love  of  thee ; 
Infpire  with  hope  the  hand  that  guides  the  plough. 

And  o'er  our  land  ihed  full  profperity. 

But  ah !  our  fins^  our  ardent  pray'rs  oppofe. 
And  Heav'n  permits  a  further  dafli  of  arms ; 

Our  fields  lie  fallow,  and  our  blood  ftill  flows. 
And  ev'ry  bread  is  fiU'd  with  dire  alarms. 

Mighty  Redeemer !  thou  on  Calvary's  Crpfs, 
Didft  purchafe  Peace  for  wretched  rebel  Man ; 

Let  not  our  fins  for  ever  be  our  lofs. 

But  give  us  Peace,  and  all  thy  wrath  reftrain. 

ON  THE  PEACE  OF  GOD- 

Paraphrafedfrom  the  French  of  Monf*  Drelincou&T.^ 

T   ET  worlds  unknoym  in  hoftile  fury  join 
-■— '  To  rob  my  foul  of  future  happinefs  ; 
Let  earth  and  hell  their  dreadful  pow'rs  combine 
To  urge  againft  me  caufelefs,  deep  diftrefs  ; 

Let  them,  my  foul !  with  rancour,  hate,  and  fpite, 

Purfue  with  hideous,  unremitting  rage, 
Invel<^  thee  in  darkeft  (hades  of  night. 

Nor  ceafe  whilft  thou  art  on  this  earthly  ftage  \ 

Let 


Let  my  frail  he/iy  fiifer  every  ill 
That  malice  can»  or  enytous  nfge  infpirc  ; 

Yet  fhall  my  (bul  in  fiorrow  \ook  up  (till. 
Nor  fear  celeftial  gloiy  to  acquire. 

Yea  let  grim  Death,  the  King  of  Terrors,  come. 
With  his  dread  fcytbe,  and  mow  me  fron^  the  earthy 

All  (hall  not  keep  me  from  my  heav'niy  home. 
The  purchafe  of  my  dear  eft  Saviour's  death. 

*Tis  true,  my  foul  is  ftruck  with  deeped  awe. 
When  I  remember  all  the  crimes  I've  done. 

Which  arc  condemn 'd  by  God's  moft  holy  law. 
And  caus'd  the  death  of  his  beloved  Son# 

Yet  ftill  my  God,  to  diffipatc  thy  fear, 
Affords  my  fdul  a  trUe  and  lifting  Pea(ie  j 

In  all  my  conflids  I  afn  ftill  his  care, 
Nor  (ball  his  favour  dver  to  me  ceafe. 

Yes,  yes,  on  Calvary's  facred  Mount  my  Lord, 
With  his  own  blood,  my  peace  and  pardon  fealVf  ; 

And  his  blcft  Spirit  and  his  Holy  Word 
A  foil  aflbrance  to  my  foul  rereal'd. 

Why  (hould  I  fear  what  Earth  and  Hell  can  do  i 
For  Men  and  Devils  are  at  his  command ; 

And  he's  my  Peace,  and  my  Salvation  too. 
The  Rock  on  which  my  foul  fliall  ever  ftand* 


THE-         . 
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FOR 

MARCH,     i7g;,_ 


To  the  Editor  pf  tjie  Umv&rffiDfi" s  Mifctllany, 

The  I  following  objedlkms  to  the  dixSlrine  of  aa 
Univerfal  Reftoraftion  have  come  under  my 
ROtice,  which  I  will  give  you  in  my  author^  o^'ii 
words.  ^  Your  argui»ent  is  this  5'  '*  Ifi  whatet^if^ 
manner  fin  ba  eftimated,  it  muft1>e 'finite,  becaufe 
it*^  the  produiftTOn  or  u^  of  a  Ci^gftt^ifeV  of  firiite 
frinctpks,  and  paffions;  and  fec^idly,  that'if  our' 
fins  were  deferving  of  infinite  punifliment,  our  vir- 
tues mnft,  by  the  very  fame  rule,  be  dcferving  of  an 
infinite  rewafd."  ^ 

I  anfwer,  '^  That  which  is  infinite  cannot  poffibly 
proceed  fixwn  a  finite  being:  but  we mufi: diftinguifh' 
between  the  a£l  of  fin,  and  the  demerit  of  that  a<ft. 
I  grant  with  you,  that  all  finful  adtions  are  finite, 
^nd  mufl:  be  fo;  bccaufe  they  fpring  from  finite  be- 
ings; *yet  there  is  an  infinite  evd  and  demerit  in  fin, 
becaufe  it  is  committed  againft  all  poflible  and  infi- 
nite good.  Its  demerit  arifes  from  the  obje^  againfl: 
whom  it  is  committed ;  and  therefore  as  the  Divine 

Vqu  I.  N  Objea 
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Objetfl,  againft  whom  it  is  committed,  is  infinite,  fo 
mull  the  demerit  of  it  be  infinite  vUo.  And  this  is 
8  ijecefiary  confequence;  otherwife  an  aft  of  fin 
committed  againfl  God  is  the  very  fame  as  a  like  a<5b 
committed  againfl  a  fellow  creature,  which  would  be 
abfurd  to  fuppofe :  indeed  it  would  be  impious  to  af^ 
fert.  If,  therefore,  you  admit,  that  there,  is  greater 
evil  in  finning  againfl  God  than  there  is  in  a  finful 
a6l  towards  a  poor  nwrtal  like  ourfclves,  then  I  af- 
firm, that  the  very  fame  reafon  which  obliges  yidu  to 
gr^nt  that  it  is  in  any  degree  a  greater  evil  llovcWFeiiJ 
agfiunil  God^  eauil  compel  you  taatknowlcdgB,  tliat 
ii^  ifi  infinitely  gre^<^rt  beoau^  it  k  ag^nfl  the  infi.- 
qite  Mfijeffy  of  th^  Divine  Bd«g  !*         i  .   • 

Agaip,.  Vith:;'r^fpe^  to  your  fecdnd  .pofttion, 
iWlpely,  ^  That  (mx  virtues  are  aa  meritorious  ai  our; 
vip^  Sr?  pyniflifJ^c* — Let  wfee  how.  the  0nhfrwillf 
maintop  this  plea  before  that  great  tribunal  where 
yfft  fBuft  b)\  fhortiy  appesar.  Demerit  attends  fin,  but 
even  perfe3  virtue  is  by  no  means  meritorious^  We 
^  no  more^  than  qwr  duty  when  we  yield  obedience 
to  the  Divine  precepts:  it  is  a  debt  we  owe  to  our 
Maker;  and  no  defert  of  a  reward  fixwn  him  can 
arife  from  the  performance  of  our  duty.  The  fpring 
of  merit  principally  is  performing  a  work  not  due, 
and  which  another  hath  not  a  right  to  require  c^us; 
for  he  that  doth  that  unto  which  he  is  perfeAly 
obliged,  only  fulfils  his  obligation,  and  hath  nothing 
redundant  from    which    merit   can   arife.       From 

whence 


whence  it  Is  nianifeft,  that  no  merif  With  Ood  can 
accrae  to  anymortil,  even  though  he  (hbuld,  in  the 
fullefl:  fenfe,  obey  ahd  fulfil  the  Dirilie  Lavf.  iThc 
argument  therefore  \tb4ch  Is  advance!  UpOti  the  Aip- 
pofition,  that  if  vice  h  infinife^  in  deMeriiy  i)irfue  im^ 
alfa Ifeittfimte  in  merit,  is^moft unreafonable  and falfe. 
Thus,  Sir,  have  I  given  yoU  rtiy  authbr's  reafoning 
upon  this  often  contefted  point;  it  affpears  to  me 
that  he  maintains  it  with  ^11  the  fw<^  of  ahguthent 
the  fubje6l  is  capable  of.  I  (hall  bfe  glad  to  fee  tho 
opinion  of  any  of  yopr  ingenious  corfcfpondeHttj  io 
rcjjy  to  it,  and  am 

Your  very  affe^ionate  friend, 

February  g,  1797. 


The  Lor^s  Prayer  Uliifirated,  from  Bernard's  Thefaurus^ 

OUR  Father,  Ifai.  Ixiii.  1 6. 
By  right  of  creation,  Mai.  ii.  10. 
By  bountiful  provifion,  Pfalm  cxlv.  l6. 
By  gracious  adoption,  Ephcf  i.  5. 
Who  art  in  Heaven,  I  Kings  viii.  43, 
'  The  thron6  of  thy  glory,  Ifaiah  Ixvi.  1, 
The  portion  of  thy  children,  1  Peter  i.  4, 
The  temple  of  thy  angels,  Ifaiah  vi.  1. 

Hallowed  be  thy  name,  P(alm  cxv.  1. 
By  the  thoughts  of  oiir  hearts,  Pfalm  Ixxxvi.  1 1 , 
By  the  words  of  bur  lips,  Pfalm  li.  15, 
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J,.  By  the  works^of  our  hands,  1  Cor.  x.  SI- 

Thy  kingdom  come,  Plalm  ex.  2. 
\,    Of  providence  to  defend  us,  Pfalm  xvii.  8. 
Of  grace  to  refine  us,  1  Thef.  v.  23. 
Of  glory  to  crown  us.  Col.  iii.  4. 

Thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  Hea- 
ven, A6ls  xxi.  14. 
Towards  us,  without  refiftance,  1  Sam.  iii.  18. 

-  By  us,  without  compulfion,  Pfalm  cxix.  36. 
^    Univcrlally,  without  exception,  Luke  i.  6. 

-  Eternally,  without  declenfion,  P/alm  cxix.  93. 

Give  us    this'   day  our  daily  bread, .  Gen. 
xxviii.  20« 
Of  neceffity,  for  our  bodies,  Prov.  xxx.  8. 
Of  eternal  life,  for  our  fouls,  John  vi.  34. 

And  forgive  us  our  trefpafles,  Pf.  xxv.  11. 
'    Againft  the  commands  of  thy  law,  1  John  iii.  4. 
.Againft  the  grace  of  thy  gofpel,  1  Tim.  i.  13. 

As  we  forgive  them  that  trefpafs  againft  us, 
Matt.  vi.  15. 
By  defaming  our  chara6lers.  Matt.  v.  U. 
By  embezzling  our  property,  Phil,  xviii.  . 
By  abufing  our  perfons,  A6ls  vii.  6, 

And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  -deli- 
ver us  from  evil.  Matt.  xxvi.  41.        ; 
Of  overwhelming  afflidtion,  Pfalm  cxxx.  1. 
Of  worldly  enticements,  1  John  ii.  15. 
Of  fatan's  devices,  1  Tim.  iii.  7, 
Of  error's  fedu6lion,  1  Tim,.vi.  jO. 

Of 
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Of  firiftil  afFedions,  Rom.  i.  26. 

For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power, 
-     and  the  glory  for  ever,  Judc  xxv.. 
Thy  kingdom  governs  all,  Pfalm  ciii.  19. 
Thy  powef  fubdues  all,  Phil.  iii.  20. 
Thy  glory  is  above  all,  Pfalm  cxlviii.  13. 

Amen,  Ephef.  i.  11.^ 
As  it  is  in  thy  purpofes,  Ifliiah  xiv.  27. 
So  is  it  in  thy  promifes,  2  Cor.  i.  20. 
.    So  be  it  our  prayers,  Rev.  xxii.  20. 
So  it  fhall  be  to  thy  praife.  Rev.  xix.  4. 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  this  form  of  found 
words  is  an  epitome  of  Scripture  petitions.  If  any 
perfon  will  take  the  pains  to  compare  the  references 
with  Scripture,  they  will  be  edified  in  fo  doing. 


Extra£l  of  a  Crlticifm  upon  the  Subject  of  Future  Pu^ 
mjhment.  Submitted  to  the  Conjideration  of  the 
Learned. 

SOME  there  are  who  think  thofe  phrafes  of  ^wr 
aionionj  and  kola/is  aionios  (everlafting  fire,  and 
cverlafling  punifhment),  and  the  like,  cannot  be  re- 
conciled with  Origen's  opinion  ;  but  thcfe  objectors 
feem  to  take  the  word  atonros  (rendered  everlafting) 
from  fcholaftic  definitions,  rather  than  from  the  tnie 
«nd  lawful  matters  of  language,  or  the  authentic  rul6 
of  its  popular  ufe.     For  it  is  notorioufly  known  that 

tl}e 
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the  Jews,  whether  writing  in  Hebrew  or  Greek,  do 
by  gnohm  and  aim  mcaii  any  remarkable  period  of 
duration,  whether  it  be  of  life,  or  difpenfation,  or  po- 
lity :  any  of  which  periods,  if  plainly  computable  by 
a  known  time,  they  do  then  define  it  by  a  fet  number 
of  years ;  but  others,  which  are  not  fo  known,  they 
fimply  exprefs  by  gnohm  and  aion,  leaving  the  length 
of  them  to  be  determined  according  to  the  fubjeft  mat^ 
ter;  which  where  it  is  fuch  as  comprehends  more  than 
afingle  determinable  aioriy  they  exprefs  it  in  Hebrew 
by  the  phrafe  of  Jagnolam  vagnedj  in  Greek  by  eis  ion 
aiona  kai  eti,  or,  eis  tous  aionas,  and  eis  aionas  ton  aionon. 
But  by  none  of  thefe  do  they  mean  d,fcholaftic  eter-- 
nity;  unlefs  the  nature  of  the  thing  then  exprcfled 
require  fuch  interminable  duration.  And  hence  th^ 
period  of  this  world,  is  called  aion  outos,  when  yet 
there  is  another  to  fucceed,  aion  ekino9.  And  as  thefo 
atones  differ,  fo  would  alfo  the  meaning  of  aionios 
be  different,  according  as  it  was  applied  to  the 
one  or  the  other  of  them.  And  fo  in  the  plural  Chrift 
is  laid  to  appear  and  fuffer  epi  Jynteleia  ton  aionon, 
when  yet  the  longeft  aion  of  all  was  not  then  come. 

And  He  of  whom  it  is  faid,  Thy  throne,  O  God^ 
is  eis  ten  aiona  tou  aionos,  (for  ever  and  ever)  yet  is 
iaid  to  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  God  the  Father^ 
and  to  be  fubjedl  himfelf  unto  him,  who  did  fubjedk 
all  things  to  him.  So  that  here  is  plainly  an  end  of 
that  reign  which  is  faid  to  hpfor  ever  and  ever,  Aiad 
asi^  aionos  decs  not  in  Scripture  iigaify  from  all  tfer-^ 

nity. 
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mtyj  in  the  fenfe  of  the  fchocds,  fo.by  the  feme  i^- 
(bn  ought  not  ets  aiona  to  fignify  to  all  eternity,  in  the 
fame  notion :  and  is  not  eis  aiona  and  aiomon,  all  one  ? 
Every  lexicographer  and  expofitor  will  farnifh  you 
with  authorities  enough  to  confirm  what  I  have  faid: 
and  I  leave  you  to  judge,  whether  the  whole  fubje<ft 
matter  in  ihls  periodical  doom,  the  nature  of  that  fire, 
and  its  fuel,  the  power  of  a  fpirit  incorporate,  be  not 
fuch  as  will  enforce  us  to  make  it  fliorter  than  fome 
men  do;  who  having  got  ealy  ways  of  4(ruring  thera- 
felvcs  it  Ihall  not  be  their  portion,  do  as  little  pity 
thofe  calamitous  fouls  whofe  lot  it  may  be,  as  they 
darkly  f amy  God  him/elf  does.  But  though  we,  from 
the  reafon  of  things,  and  the  right  ufe  of  the  words, 
do  make  it  iborter  than  they  do,  yet  according  to  our 
bypothefis,  the  whole  punifliment  of  pain  and  death 
will  neceflarily  be  fo  long,  as  may  juftly  be  called 
monies  J  in  a  very  high  fenfe  of  the  word. 


Haffy  Death  of  Mrs.  Brwm. 

IF  man  had  not  finned,  he  would  not  have  fuffer- 
ed.  This  is  a  truth  which  applies  to  the  whole 
human  race,  one  only  excepted,  namely,  the  man 
Chrifl:  Jefus ;  ^  who  though  he  had  done  no  violence, 
neither  was  any  deceit  in  his  mouth,  yet  it  picafed 
the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  he  hath  put  him  to  grief/ 
The  reaibns  which  ihe  Scripture  gives  for  his  fufFer- 
ings,  are  comprehended  in  two.     Firfi:,  that  he  might 

make 
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make  his  fouKan  offering  for  fin.  Secondly,  that  be 
might  leave  us  an  example  how  we  ought  to  fuiFer. 
It  appears  from  this  laft  realbn,  that  we  are  in  fome 
way  or  other  appointed  Xo  fufFer.  Therefore  tfiat  fay- 
ing, ^  Chrift  fuffered  that  we  might  not  fvffer  is  not 
true.  The  great  end  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift  was 
to  nnake  a  propitiator}'  f^crifice  for  fin.  But  our  fuf- 
ferings  are  to  humble  us.  God  brings  dovjn  our  heart 
by  labor.  That  being  humbled  before  him,  by  his 
power,  we  nday  be  reconciled  to  him  by  the  blood  of 
the  crofs. 

-  The  experience  of  all  converted  men  bears  witnefs, 
that  this  is  God's  method  of  dealing.  Thus  may  they 
all  fay,  ^  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted, 
for  before  I  was  afflided,  I  went  aftray ;  but  now  do 
1  keep  thy  precepts.'  The  experience,  or  the  expec- 
tation of  fiiffering,  is  that  which  awakens  the  con- 
fciences  of  men,  brings  them  to  reflcftion,  and  makes 
them  cry  out,  '  What  fhall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?'  The 
great  intention  of  fufFerings,  I  am  pcrfuaded,  is  the 
fame  towards  all  men.  For  God  doth  not  willingly 
grieve  nor  affii6l  the  children  pf  men.  He  taketh  np 
plcafurc  in  their  pains,  groans,  and  death.  But  their 
cafe  requires,  more  or  lefs,  feverity  of  difcipline,  and 
therefore  he  fends  it,  rcfcrving  the  pains  ofthefc- 
cond  death  only  for  thofe  whom  nothing  elfe  will 
humble.  But  thofe  who  bow  down  before  him 
now,  and  fubmit  to  the  methods  of  his  grace,  fhall 
not  come  into  condemnation  hereafter.     Many  are 

the 
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the  infbmces  of  the  greateft  good^  flowing  from  his 
fererefi  dealings  upon  earth.    The  flefh  of  many 
hath  been,   by  excruciating  pains,  deflroyed,  thtf 
their  fpirits  might  be  iaved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord. 
Same  fhiking  infiances  of  this  kind  have  fallen  und^ 
my  own  notice^  which,  in  the  courfe  of  this  publica- 
tioH,  I  will  prefent  to  our  readers.    At  prefent  I  will 
mention  the  cafe  of  Mrs  Brown,  of  the  parifli  of 
M<mntfield,  in  Suflex.    It  was  about  feven  years  ago, 
that  I  was  fent  for  to  vilit  this  poor  wonoan.     I  rg- 
iided  then  at  Battle,  in  Sufle^.    I  found  her  in  great 
agony  of  pain,  confined  to  her  bed,  with  a  cancer  in 
one  of  her  biieafts,  which  ran  with  a  very  ofFenfive 
and  corroding  humor,  and  which  was  fpreading  very 
fail  towards  her  fhoulder,  as  well  as  below  her  brealL 
To  my  great  furprife  I  not  only  found  her  in  a  ftate 
of  patience,  but  of  praiie  alio.    Her  couptenaacc 
was  cheerful,  and  (he  feemed  at  a  lofs  bow  to  exprefs 
her  gratitude  to  God  fufHciently,     Upon  my  inquiry 
into  the  flate  of  her  foul,  (he  informed  me  that  (he 
knew  herfelf  to  be  a  great  (Inner,  and  that  (be  h^4 
&>r  Ibme  years  paft  fufFered  Jieayy  diftrefs  in  her 
mind,  fixOT  a  fibnfe  of  guilt.    That  her  firfl  convict 
tion  of  (in  was  occalioned  by  the  cancer  under  which 
4he  laboure<i.     That  it  had  been  feveral  years  in 
coming   before   it  broke  and  began  to  difbharge* 
That  Cbe  had  al}  nlong  thought  it  would  pccafipn. 
her  death ;  but  (he  could  not  bear  the  thoij^ht  of  dy^ 
ing,  becau(^  (he  wm  uQt  fit  to  come  to  judgment. 
Vi^i.  I.  O  Tbat 
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That  under  thde  bonvi6Kons  fte  had  diligently  at- 
tended the  parifh  church,  and  had  converfed  iritK 
fuoh  of  her  neighbours  as  (he  thought  tuew  moft  Of 
religion.  Th^t  the  whole  which  flie  could  learn  by 
thefe  was,  th^t  good  people  would  gO  la  Heaven;  but 
as  (he  found  berfelf  a  finner,  and  could  not,  with  aH 
her  endeavours,  make  herfelf  good;  that  (he  wafB 
Ibme  time  in  a  defpairing  way.  That  at  laitihe  wae 
hrought  to  enquire  and  pray  in  this  manner,  ^  Lor3 
is  there  no  falvation  iot  ftnners?  ^nrc  SL^rmer  may  be 
Taved;  O  that  I  did  but  know  how  ^Jirmertrkyhe 
feved ;  Lord  teach  me  how  fuch  a  finner  a^  /may  be 
faved;  O  that  God  would  direA  me  to  fomebody,  or 
diredl  fomebody  to  me^  to  teach  me  hew  ajinmr  may 
fee  faved.' 

In  this  manner  fhe  contimied  many  weete,  till 
coming  to  Battle,  (he  went  into  the  meeting-hqufe^ 
in  tirne  of  worfhip,  and  found  her  inquiry  anA^ered^ 
by  falvation^  being  offered  to  finners  throu^  faith  ia 
Chrift  Jefus.  She  received  the  precious  gift,  went 
away  rejoicing,  and  was  no  more  fad.  She  camfe 
once  or  twice  more  to  the  public  '^rorihip,  which 
much  increafed*  her  faith,  by  incrcafltig  her  kmyir** 
ledge.  But  her  cancer  difcharging  very  much,  lihe 
was  Confined  to  her  bed  for  abdut  five  or  ifit  wecks^ 
at  the  beginning  of  which  I  firft  vifited,  and  coatiiiu- 
ed  to  vifit  her  till  (he  died,  which  (he  did  faW  of  faith, 
peace  and'joy  in  the  Holy  Ghdft  in  believing.  Her 
•diferdcr  fproad-fe  much,  that  fome  Aiys  before  htf 
*     -  •  '  ^ifath 


death  the  cavity  fof  her  br^  \im  liAA  ^p^n,  the  fleiH 
and  bpne  beidg^t^ten  both  a^ay^  and  the  adjoiniog 
arm  was  ejLten  i><wIyftA»nda';  yet  did  (he  continu-* 
ally  praife  G0d  .fot*  that  cmel  difordcr^  afiuring  mo 
that  (he  thought  it  a  great  mercy  that  (he  was  tiNit 
af&i^ted^  ^  it  was  ,tiie  mean  of  awak<;ning  her  mind^ 
apd  &nng  her  fi)ul  ^^ . 

'  In  the>mi4ft  of  ju^mmt^  pur  God  rcmeantereth 

I.  -I  •■[.;?■,.  i- ;     ■■       ^    ■  ^  ' 

^ccozmf  of  fie  Tunkers^  or  German  Ba^tjfis^  in  PenJyU 
vania;  extracted  froni  Joneses  Geographical  Gram^ 
maTy  Article  of  Religion. 

5f  A  LL  the  rteiigioos  le<as  above  enumerated  arc 
Jl\l  fuffijeiehtly  know^n,  ejtc^^pt  that  of  the  l!)un- 
karcta  er  Tuflte^  one^of  the  rhoft  h^rmlefe,  and  per- 
haps the  moft  e3ttyaordHiary  iWte,  that  has  everap- 
jwared  &il5€  theeffaibliffiment  of  Chriftianity.  They 
ffidle  at  a  fmrfl  t^>ivfo'''Call^  flph^ta,  fituated  on  the 
fifontkiraofthepfd^'^ce^  between ' tt^b  HttTe  hills,  in 
thelfnofl  'delightfiil  dftuttion^  that '  can  well  be  ima- 
gitied,  as  if  nature  had  created  it  f6r  the  indulgence 
af  ^ntemplation. 

A  German  hermit,  who  fettled  ort  the  fpot  wherd 
Sphrata  is  now  built,  was  the  founder  of  this  cxtraor- 
^nary  fe<ft.  The  fame  of  his  fditudp  infpired  fome 
of  his  countrymen  with  curiofity;  and  the  limplicity 
of  his  life,  With  the  purity  of  his  conycrfation,  in- 
•  O  2  duced 
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duced  them  to  join  and  imitate  him.  A  people  who 
leave  their  native  country  to  enjoy  liberty  of  cori- 
fcience,  can  bear  all  fubfequeht  mortifications.  Thc^ 
Germans  of  both  fexes  who  joined  the  hermit,  foon 
accuftcmed  themfelves  to  his  manner  of  living;  in- 
duftry  became  part  of  their  duty,  and  divided  their 
time  with  devotion.  Their  gains  they  throw  into  one 
common  flock,  which  fupplies  all  their  exigencies, 
public  aa  well  as  private.  Their  females  are  clotfter- 
ed  by  themfelves  in  a  feparatc  part  of  the  town,  the 
iituation  of  which  is  delightful,  and  fcreens  them 
from  the  north  wind.  It  is  triangular,  and  fenced 
round  with  thick  rows  of  apple,  beech,  and  cherry 
trees,  having  an  orchard  in  the  middle.  The  houfes 
are  of  wood,  moftly  three  Aories  high,  and  every  per- 
fon  has  a  feparate  apartment,  that  they  may  nt>t  he 
diflurbed  during  their  devotions:  the  women  nevet 
fee  the  men,  but  at  public  worlhip,  or  when  it  is  iie« 
ceflary  to  confult  on  affairs  of  public  oeconomy,  and 
the  number  of  both  may  amount  to  about  three  hun^ 
dred.  Their  drefs  is  the  mofl  fimple  that  can  well 
be  imagined^  being  a  long  i^ite  woollen  gown  in 
winter,  and  linen  in  the  fummer,  with  a  cape  tbkt 
ferves  them  for  a  hat,  hanging  like  that  of  a  capu*- 
chin  behind,  and  faflened  around  the  waifl  with  a 
belt.  Under  the  gown  they  wear  a  waiflcoat  of  the 
fame  materials,  a  coarfe  fhirt,  trowfers,  and  fhoes« 
The  drefs  of  the  women  is  the  fame,  only  inilead  of 
trowfers  they  wear  petticoats;  and  when  they  leave 

their 


tbcir  nunnery,  they  muffle  up  their  feces  in  thdr  ca- 
puchins. The  diet  of  the  Dunkai^  coniifts  of  Te* 
getables;  but  it  is  no  principle  with  them  to  abilain 
from  animal  feod^  only  they  think  that  fuch  abfti- 
nencc  is  moft  agreeable  to  a  cbriftian  life.  This 
temperance  emaciates  their  bodies,  and,  as  the  men 
fbfier  their  beards  to  grow  to  their  full  length,  gives 
them  a  hollow,  ghailly  appearance.  Their  beds  are 
nothing  more  than  benches;  a  little  block  of  wood 
/ervestbem  for  a  pillow;  and  they  celebrate  public 
worfbip  twice  every  )day,  and  as  often  every  nighK 
But  though  fuch  modes  of  life  appear  abfurd  and  im* 
pradicaUe,  the  Dunkards  are  fer  from  being  extra- 
vagant. Their  chapel  is  very  decent;  and  they  have 
upon  a  line  flream  a  grift-mill,  a  paper-mill,  an  oil- 
mill,  and  a  mill  for  making  pearl  barley,  all  of  them 
very  ingenioufly  conftrudcd  by  themfelves :  they  have- 
even  a  printing-preft,  And  they  are,  efpecially  the 
nuns,  cxti-emely  ingenious  in  working,  and  in  embel- 
Bfliments,  which  they  perform  with  a  variety  of  beau- 
tiful colours,  with  gilding,  in  imitation  of  the  initials 
in  ancient  manufcripts.  By  thofe  difterent  manu- 
fe^rea,  the  public  ftock  of  this  afcetic  people  is  well 
iiipptied.  Notwithftanding  the  two  fexes  live  fepa- 
rate  fix>m  each  other  in  their  town,  the  Dunkards  are 
fir  from  being  averfe  to  matrimony.  In  that  cafe, 
the  parties  rauft  indeed  leave  the  town ;  but  they  are 
fttpplted  out  of  the  public  fund  with  whatever  is  ne- 
ceSbry  for  their  fettling  elfewherc.     This  they  do  as 

near 
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oear  as  they  can  to  Bp^rata,  arKl  always  ien4  th^r 
children^  thither  for  XhfAr  education,  The  Pmtords 
admU^fter  baptiijln  by  dipping  or  pliingi'i^g,  but  to 
a^H  perfona  oftly.  They  hoW  free-rwilt,  and  think 
that  the  dodirinej  of  original  fin,  with  regard  to  itg  efr 
fc^  u|jpn  Adam's  pofterity,  is  abfurd  and  infipioua. 
They  difclaim.violtwie,  even  in  cafes  of  fetf-defehce; 
and  fufier  themfelves  to  be  defrauded  rather  than  go 
to  law.  They  are  exac^  to  the  laft  degree  in  their 
obfervMac^  of* the  Sabbath;  and  all  their  prayers  and 
fweachiBg^j  during  their  worlhip^  are  extem|X)ro; 
bumility,  chaftity,  temperance,  and  other  chriftiafl 
virtues,  are  comoionly  the  fwbje<Sl:  of  their  difcpmrfes^ 
ao4  t^ey  imagine  tbut  the  ibuls  of  Chr^iaas  a^ 
death  are  employed  in  converting  tbofe  erf"  tbp  dead 
who  )fAd  no  ^{^itunijty  of  knowing  theJ  QQf|)eI. 
TUey  4eBy  the  et^mHy  of  hdl  tonnents;  but  btU^v^ 
in  certaiu  temporary  one$,  that  will  be  inlRi£|ed  oq 
infidels  and  ebftinate  per^^  who  deny  Chrift  Hi  h^ 
their  ^nly  Saviouc^  hut  thc^y  think  that  at  iro^rtaiil 
period  all  will  be  admitted  to  tlve  cbdlefs  fnikid»  of 
the  Deity.  A  people  whofe  pHncipk^  are  fo  liann- 
lefs,  and  whoie  pra<3iec  Js  !(b  £mp£e  and  viftuow^ 
cannot  be  otherwife  than-  happy  on  earth.  Amojag 
theuiftJws  they  know  nothing  but  harmony  and  mu* 
tual  affc(ftion ;  every  one  chearfully  performs  the  taft 
of  indufia-y  afiT^gned  him,  and  their  hofpitalHy  to 
Grangers  is  unbolinded,  but  their  piinciplea  forbid 
tl)^aa  to  take  any  recompenfe/' 

Short 
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Short  jiccount  of  the  Chapel  at  Lore t to. 

•T  X  7E  afe  toU  by  the  writers  of  tlic  Church  of 
\  V  Rome,  that  the  houfe  or  chamber  in  whiok 
.tJie  btefled  :indth6r  of  our  Lord  was  born,  bcought 
up,  and  betrothed  to  her  hxdband,  and  in  which  ike 
received  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  falutcd  her  wtthtise 
;iiews  of  her  miraoulous  conception,  was  tranflated  ti> 
this  place  icom  Naixrcth  by  the. hands  of  .ongcyb 
about  the  yea,r  1294,  when  the  Turks  had  overipread 
the  Holy  Land.  But  iirfl  of  all,  thde  blefled  omiers 
iet  it  doTNiL  m  Dalmatia,  and  plaoed  it  on  a  hi^k 
jnoubtmi  ealkd.Teriito,  on  the  oppoiite  fide  of  the 
Adriatic,  on  the  agth  of  May,  1291.  Throe  yean 
^nd  iefen  months  after,  they  remowd  it  hence,  and 
iet^^dbsm  ima  {prefi  wxthinr  the  territories  of  iRao^ 
nstat  but  at 'this  fordl  proved  areoeptaele  tir 
thiev^  'Wbbr  hacboored  there  for  the  iake  of  :plimd0iv 
tng  tfie*pilgiifM  of  the  offerings  yxhidti  they  bnn^iit 
to  that  boiy^huie)  the  fame  angeh  took  iit^a  tfaictl 
time,  and  placed  h  qn  the  xkolineof  a  hill,  Jaboitt  x 
tkiiil^  &fther;  bort^a  difpote  happening  i>einaeon  tmiD 
Iwotheis  to  «^liom  ti«e  grd>umd  bekmgeri^  it  fiiffizmd  ^ 
ftorthreiBOval  of  a  &w  yards,  aTiid^>«ms'placed  on  ihe 
lingV  bighwiay^  w})ei;e  it  hath  itood  €^er  &iee,  -ani 
IfhocQ,  to  prevent  «ny  fbrtfacr  roEnQTal^  4hc^  if&w  ab- 
doAd  it  within  the  mills  of  a  ihBtely  church,  which 
they  have  built  about  it.  .   ,  ^         * 

Q?he>fsU6ta  ca&  or  ho^hdu&  is  o^imdligpairtD&ent 

partly 
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partly  built  of  brick  and  partly  of  ftone,  roughly  in-» 
termixed,  about  32  feet  long,  13  in  breadth,  and  17 
in  height;  it  is  coarfe  and  plain,  and  without  anjr 
foundation* 

It  had  originally  but  one  door  and  one  window; 
though  there  has  been  two  doors  added  to  it  for  the 
convenience  of  vifitors ;  the  angel  is  fuppc^ed  to  have 
entered  the  window,  which  is  about  3  feet  high,  and 
not  quite  10  broad;  it  is  now  adorned  with  a  rich 
filver  grate. 

The  Virgin,  or  Lady,  is  in  a  niche  in  this  apart*- 
floent;  ihe  is  about  4  feet  high,  of  cedar  wood,  laid 
to  be  carried  by  St.  Luke.  Her  hair  hangs  loofe, 
afler  the  manner  of  the  Nazarenes. 

6he  has  a  great  number  of  changes  of  raiment, 
which  are  of  immenfe  value,  being  enridied  with  a 
-great  profufion  of  precious  ilones.  The  mod  glorir- 
ous  of  all  is  her  triple  crown,  which,  with  a  little  one 
to  fdt  on  her  child's  head,  was  presented  to  her  by 
Lewis  XIIL  of  France;  they  are  both  of  mafly  gold^ 
but  ib  enriched  with  diamonds,  pearls,  &c«.  that  they 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  beholders.  The  altar  was  pre«^ 
tended  to  have  been  made  by  the  Apolties;  but  that 
on  which  they  celebrate  mafs  at  this  time,  is  a  mag^ 
nijScent  one  of  mai&ve  filver,  given  by  Gofmo  lU 
Duke  of  Tufcany,  and  before  it  is  a  lamp  of  gold  as 
lieavy  as  two  men  can  carry,  given  by  the  Republic 
pf  Venice. 

Among  other  rich  things  there  are  I^  candle- 

iiicks 


flicks  of  maffive  gold^  iaid  to  weigh  37  pounds  etctu 
We  fhould  know  no  ei^  were  we  to  attempt  to  enu«> 
ipenite  the  treasures  of  this  place;  it  is  kept  in  a  f|^. 
cipus  chamber^  like  a  chapel,  40  paces  long,  and  IS 
wide/ in  which  there  are  17  large  prefles,  with  foW^ 
ing  doors,  with  a  ftrong  wire  of  iilver  before  them ; 
thefe  are  filled  with  ornaments  of  pure  gold,  or  with 
jewels  of  great  value,  for  filver  is  not  admitted  into 
this  place,  but  lies  in  confufed  heaps  in  different 
places.  I  fhall  conclude  this  (hort  account,  with  an 
obfervation  or  two  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Addifon. 
^  The  riches  in  the  Holy  Houfe  and  treafures  are 
furprifingly  great,  and  as  much  fiirpafled  my  cxpec* 
tatioo  aa  others  have  generally  faHen  fhort  of  it  SiU 
ver  can  here  fcarce  find  admiffion,  and,  gold  iftfdf 
Jooks  but  poorly  among  fuch  an  incredible  nuoibep 
of  precious  ftones.  It  is  indeed  an  amazing  thing  to 
fee  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of  riches  lie  dead  and 
untouched  in  the  midft  of  fo  much  poverty  and  mi-» 
fery  as  reigns  on  all  fides  of  them,  and  which,  wer^ 
they  turned  into  current  coin,  and  wifely  employed 
in  commerce,  would  make  the  Pppe*s  dominions  the 
moft  flouriihing  and  opulent  in  all  Europe."    J.  W, 

The  French  army  in  Italy  has  lately  captured  this 
Church  of  the  Holy  Houfey  as  it  is  called.  It  is  laid 
that  moft  of  the  treafure  was  removed,  but  that  the 
Holy  Virghi  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  imbelievers. 
What  value  the  French  wijll  fet  upon  the  idol,  we  do 

Vox.,  L  P  not 
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irAt  know.  But  moft  likely  they  are  of  the  fame  mind 
^ith  the  Pope,  who  fhewed  his  cunning  by  taking 
care  of  the  treafure,  while  he  left  the  miraculous 
image  to  take  care  of  itfelf.  Could  they  have  had  the' 
gold  and  jewels,  it  is  thought  they  would  have  been 
fatisfied  to  have  gone  without  the  image. 


Continuation  of  the  Lijl  of  Englljh   Writers y  upon  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Rejioration.     From  page  2/. 

\N*  £.  This  jirticle  Jkould  have  heen  in  ourfecond 
Ntmhery  hut  was  omittedJ] 

ARCHBISHOP  Tillotfon  is  the  next  writer 
which  we  (hall  mention  on  this  fubjedl.  Few 
authors  have  ever  written  with  more  fimple  elegance 
than  this  eminent  man,  or  with  more  ferious  rcgarc) 
to  the  practical  part  of  religion ;  for  which  he  was 
defcrvedly  admired  in  his  day,  and  has  been  much 
efteemed,  by  the  bed  judges,  ever  fince.  Yet  he  did 
not  feem  to  think,  that  the  perpetual  preaching  of 
endlefs  damnation  was  the  happieft  or  moft  likely  me- 
thod of  reclaiming  finners.  His  own  words  are  as 
follow : 

^  There  is  this  remarkable  difference  between  pro^ 
^  mifes  and  threatntngs^  that  he  who  promifeth  pafleth 

*  over  a  right  to  another,  and  thereby  ftands  obliged 

*  to  him,  in  juftice  and  faithfulnefs,  to  make  good  his 
^  promife;  and  if  he  do  not,  the  party  to  whom  the 

promifc 
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*  promife  is  made,  is  not  only  difappointed,  but  injo- 

*  rioufly  dealt  withal :  but  in  the  thrcatnings,  it  is 
^  quite  otherwife.      He   that  threatens,    keeps  the 

*  right  of  punifhing  in  his  own  hands,  and  is  not 

*  obliged  to  execute  what  he  hath  threatned,  any 

*  further  than  the  reafons  and  ends  of  government 
'  do  require :  and  he  may,  without  injury  to  the  par- 
'  ty  threatned,  remt  and  abate  as  much  as  he  pleaf- 

*  eth  of  the  puniftiment  that  he  hath  threatned :  and 

*  becaufe  in  fo  doing  he  is  not  worfe,  but  better  than 
'  his  wordy  nobody  can  find  fault  or  complain  of  any 
'  wrong,  or  injullice  thereby  done  to  him.  Nor  is 
^  this  any  impeachment  of  God's  truth  and  faithful- 

*  nefs,  any  more  than  it  is  efteemed  among  men  a 
'  piece  of  falfliood  not  to  do  what  they  have  threat- 

*  ned.     God  did  abfolutely  threaten  the  deftru6lion 

*  of  Nineveh,  and  his  peevijh  proj)het  did  underftand 

*  his  threatning  to  be  abfolute,  and  was  very  angry 

*  with  God  for  employing  him  in  a  meflage  that  was 
'  not  made  good.  But  God  underftood  his  own 
'  right,  and  did  what  he  pleafed,  notwithftanding  the 

*  threatning  he  had  denounced;  notwithftanding  that 
'  Jonah  was  fo  touched  in  honour ^  that  he  had  rather 

*  himfelf  had  diedy  than  that  Nineveh  ftiould  not  have 

*  beeil  deftroyed,  only,  to  have  verified  his  meflage.* 
See  Tillotfons  fourth  Vol.  of  Sennons  on  the  Divine 
Threatnings.  ) 

William  Whifton,  M.  A.  Profeflbr  of  Mathema- 
tics  at  Cambridge.     This  lingular,  but  honeft  nian, 

P2  fuffcred 
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IbfFered  much  for  the  plain  avowal  of  his  fcntimetifsi 
hi  many  refpefls.  It  fhoold  feem  that  he  thought 
fecrcts  in  religion  were  not  confiftent  with  the  Chrif- 
tian  character.  He  therefore  always  avowed  his  opi- 
nions with  the  greateft  candour.  In  his  piece,  •  The 
Eternity  of  Hell  Torments  conftderedy  page  131,  he 
fays,  '  All  I  can  fee  any  hope  for,  \s  future  io  the  world 
^  to  come^  and  to  the  next  age  after  the  deftru<ftion 
^  of  the  hodies  of  the  wicked  in  <3rchenna,  at  the  ge- 
'  ncral  refurredion.     I  mean  as  the  prophet  Elflras 

*  feems  to  hint,  that  there  may  be  in  the  utmoft 
'  bowels  of  the  compaffion  of  the  Almighfty,  another 
'  refurreSion,  and  another  time  of  trial  allotted  £o 

*  thofe  miferable  creatures  fomewhere,  in  which  many^ 
'  or  all  of  them  may  poffiblybe  rteovered,  and  faved 

*  at  laft,  by  the  infinite  indulgence  and  love  of  their 

*  Creator; 

Dr.  Thomas  Burnet,  Mafter  of  the  Charter  Houie. 
He  was  the  author  of  a  very  ingenious  work  call- 
ed, '  The  Theory  of  the  Earth.'  In  his  Treatife  con^ 
certimg  the  State  of  Departed  Souls,  &c.  he  iays,  *  It  is 

*  my  opinion,  that  we  ought  firmly  to  adhere  to  that 
<  rule  for  the  interpretation  of  Scripture,  which  has 

*  been  received  by  Divines, '  That  nvlthout  ahfohte  «^- 
'  cejfity,  we  ought  not  to  depart  from  the  letter.  Then 
'  in  the  next  place,  we  are  to  inquire,  whether  the 
^  duration  of  eternal  puniihment  is  not  repugnant  to 

*  manifefl:  reafons,  and  invincible  arguments :  for  if 

*  this  is  the  cafe,  the  moft  rigid  ccnfurers  ought  to 

excufe 


^exeufe  tts,  if  in  this  point  we  difient  from  the  com- 
^  inon  iftterpretirtion.  The  foul  flies  fix)m  the  very 
^  thought^  and  abhoi^  the  remembrance  of  everiaft- 
^'mg  mifciy;  and  iweral  things  have  occurred  to 
^"^  me,  while  I  have  been  thinliing  on  this  fukjoi^ 

*  by  which  I  am  fenfible,  that  others  have  been  per- 
^  fuaded,  as  well  ^  rayfelf,  that  God  neither  will,  aor^ 
"*  can  endure  the  perpetual  affliftion,  and  torment  of 

.^  his  own  creaturea— ^ ^that  God  fhould  con- 

*  demn  his  own  CTeatures  to  a  flate  of  eternal  mife- 
^  ry,  and  Aiould  retain  them  in  that  ftate,  ieems  to 

*  be  repognant  to  divine    wifdom    and    goodnefs^ 

*  and  I  may  add  likewife  to  juftice:  I  fay  repugnaitt 
^  to  wifdom ;  for  a  ftate  like  this,  of  cverlaftmg  and 
'^  unchangeable  mifery,  would  be  in  vain,  and  of  no 
"*  ufe,  and  therefore  unwife  and  unworthy  of  God; 

*  for  a  torment  without  ceflation,  and  without  end, 

*  can  neither  be  of  fervice  to  God,  nor  to  man,*  4cc. 
See  page  348. 

William  Law,-  M.  A.  This  very  pious  writer  h 
well  known  by  his  works,  and  much  efleemed  by 
fuch  Chriftians  as  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  divine  truth* 
In  his  Letters,  page  175,  he  fays,  ^  As  for  the  puri- 

*  fication  of  all  human  nature,  either  in  this  worlds 
^  or  in  fome  after.ages^  I  fully  believe  it.* 

Dr.  Hartley,  author  of  Paradife  Reftored,  page 
476.     *  Their  employment  and  delight  is  love;  their 

*  hearts,  and  every  pulfe  beat  love;  it  is  the  element 
'  of  their  life,  thtiv  fummum  hormm^  and  Xhtirftwmmm 

*  totum.     Perhaps  the  very  angels  ftretch  not  fiirther 

^into 
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*  into  the  vaft  expanfe  of  love,  than  fome  of  theffe 
^  {the  inhabitants  of  Paradife)  have  done,  for  they  lov^ 

*  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafleth  knowledge ; 

*  and  therefore  they  love  all  God's  creatures,  in  Hea- 
.*  ven  and  Earth :  and  as  charity  hopeth  all  things; 

*  fo  as  far  as  hope  can  go,  they  love  5  now  hope  can 

*  reach  Jtft  the  lowcft  pit  of  hell,  and  hope  that  Jefus 
^  Chrift  (whofe  love  furely  equals  our  hope)  will,   in 

*  fome  remote  ages  of  eternity,  by  an  omnipotent  a6t 
'  of  his  love,  caufe  mercy  to  triumph  over  judgment; 

*  reve;rie  the  fentence  which  ftri6l  juftice  hath  pafled 

*  on  fallen  man,  and  fallen  angels^  give  to  them  both 

*  power  for  repentance;  add  to  their  repentance  faith, 
^  end  to  their  faith  charity ;  that  fo  blefled  again  with 
'  the  renewal  of  the  Divine  image,  by  the  redeeming 

*  mercy  of  him  whofe  power  created  them,  they  may 
/'arife  from  their  beds  of  penal  long-enduring  iire,  to 

*  join  the  heavenly  hoft  in  praifes  to  the  Eternal 
^  King,  and  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  no  longer  pocca- 

*  ble  as  before,  but  Handing  firm  on  the  fure  bafis  of 

*  never-ceafing,  ever-grateful  love,  amen.*  See  alfo 
Obfervations  on  the  Nature,  Powers,  and  Expedla- 
tions  of  Man. 

•Mr.  Morfay,  author  of  Difcourfes,  printed  in  Scot- 
land, 1749,  page  165  ;  fpeaking  of  the  refurredlion, 
he  fays,  '  Efau  and  Pharoah  fhall  not  be  excluded 

*  from  this  a6l  of  grace,  glory  be  to  God  in  the  high- 

*  eft ;  for  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  even  to  the 
^  moft  unfathomable  depths,  Ihall  be  fubjedled  unto 

^our 
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•  our  God,  and  to  his  Chrift:.  thou  wilt  bring  back 

•  all  into  thy  (heepfold,  there  fhall  not  be  one  want- 
<  ing." 

(To  he  contirmed.) 


ANECDOTES. 

INTOLERANCE. 

WHEN  the  King  of  Pruffia  entered  Silefia  the 
firft  time,  a  little  proteftant  town,  jealous 
of  a  catholic  village,  came  humbly  to  requeft  per- 
miflion  of  the  King,  to  put  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  to  the  Iword.  The  king  replied  to  the  depu- 
ties, "  If  that  village  were  to  aik  my  permiffion  to 
*^  cut  your  throats,  would  you  think  I  did  well  in 
*^  granting  it?*'  *^  Oh,  gracious  Sovereign,"  faid  the 
deputies,  "  that  would  be  a  very  different  thing,  ivc 
^*  are  of  the  true  church.^^ 


CANDOR. 

THE  good  Bifhop  Linefius  faid  to  thofe  who  were 
employed  to  confccrate  him,  **  I  muft  acquaint  you, 
^  that  I  will  neither  deceive,  nor  force  the  confciencc 
**  of  any  man.  I  will  allow  every  man  peaceably  to 
"  retain  his  own  opinions,  and  I  will  adhere  to  mine. 
'^  I  will  not  teach  any  thing  which  I  do  not  believe. 
*'  If  you  will  confecrate  me  on  thefe  conditions,  I 
^  confent,  if  not  I  renounce  the  Pifhopriok." 

A  HINT 
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A  HINT  ON  EDUCATION, 

THE  father  of  a^  family  is  not  the  keeper  of  a  pri- 
ion,  to  fubdue  hisn^hildren  by  blows  and  hard  labor  : 
but  he  appears  like  himfelf  when  he  refembles  a  wife 
and  placid  Patriarch.  He  fliould  give  no  fuUen  or- 
ders, no  hard  ftem  commands  accompanied  with 
threatnings,  (not  to  underftand)  but  to  get  by  heart 
what  cannot  be  underftood,  and  what  therefore  the 
pain  of  learning  prepares  the  heart  to  abhor.  Man  is 
a  noble  creature,  and  a  little  man  in  the  arms  of  h^a 
mother,  is  a  little  image  of  God.  Providence  give3 
us  children,  each  with  this  charge,  faie  this  child  and 
ni^rfe  it  for  Pie:  take  caie  of  its  health,  cheriih  its  un- 
derfUnding,  form  its  manners,  prepare  it  to  be  a  ci- 
tizen of  the.  Heavenly  Jerti/alem,  a  companion  ofanm 
geh^  and  of  the  fpirits  ofjufi  men  made  perfeS.  Far 
be  it  from  you  to  fpend  life  in  contending  for  maf^ 
tery  with  them,  in  fubduing  a  free  bom  foul  into  the 
fervile  temper  of  a  flave,  in  applying  the  difcipline  of 
a  meer  animal  to  a  creature  endowed  with  reafon  and 
fcnfe,  in  bringing  forward  forrow  before  the  calami* 
ties  of  life  oblige  them  to  fufFer  and  to  mourn,  in  ne- 
gle<fting  to  cultivate  a  foil  fo  very  improyeable:  far 
from  your  habitations  be  all  fuch  methods  of  mifaia^ 
naging  children* 


FREE 
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FREE  ENQUIRY. 

FREE  ENQUIRY  in  Religion,  is  efential  io  the 
'virtue  of  a  character.  The  virtue  of  man  coniifts  in 
his  making  u(e  of  all  his  own  faculties^  not  in  be- 
lieving that  other  men  have  made  a  virtuous  ufe  of 
theirs.  Now,  it  is  poffible,  a  man  may  make  ufe  of 
all  his  faculties,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  perceive  the 
evidence  of  fome  opinions,  which  are  called  articles 
of  faith,  and  confequently  he  may  doubt  the  truth 
of  thofe  articles,  yea  \t"\s  necejjary  to  the  virtue  o( 
his  chara^ler  that  he  fhould  doubt  them ;  for  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  believe  without  proof,  and  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  profefs  to  believe  what  he  does 
not  believe.  Let  us  not  be  fo  weak  as  to  iitlagine, 
that  a  man  cannot  think  juftly  unlefs  he  thinks  as 
we  do.  Let  us  allow  that  his  juftice  confifts  in 
thinking,  and  reafoniiig,  and  a6ling,  as  well  as  he 
can,  and  that  he  is  accountable  for  all  this  only  to 
&ne  mafter,  even  Chrift.  As  freedom  of  thought  is  the 
parent  and  guardian  of  all  virtue,  fo  the  wai;t  of  it  is 
the  nurfe  of  all  vice,  and  particularly  of  that  general 
diipofition  to  all  fin,  I  mean  fervility.  Alowfervilefoul, 
habituated  nottothinkforitfelf,  buttobeledby  aguidc, 
is  prepared  for  thecommifTion  of  any  crime,  or  the  be- 
lief of  any  abfurdity,  that  a  mercenary  guide  may  find 
Convenient  to  enjoin.  Were  I  difpofed  to  fink  a 
foul  into  the  lowefl  degree  of  wretchcdnefs,  either 
as  a  citizen  of  the  world,  or  as  a  member  of  a  church, 
I  would  inculcate  with  all  my  might  a  fpirit  of  fer- 

VoL.  L  Q  vility, 
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vility,  and  that  would  anfwer  my  end  better  than 
any  other  method  in  the  world.  I  would  not  fliock 
a  man  with  the  founds  of  perjury  and  blafphemy, 
impiety  to  God,  apd  injuftice  to  men :  but  I  would 
gently  inform  him,  that  he  was  a  poor  depraved 
foolifti  creature,  not  able  to  judge  between  good  and 
evil,  truth  and  error,  and  that  he  would  difcover 
great  arrogance  if  he  thought  otheruife:  but  that  I 
was  a  wife  and  a  lacred  man,  wifliing  well  to  hi^ 
foul,  and  that  by  believing  what  I  faid  to  be  true, 
and  by  doing  what  I  directed  to  be  done,  he  would 
be  pious,  and  fafe,  and  happy.  Thpre  is  therefore 
no  virtue^  but  a  great  fund  of  iniquity  in  implicit 
faith."  R. 


THE  BIBLE,  A  fragment. 

CANDIDUS  alked  the  poor  womah  if  fhe  loved 
theBible?— *^Ah !  mafter,"  faid  fhe,  ^^  A^w  no  Bible." 
"  I  am  forry  for  that,"  faid  he,  *^  but  I  have  got 
one  in  my  pocket,  which  I  will  give  you."  *^  Blels 
your  good  heart,"  exclaimed  tlie  old  woman,  "  1  wi(h 
you  was  our  fquire,  you  would  do  a  world  of  good 
among  us  poor  folks." — ^^  Here  good  woman,  taki^ 
it,"  faid  he,  "  and  God  grant  that  you  may  find  as 
much  comfort  in  reading  it,  as  I  have  done."  The 
look,  the  tone  of  voice,  the  adlion,  and  the  pious 
wi(h  ofCandidus  afFeded  her — ^The  tears  ftarted 
into  her  eyes  ;  fhe  wiped  them  off  with  the  corner  of 

her 
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her  old  checked  apron,  which  was  very  clean^  and 
had  been  patched  and  darned  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  but  (he  did  not  take  the  book.  "  I  am  a  poor 
woman,'' laid  (he.  ^^  The  poor  have  the  Gofpel  preach- 
ed to  them,"  laid  Candidus.  **IaiT)  a  very  Jimple  crea- 
ture," continued  (he..  "  God  preferveth  the  JmpJe** 
faid  Candidus.  "This  bocA^  will  tell  you  fo,  it  is 
Crod's  own  word.  He  will  give  you  inftruAiop  in 
reading  it,  and  make  you  wife  to  (alvation.  Take 
it  good  woman,  take  it,  it  will  do  your  heart  good.** 
f^AIasI"  faid  (he,  '*  I  be  no  fchoJlard,  I  have  no 
hrtangy  mafter,  the  worfe  luck  for  me;  I  can*t 
read,  not  I,  I  wifti  I  could.  I  be  a  poor  voidot  only." 
**  God  is  the  hujband  of  the  widow^''  faid  Candidus, 
''  a^  the  father  of  the  fatherkfsr  "  Don  t  you 
thbk  that  Gpd  loves  you  ?"  "  I  don't  know,"  faid 
ihe,  locking  eameitly  at  him.  Candidus  told  her 
|hat  God  was  love. — ^That  he  did  not  hate  any  of  hi6 
creatures. — ^That  he  was  good  to  all. — ^That  he 
|ntied  the  linful  ftate  of  all. — That  he  had  given' 
his  dear  fon  to  die  (or  all. — ^And  >yas  npt  willing 
anjf  (hould  perilh,  but  was  ready  to  pardon  ally  and 
to  feve  them.  She  liftened  with  eager  attention ; 
Candidus  went  on,  and- told  her  that  God  had  cho- 
(en  the  poor  of  this  world,  to  be  rich  in  faith,  and 
heirs  of  falvation.  That  though  poverty  had  its 
many  trials,  yet  that  the  poor  might  be  faved,  as 
well  as  the  rich.  He  repeated  and  explained  to 
her  the  parable  of  Lazarus  the  beggar,  and  the  wick- 

Qji  ed 
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ed  rich  man.  .  Her  eyes  gliftened  with  joy ;  Can- 
didas paufed.  She  continued  fome  time  fiJent. 
At  laft  (he  faid,  ''  Then  Jefus  Chrift  did  not  hate 
poor  people,  did  he,  mafter  ?"  *•  No,  indeed,"  faid 
Candidas,  "  Jefus  Chrrft  loved  the  poor.  He  was  a 
poor  man  himfelf  when  he  was  upon  earth,  and 
had  not  fo  much  as  a  houfe  of  his  own,  to  lay  his 
head  in.  And  he  ftill  loves  the  poor.  But  I  wifli 
you  could  read;  ihowever,  I  will  tell  you  a  ftory. 
I  knew  a  poor  aged  widow,  who  loved  the  Bible,  but 
Jhe  could  not  read,  neither  could  flie  live  without 
hearing  it  read ;  fo  much  pleafure  and  inftrudlion 
did  fhe  derive  from  hearing  the  Scriptures.  She 
lived  in  a  lone  place,  and  the  family  where  fhe  lodged 
could  not  read ;  but  there  was  one  more  cottage 
near,  and  in  it  ^  little  boy,  a  fhepherd's  fon,  who 
C04M  read  :  but  he  loved  to  play,  he  was  riot  fond. of 
reading  the  Bible*  The  old  widow  ufed  to  rife  an 
hour  fooner  in  a  morning,  to  fpin  a  halfpenny  more, 
to  give  the  little  boy  to  read  a  chapter  to  her  of  an 
evening.  He.  readily  agreed  to  this.,.  And  thepodr 
woman  faid,  it  made  her  life  happy  that  fhe  could 
hear  God's  word  every  day."  "  O  dear,  mafler,'* 
laid  the  poor  woman,  "  I  fpin,  I  get  my  living  by 
fpinning.  And  I  will  get  up  fooner  and  fpin  more. 
Sal  Johnfon  our  thatchcr's  datur^  can  read,  fhe  will 
read  to  me,  if  I  give  her  a  halfpenny  a  day."  *^  Take. 
tjie  Bible/Vfifld  Candidus,  "  and  may  God  give  you 
under ftanding  in  it." 

It 
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It  was  about  a  year  aftenvards  that  Candidus  hap* 
pened  to  come  that  way  again-.  He  called  on  the 
poor  widow;  Ihe  received  his  vifit  with  tears* of 
joy.  "  She  faid  it  was  a  good  day  to  her,  when 
God  fent  him  that  way,  to  give  her  a  Bible, 
and  to  direA  her  how  to  get  it  read  to  her. — ^That 
Sal  Johnfon  was  a  good  girl  and  feared  God,  and 
had  long  read  to  her  without  being  paid,  for  (he 
would  not  take  the  money.  And  as  for  herfelf,  (kt 
now  knew  that  God  loved  her.  And  fha  trufted 
that  (he  loved  God.  That  (he  lived  contented,  and 
believed  fhe  fhould  die  in  peace." 


jin  injlance  of  fhe praSHcalGood EffeSls  oftheDo&rine  of 

LIMITED    PUNISHMENT. 

IN  a  village,  well  known  to  the  Editor,  there  lives 
a  perfon  who  believes  the  Dodlrine  of  the  Reftitu- 
tion  of  all  Things.  We  will  call  him  A.  He  had  l 
neighbour  whom  we  will  call  B.  a  man  whofe  reli- 
gion was  like  that  of  the  reft  of  the  world.  Another 
neighbour  of  the  fame  caft,  whom  we  will  call  C. 
had  done  B.  an  ill  turn.  B.  was  fenfible  of  it,  but 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  refent  it  as  he  wilhed. 
He,  therefore,  kept  a  fenfe  of  the  injury  in  his  mind, 
and  waited  for  a  proper  fcafon  of  revenge.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  an  opportunity  prefcnted  itfelf,  andB. 
had  It  in  his  power  to  take  his  revenge  with  intereft. 
Pleafed  with  the  profjiedl,  he  came  to  his  neighbour 
A.  And  told  him  the  cafe,  and  fcemed  to  anticipate 

the 
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tlie  fatisfei^iion  rf  revenge.     A.  attended  tahis  tale^ 
but  periuaded  him  from  his  purpofe.     B.  feemed  re- 
(blved  ot\  vengeance.      **  I  know,"  faid  he,  "  you 
think  I  fhall  be  eternally  damnedr     "  No,"  faid  A. 
^^  I  don*t  believe  you  or  any  man  will  be  fo,  I  be- 
lieve that  every  (inner  will  be  punifhed  according  to 
his  works,  but  that  all  punifliment  will  come  to  an 
end,  that  every  finner  will  be  humbled  at  laft  by 
his  punifhmcpt ;  and  be  reconciled  to  God,  by  the 
blood  of  the  crofs."     ''  What,"  faid  B. "  not  eternally 
damned?  I  thought  that  every  Chriftian  had  believed 
in  pverlafiing  damnaiion^^     "  Not  quite  every  one," 
faid  A.  '^  for  I  don't :  and  I  know  many  others  that 
don't.     Neither   do  I  believe   that   the  Scriptures 
teach  any  fuch  dodlrine."     "  I  am  fure,"  faid  B.  "  I 
have  read  in  the  Bible  of  eternal  punifhment,  an4 
cvw'lafting    damnation."      A.  explained   to  B.  the 
Scriptural  acceptation  of  thofe  words,  and  referred 
him  to  the  everlafting  priefthood  of  Aaron  and  his 
fons,  which  was  ceafed :  to  the  everlafting  covenant 
of  circumcifion,  which  was  aboliihed :  to  the  ever- 
lafting hills,  which  will  be  deftroyed  in  the  general 
conflagration,  &c.      A.  went  on  to  fay  that  God 
loved  all  men :  that  Chrift  died  for  all :  that  all  judg- 
ment was  given  into  the  hand  of  Chrift :  that  he  would 
infli6l  on  fome  linnei-s  /?wftripes,  and  others  ^i^wy; 
but  on  every  one  that  number  which  his  iniquity 
deferved.     A.  befought  his  neighbour  not  to  increafe 
his  own  damnation  by  the  adl  which  he  had  in  view. 

B.lif- 
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B.  liftened  with  attention,  and  faid,  *'  If  that  were 
the  cafe^  he  thought  there  was  fome  hope  for  him.'* 
He  promifed  that  he  would  not  take  the  revenge 
which  was  in  his  power.  "  I  thought,"  faid  he, 
^*  that  I  muft  be  eternally  damned,  and  fo  it  did  not 
fignify  whether  I  was  damned  for  much  fin,  or  a  hftle\ 
according  to  the  old  Proverh,  I  thought  I  might  a^ 
well  be  hanged  for  ^ijheep,  as  a  lamb."'' 


SAMSON'S  FOXES. 

JUDGES  XV. 

^^  And  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  reaping  of  the  wheat, 
*^  that  Samfon  vifited  his  wife  with  a  kid  of  the 
*'  goats.  And  he  laid,  I  will  go  in  unto  my  wife, 
^^  to  her  inner  chamber,  but  her  father  would  not 
^^  permit  him  to  enter;  but  her  fether  faid^  Be- 
**  caufe  I  thought  thou  hadft  utterly  hated  her, 
^  therefore  I  gave  her  to  thy  friend ;  is  not  her 
"  younger  fifter  fairer  than  flic  ?  Now  (he  fhall  be 
"  thine  in  place  of  her. 

^  TTien  faid  Samfon  unto  them,  I  am  made  clear  as 
*^  at  other  times  irom  the  Philiftines,  therefore  I 
^^  (will)  prepare  evil  againft  them. 

^  And  Samfon  went  and  feized  three  hundred 
**  (wheat)  (heaves,  and  he  took  torches,  and  he 
^  turned  them  end  to  end,  and  he  placed  a  torch 
^*  in  the  middle  betwixt  the  two  ends,  and  be 
^  lighted  the  torches^  and  he  threw  them  into  the 

"  liatio» 
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*^  ftation  of  the  Philiftines,  and  he  burnt  up  the 
*^  heap  of  corn,  and  beyond  the  ftation,  even  be- 
"  yond  the  vine  (and)  olive  (yard). 

THE  long  credit  that  has  been  given  to  an  error, 
is  no  greater  proof  of  its  tmth,  than  the  many 
ages  in  which  Divine  Revelation  has  been  obfcured, 
is  an  argument  to  prove  its  falfity.  A  diamond  is 
equally  fo,  whether  it  lay  buried  beneath  its  native 
cruft,  or  fparkle  with  beaming  luftre  from  the  hands 
of  the  polifher.  The  fubjeft  which  I  have  chofen 
for  this  criticifm,  has,  by  infidels,  been  efteemed  an 
unanfwerable  argument  againft  Holy  Writ.  "  Be- 
caufe,"  fay  they,  "  in  Paleftine  there  are  no  foxes ; 
Samfon  could  not  therefore  catch  three  hundred  of 
them ;  and  if  this  book  would  in  one  inftance  impofe 
romance  upon  mankind  for  truth,  it  would  do  the 
fame  in  any  other;  impofition  is  therefore  its  intcn- 
tiop,  and  the  fpoils  of  the  credulous  its  reward." 
This  reafoning  is  moft  undoubtedly  good,  but  the 
premifes  fhould  be  proved  before  the  inference  is 
drawn.  It  is  poffible  errors  may  have  efcaped  in  the 
tranflating  a  dead  language,  and. a  wife  man  would 
deliberate  and  examine  with  circumfpecSion  the  ori- 
ginal, before  he  reje6led  a  book  fo  beautiful  in  itfelf; 
becaufe  it  might  be  injured  by  being  tranflated  from 
the  Hebrew,  is  the  doing  of  which  it  was  at  firft  no- 
ceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Greek' fcptuagint,  and 
the  Syriac  and  Arabic  languages,  by  which,  with  the 
,  ,  afliftancc 


affifiance  of  the  I^tin,  it  wa^  at  laft  twne^d  intoEng- 
lift.  If  dirt  tarnifheth  the  gold,  it  is  no  reafon  for 
filling  the  gold  away,  but  rather  for  wiping  ofFth^ 
filth,  that  the  gold  may  (hine  in  all  its  former  bril-, 
liancy.  It  is  but  the  alteration  gf  Qf>e  word  that  ia 
necefl&ry  to  render  thi3  whole  pafJagej  perfe<ftly  con- 
iiflent  with  reafon.  But  as  the  whole  of  it  containai 
9  defcription  c^  ancient  manners,  I  O^all  make  fome 
obfervations  upon  every  part  of  it. 

It  was  in  the  days  of  the  wheat  harveft ;  not  at  a 
time  when  the  com  was  barely  ripe^  eopugh  to  cut, 
bttt  when  the  reaper  had  put  in  his  iickJe  and  began 
to  reap  the  com.  It  was  in  thefe  days  of  mirth  and 
ieftivity,  that  Samfon,  with  a  prefent  in  his  hand> 
vent  to  vifit  hia  wife;  from  whom,  on  account  of  her 
betraying  his  confidence,  he  had  bicen  eftranged;  in- 
ipired  by  the  gffiety  of  th^  feafon,  love  overcame  hi^ 
refentment,  and  made  him  defire  even  to  acknow- 
iedge  hirafelf  to  be  in  fault,  or  at  leaft  by  making 
her  a  prefent,  feem  to  take  the  blame  of  their  paft 
difcbnd  upoh  bimfelf.  The  ancients  had  an  idea 
tbtt  every  crime  might  be  effaced  by  prefents,  and 
attributed  to  them  an  irrefiftible  power  in  appeafing 
hatred,  wrath,  or  revenge,     9  111.  Ajax  fays. 

If  4  brother  bleed. 
On  juft  atonement  we  remit  the  deed ; 
A  fire  the  flaugl'er  of  hU  fon  forgives ; 
The  price  of  blood  difcharg  d,  the  rpurdVer  lives,- 
The  haughiieft  hearts  at  length  their  rage  refign, 
And  gifts  can  confer  cvVy  foul  but  thine. 

V^L.  L  R  Every 
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-  Every  age  has  its  manners;  thoie  of  ancient  times 
ai-e  marked  with  limplicity,  and  a  nearer  refemblance 
tt)  the  conduct  of  the  Deity  in  his  Providence,  than 
are  the  cuftoms  of  the  prefent  day*  To  fatisfy  the 
law,  is  the  word  now  ufed ;  to  give  fuch  fatisfac- 
tion  as  might  reconcile  the  party  injursed,  was  the 
.term  they  ufed ;  we  feek  to  protect  rights  and  pro- 
perty, they  fought  to  unite  man  to  man  by  nmtual 
love.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  a  great  teftimony  in 
favour  of  the  authenticity  of  an  ancient  book,  is  the 
fimilarity  of  manners  reprefented  in  it,  with  thofc 
that  were  the  prevalent  Cuftoms  of  the  then  times. 
This  hiftory  of  Samlbn  might  very  eafily  be  exempli- 
fied and  fupported,  by  the  acknowledged  cuftoms  of 
ancient  timeis,  taken  from  the  concurrent  teftimony 
of  heathen  writers.  Thus  the  language  of  the  pre- 
fent day  when  a  man  pays  his  addreftes  to  a  woman^ 
is,  what  has  fhe  got  ?  but  of  thofe  days,  what  muft  I 
give  for  her,  or  what  prefents  fhall  I  give  to  her 
friends,  that  I  may  teftify  my  love.  Thus  when 
Agamtmnon,  defirous  of  appeafing  the  wnth  of 
Achilles,  offers  him  one  of  his  three  daughters  for  a 
wife,  he  enhances  the  value  of  it  by  faying,  ^^  He  alks 
no  prefents,  no  rewards  for  love."  And  Samfon,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  young  men  of  his  time, 
made  a  feaft,  entertaining  thirty  Philiftines,  that  his 
wife's  parents  had  introduced  tij/him,  to  be  his  com- 
panions. "  And  he  faid,  I  will  go  in  unto  my  wife, 
to  her  inner  chamber."     Amongft  the  Heathens,  as 

well 
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well  as  the  IfracHtes,  marriage  was  confidered  in  a 
light  very  different  from  what  it  now  is.  Men  did  not 
marr}'  to  acquire  property,  but  they  purchafed  a  wife 
that  might  be  a  help  meet  for  them  by  taking  care  of 
eve»y  domeflic  concern,  whilft  the  man  looked  afler 
his  farm  and  his  merchandife.  Home  was  to  the  man 
a  place  of  reft  and  enjoyment.  In  his  riling  offspring 
he  difcemed  lb  many  faithful  affiftants  to  the  labors 
of  the  day;  whilft  the  wife  of  his  bofom  was  not  an 
idle  ^)mament  to  diffipate  his  fortune,  but  a  frugal 
fteward,  whofe  chief  aim  was  the  glory  of  her  lord. 
Though  pui*chafed  for  money,  "  her  price  was  above 
rubies,**  for  ^*  her  own  works  praifed  her  in  the  gates.'* 
It  is  faid  that  Sarafon  would  have  gone  to  his  wife  "  into 
her  inner  chamber.'*  The  word  fignifies  the  inclofed  or 
concealed  chamber.  We  find  in  the  Odyfley,  that 
after  Ulyfles  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  convince 
Penelope  that  he  was  her  hufband,  he  at  laft  fucceed- 
cd  by  defcribing  the  bridal  bed  and  chamber.  Thus 
Samfon's  knowing  of  the  inner  or  bridal  chamber, 
was  a  convincing  proof  that  he  alone  had  the  right 
^  a  hufband  in  the  Philiftine's  daughter,  and  that 
his  wife,  in  confcnting  to  be  given  to  his  companion, 
was  an  adultrcfs :  and  therefore  was  juftly,  according 
\q  the  lawi  of  God,  as  well  as  of  the  heathens,  pu- 
nifhed,  with  her  father  as  an  accomplice,  by  the  Phi- 
fiftines,  with  death. 

This  paflage  requires  two  obfervations.     if^^  The 
jibfblutc  power  that  parents  exercifed  over  their  chil- 

R  a  drcn. 
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lirOT,  in  giving  them  in  marriage;  as  for  inftance, 
Ilaac  and  Rebecca,  (Gen.  xxiv.)  and  Saul's  daughter, 
Michal,  in  being  given  to  David,  and  afterwards 
taVen  from  him  l>y  her  father,  and  given  to  another 
man;  Abraham  without  afking  Ifaac's  conient,  or 
Saul's  paying  ithe  leafl:  reaped  to  Michkl's  love.  And 
in  the  inftancc  before  us,  where  the  father  ofFers, 
without  the  lead  fuppofition  of  refufal,  fche  fift^  in»- 
ftead  of  the  daughter  he  had  taken  away,  or  thinking 
there  might  be  an  obje<SHon  on  the  fcorc  of  deJicacy. 

2dly.  The  degree  of  guilt  incurred  by  adoltery 
was  by  them  imputed  entirely  to  thfe  fide  of  the  wo- 
"man.  We  never  read  in  Scripture  of  married  men 
-being  adulterers  for  having  many  wives;  neither 
Abraham,  Jacob,  or  David,  or  Solomon,  &c*  But  if 
a  married  woman  admitted  another  man  to  her  em*- 
braces,  (he  was  worthy  of  death,  (be  did  not  glorify 
her  Maker  by  anfwering  the  end  of  her  creation,  but 
by  her  conduA  tended  to  render  herfclf  barren,  a  dif- 
grace  to  her  Maker  as  an  unfinifhed  piece  of  woric- 
manfhip,  and  a  ufelefs  burden  to  focicty,  with  whiiA 
(he  was  no  way  conne6led,  but  by  dangerous  pai^ 
lions. 

"  Then  faid  Samfon  unto  them,  I  am  made  clear 
as  at  other  times  from  the  Philiftines."  •  Inftcad  of 
accepting  of  the  terms  propofed,  Samfon  feems  to 
feel  his.  fituation,  and  rejoice  that  the  Providence  of 
Jehovah  had  permitted  the  Philiflines  to  break  thofc 
tics  by  which  he  was  united  to  them.     As  an  iifraeU 


TNE  ujsn YSB.fi alist's  mibcbixastt.         125 

ite,  by  the  law  of  God,  be  was  not  permiiUted  to 

fliarfy  a  Canaaiutifli  woman,  but  being  married  to 

one,  he  could  not,  confidently  with  human  or  diriae 

laws^  break  d)e  yoke  of  the  Phtliftines  fbom  off  the 

necks  of  the  Ifraelites  by  vident  means;  knt  noir, 

Ikys  he,  with  pf,  *'  I  am  clear  from  the  Philiftmes, 

as  at  other  times.     They  have  thcmfdves  Iwcpt  away 

every  tie  by  which  I  was  bound  unto  them.**    The 

word  clear,  fignifies  fpotlefs,  quite  free,  and  ^  as  at 

4>ther  times,*'  is  !taken  from  the  a(^on  of  the  ie^t  in 

walking,  one  after  the  other,  and  leems  to  denote  the 

ireedom  of  Samson  from  every  reftnunt  which  ooald 

bind  him  to  the  Philiiiines,  naturaHy  foHowing  m 

a  confequence  to  their  condud.     "  TherefeiJe,"  'he 

^ecbres,  ^*  I  wiH  prepare  evil  againift  them,"  feme 

ini/ciiaef  liiat  fliall  Ihow  my  rcffentment  for  the  injmy 

1  have  ^ftained :  I  will  now  boldly  (hake  off  then: 

yoke,  atmi  my  countrymen  (liall  fee  it,  and  own  vm 

their  leader. 

Then  in  our  common  tranfljrtion  it  is  faid,  *^  Sam* 
fon  went  and  caught  three  hundred  foxes."  Itmiift 
be  remembered  ti>at  "  it  was  in  the  days  of 4:he  rt«(p- 
ing  of  wheat."  Note,  that  the  word  ShuoUm  figni^ 
fies  both  foxes  and  handfuls;  now  as  in  the  a<9:  of 
reaping  the  corn  is  gathered  by  the  hand  inrto  tSie 
-arm,  and  then  is  called  a  fheaf,  being  a  colleAion  of 
-handfuls,  and  as  the  Hebrew  language  derives  the 
name  of  things  from  one  cn-cumftance  ftrikingly  de- 
'fodjjtive  of  their  quality,  it  is  more  likely  that  flnj 

word 
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word  fiiould  mean  (heaves,  than  foxes.  Again  the 
word  rendered  "  caught,"  fignifies  not  only  "  to  en*- 
trap,*'  but  to  take  a  city  or  town  by  force,  and  fcems 
U}  imply,  that  he  not  only  took  three  hundred  {heaves 
of  wheat,  but  took  them  by  force  from  the  Philiftines. 
^*  And  he  took  torches,  and  he  turned  them  end  to 
end,"  rendered  tail  to  tail ;  the  word  fignifies,  "  the 
fartheft  end,  the  extremity;"  "  and  he  placed  a  torch 
in  the  middle  betwixt  the  two  ends,  and  he  lighted 
the  torches  and  he  threw  them  ;"  the  word  implies, 
(not  as  in  our  tranflation  *^  he  let  them  go,"  as  if 
jSamibn  permitted  the  foxes  to  run  away,  he  had  too 
much  fenfe  not  to  know  that  they  were  as  likely  to 
nin  from  the  mifchief  be  intended  to  do  the  Philif- 
tiaep,  ^  to  perform  it,  but)  to  throw  as  with  afling, and 
ieems  to  imply  that  he  cafl;  them  fix>m  him  with  vio- 
lence, into  (we  fay)  "  the  (landing  corn ;"  the  word 
^gnifies  '*  to  (land,  rife  up,"  and  may  either  mean 
the  com  which  flood  upon  the  ground,  or  the  ftation 
or  fort  ere<5led  by  the  Philiftines  to  keep  the  children 
of  Ifrael  in  fubjedlion.  In  the  gth  Jo(hua  and  lOth 
v^rCey  we  find  that  the  north  border  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  "  went  down  to  Bethfliemifh,  and  palled  on 
to  Timnah."  And  the  57th  verfe  we  find  Tim- 
nah,  at  which  city  Samfon's  wife's  father  lived,  was 
reckoned  as  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Judah.  There- 
fore fuppofing  Timnah  one  of  thofe  cities  which  Ju- 
dah had  not  conquered  from  the  ancient  inhabitants 
•f  the  land,  yet  it  is  certain  that  from  its  fituation  it 

wag 
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was  a  very  proper  place  for  the  Philiftincs  to  kcq>  a« 
garnfon,  and  make  a  ilanding  place  of  it  againfl  the 
inroads  of  the  Ifraelites,  as  alfo  to  keep  them  in  awe 
when  by  the  force  o{  arms  they  had  fubjeded  them* 
If  the  word  fignifies  ftanding  com,  Samfon  mull,  by 
the  deftru6)ion  of  the  harveft,  have  done  the  Philif^ 
tines  much  mifchief ;  but  if  it  fignifies  a  garriibn,  l^ 
fetting  fire  to  it,  he  muft  have  done  them  much  more, 
mifchief,  and  at  the  fame  time  put  them  at  defiance. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  means  a  ftation  or  gar- 
riibn,  fit)m  the  hiftorian  faying  that  fo  great  was  the 
conflagration  that  it  burnt  up,  we  fay^  the  (hocks  * 
of  corn ;  but  the  word  fignifies,  "  the  heaps  of  com,'* 
not  com  ftacked,  for  the  ancients  never  fiacked  com 
to  keep  it  as  we  do,  but  carried  it  into  the  middle  ^ 
the  field,  and  piled  it  up  ready  to  be  trod  out  and 
carried  to  the  granary;  now  if  the  corn  was  piled  up 
in  heaps,  it  could  not  be  ftanding;  and,  (ays  the  hif- 
torian, it  burnt  up;  we  (ay  *^  both,"  but  the  word  i<y 
rendered  is  c^,  which  is  the  fame  word  that  in  bun-* 
drcds  of  places  is  tranflated  ever,  and  .fignifies  fome- 
thiag  (arther,  or  beyond  that  which  is  fpoken  of,  im- 
pljring  that  the  heaps  wpre  totally  deftroyed,  and 
likewife  the  garrifon  or  ftation,  and  beyond  them 
burx^ng  even  the  vineyards,  and  olive  yards;  or  tho' 
the  word  cerm^  here  ufqd,  fignifies  a  vine,  yet  as  it  is^ 
not  in  the  plural,  it  cannot  mean  vineyards,  and  there 
being  .never  a  vmc  to  connecft  it  as  a  diftindl  fubftan- 
tive  witU  «/V,  olives,  and  ceVy  meaning  '^  round,  a    , 
.-  M  tircuit. 
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circuit,  a  pafturc,**  and  as  olives,  from  the  quantity 
of  oil  they  contained,  were  in  a  hot  climate  a  dan* 
gorous  tree  to  be  planted  near  their  habitation,  I  can^ 
not  but  think  it  means  either  ^^  the  inclofures  of 
olives  trees/'  or  "  the  pailure  land  funounded  by 
olivies,'*  implying  that  the  whole  of  the  ftation  >was 
deftroyed,  even  to  the  utmoft  bounds  where  the 
olives  were  planted. 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 

(Continued  from  page  56  J 
4  VIEW  OF  THI  SURFACB  OP  THE  EARTH. 

WHEN  we  take  a  flight  furvey  of  the  furface  of 
0dr  globe,  a  thouftnd  objefls  offer  them- 
feives,  which,  though  long  known,  yet  ftill  demand 
bur  curidfity.  The  moft  obvious  beauty  that  every 
where  ftrikes  the  eye,  is  the  verdant  covering  of  the 
fearth,  which  is  formed  by  an  "happy  mixture  of  herbs 
and  trees  of  various  magnitudes  and  uies.  It  has 
been  often  remarked  that  no  colour  rcfrefhes  the 
fight  {o  well  zi  green ;  and  it  may  be  added,  as  a  far- 
ther proof  of  the  aflertion,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
thole  places  where  the  fields  are  continually  white 
with  fnow,  generally  become  blind  long  before  the 
ufual  courfe  of  nature. 

This  advantage  which  arifes  from  the  verdure  of 
tJic  fields,  is  not  a  little  improves!  by  their  agreeable 

inequalities. 


inequiditied*  Tbefe  is  fcarce  two  natural  Iandfcd{)6B 
thbt  offer  pfblpeAs  entirely  refembling  each  other ; 
their  rifings  and  depreflions,  their  hills  and  valfeys, 
are  never  entirely  the  fame,  but  always  offer  fome^ 
thing  new  to  entertain  and  refrefli  the  imagina- 
tion. 

But  to  encreafe  the  beauties  of  the  face  of  nature, 
the  |>rofpe<5l  is  enlivened  by  fprings  and  lakes,  and 
intferfedled  by  rivulets.  Thefe  lend  a  brightnefi 
to  the  landfcape;  give  motion  and  coolnefsto  the  air; 
and  what  is  much  more  important,  fumifh  health 
and  fiiftenance  to  animated  nature. 

Soch  are  the  moft  obvious  and  tranquil  6bje<5ts  that 
every  where  offer :  but  there  are  others  of  a  more 
tiwftil  and  magnificent  kind ;  the  mountain  rifing 
above  the  clouds,  and  topped  with  fnow ;  the  river 
pouring  down  its  fides,  increafing  as  it  runs,  and 
lofing  itielfatlafl  in  the  vcean\  the  ocean  fpreading 
its  immenfe  fheet  of  waters  over  more  than  one  half 
of  the  globe,  fwellidg  and  fubfiding  at  well  known 
hrtervals,  and  forming  a  communication  between 
the  mofl  diflant  parts  of  the  earth. 

If  we  leave  thefe  obje6ls  that  feem  to  be  natural 
to  our  earth,  and  keep  the  fame  confiant  tenor,  we 
are  prcfcnted  with  the  great  irregularities  of  nature. 
The  burning  mountain  ;  the  abrupt  precipice ;  the 
unfathomable  cavern  ;  the  headlong  cataradl ;  and 
the  rapid  whirlpool.  If  we  carry  our  curiofity  ^ 
Jittte  fbrther,  and  deffcend  to  the  objcAs.immediately 

Vol.  I.  S  below 
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below  the  furfkce  of  the  globe,  we  fhall  thfere  find 
wonders  ftill  as  amazing.  We  firft  perceive  the 
earth  for  the  nnoft  part  lying  in  r^ular  beds  or 
layers,  every  bed  as  it  lies  deeper,  having  its  contents 
jnore  compa<5l  and  heavy.  We  (hall  find,  almoll 
wherever  we  make  our  fubterranean  inquiry,  an 
amazing, number  of  fhells  that  once  belonged  to 
^uatic  animals.  Here  and  there,  at  a  diftance  fix)nni 
the  fea,  beds  of  oyfter  fhells  feveral  yards  thick,  and 
many  miles  over;  fometimes  teftaceous  fubftances 
of  various  kinds  on  the  tops  of  mountains,  and  often 
in  the  heart  of  the  hardeft  marble.  Thefe,  which 
are  dug  up  by  the  peafants  of  every  country,  are  re^ 
garded  with  little  curiofity;  for  being  fo  very  com-j 
mon  they  are  confidered  as  fubftances  entirely  of  an 
earthly  kind.  But  it  is  otherwife  with  the  enquirer 
after  nature  who  finds  them,  not  only  in  ihape  but 
in  fubftance,  every  way  refembling  thofe  that  arc 
bred  in  the  fea ;  and  our  modem  philofophers  who 
think  it  beneath  them  to  believe  the  Mofaic  account 
$fthe  delngCy  perplex  themfelvcs  greatly  to  accoimt 
for  thefe  appearances. 

Yet  not  one  part  of  nature  alone,  but  all  her  pro- 
du6lions  and  varieties,  become  the  objects  of  the 
fpeculative  man's  enquiry ;  he  takes  different  views 
of  nature  from  the  inattentive  fpe6lator ;  and  there 
is  fcarce  an  appearance  how  common  foever,  but  af- 
fords matter  for.  his  contemplation.  He  cntjairoi 
how  and  why  the  furface  of  the  earth  came  to  have 

thofii 
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tfaofc  rifings  and  deprefflons  which*  mod  men  call 
natural ;  he  demands  in  what  manner  the  moun* 
tains  were  formed,  and  in  what  confifts  their  ufes- 
He  alks  from  whence  fprings  arife;  and  how  rivers 
flow  round  the  convexity  of  the  globe  j  he  enters 
into  an  examination  of  the  ebbings  and  flowings,  and 
the  other  wonders  of  the  deep ;  he  acquaints  himfelf 
with  the  irregularities  of  nature,  and  will  endeavour 
to  inveftigate  their  caufes  by  whicii,  at  leaft,  he  will  be- 
come verfcd  in  their  hiftory.     The  internal  ftru6hire 
of  the  globe  becomes  an  objedt  of  his  curiofity ;  and, 
although  his  endeavours  can  fathom  but  a  very  little 
way,  yet ,  if  poflefled  of  a  fpirit  of  theory^  his  imagi- ' 
nation  will  fupply  the  reft.     He  will  endeavour  to  ac- 
coui^t  for  the  fituation  of  the  marine  foffils  that  are 
found  in  the  earth,  and  for  the  appearance  of  the 
different  beds  of  which  it  is  compofed.     Thefe  en- 
quiries have  employed  many,  learned  and  eloquent 
pens  among  the  philofophers  of  the  laft  and  prefent 
age,  as  BufFon,  Woodward,   Burnet,  Whifton,  Kir- 
cher,  Leibnitz,  Stens,   Ray,  &c.     And  to  a  certain 
degree,  fuch  enquiries  may   be  feiyiceable,  but  in 
general  fuch  writers  have  carried  their  fpeculations 
to  an  extravagant  length,  and  have  amufed  mankind 
more  than  they  have  inftrudled  them ;  and  the  time 
whidi  they  have  fpent  in  reafoning  upon   nature, 
might  have  been  better  employed  in  obferving  her 
operations  and  writing  her  hiftor}\ 

But  as  too  much  /peculation  in^Natural  Hiftory 
isc^ertainly  wrong :  fo  there  is  a  dcfedt  of  an  oppolite 

S  2  nature 


ijfttvr^  that  dqes  as  nmch  evil:  |>3«iely,  tli^  of 
lilencittig  all  wquiry,by  alledging  the  benefits  we 
receive  from  &  thing,  inftead  of  inveftigating  the 
ciaul|^<?f  iu  production.  If  I  enquire  how  a  moun- 
tMin  ctme  to  be  formed,  I  am  anfwered  becaufe  Grod 
Igi^w  it  would  be  ufeful.  If  I  demand  the  caufe  of 
an  eartbqiiake,  fuch  a  reafoner  finds  fome  good  pro- 
duced by  it,  and  alledges  that  as.  the  caufe  of  its  ex- 
plofipn.  Thus  he  has  conftantly  fomc^  ready  reafon 
for  evei^y  appearance  in  nature :  every  thing  around 
l\\n\  is  on  fome  account  or  other  declared  to  be 
good ;  and  he  thinks  it  prefumplion  to  fcrutinizc 
into  its  defeCls,  or  to  endeavour  to  imagine  how  it 
might  be  better.  But  in  fe^  by  their  endeavouring;, 
toiwnpel  every  appe^uunce  and  every  irregularity  ip 
iw^ture  into  our  fervice,  and  by  expatiating,  on  their 
benefits,  thoft^men  combat  that  very  morality  which 
they  would  feem  to  promote.  They  forget  thait 
fentajnoe  pronounced  on  account  of  fin.  '  Cwfedis 
the  ground  for  thy  fake.*  The  earth  was  once  a  bettw 
habitation  than  it  now  is,  and  its  furface  wore  an  af^ 
pp^  very  different  from  what  it  now  does.  God  has 
appointed  natural  evil  in  its  various  forms  as  a  trial  to 
vjrtui?,  and  ft  corrective  to  vice. 

•  We,  therefore,  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  there 
ar^  very  many  defeds,  in  iticprffmi  confiitutioa  of 
the  naffcural  world.  ^ 

(To  h  confinmd.) 
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Dj/Knffion  bttwem  Wnrds  e^umed  Sjmof^fmms. 

AJmoriiilon^  Advice^  Counfeh 

TIE  end  oi  Admomtion  is  gentle  reproof*  A^ 
vice  and  counfel  are  to  convey  inftni6Honii 
tut  with  this  difference,  that  advice  implies  no  fupo^ 
Tiority  with  rcfpedl  either  to  rank  or  parts  in  the  per- 
Ion  who  gives  it;  whereas  counfel  generally  carries 
with  it  one,  if  not  both. 

Admomtion  in  a  mailer,  frequently  haa  a  greater 
cfFedl  than  corredlion.  People  are  readier  to  give  ad^ 
vice  than  to  take  it. 

Parents  (hould  take  care  to  counfel  their  cbildroi 
before  they  fend  them  out  in  the  world. 

Admonifion  (biQxdd  be  given  with  •  temper,  advice 
with  lincerity,  and  counfel  with  wifdom  and  modefly^ 

Ajdmomfh  a  friend  in  private,  but  reward  him 
openly. 

Nothing  is  more  lahitary  than  good  advic^y  and 
yet  nothing  is  morq  naufeous  to  t4ke. 

When  counfel  \%  given  with  an  air  of  impertinence^ 
it  is  fure  to  make  the  counfel  dcfpifed,  and  the  coun- 
feUor  odious. 


CORRESPONDBNCEL 

WE  thank  our  friend  Juvenis  for  his  E4)ifUe8, 
but  would  recommend  it  to  him  to  ftudy  the,  fubjedt 
pf  Idolatry  a  little  clofer.  The  CatbolJfrS  do  npt  pre- 
fend  to  worfhip  irnqg^i :  but  ^^fgimi  wbifih  tbe  image 

reprefents 
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repr^fents.  And  they  do  not  even  worfhip  ihtjaints 
with  fupreme  adoration.  Notwithlianding  which^ 
their  defence  of  their  conduft,  will  no  more  clear 
them  from  the  charge  of  Idolatry,  than  the  defence 
which  th«  Heathens  made  of  the  worfliip  of  their 
/femi-^o^x,  would  clear  them  from  t he J&wz^  charge. — 
See  Dr.  Middleton's  Letter  from  Rome. 


Hints  from  a  Methodift  are  thankfully  acknow- 
ledged. We  are  perfuaded  that  the  life  of  every  re- 
ligious fentiment  is  praiHce.  The  great  doArine  of 
Gods'  univerfal  and  efficacious  love,  will  always  be 
treated  hymim,  pra6lical  way. 


Naboth,  &c.  is  received,  and  will  be  attended  to. 
We  hope  for  the  future  favours  of  this  CorreA 
pondent. 


POETRY: 

A  FAMILY  HYMN. 

I. 

HAPPY  is  that  femily. 
Where  the  man  and  wife  agree 
To  obey  Jehovah's  word. 
Imitating  Chrift  their  Lord  : 
They,  proftrate  before  his  throne. 
Make  their  wants  and  mercies  known, 
Livfe  lo  glorify  hb  name. 
By  th^ir  life,  their  feith  proclaim, 

XL  Theii^ 


Their  inflru&edofiipring  (land 
Ready,  for  each  kind  comioand : 
They  a  parent's  joy  confe6|    :  . 

Crown 'd  by  love,  with  facred  peace : 
They  enj<^  foci^ty. 
Spread  around  them  harmony : 
None  feeks  to  ruJe,,  each  obeys^ 
Love  alone  his  (oeptre  fwayj. 

Taught  by  them,  Jehovah's  Word, 

Chrift,  becon^  their  fervant's  Lord ; 

Now  they  know  .that  God  is  love,  .^:  . 

All  their  tempen  with  him  move, 

Jefu'scroTsi^  all  their  pride,  .    '     > 

In  his  love  they  would  abide ; 

Following  his  example  giv'n. 

Take  the  narrow  path  to  Heav'n. 

IV. 
All  their  blifs  and  harmony. 
Friends  and  neighbours,  wondVing  fee: 
They  would  hear  Religion^s  voice, 
In  redeeming  love  rejoice : 
Own  Meffiah's  facrifice. 
Seek  his  kingdom's  facred  prise : , 
Gladly  fuffer  all  his  will, 
With  their  heaits,  his  laws  fklfil. 

y. 

Wider  ftiil,  flieir  love  (hall  fpread, 
Bruifing  more,  the  ferpent's  head. 
Children  (hall  with  fervants  join. 
Friends  and  neighbours  (ball  combine 

Far 


Far  to  fprcad  the  Sacred  Word, 
Lifting  ibldiers  fdf  their  Lord  f 
£ee,  the  cloud  of  incenfe  rife^ 
Praife  refounds  thro'  eafth  tnii  fities^ 

VI, 
When  Dcath^s  awful  voice  they  hcar» 
Sorrow's  fled,  and  fled  iafear*. 
Tnifting  on  Jehovah's  Word, 
Fly  their  fpirits  to  their  Lor4 : 
Soar  aloft  with  Chrift  to  reign. 
Till  on  earth  he  conies  again. 
Angels  then  Aall  hear  their  wot^« 
By  them  taught,  fhall  praife  the  Lofd. 

ON  THE  FUNERAL  OF  DAVID  OARRTCK,  Esq. 

THRO*  weeping  LoikteaV  ciotvded  fttceft, 
As  Garrick's  funeral  pafc'd  5 
Contending  wits,  and  nobles  ftrove, 
Who  fhould  forfiike  him  1^ 

Not  fo  the  world  behaved  t^  Kirt„ 

Who  came  that  world  tafavet  * 
By  folitary  Jofeph  borne, 

Unheeded  to  ibfc  grave* . 

If  what  is  dont  by  nmrtali  here. 
Departed  fpirits  know ; 

Confus'd,  and  Huflilhg  Ganick  yievW, 
This  grand  paride  of  woe. 

Tho^  mudi  by  man  U>  be  adfflti''d 
He  bad— yet  gracious  Heav'n, 

Much 
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Much,  very  m«cb  he  bad  indoed» 
By  Thoc  to  be  fbrgivVi. 

But  Thou  art  good — and  finco  compos'dy 

He  died  wUbout  a  groan ; 
We  hope  lepentant  David  lives^ 

Thro*  Darkrs  fav'ritc  Son. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Univerfalijr s  JSTifcelJany. 

G£KTLEMEV» 

THE '  fellowing  lines  were  written  many 
years  fince,  and  at  a  time  when  the  author's  mind  was  tilled 
with  forrow,  on  aeccmnt  of  the  defcftion  of  one  whom  he  dear- 
ly  loved>  and  had  treated  and  confidered  as  a  iincere  friend* 
The  irregularity  6f  the  vcrfe  is  but  too  defcriptive  of  tW  then 
flate  of  the  writer's  mind.  But  fuch  as  they  are,  they  are  at 
your  ferricc  cither  to  rejetft  or  infert  under  the  titU  of  (for 
want  of  abetter) 

THE  DISAPPOINTMENT. 

O  FRIENDSHIP!  Generous  PJaot of  Hcavep ! 
Salubrious,  fwect,  celeftial  Tree  ! 
(Long  fince  in  blifs&il  Paradife  w^U  known) 
Whofe  precious  fruits,  fweet^ning  life's  bitter  draughts, 
At  once  aflS>rd  the  mind  both  health  and  peace. 
Into  what  deferU  wild,  or  fecret  cave, 
Htt  the  great  KuibandmaD  tsaofplanted  thee?' 
Diligently  I  (ought,  and  once  mc^Aioughf 
I  found  the  hallowM  fpot  whereon  thon  flouiiih'd ; 
That  lovely  fpot  imcerity  was  call'd. 
Hi^-fenc'd  on  every  fid«  by  facred  rig^tl 
V^l.,1,  T  ThyfeM 
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Thyfclf,  with  prtcious  fruits  rich  ladctt,- 

Supported  was  by  Unity  ani Truth. 

Lovely  twin  fifl^rs  !  Tranfported  with  tlic  fight, 

Myfelf  I  bled  with  hopes  of  happineis, 

For  many  days,  nay  years  ftill  yet  to  come. 

But»  ah !  'Twas  alHqluikn  I  Too  foon,  alas ! 

The  lovely  fcene  was  changM,  and  what  fx  thee 

I  took,  I  found  deceit.     The  fences  broken  down. 

The  fweet  mdofure  foon  became  the  fieU, 

The  wide-extended  field  of  falfe  appearances. 

Ah  me  !  Whither,  whither  (hall  I  feek  the«> 

Say,  Heavenly  Grace !  Will  Earth  no  dwelling 

Unto  thee  afford  ?  Will  not  a  Briti(h  heart  expand 

To  make  thee  room  ?  Then  fpurn  this  fordid  Globe, 

And,  on  expanded  wings,  to  Heaven  (bar. 

Thy  native  place ;  there  thou  (halt  welcome  find. 

Among  the  blefl  inhabitants  of  Light. 

While  I  will  patient  wait,  and  waiting,  long  f  . 

To  be  difmifs'd  from  this  incumbering  load 

Of  fiefh  and  blood.     Then  (hall  my  aSive  foul. 

On  wings  of  love,  with  eager  hafle  afcend 

The  heights  of  Heaven,  and  there,  in  blifs  to  man 

Unknown,  with  thee  1*11  ever,  ever  dwell.  M- 

ON  FRIENDSHIP. 

I. 

FRIENDSHIP'S  the  daughter,  diafte  and  fiiir,     * 
Of  Rcafon,  nurs'd  with  tend'itft  cafe 
By  Prudence  as  her  own.  ■  - 

Difcretion,  too,  aflFords  her  aid 
To  rear  the  lovely  blooming  maid,  *• 

Nor  leaves  bp r  when  full  gtown.  ^- 

V .       .  II.  Friendfcip 


Fnend(hip»  thu&TirrioMV  good,  taiwA^i'   > 
And  Argos  like^idet  wkb  eycty      j  •>.'. 

Attends  our  devious  TVfiiy ; 
With  honeft  zeat;ihb  muks  bar£iglHI,        i  ':   iW 
Approves  whate'er  is  joft  a^ii^ii^  .    :       •  >•  ^  :u^^ 

But  chides  when  e'eswerlfaay.  D 

In  all  viciflStiidfcs  of  Kfe,  •  ^       - 

It's  comforts,  erodes,  cans  and  ftrii% 

Friendibip  is  ftill  the  (itnc. 
In  ficknefs,  healthy  in  meal,  or  woe. 
In  ev'ry  car*  wk  urklei^* 

Sie  verifies  her- AaiM# 

.'  •'-'  IV:  ■.•  "^^ 

When  Wealth  aniUtlMour,  Kke  a^tide^ 
Come  flowing  in  oft*v*ry  fide,     ' 

And  flatt'rers  round  us  fwarm ; 
Then  Friendihip  Wfaifpers'  in  the  ear^ 
And  kindly  wanie  of  ev'ry  (hare 

That's  like  outtfoub  to  harm. 
;         -''       V.         '       - 
When  Poverty,  vfkh  mes^e  bet. 
We  Ke  approaching  us  apace 

With  ills  of  various  hues ; 
Then  Friendihip  mmbly  fteps  between, 
And  changingVpon  the  dreadful  fcene^ 

Sweet  faappinefs  renews. 
VL 
When  Sickne(s  m^es  a  fore  attack. 
And  Pains  acute  our  body  rack, 

And  Fean  our  hppes  confound ; 

TbM 


Then  Friendfliipf  with  aSDbok  moft  kind^ 
Trict  cv^ryiwiii  tobeA^tjatmiM^ 

And  balm  poms  in  each  ^mxid. 
VIL 
When  Death iiftiiip hi& final  dan; 
And  feemt  to  aioi  itat  ikc  heart 

Of  one  we  Jcariy  l6ae ; 
Friendfhip  ftands  ready  te.  afibrd 
Sweet  comforts  drawn  from  Sacrsd  Wcfd, 

And  pointDitb^ogrs  alNMrc 
VIIL 
No  change  of  cifovn&uce  «r  jhoi 
Can  e'er  make  Friendfliip  torn  hsr  6m 

From  a  defponding  ^ieiiA; ; 
Her  love  far  ftronger  is  than  Deaths 
And  laOs  bejFOi^  jii^  Itit^l  bmrtii 

And  knows  nor  boupid  i|or  fifi^. 

O  could  poor  biMthpa'4  finnen  i$ml 
A  Friend  fo  feithfnlt  yAf  ^nd  kind 

As  Jefus,  PriR^j?  of  Pa<»^ 
How  would  they  fing  beneath  tbek  loi4 
The  praifes  of  theii:  hflper  GOPt 

And  fet  their  hearts^  at  eafe.  ^ 
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SIN,  NOT  AN  INFINITE  EVIL.    . 

In  Anfwer  to  the  Argimient  in  the  Affirmative^  com- 
rrmmcated  by  N.  B.     See  page  89. 

Sir, 

THE  'rnfinite  evil  of  Jin  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
grounds  of  the  doctrine  of  endlefs  puni/hment. 
I  have  often  wondered  that  the  abettors  of  that  doc- 
trine (hould  reft  fo  much  on  this  argument:  for  it 
ftrikes  me  forcibly,  that  if  the  Scripture  any  where 
teaches  the  endlefs  mifery  of  the  wicked,  a  reference 
to  chapter  and  verfe  would  weigh  much  heavier  with 
moft  men,  than  all  the  reafoning  that  ever  was 
brought  forward  to  prove  the  infinite  evil  of  fin.  Alfo 
the  argument  itfelf  carries  no  good  face  with  it,  as 
the  Scripture  no  where  tells  iis  that  fin  is  an  infinite 
evih  I  can  but  pity  the  predicament  in  which  thofq 
Chriftians  are,  who  hold  the  fcntiment  of  the  eternitj 
of  future  punifliment.  It  feems  that  at  all  hazards 
this  nmji  be  maintained ;  but  as  the  proof  cannot  be 
bad  from  Scripture,  it  muft  be  fought  for  in  a  cir- 
Vol.  I.  U  cuitou3 
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cuitous  way;  that  is,  by  proving  that  fin  is  an  infi- 
nite evil,  becaufe  the  obje6l  againft  which  it  is  com- 
mitted is  infinite,  and  fi-om  hence  inferring,  that  itdc- 
ferves  an  infinite  puniftiment;  and  then,  as  a  creature 
cannot  fiipport  punifiiment,  in  any  other  fenfe  infi- 
nite, than  as  it  relates  to  duration,  it  is  farther  to 
be  inferred,  that  the  infinity  of  punifiiment  confifl:s 
in  its  being  endlefs.  This  mode  of  proof.  Sir,  has 
one  efFedl,  for  which  I  apprehend  it  is  intended ; 
that  is,  it  perplexes  and  confounds  the  minds  of 
plain  Chriftians,  by  keeping  the  premifes  and  the 
conclufion  very  far  apart.  It  would  fhock  the  minds 
ofniofl:men  to  be  told  plainly,  that  the  all-wife, 
good,  and  holy  God,  had  permitted  an  infinite  evil 
to  exifl:.  An  evil  which  he  hates,  but  which,  not- 
withftanding,  he  hath  not  the  will,  or  not  the  power, 
to  make  an  end  of.  Yet  this  is  the  undifguifed 
truth  of  the  above  reafoning.  It  fcems  to  be  an 
idea  of  many  gocd  men,  that  they  cannot  properly 
honour  the  riches  of  Divine  grace  in  the  forgivenefs 
of  fin^  unlcfs  they  ftrenuoufly  maintain  that^«j/j  an 
jr^nite  evil.  But  do  not  thefe  men  in  cfFeft  deftroy 
the  exercife  of  that  grace,  for  the  honour  of  which, 
they  would  be  thought  to  contend  ?  For  if  fin  be 
properly  infinite,  either  in  its  nature^  or  effects  %  I 
would  aflc,  how  can  it  in  any  one  mjiance  ever  be 
made  an  end  of?  God  himfelf  is  hut  infinite.  If  fin  be 
infinite,  it  nuift  therefore  be  equal .  to  the  utmoft 
power  and  gracetjf  the  Deity.     Now  can  oncw^nits 

deftroy 
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deftroy  another  infinite?  Mull  not  the  conteft  be- 
tween two  infinites  be  equal  and  endleft  ? 

Again,  when  our  opponents  talk  of  the  infinity  of 
fin,  do  they  mean  that  all  fin  has  infinite  evil  in  it  ? 
If  fo,  then  there  are  no  degrees  of  guilt  in  finful  ac- 
tions, for  infinity  is  abfolute,  it  admits  of  no  degrees, 
Confequently^  a  finful  word  is  equally  infinite  in  its 
evil  as  the  murder  of  a  man  can  be.  We  may  alk 
alfo  what  views  have  thofe  men  of  atonement  ?  In 
the  higheft  poflSble  view  of  atonement,  it  can  be  hut 
infinite.  But  their  reafoning  upon  the  evil  of  fin 
multiplies  its  infinity  beyond  conception.  The  num-» 
ber  of  the  human  race  that  have  exifl:ed  is  vaft,  and 
every  one  of  them  hath  finned  infinitely ;  yea, 
every  finful  a6l  o(  every  one  of  them  hath  infinity  in 
it !  How  little  doth  one  infinite  atonement  look,  in 
comparifon  of  the  number  of  the  infinite  fins  of  one 
finner !  What  is  it  then  in  comparifon  of  all  ?  How 
impoflSble  mufl:  it  be  for  Chrifl:  to  take  away  the  fin 
of  the  world  ? 

If  in  anfwer  to  the  above  it  be  faid,  it  is  not  meant 
that  fin  \s  properly  infinite  in  any  fenfe,  I  would  then 
afk  one  favour,  which  is,  that  thefe  gentlemen  would 
give  me  their  idea  of  an  infinite  evil,  which  is  in  no 
fenfe  properly  infinite.  For  I  own  my  inpapacity  to 
form  any  idea  upon  fuch  a  fubjetfl. 

But,  perhaps,  I  fhould  do  injuftice  to  your  author^ 
if  I  did  not  pay  fome  refpeft  to  his  arguments  in 
particular.  He  owns,  -^  That  which  is  infinite  cannot 
*  y  2  poffibly 
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poflibly  proceed  from  a  finite  being :  but  we  muft 
diftinguifh  between  the  a£i  of  fin  and  the  demerit  of 
that  a6t."  He  continues,  "  I  grant  with  you,  that 
all  finful  a6lions  are  finite,  and  mull  be  fo,  becaufc 
they  fpring  from  finite  beings :  yet  there  is  an  infi^ 
fiife  evil  and  demerit  in  fin,  becaufe  it  is  committed 
againfl:  all  poflible  and  infinite  good."  It  will  require 
no  fmall  addrefs  to  give  this  argument  any  force. 
Here  is  a  creature  Jimte  in  every  fenfe — all  his  ac- 
tions are  acknowledged  to  he  Jinite^  yet  he  produces 
actions  that  have  infinity  afcribed  to  them  !  But  it  is, 
faid  this  infinity  is  not  in  the  adl.  itfelf  but  in  the 
demerit  of  the  adl.  I  have  always  underilood  it  to 
be  an  indifputable  rule  in  logic,  that  no  efteA  could 
be  greater  than  its  caufe.  But  here  we  have  ^finite 
caufe  producing  an  infinite  efFc6l.  By  demerit  I  un- 
derfl:and  ///  defer t.  If  this  be  the  true  idea  of  deme- 
rit, then  your  author  means  that  a  finner  deferves 
injuiite  ill  for  hia  fins.  I  have  no  other  way  of  ap- 
preciating the  evil  of  fin,  but  by  the  threatenings  of 
God  againft  it  in  his  word  ;  and  this,  I  think,  is  the 
Ihort  and  convincing  method  of  eftimating  it.  But 
it  lies  upon  our  opponents  to  bring  forward  the  Scrip- 
tures in  which  fin  is  dcfcribcd  as  an  infinite  evil,  or 
in  which  God  hath  thrnitencd  any  finner  with  an  in- 
finite puniflinicnt. 

Your  author  goc\s  on  and  fiiyg,  .*^  As  the  Divine 
Cbjci^,  againfi  \\]\o\n  fin  is  committed,  is  infinite,  fo 
jnuft  the  demerit  of  it  be  infinite  alfo.     And  this  is 

a  ncccfiary 
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a  neceflary  confequence,  otherwife,  an  a6l  of  fin 
committed  againft  God  is  the  very  fame  as  a  like  a€t 
committed  againft  a  fellow-creature,  which  would  bo 
abfurd  to  fuppofe :  indeed,  it  would  be  impious  to 
affert."  I  remark  that  this  diftin6lion  between  fins 
againft  our  ftUow-creatures  and  fins  againft  God, 
with  the  different  degree  of  guilt  attached  to  each, 
has  an  unhappy  efFe6l  upon  the  argument.  It  fhould 
fecm  that  only  fins  againft  God  have  infinite  demerit 
in  them,  as  the  contraft  is  drawn  between  them  and 
other  fins ;  fo  that  our  author  does  not  mean  to  af- 
fert,  that  all  fin  has  infinite  demerit  in  it.  Thus 
the  argument  for  the  infinite  evil  of  fin  crumbles  to 
pieces  in  handling,  like  a  ball  of  fand. 

But  let  us  examine  the  infinite  evil  of  fins  againft 
God.  *  It  is  common  to  talk  upon  this  fubje6t,  as 
though  by  our  fins  we  did  injury  to  God — and  by 
the  injury  which  be  fuflered,  we  had  violently  pro-^ 
voked  him  to  puniih  us.  But  this  is  not  the  Scrip- 
ture account  of  the  matter.  "  Do  they  prox'oke  m^ 
to  anger  ?  faith  the  Lord.  Do  they  not  provoke 
tbemfelves  to  the  confufion  of  their  own  faces  ?" 
Jer.  vii.  18.  Tbefe  words  imply  that  our  offences 
do  not  {ifFe<ft  God,  but  they  very  fcrioufly  afFc6l  our- 
felves.  He  is  infinitely  above  the  poffibility  of  in- 
jury from  our  atflions.— *^  If  thou  finncft,  what  doft 
thou  againft  him  ?  Or  if  thy  tranfgreffions  be  mul- 
tiplied, what  doft  thou  to  him  ?*'  Job  xxxv.  6.  I 
catoot' conceive  of  any  other  evil  in  fin,  than  as  it 

y  3  injures 
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ii^ures  myfelf  or  fociety*  And  anions  by  which  t 
injure  others  appear  to  me  more  criminal  than  thofe 
by  which  I  only  am  injured.  *^  Thy  way  and^  thy 
doings  have  procured  thefe  things  unto  thee ;  this 
is  thy  wickednefs,  bccaufe  it  is  bitter,  becaufe  it 
reacheth  unto  thine  heart."  Jer.  iv.  1 8*  "  Fools> 
becaufe  of  their  tranfgreflions,  and  becaufe  of  their 
iniquities,  are  afflidled."  Pfal.  cvii.  17.  "  Therefore 
fhall  they  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be 
filled  with  their  own  devices.'*  Thefe  and  many 
other  Scriptures  defcribe  fome  of  the  awful  efFecSts  of 
iin  to  the  finner  himfelf. — "  One  fmner  deftroyeth 
much  good."  Ecclef,  ix,  18.  "  By  this  deed  thott 
haft  given  great  occafion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord 
to  blafpheme,"  2  Sam.  xii.  14.  ^^The  name  of  God 
is  blafphemed  among  the  Gentiles  through  you." 
Rom.  ii».  24.  *^  Looking  diligently,  left  any  root 
of  bittemefs,  fpringing  up,  trouble  you,  and  thereby 
niany  be  defiled."  Heb.  xii.  15.-^"  Thy  wickedneft 
may  hurt  a  man  as  thou  art."  Job.  xxxv.  viii*  In 
this  manner  the  Scripture  continually  reprefents,  that 
all  fin  is  an  injury  to  myfelf  or  others,  or  an  injury  to 
both,  but  never  is  any  fin  an  injury  to  God.  To 
talk  thpn  of  *^  the  greater  evil  in  finning  againft  God, 
than  in  fiqning  againft  a  p€)or  mortal  like  ourfelves>" 
feems  to  me  to  be  talking  unfcripturally.  I  conceive 
every  fin  to  be  againft  God^  and  that  the  intereft  of 
God  and  his  creatures  is  one,  and  infeparable.  What 
has  he  made  his  laws  for,  but  the  good  of  his  crea-r 

tures  ? 
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tares  ?  And  when  his  laws  are  broken,  his  creature* 
axe  injured ;  and  when  he  executes  judgment,  it  id 
for  the  good  of  his  creatures. 

The  idea  of  the  infinity  evil  of  fin,  from  the  in* 
creafing  guilt  of  it,  according  to  the  dignity  of  the? 
perfon  finned  againfi,  dcfervcs  fome  confideration. 

But  I  apprehend  the  abfurdity  of  this  argument 
will  beft  appear  by  way  of  contrail.  Your  author 
beftows  part  of  his  time  to  prove  that  our  actions 
have  no  merit  in  them.  There  will  be  no  conteft  on 
this  head.  It  is  freely  granted  that  the  adions  of  a 
creature  cannot  be  meritorious.  But  it  is  prefumed 
that  the  exijlence  of  virtue  will  not  be  denied.  As, 
for  inftance,  it  is  virtuous  in  us  to  love  our  neigh-: 
bour,  and  much  more  virtuous  to  love  God.  Now 
take  our  author's  mode  of  reafoning,  and  fay,  ^*  That 
which  is  infinite  cannot  poffibly  proceed  from  a  finite 
being ;  but  we  mull  diftinguifli  between  the  a3  of 
obedience  and  the  virtue  df  that  a(Sl.  I  grant  with 
yoU;j  that  all  adls  of  obedience  are  finite,  and  muft 
be  fo,  becaufe  they  fpring  from  finite  beings ;  yet 
there  is  an  infinite  virtue  in  them,  becaufe  they  are 
performed  in  fubmiifion  to  all  poffibly  and  infinite 
gopd.  Th^ir  virtue  arifes  from  the  objedl  in  obedi- 
eijee  to  whom  they  are  performed ;  and,  tliercfore, 
as  the  Divine  Obje<ft,  in  obedience  to  whoip  they  am 
<ione,  is  infinite,  fo  muft  the  virtue  of  them  be  infi- 
nite fdfb.  And  this  is  a  neccfiary  confequence ; 
Ctlj«rwifc,  an  adl  of  obedience  towards  Gqd  is  the 

V  4  very 
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very  fame  as  a  like  a<ft  towards  a  fell6w-creatul*e, 
which  wotlld  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  :  indeed^  it  would 
be  impious  to  aflert.  If,  therefore,  you  admit,  that 
there  is  more  virtue  in  love  to  God  than  in  love  to  a 
poor  mortal  like  ourfelves,  then  I  affirm,  that  the 
very  fame  reafon  which  obliges  you  to  grant',  that  it 
is  in  any  degree  a  greater  virtue  to  love  God,  muft 
compel  you  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  hifinitefy 
greater.''-  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  that  this  modis 
of  reafoning  in  favour  of  the  infinite  virtue  of  love  to 
G^d,  is  quite  as  forcible,  and  proves  as  much  as  the 
fame  reafoning  in  favbur  of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin. 
It  is  a  known  rule,  that  an  argument  which  will  ap- 
ply with  equal  force  to  oppofite  fides  of  the  fame 
(|Ueftion,  proves  nothing  on  either.  This  is  the  cafe 
trith  the  prefent*  You  think  the  author  maintains 
his  point  with  all  the  force  the  fubjecft  is  capable  of* 
It  may  be  fo.  But  then  Jfhould  infer,  that  the  beft 
argument  which  has  y6t)been  ufed,  to  prove  the  in- 
finite evil  of  fin,  has  failed  in  its  intention,  I  hope  I 
ftall  not  be  underftood  as  though  I  meant  to  afcribe 
infinity  to  human  adlioos,  either  good  or  bad;  I  think 
it  is  impious  fo  to  do.  But  I  have  never  yet  met 
with  an  argument  to  prove  the  infinite  evil  of  fin^ 
but  would  prove  with  equal  force  the  infinite  virtue 
of  obedience. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your's  refpe6lfiilly, 

SIMPLEX. 
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Deatji  0/ George  Escott. 

THERE  is  nothing  which  (hews  the  value  of 
real  Chriftianity   fo  much  as   a   dying   becL 
When  all  that  we  hold  moft  dear  upon  earth  is  for- 
faking  us,  it  is  then  of  vaft  importance  to  have  God 
for  the  ftrength  of  our  heart,  and  our  portion  in  the 
coming  age.     It  was  a  convi6lion  like  this  which 
made  the  wicked  prophet  exclaim,  "  Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  laft  end  be  like 
his/'     The  calm  and  peaceful  death  of  a  believer  in 
Jefus,  who  has  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
gives  reproof  to  the  folly  of  a  though tlcfs  world,  and 
affords  encouragement  to  every  feeble  foul  to  tnift, 
arid  not  be  afraid.    Thefe  two  reafons  are  a  fufficient 
juftification  for  the   gieat   numbej-  of  experiences 
which  have  been,  and  are  ftill  publifhed.    The  fub-^ 
jeft  of  this  fhort  memoir  was  born  near  the  city  of 
Gloucefter,  of  religious  parents.     His  father,  cfpe-* 
cially,  was  a  very  ferious  Chriftian.    George  was  only 
ftbout  nine  years  old  when  his  father  died  ;  but,  as  he 
tdd  me  upon  his  dying  bed,  his  memory  was  always 
dear  to  him.     He  remembered  his  prayers,  and  the 
teproof  and  counfel  which  he  ufed  to  give  to  his 
fchildren.     I  mention  this  as  an  encouragement  to 
parents  to  pray  with  and  for  their  children,  and  not 
to  be  difcouraged.     For  the  fervent  prayer  of  a  pa- 
teat  is  oftfn  effectual  towards  his  thildren,  even 

when 
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when  himfelf  has  been  numbered  many  years  among 
the  dead.  This  was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
tnd  it  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  hear  George,  when 
in  dying  circumftances,  blefs  God  for  having  had  a 
pious  father. 

_  In  his  difpofition  he  was  rather  of  a  ferious  caft, 
retired  and  quiet  in  his  temper.  He  efcaped  moft 
of  the  outward  follies  of  youth,  ^nd  as  he  always 
confcicntioufly  attended  public  worlhip  on  a  LordV 
day,  he  thought  well  of  his  cafe  for  fome  years,  and 
when  any  convi(9:ion  arofe  in  his  mind  that  all  was 
not  right  with  him,  he  ufed  to  quiet  it  with  the  re- 
fledlion  of  his  moral  condu(5l,  and  inofFenfive  beha- 
viour. But,  notwithftanding  his  good  opinion  of 
himfelf,  he  at  laft  received  a  deep  impreffion  of  the 
evil  of  his  nature,  and  from  hence  faw  the  neceflity 
of  regeneration.  He  faw  that,  notwithftanding  his 
morality,  hehad  lived  withoutGod.  The  remembrance 
of  his  father  often  telling  him  and  his  brothers  of 
the  neceflity  of  regeneration^  came  frefh  upon  his 
mind.  This  drove  him  to  very  eameft  prayer,  in 
which  Ke  fought  much  for  the  pardon  of  fin,  and  thre 
renewing  of  his  mind.  In  both  which  Divine  Ricrcy 
heard  and  anfwered. 

He  now  felt  his  foul  much  expanded  in  love  both 
to  God  and  men,  and  wondered  at  the  rancour 
which  he  obfervcd  among  the  different  parties  of 
Chriftians.  This  was  a  ftumbling  ftone  to  him,  which 
be  lamented  in  fecret.     He  had,  in  particular,  ofte^ 

bed 
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heard  of  the  Unrverfaliftsy  as  being  the  moft  erroniPai 
people  of  the  day.     Their  views  of  the  extent  and 
efficacy  of  Divine  love  were  efpecially  reprobated. 
George  faid  nothing,  but  he  told  njc  he  thought  in 
his  own  mind,  that  he  judged  it  a  difficult  matter 
for  any  body  to  conceive  too  highly  of  divine  love. 
He  determined  therefore  to  enquire,  that  he  might 
know  who  thefe  people  were.     Accordingly  he  came 
to  the  public  worfhip  at  Parliament-Court  Chapel, 
but  it  was  with  great  caution,  for  he  did  not  venture 
far  enough  into  the  chapel  to  be  fecn,  but  ufed  to 
ftand  or  fit  in  Nicodcmus's  Row,  that  is,  juft  behind 
the  fcreen,  at  the  door.     His  praflice  was  to  compare 
what  he  heard  with  what  he  read  in  the  Bible.     la 
this  manner  he  went  on,  hardly  faying  any  thing  lo 
^ny   body  about  the  do(5lrrne.     It  was  near  three 
quarters  of  a  year  before  his  mind  was  fully  fatisfied, 
and  then  having  received  full  fatisfadlion,  he  told 
me  that  he  came  forward  and  took  a  ticket,  from  an 
idei  that  it  was  his  duty  to  contribute  to  the  fupport 
of  what  he  judged  to  be  divine  truth.     His  death 
was  occafioned  by  a  confumption  which  was  brought 
on  by  a  violent  cold ;  he  lingered  about  twelve  months 
vifibly  declining,  yet  he  entertained  the  hope  of  re- 
covery till  nem-  the  time  of  his  departure.     When  I 
firft  vifited  him  in  his  illnefs,  he  was  evidently  in  a' 
dying  condition ;  he  talked  like  a  man  that  knew 
God,  and  bore  his  afflidion  with  much  refignation^ 
thinking  that  when  it  had  wrought  the  wiJI  of  God, 

he 
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he  fliould  recover  his  health.  I  was  grieved  to  fee 
him  expe6ling  life,  when  evidently  there  was  but  a 
ftcp  betwixt  him  and  death.  The  next  time  I  faw 
bim^  I  told  him  plainly  that  in  all  probability  he 
could  live  but  a  few  weeks ;  he  appeared  fhocked 
and  confufed,  he  paufed— and  then  recovering  him- 
ielf,  thanked  mc  for  telling  him  his  cafe — he  added, 
"  that  he  much  wiftied  to  live.''  I  found  bis  wifh  to 
live  arofe  from  his  domeftic  connedtions.  .  He  had 
married  not  many  months  before  his  illnefs  came 
upon  him,  and  now  had  a  child  but  a  few  months 
old.     He  faid  death  had  no  terrors  in  it  to  him,  but 

the  thought  of  leaving  his  wife  and  child He 

could  {ay  no  more.  The  anxiety  of  his  countenance 
affciSed  me.  My  heart  fdt  for  him — we  wept  to^ 
gether:  He  faid  his  ftrong  defire  for  life  had  kept 
him  from  feeing  the  real  ftate  of  his  health.  He 
prayed  very  earneftly  for  ftrength  to  give  up  his 
wife  and  child.  I  left  him  in  much  trouble.  In  the 
cotirfe  of  a  few  days  I  faw  him  again,  my  heart  was 
much  refreihed  at  the  alteration  which  had  taken 
place  in  his  mind — his  health  was  worfe,  but  he  waft 
reconciled  to  death.  He  faid  he  had  gone  through 
an  inexpreffible  confli6l,  but  was  made  a  conqueror 
in  Chrift.  The  feelings  of  nature  were  overbalanced 
by  the  conlblations  of  God,  and  he  was  moft  per- 
fe6lly  refigned  to  the  divine  will — he  only  waited 
the  call  of  his  heavenly  Father.  In  thjs  ftate  he 
died  a  few  days  afterwards.     Precious  in  the  Lord's 

fight 
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fight  IS  the  death  of  his  faints.     He  will  caufe  his 
people  always  to  triumph  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
.    ^j>f77  17,  1797- 


T<?  tlie  Editor  of  the  UmverJaVifi* s  MifceUaiiy, 

Sir, 

WHEN  I  take  a  retrofpeflive  view  of  the  va- 
ijous  ftatcs  and  workings  of  my  own  mind, 
I  am  almoft  a  wonder  to  myfelf :  Time  was,  when 
human  wifdom  had  not  power  to  perfuade  me,  that 
religion  had  any  thing  in  it  that  ought  to  intereft  my 
flighteft  attention,  and  I  looked  upon  all  thofe  who 
feparated  from  the  World  on  its  account,  to  be  either 
entbuiiafls  or  hypocrites;  nor  <?ould  I  endure  their 
fociety,  without  fome  degree  of  pain.     But  at  length 
it  pleafed  the  Lord  fo  far  to  enlighten  my  under*- 
fianding,  that  I  began  to  doubt  whether  I  had  not 
been  injuring  both  them  and  myfelf.     Farther  light 
convinced  me  of  my  abfolute  folly  and  blindnefs,  and 
fhewed  me  the  vaft  importance  of  religion — ^that  it 
was  impoffible  for  any  one  to  be  happy,  either  here 
or  hereafter,  without  it.     And  it  W'as  with  my  whole 
heart  that  I  forfook  my  former  pleafures,  my  once 
delightful   companions .  and  connexions,    to   unite 
With  thofe,  whom  before,  I  either  h^ted,  fufjjeAexl, 
or  defpifed;  and,  to  my  unfpeakable  pleafure^  was 
&Qn  after  bleft  with  a  fiill  perfuafion  of  my  oiMn 'call 

and 
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*nd  ele^Hon  to  eternal  life.     The  holy  Scriptures  I 
read  with  the  iitmoft  delight,  reverence  and  atten^ 
tion  ;  wonders  of  truth,  grace,  love,  and  mercy  to 
finners,  appeared  to  me  to  ftiine  through  the  whole, 
and  I  eameftly  longed  for  others  to  become  fharers 
in  my  blifs,  to  fee  what  I  law,  and  to  feel  what  I  felt 
for  the  unfpeakable  love  of  Chrift.     This  made  mc 
extremely  anxious  to  become  ufeful  to  others,  but 
when  for  my  good  intentions  I  have  been  treated 
with  contempt  or  pity,  as  one  out  of  his  mind,  I 
ufed  to  fay  or  think  in  my  heart — ^Well !  I  have 
done  my  duty — I  have  fet  life  and  death  before  you, 
if  you  refufe  the  one  and  choofe  the  other,  I  ihall 
become  a  fwift  witnefs  againfl  you  in  the  day  of 
judgment.     And  this  thought,  I  own,  has  at  times 
been  attended  rather  with  a  degree  of  pleafure  than 
pain.     In  (hort.  Sir,  my  judgment  in  divine  tilings, 
being  under  the  direction  of  man's  wifdom  and  au-r 
thority,  I  partook  fo  much  of  the  felfifh  fpirit  of  the 
ancient  Jews,  that  I  confidered  all  thofe  who  had 
not,  or  at  leaft,  that  fhould  not  before  death  have  a 
like  experience,  to  be  outcafts — that  God  had  no 
mercy,  that  Chrift  had  no  love  for  them — ^that  they 
would  die  under  the  irrevocable  curfe  of  God,  and 
that,  at  the  judgment  day,  they  would  be  fentenced 
to  an  endlefs  duration  of  mifery,  in  the  lake  which 
bumoth  with  fire  and  brimftone.     That  Chrift  died 
for  the  eleS  aJone,  be  their  number  ever  fo   few — 
that  fixch  fliQuld  certainly  have  an  ciFedlual  calj  in 

this 
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this  life,  but  that  all  others,  though  their  number 
(hould  amount  to  millions  of  millions,  fhould  be  trt- 
terly  cut  off,  and  excluded  from  all  participation 
of  the  benefits  arid  blcffings  of  Chrift's  fufFerings  and 
death,  to  all  endlefs  eternity.  This  do6lrine.  Sir,  I 
held  and  maintained  with  all  my  might  for  fcveral 
years,  and  that  in  the  face  of  many  Scriptures,  which 
in  their  literal  fcnfe  I  knew  to  be  dirc<5tly  againft  it. 
Yet,  as  my  teachers  and  thofe  commentators  who 
held  the  iame  tenets,  gave  them  a  meaning,  which 
in  fome  degree  comported  with  their  fyftem,  I  was 
fatisfied,  and  kept  my  ftanding,  until  a  friend,  in  a 
difpute  with  me  on  the  foverei^n/y  of  Gody  fairly  beat 
me  on  my  own  ground,  and  filled  me  with  fear  and 
ti>embling.  I  then,  for  the  firft  time,  found  that  my 
iuppofed  ftrong  hold  was  not  tenable,  nor  my  opi- 
nion, at  leaft  hy  wf,  defencible.  I,  therefore,  ap- 
plied for  further,  light  and  argument,  but  being  to- 
tally difappointed  in  my  hope  and  expectation,  I  fully 
refolved  never  more  to  enter  upon,  or  maintain  an 
argument  of  this  fort,  until  I  had  a  more  competent 
judgment  on  fo  very  fublime  a  fubjed.  The  refult 
was,  that  for  feveral  years  my  mind  was  held  in  a  ftate 
of  perplexing  uncertainty,  I  dared  not  either  deny 
or  maintain  my  former  fentiments,  and  became  very 
ihy  of  difputation.  I  believe.  Sir,  that  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe  is  one  of  the  moft 
nnpleafant  that  the  mind  can  be  in,  elpecially  in 
matters  of  religion. 

It 
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It  is  now  upwards  of  twenty  years  fince  the  dis- 
pute above  referred  to  took  place,  and  from  that 
time,  till  Mr.  Winchefter's  Dialogues  were  publiflied, 
my  faith  on  this  heady  like  Noah's  dove,  found  no 
place' whereon  to  reft  the  fole  of  her  foot.     The 
Dialogues  I  read  with  the  utmoft  attention,  and  be- 
ing  exceedingly  defirous  of  obtaining  fome  degree 
of  certainty  on  a  fubje61:  of  fo  much  importance,  I 
gave  my  whole  mind  to  its  confideration,  examined 
them   by  the   Scriptures,  compared  Scripture  with 
Scripture,  the  Old  Teftament  with  the  New,  and 
thofe  particular  texts  on  which  my  former  opinions 
were  grounded,  I  compared  with  thofe  to  which  the 
Dialogues  referred,  and  at  length  found  fuch  a  blaze 
of  evidence  burft  in  upon  my  mind,  of  the  truth  and 
certainty  of  the?  dodlrifles  therein  contained,  that  I 
reje<fted  utterly  as  falfe,  all  thofe  notions  and  opi- 
nions which  go  to  maintain  the  doctrine  of  endlefs 
mifery.     I  believe.  Sir,  you  can  better  conceive  of, 
than    I  can  exprefs,  what  a  pleafure  this  view  of 
things  afforded  me  ;  I  muft  fay,  it  was  really  unfpeak- 
able.     The  Gofpel  appeared  to  me,  what  the  an- 
gels declared  it  to  be,  Glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all 
people.     I  could  with  the  Apoftle  pray,  fupplicate, 
intercede,  and  give  thanks  for  all  nien,  becaufe  I  faw 
it  impoffible  for  God  to  withhold  his  love  from  any 
man.     I  then,  and  now  believe,  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
tafted  death  for  every  man — ^that  he  gave  his  life  a 
ranfom  for  all — ^that  he  became  a  propitiation,  iiot 

for 
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for  the  fins  of  the  ele6l  only,  but  for  the  fins  of  t}ie 
v?hole  world,  as  the  Scriptures  abundantly  teftify. 
And  although'  the  impenitent,  obftinatply  rebellious 
linners,  (hall  be  dealt  with  according  to  their  deedi?, 
and  that  wh^t  the  Scriptures  declare   concerning 
them  fhall  be  fiilly  accomplifhed,  and  dreadful  will 
be  the  portion  of  their  cup  •  yet  I  alfo  firmly  be- 
lieve, that  the  Lord  Jefus  will  fully  accomplifli  what 
He  came  into  the  world  to  do — that  he  will  utterly 
deftroy  the  works  of  Satan,  finiih  tranfgrefljon,  ai)d 
make  an  end  of  fin.     He  will  take  the  prey  from  the 
mighty,  and  fet  the  lawfiil  captive  at  liberty — He 
will  deliver  his  creatures  from  the  bondage  of  cor- 
ruption under  which  they   now  groan,  and  bring 
them  into  glorious  liberty — ^He  will  fo  triumph  over 
hell  ^nd  death,  that  there  (hall  be  no  more  pain, 
fighing  or  forrow%  tears  fhall  be  wij)ed  from  off  all 
faces,  and  death  fhall  be  [wallowed  up  in  vidlory^ 
Jle  will  draw  all  men  unto  him,  caufe  every  knee  to 
bow,  and  every  tongue  to  confcfs  that  he  is  Lord 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.     And  as  our  great 
High  Prieft,  he  gave  his  life  as  a  facrifice  and  atone- 
ment for  the  fins  of  all,  fo  as  King  of  kings,  having 
all  power  in  Heaven,  Earth,  and  Hell,  will  he  go  Qix 
conquering  and  to  conquer,  until  he  has  utterly  over^ 
thrown,  and  for  eyer  put  dowii  every  thing  that  op- 
pofes  or  may  oppofe  his  blefled  reign  in  the  hearts  of 
all   his  rational  crcjatures.     Then  fhall  be   accom- 
plifljed  thofe  glorious  promifes  made  to  Abraliatp^ 
Vol.  I.  X  Ifaap^ 
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Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  that  in  him.  the  true  promifed  feed, 
fhaJI  all  the  nations,  families,  and  kindreds  of  the 
earth    be  blefled.     Well  might   the   angels   at  his 
birth   fing,  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  on  earth 
peace  and  good  will  to  men — for  they  knew  the 
ground  on   which  he   came,   faw  the  glories  which 
fhould  follow  his  fufFerings  and  death,  and  rejoiced 
in   the  pimfpecSt   of    feeing  his  enemies    fubdued, 
and  man,  oncd  in  his  blefled  image,  emancipated 
flavery,  and  fully  rcftored   to  that  ftatc  of  purity, 
perfe<5tion,  and  bleflcdnefs  he«  enjoyed,  before  Satan 
drew  him  into  rebellion.     What  a  Fxiend,  what  a 
Saviour  has  man !  Who  that  beholds  the  vaft,  the 
glorious  extent  of  his  mediatorial  office,  can  ceafe  to 
fpeak  well  of  his  name !  That  you.  Sir,  and  I,  and  all 
who  love  him,  may  do  our  utmoft  to  promote  his 
glory,  is  the  prayer  of. 

Sir, 
With  much  refpcdl,  Your's, 

Philemon. 


The  JVay  to  wake  Money  plenty  hi  every  Mans  pocket. 
Dr.  Franklin. 

AT  this  time,  when  it  is  the  general  complaint 
that  money  is  fcarce,  it  will  be  an  a6l  of  kind- 
neft  to  inform  the  moneylefs  bow  they  may  rc-infbrce 
their  pockets.     I  will  acquaint  them  with  the  true 

fecrct 
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iccret  of  vnoney-catching — the  certain  way.  to  fill 
empty  purfe&— and  how  to  keep  then)  always  fulK 
Two  iingle  rules^  well  obferved^  will  do  the  bufinefe. 

Firft — Let  honelly  and  induftry  be  thy  conftant 
companions;  and, 

Secondly — Spend  one  penny  lefs  than  thy  con- 
ftant gains. 

Then  fhall  thy  hide-bound  pocket  foon  begin  to 
thrive^  and  never  again  cry  with  the  empty  belly-ach : 
neither  will  crcditoi-s  infult  thee,  nor  want  opprefe, 
nor  hunger  bite,  nor  nakednels  freeze  thee.  The 
whole  hemifphcre  will  fhino  brighter,  and  pleafure 
fpring  up  in  every  corner  of  thy  heart.  Now,  tbcrt- 
fore,  embrace  thcfe  rules  and  be  happy.  Banifh  the 
bleak  winds  of  forrow  from  thy  mind,  and  live  inde- 
pendent. Then  fhalt  thou  be  a  man,  and  not  hide 
thy  face  at  the  approach  of  the  rich,  nor  fufFer  the 
pain  of  feeling  little  when  the  fons  of  fortune  walk. 
at  thy  right  hand  ;  for  independency,  whether  with 
little  or  much,  is  good  fortune,  and  placeth  thee  on 
even  ground  with  the  proudelt  of  the  golden  fleece. 
Oh,  then,  be  wife,  and  let  induftry  wake  with  thee 
.  in  the  morning,  and  attend  thee  until  thou  reached 
the  evening  hour  of  reft.  Let  honefty  be  as  the 
breath  of  thy  foul,  and  never  forget  to  have  a  penny, 
when  all  thy  expences  are  enumerated  and  paid  : 
then  fhalt  thou  reach  the  point  of  happinefs,  and  in- 
dependence fliall  be  thy  fhield  and  buckler,  thy  hel- 
met and  crown ;  then  fhall  thy  foul  walk  upright, 

Xt}  nor 
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nor  ftoop  ta  the  lilken  wretch  becaufe  he  hath  riches, 
nor  pocket  an  abufe,  becaufe  the  hand  which  offers 
it  wears  a  ring  fet  with  diamonds. 


QiyESTIONS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  JEWS. 

to  the  editor, 
Sir, 

THE  difperfion  of  the  Jews  isconfidered  by  moft 
Chriftians, 
1 .  As  a  ftanding  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Chrif- 
tianity :  I  aflc  wherein  is  it  fo  ? 

a.  As  fome  attempts  have  lately  been  made  in 
London  towards  the  converfion  of  the  Jews,  I  alk, 
is  there  any  Scripture  proof  that  they  will  be  con- 
-Vcrt^  as  a  nation  ? 

3.  Will  the  Jews  return  to  their  own  land  again  ? 
And  if  fo,  will  their  return  be  before  or  after  their 
converfion  ? 

4.  If  they  are  to  be  converted,  then  is  it  probable 
that  the  common  means  will  efFc<5l  it  ? 

If  any  of  your  correfpondents  will  give  their  fen- 
iUmcnts  upon  thefe  queftions,  they  will  perhaps 
oblige  more  of  your  readers  than 

Curioso. 
^frilg,  1797. 

PERSECUTION 
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PERSECUTION  EXPLODED. 

jf  Fragment  of  a  Letter  ivritten  to  Theodore  Beza^  ilohoy 
like  the  refi  of  the  Reformers,  did  not  underhand 
aright  the  DoSrim  of  Liberty  of  Confcifnce*. 

**  ^^C7"0U  contend,  ^hat  Scripture  is  a  perfe(5l  i:ule  of 
JL  faith  and  pra<5lice,but  you  are  all  divide4  about 
the  fenfe  of  Scripture,  and  you  have  not  fettl^  who 
(hall  be  judge.  You  fay  one  thing,  Stoncarus  ano- 
ther. You  quote  Scripture,  he  quotes  Scripture, 
You  reafon,  he  reafons.  You  require  me  to  believe 
you.  I  refpe<5l  you :  but  why  fhould  I  truft  you  ra-* 
ther  than  Stoncarus  ?  You  fay  he  js  a  heretic :  but 
the  Papifls  fay  you  are  both  heretics.  Shall  I  be* 
lieve  them  ?  They  quote  hiftorians  and  fathers,  io 
do  you.  To  whom  do  you  all  addrefs  yourfelves  ? 
Where  is  the  judge  ?  You  fay  the  fpirits  of  the  pro^ 
phets  are  fubje^l  to  the  prophets ;  but  you  fay  1  am 
no  prophet,  and  I  fay  jow  are  not  one ;  who  is  to  be 
judge  ?  I  love  liberty  as  well  as  you.  You  have 
Ijpoken  off  your  yoke,  allow  me  to  bresik  mine* 
Having  freed  yourfelves  from  the  tyranny  of  papifli 
prelates,  why  do  you  turn  ecclefiaftical  tyrants  your- 
felves, and  treat  others  with  barbarity  and  cruelty^ 
for  only  doing  what  you  fet  tliem  an  example  to  4o  ? 
You  contend  that  your  lay-hearers,  thp  magiftrates, 
{ind  not  you  are  to  be  blamed,  for  it  is  they  who  bar 
nifli  and  b^rn  fqr  herefy.    I  know  you  make  t^is 

X  3  ^xcufe : 
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excufe :  but  tell  me,  have  not  you  inftilled  fuch 
principles  into  their  ears  ?  Have  they  done  any  thing 
more  than  put  iu  practice  the  do6lrine  which  you 
have  taught  them  ?  Have  you  not  told  them  how 
glorious  it  was  to  defend  the  faith  ?  Have  you  not 
been  the  conftant  panegyrifts  of  fuch  princes  as  have 
depopulated  whole  diftricls  for  hcrefy  ?  Do  you  hot 
daily  teach,  that  they  who  appeal  f  om  your  confcf- 
fions  to  Scripture,  ought  to  be  punifhcd  by  the  fe- 
cular  power  ?  It  is  impoffible  for  you  to  deny  this. 
Does  not  all  the  world  know,  that  you  are  a  fort  of 
demagogues,  (or  to  fpeak  more  mildly)  a  fort  of  tri- 
bunes, and  that  the  magiftrates  do  nothing  but  ex- 
hibit in  public  what  you  teach  in  private  ?  You  try 
tojufiify  the  banifhment  of  fome,  and  the  execution 
6f  others,  and  you  feem  to  Wifh  us  to  follow  your 
example.  God  forbid!  When  you  talk  of  yoiir 
Lutheran  confeflion,  and  your  Calviniflic  creed,  and 
your  unanimity,  and  your  fundamental  truths,  I  keep 
thinking  of  the  fixth  commandment,  T%ou  Jhalt  not  , 
hlL  Farewel,  moft  learned  and  refpeAaWe  Be^  ; 
tkke  what  I  have  faid  in  good  part,  and  contintie 
your  friendfhip  for  me." 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  world,  if  all 
Chriftian  miniftcrs  had  reafoned  like  the  mild  and 
merciful  Dudith,  who  was  writer  of  the  above  letter. 
■But,  alas !  What  influence  could  he  have  with  man- 
kind  ?  Beza,  and  Calvin,  and  Luther,  and  all  other 
"vrthodox  men,  faid  that  Dudith  was  a  heretic. 

THB 
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THE  JAW  BONE  OF  AN  ASS. 

Thoughts  on  the  1 5  th  Chapter  of  Judges. 
Continued  from  Page  128/ 

^'  rX^HEN  faid  the  Philiftines,  who  hath  done  this  ? 

JL  And  they  faid,  Samfon,  the  fon-in-law  of  the 
Timnite,  becaufe  he  took  his  wife,  and  gave  her  to 
his  companion ;  then  the  Philiftines  went  and  burned 
her  and  her  father  with  fire. 

Then  laid  Samfon  unto  them,  fince  ye  have  done 
in  this  manner,  furely  I  will  avenge  myfelf, .  and  af- 
terwards I  will  forbear.  And  he  fmote  them  leg  upon 
thigh  bone  with  a  great  flaughter.  Then  he  went 
aad  inhabited  a  cave  of  the  rock  of  rapacious  birds, 
{Oitam.) 

Then  the  Philiftines  came  up  and  encamped  in 
Judah^.and  extended  unto  the  lower  jaw,  (Lehi.)  And 
the  men  of  Judah  faid,  wherefore  came  ye  up  againft 
us?  And  they  faid,  to  bind  Samfon  are  we  come  up, 
to  do  unto  him  as  he  hath  doiic  unto  us.  Then  three 
Chiefs  of  the  men  of  Juruh  went  to  the  cave  of  the 
rock  of  rapacious  birds,  {O'navi)  and  faid  unto  Samfon, 
knpwefl:  thou  not  that  the  Philiftines  are  rulers  over  us  ? 
Why,  therefore,  haft  thou  done  thus  unto  us  ?  And  he 
faid,  as  they  have  done  vmto  me,  fo  have  I  done  unto 
them.  Then  they  faid  unto  him,  to  bind  thee  are 
we  come,  to  give  thee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philif- 
tines; and  Samfon  faid  unto  them,  fweaj  unto  mc, 

X4   '  icft 
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left  ye  fall  upon  me  yourfelves  ;  and  they  faid  unto 
him,  no,  but  to  reftrain,  we  bind  thee>  and  give  thee 
into  their  hands,  but  we  will  not  caufe  thee  to  be 
killed;    , 

Then  they  bound  him  with  two  hew  cords,  and 
came  up  with  him  from  the  rock,  and  Went  beyond 
the  lower  jaw.  And  the  Philiftines  gave  a  loud 
fliout  to  proclaim  it ;  then  rulhed  upon  him  the  fpi- 
rit  of  Jehovah,  and  caufed  the  cdrds  that  were  upbn 
his  arms  to  become  like  flax  which  was  burnt  in  the 
fire,  and  his  fetters  were  loofed  from  off  his  hands. 

And  he  reached  the  moift,  difturbed,  lower  jaw, 
jand  he  darted  forth-  his  hand,  and  took  and  fmote 
with  it  a  thoufand  men :  for  Samfoil  faid,  "  With 
the  diflurbed  lower  jaw,  (in)  dreadful  confufions, 
with  the  difturbed  lower  jaw,  caufe  to  be  fmitten  a 
^houfand  ipen  ;  and  as  he  finiftied  thefe  words,  he 
darted  forth  the  loWef  jaw  from  his  hand  $  then  he 
called  the  place,  the  projected  loWer  jaw. 

Then  he  thirfted  exceedingly,  and  he  eried  unto 
Jehovah,  and  i^id,  thou  haft  given  into  the  hand  of 
thy  fervant  this  great  falvation  ;  jret  (hall  I  die  with 
^hirft,  and  fall  into  the  hartds  of  thfe  uncircumcifed. 
Then  the  Aleim  cleaved  the  hollow^  which  is  in  the 
lower  jaw y  and  waters  fprang  forth  from  it.  And  he 
drank,  and  his  fpirit  returned,  and  he  revived ; 
therefore  he  called  its  name,  ^^  The  Fountain  of  the 
Invocating,"  which  is  in  the  lower  jaw  even  to  this 
day." 

Few 
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t'ew  ftudies  would  prove  more  beneficial  to  men-- 
kind,  than  fuch  as  Would  fo  far  tend  to  elucidate  the 
hiftory  of  fociety,  as  to  teach  inan  how  to  bring  the 
barbarous  nations  to  an  early  Hate  of  perfection,  and 
uninterruptedly  preferve  them  in  it  for  fucceeding 
agog.    But  fociety,  like  the  individuals  of  which  it  is 
compofcd,  will  not  Icam  but  by  experience.  Trained 
^om  the  ignorance  of  infancy  to  the  refined  judg- 
ment of  maturity,  its  ftrcngth  is  employed  upon  pur- 
pofes  of  ambition,  gain,  or  pleafure ;  and,  in  a  pre- 
mature old  age,  it  fondly  thinks  that  it  is  able,  by 
ftimulatives,  to  prop  Up  a  decayed  conftitution,  ready 
to  perifli  through  extreme  debility. 

The  periovl  in  which  Samfon  lived  was  in  the 
youthful  ftate  of  the  Jcwiih  theocracy.  Jehovah, 
with  the  kindnefs  of  a  parent,  had  given  them  the 
bed  of  laws,  and  the  moft  paternal  advice,  but  the 
folly  of  youth  made  them  run  riot.  And  having  no 
ehief  magiftrate  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  unite  the 
families  to  each  other,  compa<Slingthe  tribes  into  one 
folid  body  ;  every  man,  inftcad  of  obeying  the  laws, 
did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.  By  the 
limplicity  of  their  manners  made  virtuous,  and  by 
their  living  made '  vigorous  ;  they  became  powerful 
under  a  David  (who  knew  how  to  reward  and  pu* 
niih,  both  to  make  regulations  and  enforce  them.) 
He,  trained  up  in  the  fchool  of  revelation  and  adver- 
fity,  broke  afundcr  their  jarring  parties,  united  reli- 
gion, intcrcft,  glory,  and  order,  and  made  of  them  a 

great 
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great  nation.  Whilft  Samfon,  pofleffing  a  knowledge 
of  the  laws  of  Jehovah,  endowed  with  more  than  hu- 
man fti*ength,  and  aUvays  made  vidlorious,  by  the 
faith  he  had  in  the  promifed  affiftance  of  his  God, 
could  only  become  a  terror  to  his  enemies,  but  left 
his  countrymen  flavcs  to  a  nation,  fmaller  in  terri- 
tory, but  made  ftrong  by  difcipline.  Led  away  by 
headftrong  paflions,  ignorant  how  to  rule  himfelf,  he 
was  unable  how  to  govern  others.  If  this  was  not 
the  cafe,  could  he  have  fought  to  revenge  himfelf  on 
the  Philiftines  for  putting  his  wife  and  her  father  to 
death,  when  by  fo  doing  they  had  only  enforced  that 
fentence  which  his  condudl  had  declared  them  to 
deferve  ? 

Like  the  half  civilized  natives  of  the  South-Sea 
Illarids,  the  favage  tribes  of  Ameriga,  or  the  uncivi- 
lized inhabitants  of  Greece  in  the  days  of  Hercules ; 
Samfon,  though  he  hiitcd  his  wife,  cilcemed  his  ho- 
nour concerned  in  the  revenging  her  death  ;  and,  it 
is  iaid,  fmote  them  ^Megupon  thigh  bone,  with  great 
flaughter."  Probably  this  expreflion  applies  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  did  it,  not  by  arms,  but  feizing 
them  as  they  ran  away  in  great  terror,  and,  by  an  ex- 
ertion of  prodigious  ftrength,  bending  them  back- 
wards, and  fo  killing  them.  After  this  he  went  and 
dwelt  in  a  cave  upon  the  top  of  the  rock  of  rapacious 
birdsj  thus  called,  mod  probably,  from  the  height  of 
it  being  an  harbour  for  birds  of  prey,  and  from  its 
fitaation  almoft  inacceffible.    Any  one  who  has  read 

the 
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tbc  Voyages  to  the  South-Sea  Iflands,  whilft  their 
imaginations  may  realize  the  fortrcfs  of  Samfon,  may 
likewife  difcover  in  it  another  proof  of  the  uncivilized 
Hate  of  Judea  in  his  time  ;  a  ftrong  corroborative  ar- 
gumcTrt  in  favour  of  the  vemcity  of  the  hiftorian. 

"  Then  the  Philiftines  came  up  and  encamped  in 
Judah^  ofkl  extended  themfdvcs  to  Lehi^  The  word  is 
applied  to  fortifications,  and  fignifics  to  be  loofe,  dif- 
engaged,  and  feems  to  imply  that  the  outikirts  of  the 
army  reached  ^'  to  the  lower  jaw ^"^  or  prominent  part 
of  the  rock. 

The  Ifraelites,  inftead  of  being  able  to  oppofe  the 
artny  of  tlie  Philiftines,  were  in  fuch  complete  fub- 
je6lion  as  not  even  to  think  of  it,  only  enquiring  the 
feafon  for  fuch  an  hoftile  appearance ;  and  fo  un- 
hinged was  their  ibcial  union,  that  they  did  not  ap-, 
pear  to  have  been  acquainted  with  a  circumftance, 
which  being  done  by  him  who  judged  Ifrael  for 
twenty  years,  muft,  if  fociety  had  been  in  the  leaft 
degree  connedcd,  have  been  known  from  Dan  even 
to  Becrfheba.  But  upon  the  Philiftines  anfwering, 
by  informing  them,  that,  as  liege  Lords  of  the  coun- 
try, they  wanted  to  punifh  their  rebellious  fubjeds, 
the  men  of  Judah,  like  willing  flaves,  inftead  of 
owning  the  hand  of  Jehovah,  and  enlifling  themfelves 
under  the  banners  of  Samfon,  appear  to  have  fent 
only  a  deputation  to  him  of  three  chief  men  belong- 
ing to  the  ;tribc  of  Judah.  It  is  recorded,  tbat'ia 
their  journey  through  the  wildemefs,  the  Ifraelites 

marched 
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marched  like  a  well  ordered  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  heads  of  fifties,  hundreds,  thoufands,  &c. 
And  from  the  frequent  references  to  this  fubje<9:  wc 
may  learn,  that  when  Jolhua  fettled  them  in  the  land 
of  Canaan,  it  was  under  the  fame  military  form  of 
government,  every  man  being  enrolled  from  the  age 
of  twenty  to  the  age  of  fixty,  and  liable,  as  a  great 
national- militia,  to  be  called  forth  to  defend  their 
country  fiom  invading  enemies.  In  this  manner 
England  was  conquered  and  fettled  by  the  Saxons  j 
and  excepting  that  there  was  not  a  divifion  of  land 
by  lot,  and  the  confequences  that  muft  arife  from  the 
want  of  it,  in  eftablifhing  the  old  feudal  fyftem, 
(which  is  the  real  foundation  of  what  is  called  the 
Britiih  Conftitution)  we  find  no  great  diffimilarity  in 
the  nature  of  the  two  governments. 

The  word  ahp  not  only  fignifics  a  thoufand,  but 
likcwife  a  chief,  a  leader,  a  head  of  a  thoufand ;  and 
from  this  I  infer,  that  not  three  thoufand  men,  but 
three  heads  of  thoufands,  went  up  to  Samfon.  Surely 
he  would  not  have  permitted  three  thoufand  to  pafs 
the  narrow  defiles  that  guarded  the  way  to  his  forr 
trefs ;  although,  knowing  his  fl.rength,  he  might  per* 
mit  three  men,  who  were  heads  of  the  thoufands  of 
Judah.  And  it  is  moft  likely,  that  when  every  man 
did  what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes,  they  would  not 
attend  to  fubordination ;  therefore,  like  that  of  an 
half-pay  Colonel,  their  fituation  was  nominal,  and 
without  power;  for  even  in  the  days  of  Samuel,  SauU 

although 
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rfthough  chofen  King,  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
ufing  feyere  threats  to  aflemble  the  army  of  Ifrael  ; 
which,  had  the  heads  of  thoufands  been  always  ready 
to  aflemble  their  troops,  there  would  have  been  no 
occaflon  for.  Samfon  exacts  from  them  only  an  oath, 
that  their  officious  fear  might  be  checked,  and  their 
fives  be  preferved.  Perhaps,  alfo,  he  hoped,  that 
they,  feeing  the  vifible  manifeftation  of  Divine  power 
in  his  favour,  might  be  roufed  from  their  (tupor,  own 
him  their  leader,  and  find  that  Jehovah  was  able  and 
willing  to  deliver  them  froin  the  yoke  of  their  op- 
preflbrs. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  motives  of  either  party^ 
and  whether  with  three  or  three  thoufand  men,  Sam- 
fon was  bound,  and  led  down  to  Lehi  (the  lower  Jaw) 
where  the  fpirit  of  Jehovah  came  upon  him,  and 
caufed  Ae  cords  that  were  upon  his  hands  to  become 
like  burned  flax.     Does  this  rufhing  of  the  fpirit  im- 
ply any  thing  like  an  outward  vifiblc  manifeftation  ? 
Or  doth  it  mean,  that  the  ftrength  of  Samfon  was  fo 
encreafed,  that  the  flrong  new  cords  became  like 
flax  before  it  ?  At  the  fight  of  Samfon  bound,  and 
led  down  a  prifoner,  to  be  delivered  into  their  hands : 
the  Philiftines,  who  were  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  by 
a  loud  fhout,  proclaimed  it  to  the  reft  of  the  army  ; 
when  Samfon,  who  had  come  juft  beyond  the  lower 
jaw  (a  part  of  the  rock  fo  called)  feeling  the  influence 
of  the  fpirit  of  Jehovah,  darted  forth   his  hand,  and 
iklfcd  a  part  of  the  lower  jaw,  a  projeding  crag  of 

the 
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the  rock,  that  was  already  fhattered,  or  partly  broken ; 
and  offering  qp  a  prayer,  *^  that  it  might  dreadfully 
confufe  and  diHurb  them,  and  flay  a  thoufand  men," 
he  then  hurled  it  down  upon  them.  It  is  probable 
that  the  whole  rock  had  but  one  paflage  to  its  for- 
trefs,  by  which  circumilance  it  became  a  proper  re- 
treat for  Samfon.  And  when  the  Philiftines  (houted 
for  joy  at  the  fight  of  their  mighty  enemy  bound 
and  fettered,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  they  ran 
with  eagerncfs  up  the  paflage  to  meet  him,  and  that 
the  broken  rock,  as  it  rolled  down  the  declivity, 
dafhing  from  crag  to  crag,  and  carrying  deftru<51;ion 
in  its  progrefs,  might  with  eafe  overwhelm  a  thou- 
fand men. 

And  when  he  had  finiflied  his  prayer,  he  caft  fprth 
Lehi  {the  jaw)  with  all  his  might,  as  he  would  caft 
forth  a  javelin  from  his  hand.  And  ^^  he  called  the 
place  Ratnath  Lehiy^  i.  e.  the  projected  lower  jaw, 
or  lower  jaw  fhot  forward,  in  allufion  to  his  cafling 
the  part  of  the  rock  down  the  declivity;  which  name 
it  cannot  be  conceived  he  would  have  given  to  the 
place,  had  he  flain  a  thoufand  men  there  with  the 
jaw-bone  of  an  afs  literally. 

A  perfon  in  a  fit  has  a  preternatural  exertion  of 
ftrength,  which  always  occafious  inlenfc  thirfl;  thus 
Sampfon,  having  had  his  ftrength  preternatur^lly 
exerted,  in  rending  off  and  cafting  down  the  frag- 
ment of  the  rock,  became  ready  to  pcrifli  with  thirft. 
Upon  which  lamenting  it,  he  called  upon  Jehovah, 

who 
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who  caufed  a  fpring  that  was  under  the  part  of  the 
rock  which  he  had  broken  off,  to  burft  forth.  It 
muft  be  remarked,  that  the  hiftorian  particularly  no- 
tices that  it  was  moid ;  the  rock  hid  the  fpring,  the 
breaking  off  the  rock  caufed  it  to  lay  near  the  fur- 
face,  and  the  power  of  Jehovah,  at  the  requeft  of  Sam- 
fon,  caufed  it  to  burft  forth — who,  to  fhew  his  grate- 
ful recolledtion  of  divine  mercy,  called  it  *^  The 
fountain  of  the  invocating,"  or  given  in  anfvver  to 
prayer.  Had  this  fountain  literally  been  in  the  jaw 
bone  of  an  afs,  ever  flowing,  as  it  muft  have  been  ac- 
cording to  the  common  tranflation,  in  a  country  hot 
as  was  Judea,  and  bordering  upon  the  Arabian  de- 
farts,  the  pofleflbr  of  it  would  have  had  a  treafure  ftt- 
perior  to  the  purfe  of  the  renowned  Foilunatus. 

Had  Sampfon  with  the  jaw  bone  of  an  afs  flain  a 
thoufand  men,  furely  the  whole  army  of  the  Philif- 
tines  muft  have  been  difcomfited,  or  he  would  have 
flurxg  away  his  arms  before  he  had  obtained  the  vic- 
tory. -How  then  came  he  to  dread  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Philiftines  through  the  violence  of  his 
thirft  ?  But  if  the  havoc  he  made  amongft  the  Pftilif- 
tines,  was  upon  the  vanguard  of  the  Philiftine's  army, 
he  might  dread  theconfequences,  if  his  ftrength  had 
not  been  reftored.  A. 
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EXPOSITION  OF  JOB.  ii.  4, 

Skin  for  Skirtf^ea^  all  that  a  Man  hathyV:iJl  he  give  for 
hts  Life.' 

BEFORE  the  invention  of  money,  trade  ufed 
to  be  carried  on  by  barter,  that  is,  by  exchang-^ 
ing  one  commodity  for  another,  The  man  who  had 
been  hunting  in  the  woods  for  wild  beafts,  would 
carry  their  flcins  to  market,  would  exchange  them 
with  the  armourer  for  bows  and  arrows.  As  thefe 
traffickers  were  liable  to  be  robbed,  they  fometimes 
agreed  to  give  a  party  of  men  a  fhare  for  defending 
them,  and  fkins  were  a  very  ancient  tribute.  With 
them  they  redeemed  their  own  (hares  of  property, 
and  theijr  lives.  It  is  to  one  or  both  of  thefe  cuftoms 
that  the  text  alludes  as  a  proverb. 

Imagine  one  of  thefe  primitive  fairs.  A  multi- 
tude of  people  from  all  parts,  of  different  tribes  and 
languages,  in  a  broad  field,  all  overfpread  with  va- 
rious comipodities  to  be  exchanged.  Imagine  this 
lair  to  be  held  after  a  good  hunting  feafon,  and  a  bad 
harveft.  The  Ikinners  are  numerous,  and  Ikins 
chc^p— wheat,  the  ftaff  of  life,  is  fearcc,  and  the 
whole  fair  dread  a  famine.  How  many  ikins  will  a 
man  give  this  year  for  wheat,  without  which,  he  and 
his  family  muft  inevitably  die  ?  Why,  each  would 
add  to  the  heap,  and  ^wtjkln  uponfkin^  all  the  skins 
that  a  man  bath,  will  he  give  for  his  life.     Imagine 

the 
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the  wheat  growers,  of  which  Job  was  one,  carrying 
home  their  Ikins  which  they  had  taken  for  wheat. 
Imagine  the  party  engaged  to  protect  them,  rarfing 
the  tribute,  and  threatening,  if.  it  wpre  not  paid,  to 
put  them  to  death.  What  proportion  of  Ikins  would 
thefe  merchants  give,  in  this  cafe  of  neceffity  ?  Skin 
uponjkiriy  yea  all  the  skins  that  they  have,  will  they 
give  for  their  lives.  The  text  then  is  a  proverb,  the 
meaning  of  which  H^  that  a  man  will  fave  his  life  at 
any  rate.  * 


MORAL  AGENCY, 

fTahvortbi  Tburfday  Evening 9  March  » 3, 1797. 

My  bear  Sir, 

I  Certainly  fhould  never  have  thought  of  putting 
my  ideas  upon  the  prcfent  fubjeft  into  writing, 
had  you  not'  defired  me  fo  to  do ;  but  I  cannot  keep 
them  back  afteryou  have  called  forthem ;  I  (hall  there- 
fore endeavour,  briefly,  to  ftate  the  progrefs  of  my 
thoughts  on  thje  very  intereiling  queftion,  ^^  whether 
"  man  be  a  Moral  Agent,  or  whether  he  be  the  child 
^^  of  inevitable  defl:iny ."  I  fay  moral  agent,  becaufe 
I  fully  acquiefce  in  the  propriety  of  the  diftih6lion 
you  made,  between  a  free  and  a  moral  agent,  the 
former  term  can  only,  in  its  utmoft  extent,  h^  appli- 
ed to  that  Being  who  worketh  after  the  counfel  of  his 
own  will  among  the  armies  of  Heaven,  and  among 
the  children  of  men.  None  can  ftay  his  hand  or  fay 
Vol.  I.  Y  unto 
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tmto  him  what  doeft  thou  ?  It  is,  however,  for  other- 
wife,  even  with  thci^  erf  men,  whom  we  find  faying, 
the  good  wliich  I  would  I  do  oot ;  hut  the  evil  which 
I  motdd  Mt  that  I  do.  If  then,  there  is  a  law  which 
c^en  |)revents  the  free  exercife  of  our  oun  minda^ 
fardy  it  is  highly  improper  to  cali  mana/rre  ag€nt, 
who  is  bound  and  controulcd  by  fo  many  outward 
objc<5fe. 

Being  educated  a  Calviniftand  taught  that  of  my* 
felf  I  could,  do  nothing,  which  do6lrinc  was  continu-* 
ally  enforced  by  my  good  mother,  I  of  courfe  entered 
into  life  with  no  ftroiig  notions  of  the  moral  powers 
of  man.  It,  however,  fortunately  happens,  that  the 
inlets  of  truth  into  the  human  mind  arc  fo  numerous, 
that  it  will  find  its  way  even  into  the  moft  prejudiced, 
at  times  and  feafons.  I  often  rejoice  at  this  confi- 
deration.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  find  men  often  a^ing 
in  the  concerns  of  life  and  in  their  intercourfe  with 
each  other,  contrary  to  their  fyftems.  Thus,  though 
taught  to  confider  myfelf  merely  a  pailiye  being  in 
a  religious  point  of  view,  yet  I  was  conftandy  treated 
as  an  accountable  being  c^bie  of  doing  good  or 
evil,  and  threats  and  promrfes  addrcfled  to  me,  which 
I  truft,  have  not  entirely  foiled  of  their  efffe^.  About 
twelve  years  ago,  I  was  draun  into  correfpondence 
with  a  young  man  who  had  hnbibed  the  do6lrinc  of 
philofophical  neceffity,  and,  on  this  ground,  jullified 
fuicufe.  A  defire  of  reclaiming  him  from  this  error 
led  me  into  a  train  of  argument,  wherein  I  attempted 

to 
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lo  phyv^e  tlial  i  ftian  wis  accourftabte  for  his  adliohsi 
and  that  he  poffefled  the  power  dfdbih^  good  of 
*^!.  JB\it  Wii  \tas  contrary  to  my  fyftem,  ahd  hot 
M^Hftf  at  that  Wvt^  thbroughly  ittveftigitcd  thfe  fub^ 
j«?t-,  I  Feimd  I  c6«ld  h«t  reply  fetSJi^orily  to  his  jU-i 
giilfitnts;  aHd  iheffefor^  dropjifed  ihe  cbrrcfpbilddrice, 
Icarihg  him  ih  JJoflcflibn  of  the  field,  ahd  carrying 
awdy  ^  cbht^rhihation  whfch  aftferwiiWs  fpr^d  o\iei" 
Iti6,  afad  ga^  md  a  ftrbh|;  biaS  fe  thti  fentimeiits  t 
hid  oppofed. 

It  wd^  hdt  till  a  bbhtidetabfe  time  aftef,  I  rfecfeivM 
thfe  DtxaHrife  oT  the  Keftifutibh  of  all  things,  that  f 
eiftitely  gdf  Hd  of  thfe  id4a  that  God  tvas  th6  atithot 
of  all  the  ilibughtS,  wordS  and  aflibns  of  hii  crfeaturfcS. 
I  iiM  oftfih  to  ^ifoh  with  myfelf  thus :  iSod  fills  all 
fpace,  th^e  can  ttiferdbtfe  be  rttotti  for  nbthing  elfe, 
uhiverial  natUhft  iS,  '' M  tht  'ixariid  6dit'  (Thbrfip- 
foh*s  Hymti) — I  cdnnot  prevail  ripoh  ihyrdf  to  write 
the  cbnclufiohs  thefe  prfemiliSfe  led  rht  to ;  but  I  af- 
fiire  ydu,  I  w^  often  ib  be\*rild6r6d,  that  I  thiiJt  a 
tittle  more  would  h^vfe  diftfaAed  ifle.  ttoweVfer,  hf 
attending  Mr.  Wifichfetttir^S  Mihiftl-y,  ifiy  pr^udict^ 
by  degrees  mcltAl  feway^  I  began  to  find  thit  th* 
whole  tehor  of  thfe  Scripturfe  ihiplleid,  that  rfi^fi  \Vafc 
an  accountable  bdng,  thSt,  as  fiibK,  eihortatibh, 
WihiHfigs,  promifts,  dnd  threktnihg^  Wfeffe  addfefF^I 
to  him.  I  then  begati  to  HSA  a  fttv  WbfkS*  upon  th* 
fubj^a;  Dr.  SaUndetfofi,  Ikh,  tdjIoFS  Friehdl^ 
Gottelttfioh,    and  latterly  flit^  Chi^didf  'Ramikfi 
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Book,  and  his  Travels  of  Cyrus;  thefe  laft  fet  mc 
completely  at  eafc. 

.  I  really  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  that  there  are  fome 
things  which  are  too  high  for  human  inveftigation, 
and  which  w^c  do  well  not  to  pore  upon.  Of  this  kind, 
.  I  conceive,  are  the  manner  of  the  divine  exiftcnce, 
the  mode  of  creation,  and  the  nature  of  the  foul. — 
Perhaps  this  opinion  is  owing  to  my  own  peculiar 
imbecility  :  but  I  confefs  I  feel  great  relief  in  turn- 
ing my  thoughts  from  thefe  fubje6ls  to  thofe  which 
q:ic  more  within  my  grafp.  Befides,  I  do  not  find 
that  the  Scriptures  contain  thofe  nice  metapbyfical 
difquiiitions,  which  fome  of  our  moral  philofophers 
icem  fo  fond  of.  .  On  the  fubje6t  of  Moral  Agency, 
the  great  Locke  faid,  "  I  have  long  given  up  all 
"  thoughts  of  combining  Omnipotence  in  God  and 
"  Free  Agency  in  man,  and  conclude,  that  if  an 
5^  Omnipotent  Being  be  capaT^le  of  creating  a  Free 
"  Agent,  then  man  is  free,  though  I  fee  not  the  way 
"  of  it."  (Locke's  Letters,  p.  24.)  The  Scriptures 
take  fome  great  leading  truths  for  granted,  without 
attempting  to  prove  them,  fuch  as  the  Being  of  God, 
and  (I  think)  the  Moral  Agency  of  Man.  If  there 
be  an.y  *truvh  implied  in  all  the  Scripture,  I  think  this 
laft  \c  one,  it  is  the  ground  of  all  the  addreflesof  God 
to  man.  Although  I  cannot  comprehend  the  man- 
^er  in  which  the  great  Jirji  cauje  could  give  to  the 
>voiks  of  his  hands,  a  power  of  a6ling  in  many  cafes 
contrary  to  his  approbation  ;  yet  as  the  admiffion  of 

this 
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tliis  idea  folves  all  the  difficulties  about  the  origin  of 
evil,  the  prefent  diforders  of  the  world,  and  thofe  fu- 
ture judgments  which  we  are  taught  to  expedl,  I 
moft  joyfully  receive  it,  as  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
of  truths :  without  it,  the  Reftoration  itfelf,  would 
lofe  half  its  beauty,  for  the  pains  and  fufFerings  of  the 
prefent  life,  and  the  tremendous  agonies  of  the  fecond 
death,  muft  be  the  wanton  exercife  of  arbitrary 
power  if  maii  a<Ss  from  inevitable  neceffity.  But  if 
man  poflefles  a  felf  determining  power,  and  is  capa- 
ble of  choofing  good  or  evil,  then  his  prefent  and  fu- 
ture condition  is  accounted  for,  and  the  Divine  Cha- 
ra<51:er  is  fully  cleared.  This  opinion  is  libt  only 
founded  on  Scripture  (which  I  ihbuld  not  fear  to  ex- 
amine on  the  fubjed)  but  is  alfo  agreeable  to  the 
common  fenfe  of  mankind,  and  continually  a6lcd 
upon  in  our  dealings  with  each  other.  It  does  not 
appear  more  difficult  than  the  idea  of  a  Being  diftin6t 
from  God  ;  indeed  the  notion  of  neceffity,  and  that 
the  univerfe  is  but  one  fubftance,  feem  infcparably 
eonne6led  ;  but  what  uncomfortable  and  monftrous 
confequences  will  this  opinion  lead  to.  After  all. 
Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  repeat  my  former  obfervation ; 
the  modus  whereby  the  foul  a6ls  in  any  cafe,  con- 
trary to  the  Divine  will,  is  beyqnd  the  power  of  my 
mind  to  conceive  :  it  will  be  fruitlefs  to  attempt  to 
invefttgate  it ;  and  therdbre  I  will  not  meddle  with 
things  that  arc  too  high  for  me.  This  conclufion 
may  not  fuit  the  prided  of  man  which  wants  to  under- 
'  '    •    .  . y  3  ftand 


fta^  %  firft  p^uCffiHo?.  ojr  Xhifff^^  b^V  ^f  I;  «p  ^ 

f  ndi  dilig?n;t  att^ti^ji  ^  %  vi|woii^  f%^,^<(?J^  c^ij^ll 
daily  \ipdj8r  q^iff  notice.;  ^^4.  Wlcji^  t^e  B?fl;,  pf  91^ 

i^\  9^t?ngJ^  ^?.  i^  4i%ulli^  apd  ^ulj  ^s,  up  fif^i^^ 

the  nature.,  aad  p^py^ies  pf  t\^  fi?N\I,  by,  il^(^ii?g  it? 
g<ai(>as--flawcb^m^y  b^.  lf:no;^iiit  o(  <^d,  by.  a,  fj^ns^ 
attentioa  t9.  hisi  w<?^  ^.drhis  a«;p^c]|. 

B^t  though  \  co^iten^  th^M^  the  ^^u^l,  ^igoncy  of 
man  is  tl?^  only  prvjM^ij) ^Q  wl^ipl?  caip.  ?xp^n,  the  p»-. 
fent  ftajte  of  tiing^,  pif  clejy;  up  the  plja^t^J^r  9(  (^^^ 
yet  in  ray-  view,  bia,  ^ifl^4eJ|enpijDing  ppwcF  flji^y  b/ei 
increafed  or  dimiuiij^ed,  fp  a^  a,l«ppft  tp^  lpp.U)iiL  §owc^, 
cafes thereare,  ij(i  wh^b,  Wje  capijipjt  exorcifeitr^if  V*?! 
open  our  ^^  ^e  canjopt  h^lp^f^ng  tjje  pbjPtJUbj^n 
fore  us— if  we  go  vxitbw^  th^^  vort?3j  of  a  wtw^ffPOl,, 
we  cannot  ^x/^cs4.  ijt  $:om  fw^lilw(ing  ys^  u}>rr7but  w^i 
may  have  il;  ia  o^f  fw^vq:  not  to  9Rj^  op?  ^9S,  oj^ 
not  to.  gp  within  thj^  vp^e^,  Ij5  $t^p)i^,X  p^ri|^. 
cutors  had  Uflei^pd  tp  \x\ii}^  they,  9f>uJ[4  not  hs^v^^o^iedi 
him-p-to  enable  th^  ^  to.  do^  th^  fioppojlt  tl^l^ 
ears^  The  ofiipei^s.  wlpo.  yfisr^^  fenji  to  tajfce  %^pfi?s^ 
could  not  l^y  hands,  uppn.hj^)^  l^aufe  they  c^m^^ 
ynder  the  fe^cin^ng;  gojser,  of  hi^  eloqjienperrr-tpj 

have 
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have  obeyed  their  orders,  they  muft,  like  Stephen's 
mnrderers,  hove  flopped  their  ears.  As  there  are 
ibme  circumflances  which  infallibly  draw  us  on  to 
goed,  fo  there  are  fome  which  infaUibiy  draw  us  oci 
to  evil;  fucb  ia  the  (in  againU .  the  Holy  Ghofir^ 
bftviag  commtttod  it,  we  have  pofled  the  verge  of  a 
precipice^  whence  we  muft  fitU  into  peitUtioQ.  Jefixs 
iaid  to  fome  chEira<3erS  10  his  day-i—How  can  ye 
eA^ape  tbe  damnatictti  of  beU  ?  1Seir-iiuluigei]c&  witL 
viedkcoL  tJbe  moral:  Acuity,,  and  materialize  the  fcnij 
fo  that  its  fell^eterniining  power  may  be  neari/ 
loft;  bi«t  felf*denial  wiU  ihengtheii  to  &ich  a  degces, 
tJicit  matter  ihaU  became  obedioit  ta  fpirit^  and  .take 
wbalewr  ismsk  the  mind  fhall  fdeaTe.  It  would  not 
be  diiicuit  to  iUutixadc  tbia  idcsr  by  fMb — ^How  da 
tb&vwious  diTorders^  engendered  by  feiriludity,.  bind 
xm  as  with  a  chain !  And  what  aftoni:fl\ing  feats  of 
maftery  will  not  the  exercife  of  fidue  enable  men  to 

As  1  aan  not  in  liie  habits  of  writing  my  fenti* 
meats  frequently,  I  cannot  exprefe  ati  my  thoughts 
upoQ  thiA  fiibjecb^^an^  perhaps. what  has.  been  writ*  • 
ten,  is  but  little  to  the  purpofe.  It  wtil  l»wwer,  I 
hope^  ferve  to  pno^se  mty  wilKngnc&  la  cowiply  with 
your  intimations,  and  it  will  aUb  adbrd^  me  an  occa- 
(ioa  to  afliire  yoa  of  tbe  affedHonate  regard  with 
whick  I  remain.  My  dear  Sir, 

Moft  refpeafiiHy  Your  s, 

B.  J. 

y4  Lij? 
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Lift  of  Writers  upon  fh^  Reft  oration^  continued  from 
Page  106. 

DR,  Thomas  Newton,  Biftiop  of  Briftol,  and 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  London,  he  died  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1782.  He  was  a  man  of  eminent  learning, 
and  exceedingly  well  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures,, 
efpecially  with  the  prophetic  part  of  them.  His  Dif- 
fertations  on  the  Prophecies  are  a  well  known  work, 
and  mod  juftly  efteemed.  The  argument  for  the 
divinity  of  Scripture,  taken  from  the  fulfilment  of 
prc^Aecy,  is,  .by  the  Bifhop,  reprefented  with  great 
force.  If  the  levity  of  the  prefent  age  would  fufffcr 
itfelf  to  attend  to  this  argument,  the  torrent  of  infi- 
delity would  be  immediately  flopped,  as  it  is  a  theme 
that  cannot  be  exhaufted,  but  goes  on  with  increaf-: 
ing  force,  according  as  Providence  realizes  the  trulii 
of  profrfiecy  by  its  fiilfilment. 

If  any  fl:udent  in  divinity  would  have  a  'gen«^ , 
and  conne6led  view  of  this  important  fiibjeft,  let  him 
read  Biihpp  Newton  upon  the  Prophecies  that  havR 
been  fulftlledy  witji  Mr.  Winchefter's  Lectures  upon 
the  Prophecies,  which  reTuain  to  he  fulfilled.  In  his 
Diflertations  on  Future  Pupifhmcnt,  he  in  the 
plained  manner,  declares  his  belief  qf  the  reftitution 
of  alj  things,  as  a  do6lrine  congenial  with  the  divine 
perfedtions,  and  with  the  general  tenor  of  Scripture, 

The  late  Dr.  George  Cheyne,  a  phyfician  of  great 
learning  and  abilities — in  the  chara6ler  given  him  \\\ 

tliQ 
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the  Encydopoedia  Britannica,  it  is  faid,  that  a  (pint 
of  piety  and  benevolence,  and  a  zeal  for  the  interefls 
of  virtue,  are  predominant  throughout  his  writings/ 
An  amiable  candor  and  ingenuity  are  alfo  difcemi-r 
ble,  and  led  him  to  retracft  with  readinefs,  whatever 
appeared '  to  him  to  be  cenfurable  in  what  he  had 
formerly  advanced.  He  fcems  to  have  held  the  uni-r 
verfal  dodlrine  upon  philofophical  grounds.  In  his 
Hiilofophical  Conjedures  on  the  original  animal  bo  Jy, 
page  27,  he  fays,  *  Our  whole  creation,  our  entire 
^Jyftemy  in  regard  to  our  defaced  and  fpoiled  planet^ 
^  labours  like  flaves  at  the  oar,  is  in  travail,  and  in  a' 
^  perpetual  fermentation  and  effervejcenccy  as  in  a  ma- 
^  lignant  fever,  working  for  a  crife  and  delivery. 
^  Some  individuals  may  be  delivered  fooner,  fomc 
^  later,  accordmg  as  their  expiation  and  purification 
^  is  perfected  ;  anct^  laft  the  whole  fyftem,  and  all 
^  its  inhabitants,  muft  naturally  and  neceflarily,  but 
^  harmonioufly  or  analogically,  and  according  to  ge- 
^  neral  laws,  undergo  fbme  great  and  violent  crife^ 
^  and  an  univerfal  goal-delivery  will  be  brought 
^  about;  but  when  and  how  this  will  be  accomplifticd,' 
^  is  beyond  conje6lure  ;  ^*  a  thoufand years  are  hut  as 
*^  a  day  here,  and  the  ways  of  the  Almighty  are  paft 
"  finding  out.'^  The  following  anecdote  is  related 
of  him — That  his  youth  had  been  fpent  in  clofe  ftudy, 
^nd  in  great  temperance ;  but  coming  to  fettle  at 
London  when  about  thirty  years  old,  and  finding 
fhe  younger  gentry  and  free  livens  to  be  the  moll 
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wiy  of  aocofe,  wd  km^  (UfcjqptiWe,  of  inwdfliiji^  Im 
cU%ngEt4  on  a  ftiidea  hi&  foraver  awiner  of  lUe,  ia 
ordejr  to  for^  a  trade.  The  ooufcqueuce  was,  that 
he  gjrwp  d^ljf  i^a  bulfc,  aad  inr  intioaacy  with  hi&  gay 
g^yaiotanoc^  cwrriving  in  time  to  fuch  an  enormoua 
%^  that  be  e?;ceeded  thirty-two  ftoae  weig;ht,  and 
he  was.  obHifed  to  have  the  whole  fide  of  his  chariot 
iBfl^Q  opom  tQ  receive  him  iato  it ;  he  g'ew  IKort-. 
lMeajthie4^  lethargic^  aervous^  and  fcorbutic,  fo  that 
hia  life  hecaroe.  aa  iotoJbcablo  burden.  In  thi3  der- 
plorable  c^cM^itioo,,  a^j  having  tried  all  the  power 
of  m^i^cino  in  vain,  he  rciblved  upon  a  mUk  and 
v^tabi^  diet,,  thej  good  offefta  of  which  quickly  ap- 
^lesred.  Uia  fi^.  was,  reduced  aimoG:  a  third,  and  he^ 
i:ecwered  his  ftrengthj^  a<9:ivitjf,  and  cheerfulneifis^ 
Wth  thftpjexfocSt  ufe  of  all  hisi  faeulties-  In  {hort,  by 
^r  regular  ad(h«^wo  to  tbia  re;jii»en,  be  lived  to  a 
wateire  period*,  d)jiag  at  tJtie  age  of  7'2-  Thi^  is.  a 
ib:ik.iq^  pwofi.  that  mu^h  more  may  be.  done  to- 
wird^  refiqiipg  l)J£altb.by  i:egjmen,  tlian  by  mcdicin^, 
MiwaJt,  QjatbPX  o£  the  World  Unmalked,  or  the 
PbilcHc^h^j:  Xhp  gr^oteft,  Cheat,  ia  2  vols. 
.  This  writer:,  I  be&ve,  viQ»kSL,Fr^cJmum,  but  a^  his 
>»orJk  h  i«i  E^iPh  ^^  naentioft  bioa.  In  the  ad 
cdjto:^!?,  xol.  ii*;  pa^e  3P^  we  rwad  a^  follows :  '  Jefus 
^  Ghiciil  cottie.  to  Jaw.  aJi.  men^  and  this.  is.  repjcated  ia 

*  al ux^fir  exery  pgige  oi  the  New  Teilament. 

'  It.  \^  true,  that  among  tb^  divines  who  maintain 

•  the.etemity  of  torBg^CTls,  thofc  called  CaJvinifts  un^ 

^  '  derftand 


*  tieivs,  an4  t^  Ar^fuan;  tt^«.  th%  moidik  m  ft  FQ^C 
^  dMjt  God  oie;F9  all  n^i^  tbe  gmBid  f  ^c^fy  i«)f  ifA' 
«  veM(#  :  \?W^  fu<el^  <UwiJi(«5  ^  ^eitR  tfei  fjtpmily.  qf 

*  ttd^t  t^iju^AfptPk  Jwd  bfdve  a  1^!^  ti^U  **  tJw  ddWK 

<  WJi^9|bipct  of  Vm^^fqijfis. .  than  t^  ^)(9)^,  beUi^ 

*  lAo^  ^ten^.    He  Q5:j»ei%,   %  *1»»X5>  «^  POftMw 

*  will,,  whicfe  fipPWar  cvf  late?-  \«^l  l|a>i%  iiMi  €fS©^  «M 
*B<4ab^?e,¥(iA»tM^»Wifnaj|bftfty^     }<«m» 

<  C9We  to  fesT4rtl»if|f  nxMW  |«tic»ia»r,     J<9^  C|iiq|ft 

'  i^ajKtx  *lli  tibiivgsi  «w  f»  ft*  fiKwii  fcpwig  f^red.  Vial 

<  tI«!R%  w)ul4  bQ  bufe.i  hftwjtful  fo  nftQM(4,  wfcilft  Vm 

ti|»  ^rUiHi^^  oC  eA^roa],  «»)9^x  iiB  «  gMsJt  cw^  oC 
Pili^  ^iPfWiie  iQ«»y/  Vvijdi^ginp^ii^  H«-^^UMtl  «* 
%p<^tei»  tliiis,  wl»eb  <k^iirv«  ^m!k  Q««^4e«^iQa,  m 
'3gh«jtth9;09P]biSMrenf>^b«4imi)|t;1JH^  C«l«i«te  m^iim 

lMv«^  but  M|K«i  VlQ!;  g^^Mndi  oC  ttw  UwvoDSrfl.RAftfth 
F^wicis  LeiMfter,  A.  B:  fimnoily  ^  F«(eK*>BMiA) 

St. 
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St.  Thomas's  ClifFand  of  all  Saints,  Lewes.  In  1788^ 
be  publiftied  two  good  fermons,  intitled,  •  Chrifl 
glorified  in  the  falvation  and  reftoration  of  all  man- 
kind.' In  page  69  of  which  work  he  fays,  '  But  the 
Scripture  which  crowns  all,  and  the  laft  which  I  fhall 
bring  into  proof  is  Rev.  v.  13.  Here  every  creattire 
which  is  in-  Heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the 
fcarth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea,  and  all  that  are  in 
them,  are  heard  faying,  bleffing,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  Here 
all  creation  is  at  his  feet,  and  that  not  with  tears  in 
their  eyes,  or  petitions  in  their  hands  ;  not  with 
crying  and  fupplications,  or  weepifig  like  John, 
in  ch.  iv.  becaufe  things  were  hidden  and  kept  fe- 
cret ;  hut  with  joy  in  their  hearts,  and  praifes  in 
tbeir.  mouths ;  with  melody  on  their  lips,  and  halle- 
lujahs on  their  tongues ;  with  looks  and  countenances 
full  of  fatisfa<9:ion  and  delight ;  and  their  faces,  in- 
ftead  of  gathering  blacknefs,  turning  into  palenefs,- 
or  being  covered  with  fhame  and  confufion  (as  once 
was  the  cafe  with  fome  of  them)  they  all  now  fhine 
as  the  Sun,  replete  with  light,  life,  and  love,  full  of 
Ccftacy  and  rapture !  And  that  beCaufe  the  book 
written  within  and  on  the  backfide,  and  fealed  with 
feven  feals,  is  now  opened  and  unfealed,  and  all 
things  revealed  and  explained.  Their  own  cafos  par- 
ticularly unfolded  to  their  view,  with  all  the  ways 
wd  means  their  loving  Saviour  took  to  bring  theni 

to 
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to  the  fituation  thfey  are  now  in,  with  other  inintolcs 
of  grace  and  love,  &c.  Where  then  there  ,  is  uni^ 
verfal  praife  and  thankfgiving^  univerjal  iafjaon^  and 
love,  and  both  Heaven  and  earth  founding  and  rejdtmd^ 
ing  acclamations  of  joy  cmd  peace ^  there  mu^ht  umver^ 
falfalvationJ* 


THE  METHODISTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Univerfali/Fs  Mifcellany. 

Sir, 

I  Have  for  fome  years  feen  with  great  pleafure  the 
fuccefs  of  the  Methodift  conne6tion.  The  great 
circulation  of  the  Arminian  Magazine  efpecially 
has  given  me  peculiar  fatisfa<ftion,  .  I  have  long 
thought  that  Rev.  iii.  8.  was  applicable  to  that  pious 
body  of  people.  '  Thou  haft  kept  my  word,  and  haft 
not  denied  my  name!  Now  what  is  the  name  of  the  Son 
of  God  that  is  there  mentioned?  We  know  that  he 
hath  many  names,  all  of  them  expreffive  of  power,  or 
truth,  or  love.  But  there  is  one  great  name  of 
Chrift,  which  feems  particularly  to  be  meant  here 
Now  if  we  can  find  fome  name  of  the  Mediator  in 
which  his  glorious  charadler  is  moft  fully  exprefled, 
this  will  bid  fair  to  be  the  name  in  queftion.  When 
the  angel  announced  the  birth  of  Chrift  to  Jofeph," 
hefaid,  '  And  thou  (halt  call  his  name  JeftiSy  for  he 
fliall  fare  his  people  from  their  fins !'  The  common 

glofi 


1  •#         ftift  »)ftV«!liAt1St%  HUbi^hnsfi 

^toU  fifMI  16  thU  phiftfe^ ""  #/*  jw?oj^fe,^  i«,  all  the  tetec?^> 
«>  dl  wflO  bbYm%  ift  hitt.  It  is  of  little  iffipbrt^hcitf 
Whicll  €f  thdfe  ittttfprciatSWiS  *ltj  r^etivecl,  for  th«* 

Cilvimft  fty6,  all  who  we  ete^ed  will  bfelieve,  ant* 
thft  Affiriniftft  ikp^  feH  WlK)  beHeVfe  ate  di^atd.  Bul, 
Sir,  I  be^  leave  to  fay,  that  the  phrafe  *  #ftr  ptbpky^ 
means  the  Jewijk  people.  I  could  produce,  perhaps, 
M\7j  texts  in  which  it  is  fo  taken.  Let  me  mention  a 
few.  Dent;  xxtiiv  43.  Cbrftpamd  Vrith  Rom.  xv.  10. 
here  the  phrafe  is  exprefely  defcriptive  of  the  Jews. 
Pfal.  iil.  6  a6d  Q.  here  the  Jews  are  called  his  peopUy 
diftinguifhed  from  the  Heathen,  whofe  land  Ihi^y  in- 
herited \  Md  »  bdftg  in  eof^n^fit  with  dod^  whicb 
tUnsa  poDuliar  tt>  them.  Luke  h  6i.  hem  th^  cdtttett 
determiii^,  thai  it  fe  tik  fed^hD^nioh  ^  the  Jdwi^ 
fmopl& which  is  (^en  of^  ^s  It  doeg  al(b  in  v^t  7)^ 
<^t<ie  ftma  eba^er.  Agt^ft,  Luk^  vii.  i6«  th«  phn^ 
iiipi^  ts  expf^jf  fticatit  ^  thd  J^wii.  S^  ^ifti 
Hd)i.  Jt.  )o.  with  Ddttt.  lUt&iK  ^.  and  Pfri.  L  4. 

I  tiank)  Sir,  tt  migbl  ti^Iy  b^  pmved  ^th  ScH^- 
tare  tiMR  tlierti  ll  A  itdMfi^ti^il^  judgmem,  f^vaHii 
tad  {HlflifhtDent  of  the  Jc^Wifh  peopte,  pet^liliAr  to 
thcmfdwc,  fiot  to  thd  m<dufiM  cf  thd  Gkititiles,  but 
diltiatil  fitfm^  t&efn.  I  r€&  fiflut^  Hiiit^  that  the 
abovo  wwdtot*  the  Hn^el  defcfibi  tb^  i^t^tioti  Which 
watf  ta  coHIO  upon  the  J^M/k  pe&pli  th/oygh  hilA^ 
aitd  oci  wbidb  Oi^oUht  he  wft^  to  b^  eiUted  Jejki^  i.  i* 
Savkmr.  This  tskfo^kKxH^  hk  picfk,  th^  Jdwa^  may 
be  ?iMr«44a  its  piegro&y  is  6r^  te  them  that  cim- 

braced 


brmoed  itit  Gof^l  iti  it«  firft  promtilgation.    Thefe 
w«^  very  few  oomjmmtivdy,  for  he  cwne  to  hi«  twfi 
fetjfky  and  his  own  /^fe  received  bim  not.  Thk  fel- 
v«tioo>  therefore,  was  very  partW^  in  regard  of  the 
number  to  wh^m  it  extendi,  but  to  as  rnnny  srt  re-^ 
ceivod  him,  to  thetn  gate  he  power  to  become  the 
foils  of  God.  To  them,  therefore,  he  w««  Jtfmr,  the 
Sfliviour  fk)m  fin.    Secondly,  When  he  cometh  again, 
then  the  Jewifh  Nation  (who  MX  lay  under  the  guilt 
of  htt  Wood)  Ihall  fee  him  whom  they  have  pierced. 
Rev.  i.  7-  Zech.  nii.  10.    They  ftiall  mourn,  and  it 
Ihall  be  a  gracious  mourning,  caufed  by  pouring  out 
the  fpirit  of  grace  and  ^  (upplications,  and  in  that 
day  there  flwll  be  a  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of 
David^  and  to  the  iniabiumfs  rfJerufoiem,  for  fin  and 
OQcIeanneft.  Zech.  xiii.  1 .   It  is  then  that  aH  (liring) 
Ifnd  (hall  be  fared.  Rom.  ii.  16.    This  will  be  a 
great  iaivation  of  hid  JewiCh  people.    Then  will  he 
be  known  eminently  as  Jefiis,  the  Saviour  from  fin. 
But  yet,  eten  when  this  great  woi'k  is  done,  nil  Mr 
Jeijui/t  peopk  will  not  be  faved,  for  it  will  yet  remain ' 
th«t  the  great  multitudes  which  hate  died  in  their 
unbelief  will  be  in  condemnation.    Therefore,  that 
Cairift  might  appear  to  be  JefuSy  in  the  fullcft  fonfe, 
to  his  Jewi/h  people^  we  are  informed  that  God  con- 
cluded them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he  might  hav6. 
mercy  upon  all.  Rom.  xk  ^1.    Here  it  appears  that 
ae  many  of  the  Jews  as  were  fhut  up  m  unbelief,  fi 
many  ihall  the  mercy  of  God  extend  unto.  Then.wilf 

the 
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the  name  Jefus  be  fully  known  to  the  Jews.     Bofy 
the  angel  did  not  anounce  him  to  Jofeph  as  the  Savi- 
our of  any  but  his  Jewijk  people,  yet  his  falvation  is 
not  confined  to  them.    He  is  the  falvation  of  God  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.     His  birth  will  not  be  glad 
tidings  to  the  Jewifh  people  only ;  but  it  fhall  be  fb 
to  all  people,  becaufe  he  is  a  Saviour  Chrift  the  Lord. 
In  him  fhall  all  the  nations ,  kindreds ,  and  families  of 
the  earth  be  blefled.     It  appears  he  fhall  bear  the 
name  Je/us  to  all.     The  greateft  of  all  the  names  of 
Chrift  is  Jefiis.     We  are  informed  that  the  Father 
hath  exalted  him  above  every  name  that  is  named, 
not  only  in  this  age,  but  in  that  alfo  which  is  to  come. 
Ephef.d.  21.     And  God  hath  given  him  a  name, 
which  is  above  every  name,  that  in  the  name  Jefiis 
every  knee  fhould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  and  every 
tongue  confcfs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  Lord  to  the  glory 
of  God  the  Father.  Thus,  Sir,  you  fee  that  the  name 
Jefusy  is  the  greateft   of  all  the  Mediator's  names. 
It  is  the  name  in  which  he  will  fave  his  Jewifti  people 
from  their  fins,  and  in  which  alfo,  he  will  be  the  fal- 
vation of  God,  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

You  will  perhaps  afk,  what  has  all  this  to  do  with, 
the  Methodifts  ?  I  anfwer,  much,  very  much,  in  my 
judgment.  For  they  have  long  contended  for  the 
univerfaliiy  of  redemption  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  I 
do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  they  have  taught  the  refti- 
tution  of  all  things  to  holinefs  and  happinefs  in  Chrift 

Jefus ; 
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I 

Jefus ;  (though  there  are  fomc  ftrong  intimations  of 
this  great  truth  in  feveral  of  their  writings,  which  I 
may  pofiibly  trouble  you  with  fome  other  titne)  but 
they  have  aflerted  the  fufficicncy  of  atonement  for 
all,  that  it  was  defigned  for  all,  that  it  is  offered  to 
all,  that  all  may  hav^  falvation,  if  they  will.     Thus, 
Sic,  they  have  not  denied  the  Mediator's  great  name; 
Jeftis.     Some  Chriftians  have,  I  think^  denied  this, 
and  feemed  to  take  a  pleafure  in  reftridling  the  mer- 
cy of  the  Mofl  High,  aflerting  that  Chrift  did  not  die 
for  all.     I  have  often  thought  that  our  Mcthodift 
friends  are  harbingers  of  the  appearance  of  the  king-r 
dom  of  Chrift,  which  iliall  univerfally  prevail  on  the 
earth.     In  which  ftate  the  fulnefs  of  grace  (hall  be 
underftood  and  owned  among  men.     And  it  is  with 
conoem  that  I  fee  thefe  champions  for  the  univcr- 
fality  of  the  love  of  God  flopping  fhort,  as  though 
they  were  jealous  of  the  truth  of  their  prcmifcs. — 
Tiiat  they  have  flopped  fhort  is  evident,  not  only  in 
the  great  oppofition,  which  many  among  them  make 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things  (which 
is  only  the  proper  rcfult  of  their  own  premifes)  but 
alfo,  they  have  this  year  changal  part  of  the  Title  of 
their  Magazine.  Their  Magazine  has  continued  above 
twenty  years,  and  the  latter  part  of  its  Title  has  run 
thus,  '  Extra<9:s  and  Original  Pieces  upon  UniverJiJ 
Redemption*     Now,  Sir,  they  have  altcnd  the  Titl^ 
Shis  year.    And  it  now  runs  thus,  '  Extracts  and  Ori- 
^nal  Pieces  upon  General  Redentpiion.^     Any  peribn 
may  be  fatisfied  of  this,  by  confulting  the  Arminian 
Vol.  I.  Z  Magazine 


Magazine  for  January  1 797?  and  tbe-firft  number  gT 
any  ftmner  volume.  As  I  apply,  Rev.  iii.  8.  emi- 
fiently  to  our  Methodiil  brethren,  (b  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  11th  verfe  of  the  lame  chapter  has 
reference  to  them.  *  Hold  f aft  what  thou  hafty  let  no 
man  take  thy  crown.'  What  can  be  the  reafon,  Sir, 
for  their  above  alteration  ?  Does  it  not  look  very 
much  like  giving  up,  a  part  at  leaft,  of  what  they  had? 
How  are  we  to  account  for  this  ?  Had  they  not  con- 
fidered  their  premifes  years  ago  ?  I  think  that  Mr.  J. 
Weftley  did,  many  years  ago,  fte  the  natural  refult 
of  Arminian  principles,  and  that  he  knew  that  the 
.  Univerfal  Rejioration  of  all  lapfed  cr^tures  would  ne- 
ceflarily  follow. 

If  you,  Sif,  think  this  letter  worth  inferting  in  your 
Mifcellany,  I  will,  at  fomp  future  tim^,  giye  proof  of 
the  abpve  from  Mr.  Weftle};'s  writings. 

In  the  mean  time  I  remain.  Sir,  your*s,  &c. 

SENEX. 


POETRY. 

IMPROMPTU  THOUGHTS 

At  thi  Prpyer 'Meeting  in  the  ^/abemade^  on  Good-Friday^  th$. 

ISth  Jpri/f  1797. 

ON  ENTERING  THE  TABEftl^TACLE. 
I. 

WHITFIELD  once  within  this  placc^  ^ 

To  finncr$  made  falyation  known; 
To  Tinners  (hew'd  Jehovah's  face» 
Without  one  iingle  angry  frown. 
II.  But  when  the  fcrvant  of  the  Lord 

By  fyftem  led,  curtail'd  his  lovp,  ^' 

Angels  with  pity  lift'ning  heard, 

Wl^ifc  Satan's  laughing  hoft  approve.  -     llh 
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III.  Soon  may  the  happr  rianc  arrfve 

When  here,  the  All-redeeming  God, 
May  teach  mankind  like  turn  to  liye« 

And  fpread  from  hence  bis  bve  abroad. 

IV.  Then  ihall  thefc  walk  thy  glory  fill. 

And  Chrift  from  hence  exalted  be; 
Here  (hall  his  fervants  root  ont  ill, 
By  thy  vaft  love,  O  Deity ! 

V.  Whitfield  from  HcaT*n  (hall  then  looksjown. 
And  raife'new  praifes  to  thy  name, 
Rejoic'd  to  find  thy  love  mad©  known,  I 

And  all  mankind  thy  praiie  proclaim. 

AFTER  THE  FIRST  HYM»I. 

I.  WHEN  unto  thee  my  God  I  fing. 

Let  facred  truth  didate  the  long ; 
Ne'er  may  I  foar  on  fidion's  wing. 
Or  force  my  mournful  notes  s^ng. 

II.  But  l^t  me  ev'ry  thought  furvey. 

Feel  all  my  wants  and  know  thee  gpodf 
And  take  by  faith  the  living  way 

To  Heav'n,  thro*  Jefu's  clcanfing  blood. 

AFTER  THE  FIRST  PRAYER, 

.Amen,  Jehovah  bear  the  pirayVr, 

Teach  all  mankind  themfelves  to  lee» 
Theirguilt  to  own,  to  thee  draw  near, 

Tbou  All-reftorkig  Deity. 
Then  (ball  we  not  each  other  bfame ; 

9ut  know  mankind  one  family. 
Like  one  unite  to  praife  thy  name. 

And  leave  each  odier^s  confcience  fixe. 

J^ter  ibi  S$c(md  Prayer^  and  dwring  the  Exhortation. 

%.  HEAVENLY  FATHER  hear  our  pray'r. 
To  thy  fervants  now  draw  near. 
All  oui  hearts  uhto  thee  fiee. 
Make  xjfi  of  one  mind  widi  dice. 
No  divided  int'rcft  prove. 
Join  with  Chrift  to  fpread  thy  tefc. 

IL  Ev*ry  day,  oh  Lord,  is  thine, 
^ach  prockitts  thy  hand  divine : 

•-*  We 
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■    We  thro*  each  thy  goodnefe  prove> 
Strire  in  all  Ivk^  thee  to  love. 
Proud  ouV  Saviour's  crofs  to  own> 
Gladly  worship  at  thy  throne. 

111.  Chrift  has  all  our  fins  took  up. 
He  is  ev'ry  day  bur  hope. 
We  thro'  him  triumphant  rife> 
Seize  the  great  Miljenial  prize: 
Gloriovis  with  our  Saviour  reign^ 
His  bright  crown  and  priefthood  gain. 

IV.  Hark,  yc  finners  !  lift'ning  hark  ! 
Finifti'd  is  falvation*s  work: 
Jefus  reigns,  he  all  diredis. 
All  his  fervanls  he  protefls ; 
Let  us  then  his  glory  raife. 
Gratefully  obey  and  praife. 

THE   COKCLUSION. 

Aloud  your  voices  raife, 

Jehovah's  praifes  fing ; 
Omnipotent  in  all  his  ways 

Is  the  eternal  King. 
Our  ftrength  we  dare  not  truft, 

Tliou  art  our  confidence, 
Almighty,  glorious,  wife,  and  juft. 

Our.  only  fure  defence. 

II.  May  all  thy  will  be  done, 
Fulfil  each  vaft  dcfign. 
Make  all  creation  Thee  to  own,. 
And  take  the  Chriftian's  fign.: 
Make  them  thy  Chrift  obey. 
And  own  his  regal  pow'er, 
.  That  all  may  know  his  upright  fway> 
And  Thee  thro'  him  adore. 

HI.  All  hail,  Almighty  Lord, 

Great  King  of  Kings  art  thou ! 
Spread  wide  the  knowledge  of  thy  Word, 

And  lay  all  error  low : 
Ereft  thy  lofty  throne, 

March  on,  all^onq'ring  King.; 
That  all  thy  works  thy  lov^  may  Own,  ^ 

And  glad  obedience  briqg. 


THE 
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EXTRACT  FROM  HENDERSON. 

TO   THE   EDITQR^ 

I  know  not  whetW  the  Wo^k  in  wbichthe  folLw^rW 
ing  exi»<St  is  contained^  has  cpme  under  .your 
obiiervation^  but  at  afiyrate  the  aFgumenta  it  con** 
tains  in  favour  of  the  Refioration  entitle  it  to  a 
place  in  your  Mifcellany^  The  author's  name  iff 
John  Henderfon. 

I  rcanaiij  y^iir  brother  for  Chrift's  feke^ 

ORIGEN^ 

TTTTE  argues  in  the  following  mannen  1ft.  I  lay 
JLJL  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  be  doubted  by  few^ 
and  denied  by  none,  that  whofoever  doth  any  things 
fiasfeeing  the  certmn  event  thereof,  willeth that  event* 
If  a;  parent  fend  children  into  a  wood  wherein  grow 
pdiiboous  berries,  and  certainly  know  that  they  will  eat 
of  them,  it  is  of  no  importance  in  the  confiderations 
of  common  feofc,  that  he  cautions,  forewarns,  or  that 
Voj-.  I.  A  a  they. 
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they,  having  free  will,  may  avoid  the  poifon.    Whcr 
will  not  accufe  him  of  their  death  in  fending  them 
into  circumftances  where  he  foreknew  it  would  hap- 
pcjn  ?  God  foreknows  every  thing  ;  to  his  knowledge 
every  thing  is  certain.     Let  us  fuppofe  him  about  to 
create  twenty  men :  he  knows  ten  of  them  (or  any 
number)  will  become    vicious,   therefore   damned^ 
thence  inherit  the  unceafing  penalty.     Who  doubts 
that  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  wills  the  endy  who  being  al- 
mighty and  all-knowing,  does  that  without  which  it 
could  not  come  to  pafs  ?  But  He  hath  fwom  by  him- 
ielf,  for  he  could  fwear  by  no  greater,  that  he  willeth 
not  the  death  of  him  that  dieth ;  that  is,  he  willeth 
k  not  as  death  finally,  or  fimply,  or  dcftrudlion  irre* 
coverable.     And  if  it  occur,  it  is  a  part  of  his  eco- 
nomy of  grace,  a  miniftration  unto  life ;  for  he  hath 
declared,  that  his  will  is,  that  all  (hould  be  faved ; 
therefore,  the  do6lrine  which  forges  any  contrary 
will,    falfifies  fupreme,  unchangeable   truth.     And 
were  not  reafon  on  my  fide,  I  fay  to  all  objecting 
reafoners,  "  Let  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar.'* 
I  need  not  add  what  a  very  different  view  is  prefentei) 
from  the  doftrine  I  defend. 

2dly.  I  lay  it  down  as  another  indubitable  maxim, 
that  whatfoever  is  done  by  a  Being  of  the  Divine  at- 
tributes, is  intended,  (by  his  goodnefs)  conduced, 
(by  his  wifdom)  and  acc6mplifhed,  (by  his  power)  to 
a  good  end.  Now  all  pofl[ible  good  ends  may  be 
enumerated  under  three  words — Honour,  pleafurc, 

benefit; 
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benefit ;  and  every  one  to  whom  good  can  accrue 
Irom  endlefe  punifhment,  muft  be  tiXhtv  pumjherypu- 
fiijhed,  ox  fellow^creaiure  to  the  punijhed.  Let  us  try 
every  one  of  the  former  three  to  each  of  the  latter. 

ift.  The  punt/her.  Would  it  be  greater  honour  to 
the  puniflier  to  have  his  creatures  miferable  than 
happy  ?  I  will  venture  to  fay  by  proxy  for  every  heart. 
No.  Would  it  be  a  greater  plea/ure  ?  No ;  and  be- 
nefii  to  him  can  be  none. 

2d.  Ftmijhtd.  Endlefs  punifliment  can  be  neithef 
homttTy  pleajurdy  nor  benefit  to  them,  though  punifh- 
ment on  my  fcheme  will  be  of  endlefs  benefit. 

3rd.  The  felJoW':creatures.  It  will  be  as  honourable 
to.  them  as  to  have  one  of  their  family  hanged.  If 
they  have  pleafure  in  it,  they  muft  have  a  diabolical 
heart,  and  muft,  by  the  juft  fearcher  of  hearts,  be 
committed  to  the  place  prepared  for  the  Devil  and 
his  angels.  Benefit  they  can  have  none,  except . 
fafety,  and  that  is  fully  anfwered  by  the  great  gulph, 
by  confinement  till  reformation. 

As  then  unceafing  torments  can  anfwer  no  poffible 
good  end  to  any  one  in  the  univerfe,  I  conclude  them 
to  be  neither  the  will  nor  the  work  of  God. ,  Could 
I  fuppofe  then,  I  muft  believe  them  to  be  infli<Sled 
by  a  wantonnefs,  or  cruelty,  which  words  cannot  ex- 
press, nor  heart  conceive.  But  let  this  be  the  com- 
fort of-  every  humble  foul,  known  unto  God  are  all 
his  works ;  the  Judge  of  all  (hall  do  right ;  and  Ha 
ordereth  all  things  well.     It  hath  pleafcd  him  to  re- 

A  a  2  coacila 
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«onciie  all  tihgs  to  Htmfdf.  Therefore^  to  him  ihall 
tow  every  knee^  and  every  tongue  fhall  fay,  "  I0 
the  Lord  I  have  ftrength,  and  I  have  righteoufnefs." 
Friday,  Afril  28,  1797. 
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NATURAL  HISTORY. 

Conttfmed  from  page  132. 

UMAN  invention  has  been  exercifed  for  feveral 
ages  to  account  for  the  various  irregularities 
of  the  earth.  While  thofe  phik^fophers  mentioned 
m  the  laft  chapter  foe  nothing  but  beauty,  (ymmetry, 
and  order,  there  are  others,  Who  look  upon  the 
gloomy  fide  of  Nature,  enlarge  on  its  defedte,  and 
fecm  to  corifider  the  earth  on  which  they  tread  as  one 
icene  of  extenfive  defolation.  Beneath  its  furfeee 
they  obferve  minerals  and  waters  confufedly  jumbled 
together ;  its  different  beds  of  earth  irregularly  lying 
upon  each  other ;  mountains  rifing  from  places  that 
once  were  level,  and  hills  finking  into  vallies ;  whole 
regions  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea,  and  others'  again 
rifing  out  of  its  bofom ;  all  thefe  they  fuppofe  to  be 
but  a  few  of  the  changes  that  have  been  wrought  in 
our  globe,  and  they  fend  out  imagination  to  defcribe 
it  in  its  primeval  ftate  of  beauty. 

It  feems  to  us  that  thefe  philofophers,  in  a  general 
view  of  it,  have  got  a  true  idea  of  the  former  and  pr e- 
fent  ftate  of  the  earth.    Tradition,  probably,  whofe 

fource. 
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fcarce  was  revelation,  fiarmfhed  them  with  their  firft 
thought  of  what  the  eailh  was,  and  is.  Obfervatioa 
diicovering  widoit  marks  of  confofion  in  the  prefei^ 
appeanmce  of  things^  it  is  eafy  for  them  to  conclud* 
that  the  earth  has  undergone  fome  vaA  and  afflidUng 
ciNUige.  RerelatioQ^  which  in  our  view  contains  the 
true  principles  of  fcience,  gires  a  particular  account 
of  this  change ;  nor  do  we  think  that  the  various  ap* 
pearances  upon  the  furface,  and  in  the  bowds  of 
the  earth  can  be  rationallj  accounted  &>v,  but  by  ad- 
mitting the  Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  Deluge. 

It  would  be  tirefome  to  qur  readers  to  bring  for* 
ward  all  that  has  been  &id  by  the  iyflem  makers. 
Burnet,  Whiifton,  Woodward,  Buffon,  kc.  have  each 
invented  and  promulged  their  iy^em,  and  haye  bad 
tlieir  admir-ers  and  oppofers«     Perhaps  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  give  the  outlines  of  each.    Burnet  fays 
the  eard)  was  at  firft  a  fluid  mefs,  a  chaos  compofed 
of  various  fubf^ances,  differing  both  in  dcnfiQ?  and 
figure ;  thofe  which  were  moft  heavy  iunk  to  the 
center,  and  formed  in  the  middle  of  our  globe  an 
hard  folid  body  ;  thofe  of  a  lighter  nature  remained 
next ;  and  the  waters,  which  were  lighter  flill,  fwani 
upon  its  furface,  and  covered  the  earth  on  every  fide. 
The  air,  and  all  thofe  fluids  which  were  lighter  thaa 
water,  floated  upon  this  alfo,  and  in  the  fame  max>» 
ner  encompaflfed  the  globe  ;  fo  that  between  the  fur- 
rounding  body  of  waters  and  the  circumambient  air^ 
there  was  formed  a  coat  of  oil^  a^d  other  uiK^biotts 
A  a  3  fubflances' 
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fubftances^  lighter  than  water.    However,  as  the  air 
was  ftill  extremely  impure,  and  muft  have  carried  up 
with  it  many  of  thofe  earthly  particles  with  which  it 
once  was  intimately  blended,  it  foon  began  to  defe- 
cate, and  to  depofe  thofe  particles  upon  the  oily  fur- 
face  already  njentioned,  which  foon  uniting  together^ 
the  earth  and  oil  formed  that  cruft,  which  foon  be- 
ldame an  habitable  furface,  giving  life  to  vegetation 
and  dwelling  to  animals. 

The  good  Doftor  fays,  that  the  earth  thus  formed 
was  an  uniform  plain,  every  where  covered  with  ver- 
<iure,  without  mountains,  without^^^x,  or  the  fmalleft 
ineguaJitiis.  It  had  no  difference  of  feafons,  for  its 
equator  was  in  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic,  or,  in  other 
iwords,  it  turned  oppofite  to  the  fun,  fo  that  it  enjoyed 
:one  perpetual  and  luxuriant  fpring.  However,  this 
delightful  face  of  Nature  did  not  long  continue  the 
fame ;  for  afler  a  time,  it  began  to  crack  and  open  in 
.fifiures,  a  circumftance  which  always  takes  place 
when  the  fun  dries  away  the  moifture  from  rich  or 
marfhy  (ituations.  The  crimes  of  the  antediluvian 
world  had  been  for  Ibme  time  preparing  to  draw 
down  the  wrath  of  Heaven  ;  and  they,  at  length,  in- 
duced the  Deity  to  defer  repairing  thofe  breaches  in 
nature.  Thus  the  chafms  of  the  earth  every  day  be- 
•<ame  wider,  and,  at  length,  they  penetrated  to  the 
•great  abyfs  of  waters,  and  the  whole  earth,  in  a  man- 
ner, fell  in.  .Then  enfued  a  total  diforder  in  the  uni- 
fonn- beauty  of  the  firft  creation,  the  terrene  furface 

of 
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cJf  tbc  globe  bedng  brokca  down ;  as  it  funk^  the  wa-^ 
tcrs  guihcd  out  into  its  place ;  the  deluge  became 
unirerfal ;  all  mankind^  except  eight  perfons^  were 
punifhed  with  deftru<Slion,  and  their  pofterity  con- 
demned to  toil  upon  the  ruins  of  defolated  nature. 

He  fuppofes  the  flood  fubfided  fomewhat  ia  the 
following  way.    Thefe  great  mailes  of  earth  falling 
into  the  abyfs,  drew  down  with  them  vaft  quantities 
of  ^r  alfo^  and  by  dafhing  againii  each  other^  and 
breaking  into  finall  parts  by  the  repeated  violence  of 
the  fliock,  they,  at  length,  left  between  them  large  ca- 
vities filled  with  nothing  but  air.  Thefe  cavities  natu^ 
rally  offered  a  bed  to  receive  the  influent  waters;  and 
in  proportion  as  they  filled,  the  face  of  the  earth  be- 
came once  more  vifible.    The  higheft.  parts  of  its 
broken  furface,  now  become  the  tops  of  mountains, 
wore  the  firft  that  a{q)eared4  the  plains  foon  afler 
came  forward,  and,  at  length,  the  whole  globe  was 
delivered  from  the  waters,  except  .the  places  in.  the 
lowed  fituations,  fo  that  the  ocean  and  the  feas  are 
flill  a  part  of  the  ancient  abyfs  that  have  had  no 
place  to  return.     Iflands  and  rocks  are  fragmeiit*  of 
thc5  earth's  former  cruft;  kingdoms  and  continents 
are  larger  maijes  of  its  broken  fubftence ;.  and  all  th^ 
inequalities  that  are  found  on  the  furface  of  the  prc^ 
fent  earth  are  owing  to  the  accidental  confiifion  into 
which  both  e^rth  and  waters  were  then  thrown. 
In  the  above  Iketch  there  arc   fome  probable 
A  a  4  ^oughtitf 


^Ithou^itB,  mixed  with  Able,  and  both  texpreflfed  m 
pleafing  and  eafy  language,  for  Burnet  tvbs  a  man  of 
polite  If^uning ;  but  when  he  1^  Mofes,  ^mbo  is  the 
only  trae  guide  on  this  fubja^l,  he  was  loft,  and  only 
vent  on  to  ^mufe  mankind  with  a  pleafing  ^xicy. 

Woodward  begins  Us  tbeoiy  by  ail^ting,  that  all 
terrene  Afafiances  are  diipofed  in  ibeds  of  various  mU 
tores,  lying  horizontally  one  over  the  other,  fome*  ■ 
what  like  the  coats  of  an  onion ;  thait  th^  are  re^^- 
plete  with  fhcUs  and  other  produdlions  of  the  fea  i 
thefer  (hells  being  found  in  the  deepefl:  cavities,  an4 
on  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains.    Fiiom  ttn^. 
obfervations,  which  afe  warranted  bjr  experience,  hd 
proceeds  to  obierve,  \hst  theie  ihells  and  extraneous 
foiffils  ai<e  not  productions  of  the  eaf1d>,  but  are  all 
^Qs&A  remains  of  thofe  animals  wihrcb  tbey  am  buowi^ 
X^  tcfembfe ;  that  ail  the  beds  <xf  the  earth  lie  undo^- 
each  other,  in  the  odrder.  of  their  ^)eci£c  gravity,  moA ' 
that  they  are  difpofed  as  if  th(^  had  been  left  there 
by  fiibfiding  waters*     All  thefe  aflertions  he  affirms 
witfi  much  carneftnefs,  but  experience  contaradiiHs 
hvm  in  one  of  them,  for  we  often  find  layers  of  ftone 
dv^  the  ligbteft  foils,  and  the  fofteft  earth  ander  the 
jben.feft  bodies.    His  other  aflertions  weappr^nd 
to^  bt  feme*  He  goes  On  to  fay,  that  from  the  appear-* 
smces  libovementionedj  all  the  fobftaixses  of  whfcb 
th^  e^^l^h  is ^mpofed,  were  oncem  a  flute  of  actual 
dHl^teftidn.    This  univerfal  diflblution  he  takes  to 
bw^^jippeaedat  the  time  of  ibe  flood,  Hefuppofe« 

that 


thift  fit  that  tinye  a  body  of  wsfter^  which  w»  then  in 

the  center  of  tbe  earfh,  inking  \inth  Itnit  which  was 

found  on  the  farfeoe,  fo  for  fepsauted  tho  terreno 

parts^  as  to  mingle  all  together  in  one  fluid  mxCs ;  the 

c3ontent8  of  which  afterwards  finking,  accotding  to 

their  refpe6live  ^vitids,  produced  tht  pmfent  ^ 

pearances  of  fhe  earth.    Behig  Wfmce,  however,  of 

an  obje6)ion,  thdt  foflil  ibbftances  are  not  feund  dif- 

iblved,  he  afErms,  and  renders  it  very  probable,  that 

the  parts  of  animals  have  a  ftronger  coheik)^  than 

tbofe  of  minerals ;  and  that  while  even  the  hardeft 

rocks  may  be  diiS^ved^  bones  and  (bells  may  ftill 

continue  entire.      Perhaips  Woodward^s  theory  is 

nearer  to  the  truth  than  moft  others  that  have  been 

pficmiulged  by  modem  phdlofophers. 

Whifton  i^ppofesthe  earth  to  have  been  originally 
a  comet;  and  he  conikletB  the  hiftoiy  of  the  crea*» 
tion,  as  given  us  in  Scripture,  to  have  its  commence- 
ment juft  when  it  was  taken  by  the  hand  of  the  Crea^i- 
tor,  to  be  more  regularly  placed  as  a  planet  in  our 
(yftem.  Before  that  time  he  fuppofes  it  to  have  been 
a  globe  without  beauty  or  proportion,  a  world*  in  dis- 
order, fubjedt  to  all  the  vicilStodes  which  comets 
endure,  fome  of  which  have  been  fuppofed  to  be,  at 
different  periods,  a  tiioufand  times  hotter  than  melted 
i^n ;  at  others,  a  thoufand  times  colder  than  ice* 
Hieie  alternations  of  heat  and  cold,  continoally  meit^ 
iBg  and  free;»ing  the  iutfece  of  the  earth,  be  fuppofes 
Ip  have  produced^  td  a  certam  depths  a  chaos  entirely 

rcfembling 
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refenb'ling  thdt  defcribed  by  the  poets,  furroundingf 
the  folid  contents  of  the  earth,  which  ftill  continued 
unchanged  in  the  midft,  making  a  great  burning 
globe  of  more  than  two  thoufand  leagues  in  diame- 
ter. This  furrounding  chaos,  however,  was  far  from 
being  folid ;  he  refembles  it  to  a  denfe,  though  fluid 
^tmofphere,  compofed  of  fubftances  mingled,  agi- 
tated, and  fhocked  againfl  each  other ;  and  in  this 
diforder  he  defcribes  the  earth  to  have  been  juft  at 
the  eve  of  creation. 

But  upon  its  orbit  being  then  changed,  when  it 
was  more  regularly  wheeled  round  the  fun,  every 
thing  took  its  proper  place ;  every  par(  of  the  fur- 
rounding  fluid  then  fell  into  a  fituation,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  was  light  or  heavy.  The  middle,  or  cen- 
bal  part,  which  always  remained  unchanged,  flill 
continued  fo,  retaining  a  part  of  that  heat  which  it 
received  in  its  primeval  approaches  towards  the  fun, 
which  heat  he  calculates  may  continue  for  about  fix 
thoufand  years.  Next  to  this  fell  the  heavier  parts  of 
the  chaotic  atmofphere,  which  ferve  to  fuftain  the 
lighter ;  but  as  in  defccnding  they  could  not  entirely 
be  feparated  from  many  watery  parts,  with  which 
they  were  intimately  mixed,  they  drew  down  a  part 
of  thefe  alfo  with  them,  and  thefe  could  not  mount 
again  after  the  furface  of  the  earth  was  confolidated ; 
they,  therefore,  furrounded  the  heavy,  firfl:  defccnd- 
ing parts,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thefe  furround  the 
central  globe.    Thus  the  entire  body  of  the  earth  is 

compofed 
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C50TOix)fed  moft  internally  of  a  great  burning  globe: 
•next   which  is  placed  an  heavy  terrene  fubftance, 
tl:iat  encompafles  it;  round  ^\diich  alfo  is  circumfufed 
3.  body  of  water.     Upon  this  body  of  water,  the  cruft 
of  earth  on  which  we  inhabit  is  placed :  fo  that,  ac- 
cording to  him,  the  globe  is  compofed  of  a  number 
of  coats,  or  Ihells,  one  within  the  other,  all  (rf  dif- 
ferent denfities.     The  body  of  the  earth  being  thus 
formed,  the  air,  which  is  the  lighteft  fubftancc  of  all, 
furrounded  its  furface;  and  the  beams  of  the  fun 
darting  through,  produced  that  light  which,  we  are 
told,  firft  obeyed  the  Creator's  voice. 

The  whole  oeconomy  of  the  creation  being  thug 
adjufted,  it  only  remained  to  account  for  the  rifings 
and  depreffions.on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  with  the 
other  feeming  irregularities  of  its  prefent  appearance. 
The  hills  and  vallies  are  confidered  by  him  as  formed 
by  their  preffing  upon  the  internal  fluid,  which  fuf- 
tains  the  outward  Ihell  of  the  earth,  with  greater  or 
lefs  weight:  thofe  parts  of  the  earth  which  are  hea- 
vieft,  fink  into  the  fubjacent  fluid  more  deeply,  and 
become  vallies :  thofe  that  are  lighteft,  rife  higher 
upon  the  earth's  furface,  and  are  called  mountains. 

Such  was'  the  face  of  Nature  before  the  deluge; 
the  earth  was  then  more  fertile  and  populous  than  it 
is  at  prefent;  the  life  of  man  and  animals  was  ex- 
tended to  ten  times  its  prefent  duration ;  and  all 
thefe  advantages  arofe  fix)m  the  fuperior  heat  of  the 
central  globe,  which  ever  fiace  h^s  been  cooling.   As 

itg 
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its  he^t  wa^  tbeh  in  its  fuU  powtr^  the  genial  prirra^ 
pie  was  alio  much  greater  thaa  at  preTent ;  yegeta^ 
tion  and  animal  increaie  wca^  canied  on  with  m^ro 
vigour,  and  all  nature  ieeiDed  teeming  with  the  feedjt 
of  life.    But  thefe  phyfical  advantages  were  only  pro-» 
duftfye-  of  irtoral  evil ;  the  warmth  invig<M^ted  the 
bady^increafed  die  paffioms  and  appetites  of  the  mind  ^ 
and,  as  man  Irecame  more  powerful,  he  grew  lefe  in-f 
nocent.    It  was  found  neceflary  to  punifh  his  dqm- 
Yity;  and  all  iiving  creatorea  CKCcpt  the  fifhes^  who 
Kving  in  a"  cold  element  were  not  fubje<9:  to  a  fimi^ 
litude  of  guilt,  wcpe  overwhelmed  by  the  deluge  irt 
Bniverfe]  deftnuftion. 

This  deluge,  which  fimple  believers  are  willing  tfli 
flfcnbe  to  a  miracle^  pbilofoplhers  have  long  been  d«-i 
firoBB  to  accouwt  for  by  natural  cawfes:  they  have 
rttero^cd  to  prove  that  the  earth  could  never  fupply 
from  any  rdervoir  towards  its  cerrter,  nor  the  atmof^ 
phare  by  any  difcharge  from  above,  fuch  a  quantity 
of  water  as  would  cover  the  forfoce  of  the  globe  to  a 
certain  depth  over  the  tops  of  our  higheft  mountains; 
Whifloa  has  found  water  enough,  and  more  tiian 
fufiicient  in  the  tail  of  a  cornet^  for  he  feems  to  allot 
comets  a  very  aAive  part  in  the  great  operations  of 
mature. 

He  calculates,  with  great  feenring  precifion,  the 
year^  the  month,  and  the  day  of  the  week  on  which 
this  comet  (which  has  paid  the  earth  feme  vifitsfince, 
tbou^  at  a  kmder  diilance)  mvolved  our  globe  in  its 

taiU 


t^U.     The  tail  he  fuppofes  to  be  a  vaporous  fluid 
rubftance,  exhaled  from  the  body  of  the  cornet,  by 
the  extreme  heat  of^the  fun,  and  increafing  in  pro- 
portion as  k  approached  that  great  luminary.     It 
was  in  this  that  our  globe  was  involved  at '  the  time 
of  the  deluge;  and,  as  the  earth  lltll  a<fted  by  its 
natural  attradion,  it  drew  to  itfelf  all  the  watery  va- 
pours which  were  in  the  comet's  tail ;  and  the  in- 
ternal waters  being  alfo  at  the  fame  time  let  loofe,  in 
a  very  fhort  fpace,  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains 
were  laid  under  the  deep. 

The  punifliraent  of  the  deluge  being  thus  com- 
pleted, and  all  the  guilty  deftroyed,  the  earth,  which 
^ad  been  broken  by  the  eruption  of  the  internal  wa- 
ters, was^alfo  enlarged  by  the  fame ;  fo  that  upon  the 
comcfs  recefs,  there  was  found  room  fufficient  in 
the  internal  abyfs,  for  tlie  recefs  of  the  fuperflooug 
waters;  whither  they  all  retired,  and  lefl  the  earth 
ttncovered,  but  in  fome  rcfpecSls  changed,  particu- 
larly in  its  iigufie,  which,  from  being  rounds  was 
now  become  oblate.  In  this  univerfal  wreck  d  Na^ 
tare,  Noah  (urvived^  by  a  variety  of  happy  caufes, 
to  re-people  the  earth,  and  to  give  birth  to  a  race  of 
W^UfJlow  in  believing  fuch  iJUimagined  theories  of  tie 
iorth. 


QUESTION 
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QUESTION  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

WHAT  is  Natural  Confciencey  and  how  are  its 
workings  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  op>e- 
rations  of  the  Spirit  of  God?  An  anfwer  to  this  quef^ 
tion  by  any  of  your  correfpondcnts,  would  oblige 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 


ANECDOTE 

Of  Lord  Rochejier  and  Dr.  Barrow. 

ALMOST  every  body  has  heard  of  the  wit  and 
the  wickednefs  of  Lord  Rochefter,  in  the 
time  of  Charles  the  Second.  Dr.  Barrow,  the  great 
mathematician,  was  a  man  of  remarkable  gravity,  a 
chaplain  to  the  fame  monarch.  It  is  laid  that  Ro- 
chefter  and  fome  of  his  gay  companions,  feeing  the 
Do6lor  walking  one  morning  in  the  park,  made  up 
to  him,  and  with  a  polite  congee^  Rochefter  faid, 
^  Good  morning  to  you  Dodlor,  I  am  your  humble 
fervant  to  the  center  of  gravity^  The  Do6lor  re-: 
plied  ;  ^  Good  morning  to  your  Lordfliip,  I  am  your 
humble  fervant  to  the  Antipodes^  This  repartee 
drew  the  laugh  upon  the  wag,  who,  not  willing  to 
lofe  his  jeftj  repeated  his  bow,  and  faid.  *  Do6lor,  I 
am  your  humble  fervant  to  the  center  of  hell.'  The 
Do6lor  turning  upon  his  heel,  replied  ;  ^  And  there, 

my 
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my  Lord,  I  leave  you.'  In  the  firft  inftance,  the 
DoiSlor  anfwered,  ^  a  fool  according  to  his  folly,  left 
he  fhould  be  wife  in  his  own  conceit  :*  in  the  fe- 
cond,  he  anfwered,  ^  not  a  fool  according  to  his 
folly,  left  he  Ihould  be  like  him/  The  late  Mr. 
John  Ryland  ufed  to  fay,  this  was  the  beft  comment 
upon  Proverbs  xxvi.  4  and  5,  that  he  had  ever 
heard  of. 


ANSWER  TO  THE  DISSERTATION  UPON 
JONAH.    See  page  64. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Umverfall/Fs  Mlfcellany. 

Sir, 

ON  perufing  your  Mifcellany,  I  obferve  a  ftric- 
ture  without  any  fignature,  on  the  prophecy  of 
Jonah,  in  which  the  author  differs  fo  materially  from 
the  Bible  tranflation,  that  as  a  friend  to  prophecy,  I 
cannot  pafs  it  without  comment.     He  obferves,  that 
he  is  juftified  in  thus  deviating,  by  precedent,  and 
that  fo  far  from  depreciating  the  ftory,  he  concludes 
that  he  is  confirming  it.     But  he  muft  pardon  me 
when  I  aflert,  that  far  otherwife  is  the  cafe.     If  his 
tranflation  be  the  true  one,  (but  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
diffent)  Jonah's  lituation  might,  without  any  idea  of 
miraculous  interpofition,  be  attributed  to  chance,  and 
confequently  give  room  for  the  cavillers,  or  vain  dif- 
puters  of  this  world  to  take  advantage.    The  inten- 
tion 


t\(m  of  this  author^  I  doubt  not^  is  good,  and  his  ol>* 
fcrvatioas  ingenious,  but  they  are  certainly  ill 
grounded. 

According  to  Jo(ft$Jiu6,  who  doubtlefs  underftood 
the  Hebrew  language,  it  was  a  j^,  a  large  ^jSk, 
Our  tranflators  may  be  wrong  in  fubftituting  the 
whale^  in  preference  to  any  other  fpecies  of  fifh, 
(which  doubtlcfs  originated  from  its  being  the' laired: 
fifli  we  are  acquainted  with)  but  they  are,  agreeable 
to  the  or^nal,  jofttfied  in  aferfttng  it  to  a  fifh — See 
Sept.  Jonah  i.  17.     God  prepared,  or  ordered  Keeter 
Megahoy  2^grea4  whale  or  fifli  of  fome  kind,  to  fwal- 
low  Jonah,  and  he  was  in  KoiUa  ton  Keetous  in  the 
belly  of  the  filOi,  &c.    See  ajlb  Matth.  xii.  40— He 
was  in  Koilia  ton  Keetous ;  I  have  no  idea  of  this  au- 
thor's wifhing  to  invalidate  the  miracle,  I  deteft  any 
uncharitable  thought;  but  as  I  obferved  above,  hit 
comment  may  have  a  bad  efFe6l;  there  are  many 
who  are  ever  ready  to  take  advantage,  and  whofe 
grcateft  happinefs  is  placed  in  the  ©opportunities  that 
may  offer,  fo  as  to  admit  difpUtc.     Confcious,  (forty 
I  am  to  fay)  that  if  prophecy  be  true,  their  cafe  is 
defperate.     I  am  ready  to  allow  as  much  licence  a& 
any  man  to  inveftigation,  and  to?  admit  of  alteration^ 
if  it  is  for  the  better  underftanding  the  Scriptures ; 
but  authors  (hould  be  particularly  cautious,  that 
while  they  give  a  loofe  to  imagination,  they  do  not 
wander  too  far,^  and  by  that  means,  rather  weaken 
than  fubftantiate  thjs,  tfuths  for  which  they  contend. 

Now 
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Wow.  let  US  for  a  moment  take  a  retrofpeA  of  the 
two   modes  of  traiifllation,  naraely-r-The  Authcwrsi 
and  the  Bible.    The  latter  fays,  Jontih  was  caft  into. 
tbe    fea,  and.  fwallbwed  by  a  fiflii;  that  after  three 
da^,  the  filh. vomited  him  up,  and  caft  him  on  tbe, 
Jbore,     The  former  fays,  he  was  thrown  by  the  fwell- 
ing  of  the  furge,  into  a  cavity  in  the  rock,  and  from 
thence  a  wave  cafl;  him  on  J^ore.     Which  of  the  twji^i 
appears  the  moft  miraculous,  I  trufl;,  need  hardly,  be 
alked — for  nothing  (fhort  of  a  miracle,  that  is,  of  ,a 
Divine  intcrpofition,  could  pofllbly.have  caufed  fuel* 
a  change,  as  inftantly  took  place  on  his  being  caft 
overboard.     Jonah,  in  oonfequence  of  difobedicnce,  . 
was  punifhed;  helthottght  fbolifhly  to  flee  from  God, 
but  Oumipotence- brought  him  to  hi^  fenfes,  and 
Convinced  him  that  Jehovah  reigneth,  every  whero*--: 
the  ftorm  arofe,  and  the  ihip  to  all  human  appearance 
was  condemned,  togtt&ar  with  its  inhabitants,  to  utter 
deftrutSlion.      Jonah,   confcious    that    he  was  the 
tranfgreflpr,  offers  biirifelf  voluntarily,  as  the  only 
means  of  falvation  to  the  reft.     "  Caft  me,*'  fays  hft 
*^  intOjthe  fea;  I  am  the  caufe  of  the  Almighty's  thuft 
^jpofiiig  you  all  to  danger."     Andj'lq!  the  very  in- 
ftafit  l^s  body  felt  the  water,  the  ftorm  cje^d — ^and 
the  fame  Power,  in  order  to  convince  him  of  error, 
and  prefcrve  him  from  utter  deftru6lion,  caufed  a 
fifti  to  open  its  mouth  and  fwallow  him  up:  he  re- 
mained, as  the  original  faith,  three  days  in  this  con- 
finement, jyid  then  was  caft  on  ftiore,  his  faculties 
Vol*  I.       ,  B  b  unimpaired* 
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unimpaired.    Jofepbus  obfervcs,  be  was  caft  upon** 
ibt  Euxme  Sea;  this  could  not  have  been  the  caie, 
if  he  bad  been  thrown  into  a  rock  on  his  quitting  the 
fliip — ^the  fifti  muft  have  conve}'ed  him  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  whence  lie  took  him  up.     On   the 
other  hand,  chance,  as  I  faid  before,  migkt,  (I  do  not 
stflertas  a  fa6l  to  invalidate  miracles)  by  placing  him 
in  the  way  of  a  wave,  have  thrown  him  into  the  ca- 
vern, or  hole  in  the  rock.     Atid  agiatn,  chance  migfat 
difpoffefs  him  of  his  flrong  hold,  tremendous  as  it 
was,  and  by  the  fame  means  precipitate  him  to  the 
diore :  I  do  not  aflert  that  cbance  did  all  that  was 
done,  but  I  will  fey  chance  mgit.    But  be  it  ob« 
ferved,  chance  could  never  abate  the  furj'  of  the  wa- 
tery element;    chance  could  never  have  fuilained 
refpiiation  in  the  belly  of  an  animal;  chance  could 
never  have  dire<9:ed  the  fifh  where  to  convey  him; 
or,  eould  chance  have  caufed  the  fifh  to  difgoi]ge 
itfelf,  fb  as  to  land  him  fafe.    And  what  is  more  re- 
markable, although  he  was  taken  by  a  different  rout, 
yet  iliH  be  was  landed  in  fmdi  a  fituation,  as  to  ghtt 
him  an   opportunity  of  preceding  to  his  defHnsd 
place,  ttam^Iy,  Nineveh,  without  again  eroffing  the 
fea.     If^his  6bfervation  is  worthy  of  a  ^ce  id  your 
MifceBany^  it  is  at  your  fervice. 

I  am,  Sir, 

A  friend  fa  revealed  MeJig'm. 
April  i  J,  1797. 
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LtforiMatim  r^fedAng  Mr^  Winc|IEster. 

1Extra6l  of  a  Letter  from  Mofei  Byng  to  B.  Jones^ 
dated  New  York,  Dec,  18,  1796. 

SINCE  I  wrote  before,  Mr.  Wincbefter  has  been 
here  and  preached  feveral  times,  but  none  of  tht 
Calvinifts  have  dared  to  open  their  hearts  or  their 
prMching  houfes  to  hlrh  in  this  City,  fb  that  he  has 
been  obliged  to  fpeak  to  a  little  fociety  in  a  fchooU 
houie.  He  has  left  Philadelphia  altogether,  and  is 
gone  to  the  Eaflward,  N.  Hampfhire,  N.  Englanfl^ 
where  he  has  a  place  of  bis  own,  which  he  has  pur- 
chafed  fince  he  left  England  for  one  thoufand  dol* 
lars;  it  coniifts  of  a  good  houfe,  &c.  &c.  and  about 
iixty  acres  of  land.  He  h^rmtd  me  he  attended  two 
tovmSy  and  had  1200  people  m  his  congregation. 

When  he  left  here  laft  fall,  to  proceed  to  his  place^ 
he  went  in  the  Bofton  ftage  from  this  city ;  on  the 
way,  with  the  jolting  of  the  carriage,  he  burft  a  blood 
veflel,  and  bled  a  great  quantity,  and  was  obliged  to 
be  left  at  an  inn,  and  it  was  currently  reported  here 
that  he  was  dead.  But,  thanks  to  God,  he  is  not 
yet  in  that  number,  for  he  preached  in  #  fortnight 
after  in  Hartford,  on  his  way  home,  and  has  beea 
fince  in  this  city,  though  I  have  not  feen  him  n^y- 
felf.  But  you  may  depend  on  it,  he  is  in  a  very 
poor  ftate  of  health,  and  according  to  all  outward 
appearance,  cannot  live  long  in  this  prefent  world. 

B  b  2  But 
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But  he  IS  a  happy  man,  as  he  is  not  afraid  to  die.  Z 
wifti  to  fee  him  once  morej.  if  <5od  fpares  his  life  fo 
long.  He  talked  of  being  at  New  York  this  winter 
for  a  ihort  time. 

The  above  is^  inferted  as  an  anfwer  to  the  many 
enquiries  which  are  made  of  the  Editor,  concerning 
Mr.  Winchefter. '  ■  ■ 


.      CALVINISM, . 

Jf  Reftri^on  of  Divme  Goodneft.        . :. 

IN  the  Theological  Mifcelkny,  page  33,  of  Vol.  G, 
publifhed  under  the  infpecftion  of  the  Rev.  C.  De 
Coetlogon,  is  the  following  palla'ge,  in  a  fcrmon  on 
ihtCo^venant  of  Grace. 

Treating  of  the  faffici6ncy  of  the  Covenant,  to  ac- 
complifli  the  end  for  which  it  w'as  entered  into  by 
God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son';  it  argues  thus  : 

"  It  fhould  very  mu6h  ftrengthen  our  faith  in  the 
Covenant,  and  relieve  us  from  our  fears  and  doubts, 
to  know  that  it  was  prepared  and  got  ready  for  us, 
before  we  could  poffibly  need  it;  and  that  it  was 
provided  beforehand,  upon  God*s  forefight  of  bur  ap- 
proaching* fln  and  mifery ;  fo  that  unlefs  we  would 
charge  God  with  ignorance  and  want  of  couniel, 
fuppofe  him  to  have  forefeen  an  evil,  fet  hinrifclf  to 
remedy  it,  and  to  hrfve  fallen  upon  an  infiifficient 
means,  wc  cannot  diftruft  \htfufficie71cy  of  the  Cove- 
nant to  relieve  us,  vohatever  our  cafe  Ve^* 

Here. 
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Here  the  Rev.  Divine  reaforis  well,  taking  it  under 
"tlic  idea  of  Umverfal  Rejlorationy  but  taking  the  fame 
argument  under  any  other  idea,  I  will  leave  the  can- 
did reader  to  judge,  if  any  thing  better  can  be  made: 
of  it  than  nohfenfe:  efpecially  when  he  follows  up 
Ills  arjgument  by  the  following  forcible  and  juft  rea- 
Ibning. 

*^  To  be  queftioning  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
therefore,  becaufe  you  are  a  grievous  (inner,  mife- 
rable,  corrupted,  and  unworthy  for  God  to  look 
upon,  is  highly  to  charge  God  with  folly ;  and  juft 
the  fame  as  though  you  faid,  he  hath  attempted  a 
method  for  the  falvation  of  finners,  but  it  will  not 
jmfwer  the  purpofe/* 

Who  that  reads  this,  and  refle6ls  a  moment  on  the 
fubje6l,  but  muft  dete6l  the  Author  of  felf-contra- 
didlion,  if  he  confiders  that  it  is  written  l^  one  who 
holds  the  Calviniftic  faith,  that  only  a  few,  (called 
'  the  eledl)  fhall  ever  be  benefited  by  this  AlUJuffident 
Covenant  ?  What  a  pity !  that  a  man  who  feems  to- 
fee  fo  clearly  the  All-fufficiency  of  Grace,  fhbuld  at 
the  fam«  time  queftion  God's  goodneft,  to  apply  it 
univerfally  to  his  fallen  creatures.  While  fuch  a  fyf- 
tern  acknowledges  the  power  of  God  to  redeem  a 
world,  it  abfolutely  derogates  from  his  goodnefs  !  but 
how  beautifully  does  the  univcrfality  of  God's  grace, 
and  his  efficacious  love  harmoniz^c  with  all  his  other 
attriSutes  I  R.  W. 

B  b  3  SAYINGS 
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SAYINGS  OF  SOCRATES. 

1.  TTTE^fed  to  fay,  '  That  as  the  Qeds  were  bfw 

JLJL  ^  ings  moft  confun^tnately  good  andhsppyy 

^- by  how  much  the  nearer  any  man  approachect  to  a 

*  fimilitude  with  them,  he  was  by  fo  much  the  hap-. 
^  pieir  and  better  man.' 

What  could  a  Chiiftian,  were  he  to  fiibftitute  the 
lingular  God,  have  faid  more  to  the  purpofe  ? 
.  2.  ^  That  we  (hould  petition  the  Gods  for  nothing 
'  but  what  was  limply  good  :  though  the  prafticc  of 
^  moft  people  woxild  feem  to  prefcribe  to  the  Deity, 
^  what  they  mull  neexls  have,  by  praying  for  a  greal^ 
^  match,  riches,  honours,  power,  and  long  life,  a^  if 
f  themlelves  bell  knew  what  was  good,  and  what  not.* 

3.  '  That  man  bears  the  greateft  refemblance  to 
^  the  Gods,  who  requires  leaft,  and  contents  bimfelf 

*  with  the  feweft  nccef&ries  and  conveniencies,  in  re- 
^  gard  that  the  Gods  are  independent,  and  need  no- 
'thingJ 

4.  The  fqllowing  feems  to  be  his  moll  celebrated 
faying,  ^  The  only  thing  I  know,  is,  that  I  know  no- 

*  thing.'  Some  will  have  it  that  this  was  fpoken 
wben  the  oracle  of  Apollo  pronounced  him  to  be  the 
wifeft  man  in  Greece,  and  that  it  was  fpoken  in  the 
fc^owing  manner ;  *  There  is  nothifig  in  me  to  ve- 
^rify  the  oracle,  except  this,  that  I  know  that  I  am 

^not 


^  not  wifty  and  ^t  th^  reft  of  manlund  are  not  wife, 
*  bot  do  not  know  it.' 

5.  When  it  wa3  told  him,  ^  Socrates,  the  AAe- 
^  aians  have  condemned  you  to  die;'  he  wcry  coolly 
replied,  *  and  Nature  them.' 

6.  When  hifi  wife  Xaatippc,  as  (he  wept  over  him^ 
^xie^out,  *  Alas!  my  dear  huiband,  that  youfhould 

*  thus  die  iiuiocently.'    *  What !  my  dear/  fays  be, 

*  would  you  chufp  rather  that  I  ihould  die  guilty  V 


ESSAY  ON  THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY. 

HAVING  lately  obferved  in  fome  very  refpe6t- 
able  puUications,  the  title  of  Priefl  continue 
ally  appKed  to  the  miniflering  fervants  of  Jeius  Chriil, 
i  have  been  kd  into  fome  ferious  thoi;^hts  concern* 
ing  the  Chrifiian  Miniftry ;  if  you  approve  of  this 
eflay,  I  iball  continue  my  remarks,  and  enter  into  the 
nature  of  the  call,  to  the  office  and,  the  character  of  it. 
I  do  not  find  any  authority  in  the  New  Teftament, 
for  calling  any  man,  or  any  fet  of  men,  Prieft.  All 
who  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  are  caHed  "  a 
ehofen  generation^  a  royal  priefthood;"  therefore, 
every  believer  it  fpiritually  a  King  and  Pricft,  unto 
all  mankind;  Chrift  Jefus  is  their  only  Priefty 
not  after  the  order  of  Aaron,  but  of  Melchizcdcc. 
Cbriftians  have  not,  therefore,  a  prieilhood,  par- 
ticularly ehofen  out  from  amongft  themfclvcs,  any 
more  than  they  have  a  legal   difpenfation,  and  a 
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temple  fervice,  inftead  of  the  fimple  and  holy  pre- 
cepts of  Chrift.  ^ 

Although  Chriftians'have  not  a  priefthood  recorded 
in  the  New  Teftament,  yet  the  character  and  office 
of  a  Chriftian  Minifter  very  often  occurs.'  Before 
the  afcenfion  of  our  Lord,  he  faid  unto  his  difciples 
^^  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gofpel 
*'  pnto  every  creature ;"  this  is  the  grand  outline  of 
the  chara6ler  of  a  Chriftian  Minifter ;  he  is  an  in- 
ftfU<ftor  of  the  ignorant;  he  is  to  teaph  the  Gofpfl 
of  falvation^  by  faith  in  a  criicifjed  Saviour,  unto  all 
mankind.  Again  Paul,  in  the  1  Cor.  xii.  compares 
the  church  to  a  human  body  that  has  many  mem- 
bers ;  and  after  having  reafoned  upon  it  in  a  mofe 
mafterly  manner,  tolhew  both  its  propriety  and  ufe- 
fulnefs,  he  puts  the  queftion— -Are  all  Apoftles  ?  Are 
all  Prophets  ?  Are  all  Teachers? '  No,  certainl)^! 
they  had  a  diverfity  of  gifts,  all  pf  which  were  to  be 
combined  for  general"  good.  ^ 

As  there  are  minifters  of  Chrift  that  are  paftors, 
fo  in  the  apoftolic  days,  there  were  fome  minifters 
who  were  not  paftors  ;  for  in  the  4th  Eph.  he  makes 
a  diftindlion  between  the  two  offices,  faying,  "  thAt 
"  Ghrift  gave  fomp  Apoftles^,  and  fome  Prophets,  and, 
"  fome  EVangelifts,  and  fome  Paftors  and  Teachers.'^ 
It  is  therefore  evident,  that  there  was  a  diftindlion, 
and  that  a  man  might  be  a  teacher  without  being  a 
paftor ;  but  he  could  not  be  a  paftor  without  being 
a  teacher ;  the  ^^  being  apt  to  teach/'  I  Tinu  iii.  2.  and 
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pefiefEng  fiich  a  cempctent  knowledge  of  found  doe- 
trine,  as  "  to  be  able  to  convince  and  exhort  tho 
gditofayers/*   l  Titus,  were,  by  Paul,  thought  to  be 
qualifications  eflentially   ncceflary   for  the  paftoral' 
office.   ' 

There  is  no  inftitution  whatever,  that  has  been  6( 
gipeatei'  fervice  to  mankind,  thian  this  inftitution  of- 
the   Chrlftian   Miniftry;    millions  have  by   it  been 
convinced  of  their  folly,  iirt,  and  ingratitude  to  the 
beft  of  Beings  5  they  have  been  turned  from  the  error 
of  their  ways,  and  inftead  of  objeds  of  pity,  have 
become  examples  worthy  of  imitation.     It  is  owing, 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Minifters  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
that  great  part  of  the  world  has  been  humanized,  if 
not  cfariftianized.     The   preaching  of  Chrift  cruci- 
fied, has  been  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  ;  it 
has  opicncd  the  dark  eyes,  and  unftopped  the  deaf 
ears;  it  has  delivered  the  prifoncrs  of  Satan  among 
the  Gentries^  from  out  of  his  power ;  it  has  fet  free 
the  captive  from  his  lufts,  and  admitted  him  into  the 
gtorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God  ;  their  lives,  their 
converffftion,  their  fuiFerings,  have  been  living  exanir^ 
pies  of  the  beauty  x>fholinefs,  and  infenfibly  wrought 
an  improving  change  in  the  manners  of  mankind. 

Thetruedignity  of  the  miniftration  of  the  -word, 
has  not  been  rightly  undeH^ood  ;  not  only  Patriarchs, 
IVophetB,  and  Kings,  but  even  Angels  themfelves 
have  been  engaged  in  it;  it  was  they  who  announced 
\hp  birth  of  the  Mefliah,  and  with  fongs  of  praife, 
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procimmed:  the  iwi\cerial  good  wiU  of  God  ui^  i 
XesH  even  j0tK>va^y  the  Me^nger  of  the  Covenant^ 
the  Son  of  the  iBwiortal  Fs^r^  hy  wjiom^  aad  (om 
vikom  all  things  that  arc^  wcrg  created ;  evm  he^^  w«s 
a  Miniftcr  of  the  grace  of  God  unto  man,  and  .w^ttb 
d)K)tit  ^reaehii(>g  the  gofpel  of  Solvation,  doclaripg^ 
that  he  came  to  fav^  tbp  loft,  iuhI  give  hi&  life  a  raor 
fftfn,  ibr  the  many. 

But  as  no  inftittttioa  has  been  of  greater  feryiceto- 
mankind,  or  ^  in  itfelf  fo  noble ;  fo  there  is  not  any 
ioftitution  that  has  been  more  abufed.  Bad  men^* 
under  the  pretctice  of  feeing  Minifters  of  the  h^^oible 
JefiiSji  tyrannised  over  the  lives,  properties,  and  pri- 
Yilegfs  of  mankind.  Proud,  covetous,  wicked  niew, 
who  ha^e  counted  ^*  gain,  godjinefs,"  have  created 
a  fpiritual  empire  upon  earth,  forbidding  men  to  think 
or  ^eak  but  according  to  their  laws,  although  thinkr 
ing  and  fpcaking  are  the  birthright  of  mankinds 
This  tyranny  has  cootinued  in  European  Cbriftendom 
&xf  naany  ages»  The  Reformation,  in  fome  couutries, 
may  he  faid,  to  have  weakened  its  virulence  :  Popery 
has  been  foorced  to  change  its  name,  hut  even  in  our 
day  antt  nation,  it  is  not  deftroyed.  ' 

But  fume,  perhaps,  may  be  inclined  to  aflc,  is  there 
nothing  in  a  Chriftian  Minifler  that  claims  fuperior 
i:cfpe<S,  a  fomething  that  bonlers  upon  adrairatioa } 
No  !  I  cannot  find  any  thing  of  it  in  the  New  Tefta-^ 
ment;  but  there  ail  appears  very  fimple,  exceedin^y 
eafv  to  be  underltood  by  any  honeft  induftrious  man, 
;  .  pofleffing 
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fdaui  commao  fenJe;  but  the  Cfatiftm' 
iworld  now,  like  the  Heathen  world  of  old,  wc  nwrte 
apt  to  worihip  the  inftrument  that  coiiveyi  the  Staf- 
fing, than  Jehovah,  the  fupreme  and  only  «irthar 
o£it. 

'  Comdiiis  the  Centurion  was  a  devout  mrn^  of 
imi^  integrity  and  iiocerity  of  heart,  uprightne^of 
Gondud,  and  benevdence  of  a<5lion ;  he  knew  but 
little,  but  that  little  he  pra<5itfed  to  its  utma&  ex^tent; 
the  apoftle  Peter,  not  yet  delivered  from  Jewifh  pre* 
judiees,  was  ient  to  him  ;  Cornelius  not  only  afleai* 
Ued  his  kinsfolks  and  friends,  to  meet  the  Apoftle 
with  the  utmoft  refpe6t ;  but  he  met  him  with  mora 
rcverenee  than  was  due  to  ahy  man,  be  fell  at  his 
feet,  by  the  moft  abje<ft  fubmiflion,  fhewing  his  re- 
vencnce  to  that  God,  -  whofe  fervant  Peter  was. '  But 
Peter  raifed  him  up,  and  ikid,  ^^  Stand  up,  /  n^Jf 
am  a  nian.'*  Peter  might  have  exercifed  fpiritual  do^ 
mion  over  him,  but  he  was  an  humble  diicipleaf 
the  humble  Jefus ;  his  bulineis  wa3  not  to  ufurp.  do- 
mion,  but  to  inftrudkmen  in  the  wc»rfbip  of  one  true 
God,  through  Chrift  Jefus.  In  the  minds  of  men, 
there  is  a  tendency  to  reverence  that  man  who  haa 
been  the  meflenger  of  God  for  good  unto  them  ;  but 
if  it  is  right,  to  refpecS):,  efteejn,  and  love  him,  to 
idolilb  him  is  a  iin  I  Or  to  ca(l  him  Lord>  and  to  be- 
his  diiciple,  inilead  of  being  the  diiciple  of  Chrift. 
Bad,  defigning  men,  have  worked  upon  this  tendency 
ftf  the  human  heart,  and  by  it  have  gradually  in*. 

creafed 


2d  THE  VKLV^RSALIST's  MISCELLAHT. 

cresfod  their  power,  till  at  laft,  they  have  raifed  tbe^ 
Chriftian  Minii^er  into  a  Pricft ;  the  meek  humble 
ChriiliaQ  Teacher  info  a  Lord  and  Ruler  of  their 
cjonfciience ;  and  riiing  ftill  higher,  he  has  become 
an  oppreflbr  of  mankind.  The  fpiritual  Chriftiaa 
Religion  of  the  heart,  has,  by  the  arm  of  civil  power^ 
been  transformed  into  a  national  church ;  and  inftead 
of  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom,  has  dignified  thelervant 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  with  prieftly  robes  and 
earthly  titles,  from  the  humble  Curate,  Rev.  Sir,  to 
the  more  exalted  ones  of  Aly  Lord^  Y(mr  Grace^  Your 
E)ninency^  up  to  his  HoUnefs  the  Pope,  with  his 
triple  crown- 
There  is  rtot  a  clearer  truth  laid  down  in  the  New 
Teftament,  than,  that  the  office  of  a  Chriftian  Mi- 
itiitcr,  is  a  Gofpel  Inllitution,  and  is  entirely  difiindt 
from  that  duty  incumbent  upon  every  man  and 
woman  who  know  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chriflf  as  their 
Itedeemcr;  they  are  called  to  fpread  around  them 
the  knowledge  of  his  good  name ;  to  realife  him  in 
their  faith  ;  to  manifeft  their  obedience  to  his  laws  in 
their  pra6tice ;  and,  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their  life 
and  converfation,  in  meekneff,  uprightnefs,  and 
parity,  to  teftify  unto  all,  whofe  followers  they  are  ; 
and  as  they  may  be  called  by  the  good  providence  of 
God,  upon  all  occafibns,  whether  before  five,  or 
fifty,  or  five  hundred,  to  be  ready  to  give  to  every 
ope  that  alkieth  them,  a  reafon  for  the  faith  which 
they  pbiiefs.  It  Ha^  been  too  long  the  bufinefs  of 
f  .  farjom 
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paffcns  to  teach  and  pray,  to  the  almoft  total  exclu- 
iicm  of  every  private  Chriftian's  exerciie  of  his  gifts, 
to  the  riiarting  of  them  who  dare  to  perform  thofe 
datiiis'as  hypocrites  ;  as  if . Chriftians  could  work  out 
their  falVationby  proxy:     How  little  do  they  under-' 
ftand  of  the  qualifications  necefflary  for  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift,  who  fuppofe,- that  an6ther  can  labour  in 
the  vineyarcf  of  Chrift,  arid^they  icceive  the  reward 
of  it.     From  this  exclufive  monopoly  of  teaching 
and  praying,  has  arifcn  the  title  of  *'  Cure  of  Souls.**' 
What  mah  Can  take  carC  of  th6  foul  of  another? 
Religion  muft  be  perfdrtdl.     The  man  muft  believe/ 
muft  love,  muft  obey,  niuft  watch,  muft  ftrive,  muft 
indeed  care  for  his  own  foul.     A  Minifter  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  muft  be  inftant  in  feafon,  and  out 
of  feafon;  in  calling  fttiners  to  repentance,    faith/ 
obedience,  and  lovc^   he  muft   reprove,   t4nftru6l, 
exhort,  &c:  ^  But  after  all,  it  is  to  a  man's  felf  alone, 
that' the  cate  of  his  foul  can  be  a  ferious  concern. 

When  I  take  a  furvey  of  the  Chriftian  world,  to 
xxit  it  appears  highly  probable,  that  the  time  is  at 
hand,  when  no  human  Inftitution  will  appear  in  the 
eyes  of  mankind,  more  defpicable  than  the -office  of 
a*  Chriftian  Minifter.  It  is  now  enough  (b,  but, 
When  we  confider  what  a(9:s  of  atrocity  and  oppref- 
fion  have  been  performed  under  the  lanftion  of  the 
name  of  a  Minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  prejudices 
againft  the  Inftitution  are  not  to  be  wondered  at,  the 
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bulk  of  profefling  Chriftians  never  having  been  taxxght 
to  examine  the  word  of  God  for  tfaemfelveSy  cannot 
diilinguini  between  the  character  of  the  grievous 
wolves  who  have  torn  to  pieces  the  flock  of  ChrLft, 
and  the  humble  Chriflian  who  has  fed  it ;  not  feeing- 
the  wifdom  of  the  Inflitution,  in  endeavouring  to 
ridicule  the  prieftly  offic?,  they  will  mock^  reproach^ 
and  fiieer  at  the  Chriflian  Brother  who  is  poflefled  of 
public  gifts.     Neverthclefs,  I  am  convinced  that  God 
ie  faithful  and  will  not  forfake  his  fervants ;  and, 
therefore,    every   Chriilian   Minifter  who  Ihail  b& 
faithful  in  his  oflice^  ihall  ftand  unfliaken  in  his  (itua« 
tion,  when  all  others  bearing  the  title,  fhall  fall  into 
contempt. 

-  Again,  Chriftians  are  but  men ;  all  of  them  have 
not  their  paflObns  fubdued  ;  diey  are  liable  to  partake 
of  the  fpirit  of  the  times  in  which  they  live :  Hence, 
fome  good  men  who  have  been  brought  up  in  awful 
reverence  of  the  Prieft,  never  having  been  taught  to 
diftinguifh  between  a  name  affixed  by  mankind^  and 
the  name  given  by  Chrift,  and  the  nature  of  the 
office ;  having  their  judgments  partially  enlightened, 
and  beholding  that  no  outward  dignity  really  attaches 
to  the  office,  and  looking  back  at  the  fame  time  upon 
their  paft  oppreffions,  they  will  be  ready  to  pour  con- 
tempt upon  ibe  whole  Inftitution,  as  unfcriptural^ 
ufelefs,  and  oppreffive,  forgetting  that  God  is  a  God 
of  order  and  not  of  confufion,  and  has  beautifully 
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aSid  wiiely  tempered  tU  the  parts  >of  tbe.body  of  bk 
oburch,  ib  as  beil  ta'admimftcr  to  the  neccffUi^  an^ 
liappinc^  of  the  whole. 

As  the  fles£mg  aittictpft^oii'  €>f  the  cdHiingof  hi& 

XcH'd^  to  appBove  of  ^U  cpndu6l,  and  to  reward  his 

labours  of  lo¥e^  will  eiufQliragb^be  Chriflian  Miniftar 

xnanfidly  to  bear  up  againft  the  x>v€irwhelm»i>g  ^oqA 

of  repfoach  which  ihaU  roll  dowa  from  the  fountaim 

c^  infidelity  4  {q  the  piivate  Chrifiian  alfo^  B^y  &e 

tbe(e  days  fpoken  of  by  the  Apoftles  of  our  Lord  and 

Saviour;    and  looking   beyond  them,   behold  tlie 

tempeft  lias  Separated  the  Profeilbr  from  the  BdiomTt 

and   fee  Primitive  Chriftianity,    Trith   all  its  k>ve<i 

power,  glory,  and  purity,    with  increaiing  wifdem 

going  on,  tiU  k  has  at  laft  ccmverted  all  nations : 

Then  fhall  the  eaftb  bring  forth  its  increafci,  f$nd 

Ood,  even  oot  own  God,  ihall  bleis  us,  and  aU  the 

ends  of  the  earth  ihall  praife  him. 

Your's,  &c.  A.  T. 


EXPERIENCE  OF  JOHN  VANN. 

^  XXTHO  teacheth  like  God  ?"  feid  EHhu  to  Job, 
▼  ▼  **  Or  who  hath  enjoined  him  his  way  ?" 
He  is  a  fovereign  in  the  difpenfations  both  of  his 
graee  and  providenee.  He  often  teaches  effe<Sludiy 
without  the  common  and  outward  means,  in  onkr  to 
fliew  that  he  can  do  his  wovk  in  his  own  way,  and 
^thout  the  dMance  of  men.    This  is  a.  humWing 
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leribn  to  thofe  wfad  are  counted  a«  lights  in  the  vrb¥iAj 
It  fhews  that  God  cart  do  his  \#ork  without  thenn^ 
If  at  any  time  therefore,  he  make  nfe  of  their  inftru-^ 
Mentality,  they  ought  to  reme^nifefer,  that  at  beft  they 
are  only  earthen  vejfelsy  into  which>  God  hath  pu£ 
thctreafure  of  bis  truth.     There  is  great  reafoh  for 
ihfe  above  refledlions ;   for  Chriftians  in  general,  ad 
well  as  Minifters,  at c  too  often  apt  to  think  that*  ncf 
fouls  are  converted,  unlefs  fome  outward  means  are 
ufed.     It  is  granted  that  we  ought  not  to  defpifethe  . 
means  of  grace,  leaft  we  thereby  defpifc  the  good- 
nefs,  and  refift  the  authority  of  God  ;  but  to  confine  . 
the  teachings  of  God  to  the*  outward  means,  is  to 
limit  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael. 

John  Vann,  was  a  laborious  bard  working  man, 
with  a  large  family.  He  ufed  a  fmall  farm,  at  Battle^ 
in  Suflfcx,  and  fold  fruit  and  gretos,  &c.  and  by  the 
exercife  of  his  induftry,  kept  his  family  with  credit* 
He  could  not  read,  nor  had  he  ever  difcovered  a 
defire  to  learn,  confequently  he  was  an  ignorant  man, 
and  withal  he  was  rather  of  a  conceited  and  felf- 
fufRcient  caft  of  mind.  He  feldom  went  to  any 
place  of  worfhip,  and  if  at  any  time  be  did  arttend, 
he  never  feemed  to  regard  the  worfliip,  tnoftly  fleeping 
all  the  time  he  was  prefent,  or  elfe  trifling  and  laugh- 
ing. His  wife  feemed  for  fome  years  tq  be  enquiring 
forialvation,  but  met  with  great  oppofition  from  him. 
He  feemed  much  inclined  to  infidelity,  and  profefled 
not  to  believe  any  thing  of  revelation  ;  was  alfo  of 

a  very 
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SL  very  pafSonate  difpofition,  and  in  his  anger  would 
iVear  moll  dreadfully,  and  exercife  great  fcverity  to- 
^^ards  his  horfes.     He  was  fo  engrofled  with  wordly 
cares,  that  he  feemed  quite  fwallowed  up  with  them* 
In  this  coiirfe  of  life,  without  God,  without  Chrift, 
and  without  hope,  he  was  vifited  with  a  cancer  in 
the  under  lip.     He  was  alarmed  at  the  thought  of 
fJeath ;  to  prevent  which,  he  had  his  lip  cut  off,  that 
the  cancer  might  not  fpread.     This  feemed  to  flop 
its  progrefs  for  awhile  ;  however,  in  a  little  time  it 
broke  out  again  with  greater  violence,  and  in  a  few 
months  he  w^s  fo  weakened  by  it  as  to  ht  confined  to. 
his  bed  ;  and  the  furgeons  declared  their  inability  to . 
Jlop  its  progrefs.     In  this  ftate  I  vifited  him,  and 
found  him  a  fpetftacle  of  mifery  indeed.     The  cancer 
ran  copioufly,  with  a  thin  foetid  matter.     The  wind- 
pipe was  moft  part  of  it  laid  bare,  and  a  confiderable 
hole  was  made  in  it  by  the  coiroding  humour,  and 
he  was  reduced  to  a  Ikeleton  in  appearance.     He  told 
me  that  he  was  in  extreme  pain  with  the  diforder, 
but  that  his  greatefl:  fufFering  was  from  hunger,  as 
the  cancer  had  fo  afFccfted  his  throat,  that  he,  with 

far 

extreme  anguifh,  could  take  only  a  little  liquid  with 
a  fpoon,  which  ran  down,  without  the  power  of  fwal- 
lowing.  In  this  ftate  he  continued  many  weeks,  till 
he  was  literally  ftarved  to  death,  his  appetite  all  the 
time  continuing  very  keen.  Knowing  his  former 
ignorance,  I  expe6led  to  find  him  ftill  the  fame,  but 
was  agreeably  difappointed,  for  he  appeared  as  a  well- 
VoL.  L  C  c  inftruded 
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inflru6lcd  Chriftian,  in  the  general  icheme  of  ialva-* 
tion.     He  was  alfo  full  of  faith  and  joy,  expreffingf 
his  full  confidence  of  life  through  grace.     At  firft  I 
queftioned  him  clofcly  with  regard  to  his  flate,  and 
found  he  had  a  clear  fenfe  of  guilt  and  ruin,  as  a 
finner ;  fo  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  bimfelf^  at 
the  fame  time  his  mouth  was  filled  with  pradfe.     He 
fcemcd  continually  adoring  the  goodnefs  of  God^ 
confefling  his  righteoufnefs,  and  thanking  him  for 
that  dreadful  vifitation  under  which  his  body  was  then 
confuming,  in  tonnents  inexpreffible.     I^e  appearect 
to  be  without  any  doubt,  in  regard  to  his  accqitaDoe 
with  God. 

Upon  my  enquiry  how  he  came  into  this  defirabte 
ftate  of  mindy  he  faid,  that  upon  his  cancer  breakii^ 
out  the  fecond  time,  he  was  extremely  alarmed,  as 
he  faw  nothing  but  death  before  his  eyes ;  and  though 
at  firft  he  did  not  think  of  any  thing  after  death,  yet 
merely  to  die  was  very  diftreffing  to  him,  as  it  cut 
off  all  his  hopes  and  expe^ations  in  life.  Hcwever^ 
it  was  not  long  before  a  thought  darted  into  his  mind, 
^  What  if  there  fliould  be  a  judgment  ?"  He  iaid, 
be  tried  much  to  perfuade  himfelf  that  there  was  no 
judgment,  .and  that  the  whole  of  religion  was  a  fable, 
but  the  thought  returned  upon  him  with  redoubled 
power,  and  he  was  conftrained  to  admit  it  as  true. 
No  fooner  had  he  admitted  this,  but  he  few  his  own 
condemnation.  He  found  he  had  wiHUly  ihut  his 
eyesagainft  lights   and  hardened  bis  heart  againit 

mercy^ 
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xnercy,  and  that  as  a  finner,  he  flood  expofed^  nidsjed^ 
3i^d  helplda,  before  God.  As  for  righteoufnefs,  he 
fmd,  he  clearly  knew  he  had  none ;  for  whichever 
uvay  he  looked,  nothing  prefented  itfelf  but  his  fins, 
^which^  at  every  view,  feemed  greater.  His  foul  now 
ffeU  into  exceeding  great  horror,  from  an  idea  of  the 
libiblute  ceitainty  which  he  had,  of  his  condemna* 
tioa.  This  was  noiuch  increafed  by  his  ignorance, 
for  he  thought  unlefs  he  could  live  as  long,  and  do 
good,  as  he  had  lived  and  done  wickedly,  that  he 
could  not  be  faved ;  but  in  his  circumftances  this  ap^ 
peaked  impoflible.  He  was  th^^fore  without  hope. 
This  ftate  of  mind  continued  about  ten  days,  during 
mrhich,  he  had  no  reft  hardly  day  or  night.  He  did 
iK>t  tell  his  wife  or  any  other  perfon  the  feelings  of  his 
mind ;  but  (he  thought  that  his  bodily  pain  was  the 
caufe  of  his  reftleflhefi.  He  told  me,  afterwards, 
that  the  pain  of  his  body,  great  ash  was,  was  fwal- 
lowed  up  and  abforbed  in  the  fuperior  anguiih  of 
his  foul.  As  for  prayer,  it  did  not  feem  that,  as  yet, 
he  ufed  it  in  any  other  way,  than  faying,  "  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  roe,"  which  was  rather  a  note  g( 
deipair  with  him,  than  any  expreiiion  of  hope  in 
Divine  mercy.  At  laft  he  thought,  as  he  could 
do  nothing  for  himfelf,  who  could  tell  but  God,  in 
bis  goodnefs,  might  do  fomething  for  him  ?  He  con- 
cluded he  would  therefore  caft  himfelf  upon  God  as 
his  laft  refuge.  And  as  he  could  not  read,  he  re- 
queiled  bis  wife  to  read  to  him.    He  had  fome  &int 

C  c  2  remembrance 
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remembrance  that  Jefiis  Qirift  bad  fomewbere  iaid^ 
"  He  would  not  caft  out  thofe  who  came  to  him  5** 
but  he  was  fo  ignorant  that  he  could  not  recollc<St 
the  words  as  they  lay,  nor  did  he  know  the  part  of 
fcripture  which  contained  them,  nor  couid  his  wife 
give  him  any  diredlion.     However,  Ihe  read  to  bim  . 
good  part  of  the  gofpels.     Still  he  appeared  without 
hope*     After  reading  feveral  days,  almoft  the  whole 
day  long,  (he  came  Jto  thefe  words,  John  vi.  37- 
^^  And  hmi  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  cafi 
outy    Stop,  faid  he,  read  that  again  ;  (he  read  it. 
He  requefted  her  to  read  it  again  ftill.     She  did  fo. 
They  are  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  faid  hef,  and 
Jefus'Chrift  never  told  lies.     Read  all  the  chapter, 
fiiid  he,  let  me  hear  it  all  again.    She  read  it  all  again. 
He   frequently   interrupted  by   fhort  fentences*  of 
prayer.     She  came  to  the  reviving  words  again.    He 
flopped  her  again.     Is  not  conring  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
believing   in   him  ?    It   muft  be  fo,   continued  he. 
Lord  I  believe.     O  L^rd,  I  come  to  Chrift.     O  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  receive  me  and  fave  me.     Blefled  be  thy 
'  j^ame  O  Lord,  thou  wilt  fave  afinner.  In  this  manner 
he  went^on,  often  faying,  Lord^  IroU  myfclf  upon 
Chrift.     I  caft  myfelf  at  his  ft«t.     Prayer  and  praife 
now  employed  him  night  and  day.     In  the  courft  of 
his  wife's  reading  to  him,  he  found  many  other  invi* 
tations  and  promifca  which  he  eagerly  laid  hold  of. 
In  a  few  days  his  mind  fettled  in  a  flcady,  firm  con- 
fidence in  Chrift.     Peace  and  joy  took  place  of  guilt 

and 
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and  fear.     God  fent  his  word  and  healed  this  finner. 
It  was  now  that  he  began  to  look  upon  his  illnefs  as 
a  mercy.     He  faw  it  was  intended  to  humble  him. 
It  had  now  anfwered  that  end,  and  from  being  hum- 
bled by  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  he  was  prepared 
for  reconciliation  by  the  blood  of  the  cYofs ;  the  full 
cfFedls  of  which,    he  experienced  during  the  few 
weeks  which  he  lived  afterwards.     No  munnur  was 
after  this  ever  heard  from   his  lips ;  nor  any  impati- 
ence Ihewn  under  the  pains  Which  he  fuffered,  both 
from  difeafe  and  hunger.     He  died  in  full  triumph 
over  fin,  death,  and  hell  !    I  dare  not  conclude  this 
without  faying,  that  I  learned  more  of  the  nature  of 
faith  from  this  man,  than  I  ever  knew  before. 

J  remember  once  having  heard  a  very  learned 
Divine  fay,  ^^  That  it  was  impoflible  for  the  habits 
of  fin  to  be  deftroyed,  but  by  the  practice  of  virtue 
being  followed,  as  long  as  the  pra6lice  of  vice  had 
been.''  How  little  did  this  Do6lor,  (for  a  I>o<9:or  he 
was)  know  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  ?  While  we  have 
fuch  inllances  of  the  power  and  grace  of  Jcfus,  as 
the  above,  ive  will  not  be  ajhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrijiy  for  it  is  the  ^ower  of  God  to  Snlvatitn^  to  all 
that  believe  ! 

Wm.  V, 


C  c  3  THE 
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THE  PR,OPRIETY  OF  THE  MIRACLES  OF 
MOSES  IN  EGYPT. 

FOR  Mofes  to  prove  that  he  was  really  fent  oF 
Grod  to  deliver  Ifrael,  any  vifible  and  undoubted 
controul  of  the  laws  of  nature  would  have  been  fuf^ 
ficient ;  but  he  was  not  only  to  prove  the  truth  cf 
his  miffion,  but  alfo  the  unity  of  the  divine  nature  ; 
and  the  miracles  which  he  was  to  work,  were  execu- 
tions of  judgments  againft  even  the  very  Gods  of 
Egypt.  '^  Againft  all  the  Gods  of  Egypt  will  I  exe- 
cute judgment  ;  /  am  the  Lord.^"  When  Pharoah  firft 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  requeft  of  Mofes,  enforced 
by  the  converfion  of  a  rod  into  a  ferpent ;  at  the 
command  of  Jehovah  he  fmote  with  the  fame  rod 
upon  the  waters  of  the  river,  which  were  inftantly 
converted  into  blood,  and  occafioned  the  death  of 
all  the  fifties  which  fwam  in  them.  To  any  people 
this  would  have  been  a  proof  of  divine  agency  ;  but 
it  was  in  a  particular  manner  calculated  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  and  infatuated  Egyptians,  who 
confidered  the  Nile  as  one  of  their  greateft  Gods, 
and  adored  it  as  the  parent  of  all  their  deities,  yea, 
the  fifti  of  the  river  were  looked  upon  as  facred. 
What  then  muft  the  people  have  thought,  when 
they  found  their  moft  revered  God,  at  the  command 
of  a  fervant  of  Jehovah,  turned  into  blood,  and  all 
his  facred  offspring  into  ftinking  carcafes  ?  To  con- 
ceive of  their  confternation  aright,  we  muft  remember, 
that  the  Egyptian  Priefl:8  held  blood  in  the  utmoft 

abhoirence. 
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abl^urence,  the  very  tquch  of  which,  would  deeply. 
I^ollute  thenv  and  require  immediate  aud  folema  ex*' 
pisttion. 

The  fame  facred  river  was  a  fecond  time  polluted^ 

vrhen  it  fent  forth  frogs,  which  covered  all  the  land 

of  Egypt,  and  died  in  the  houfes,  in  the  villages, 

and  in  the  fields ;  thus  rendering  it  impoffible  for  the  ' 

people  to  avoid  the  touch  of  dead  bodies,  though 

Scorn  every   fuch  contaA  they  believed   themfelves 

rendered  impure.     This  circumftancc  muft  have  been 

the  more  grievous  to  them,  as  there  was  not  in  the 

whole  country,  an  uninfe6led  fpring  of  water  left,  to 

wafh  away  the  pollution. 

The  third  plague  was,  the  converting  the  duft  of 
the  land  into  lice,  upon  man  and  beaft  throughout 
the  whole  country.  To  fee  the  propriety  of  this 
miracle  as  ?i  judgment  upon  their  idolatry,  we  muft  re- 
coiled their  utter  abhorrence  of  all  kinds  of  vermin, 
and  their  extreme  attention  to  external  purity,  above 
every  other  people  perhaps  that  haye  exifted  hitherto 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Upon  this  head  they 
were  particuliarly  folicitous  whep  about  to  enter  the 
temples  of  their  Gods.  Herodotus  fays,  that  their 
Pricfts  wore  linen  raiment  only,  and  (haved  off  every 
hair  from  their  heads  and  bodies,  that  there  might 
be  no  louje  or  other  deteftable  infedl  uppr>  them  when 
performing  their  facred  fer\-ice.  This  plague,  there-- 
fore,  while  it  lafted,  made  it  imppflible  for  them  to 
perform  their  idolatrous  worfliip,  without  giving  fuch 

C  c  4  offence 
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offence  to  their  deities,  as  they  imagined,  couI4 
never  be  forgiven.  Hence  we  find,  that  on  the  pro- 
duction of  the  lice,  the  Priefts  and  Magicians  per- 
ceived immediately  from  what  hand  the  miracle  came, 
and  exclaimed,  "  This  is  the  finger  of  God  r  Exod. 
viii.  19.  A  plain  confeffion  from  thefe  idolaters, 
•that  Jehovah  was  the  true  Aiehinu 

The  fourth  plague  fcems  to  be  acknowledged  alio 
as  the  finger  of  God,  at  leaft  by  Pharoah ;  for  in 
great  terror  he  fent  for  Mofes,  and  agreed  that  the 
Ifraelitcs  (hould  go  and  ferve  the  Lord.  It  will  ex- 
cite no  wonder  that  he  was  terrified  at  the  fwarms  of 
flies,  which  infefted  the  whole  country,  except  the 
land  of  Gofhen  ;  when  it  is  known,  that  thtworjhip 
of  the  Fly  originated  in  Egypt ;  whence  it  was  carried 
by  the  Caphtorim  to  Palcfi:ine ;  by  the  Phoenicians  to 
Sidon,  Tyre,  and  Babylon ;  and  from  thefe  regions 
to  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  denunciation  of 
this  plague,  was  made  to  Pharaoh  early  in  the 
morning,  when  he  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile, 
probably  paying  his.  worlhip  to  that  as  his  greateft 
God ;  and  when  he  found  himfelf  and  his  people 
tormented  by  a  fwarm  of  fubordinate  deities,  whoexe- 
ecuted  the  judgment  of  Jehovah  in  defiance  of  the 
Jupreme  numen  of  Egypt,  he  muft  have  been  con-, 
vinced,  had  any  candour  remained  in  his  mind,  that 
the  whole  fyfl:em  of  his  fuperftitipn  was  a  mafs  of 
abfurdities,  and  that  his  Gods  were  only  humble  in^ 
ftl-umphts,  at  the  difpofal  pf  Jehoyah,    He  was  no^ 

however^ 
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however,   convinced ;    he   was  only   alarmed,    and 
qiiickly  returned  to  his  folly. 

The  fifth  plague  therefore,  the  murrain  among  the 
cattle,  was  lent,  and  brought  death  and  deftru6lion 
upon  his  moll  revered  Gods  themfelves.  Neither 
Ofiris,  nor  Iris,  nor  u4mmon,  nor  Pan,  had  power 
to  iive  their  brute  reprefentatives.  The  facred  bull, 
and  heifer,  and  ram,  and  goat,  were  carried  off  by 
the  feme  malady,  which  fwept  away  all  the  other 
herds  of  deities,  thefe  Dii  Jlercorei,  who  lived  on 
grafs  and  hay.  The  impreffion  of  this  judgment 
muft  have  been  awful  upon  the  minds  of  the  Egyp* 
tians. 

Egypt  might  be  called  the  fountain  of  idolatry, 
whence  the  ftrcams  of  that  evil  flowed  to  other  na- 
tions ;  it  was  with  Angular  propriety  therefore,  that 
Jehovah  chofe  to  difplay  his  power  in  that  country, 
to  tlie  confufion  of  idols,  and  their  infatuated  wor- 
fhippers. 

However  impreffive  the  fifth  plague  might  be  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Egyptians,  yet  perhaps  the  fixth 
was  more  fo.  There  were  in  Egypt  feveral  altars, 
on  which  human  fucrifices  were  offered  ;  and  from  the 
defcription  of  the  perfons  qualified  to  be  vidlims,  it 
appears,  that  thofe  unhappy  beings  muft  have  been 
foreigners,  as  they  were  required  to  be  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion, and  to  have  bright  hair.  The  hair  of  the 
Ifraelites  was  much  brighter  than  that  of  the  Egyp-  , 
tians,   ^d  their  complexion  fairer;  and  therefor^ 

there 
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there  can  be  Kttle  doubt^  but  thact,  during  their  ns- 
fidence  in  Egypt,  they  were  made  to  fumifh  the 
Tidims  demanded  by  the  bloody  Gods.  Thefe 
Ti<3:ims  being  burnt  alive  cm  a  high  altar,  and  thas 
fittrificed  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  their  afhes  were 
^thered  together  by  the  priefts,  and  fcattered  up- 
wards in  the  air,  that  a  bleffing  might  be  entailed  on 
every  place  to  which  an  atom  of  this  dull  fhould  be 
wafted.  MofeSj  therefore, by  the  diredion  of  Jdiovah, 
took  aihes  of  the  furnace ;  probably  one  of  tbofe 
very  furnaces  in  which  fome  of  his  countrymen  had 
b^n  burnt ;  and  fcattering  them  towards  heaven  in 
the  fight  of  Pharaoh,  brought  boils  and  blains  upon 
all  the  people,  of  fo  malignant  a  nature,  that  the 
Magicians  and  other  Minifters  of  the  medical  Gods> 
with  which  Egypt  abounded,  beyond  all  other  coun-^ 
tries,  could  not  themfelves  efcape  the  infection. 
The  powers  of  darknefs  were  thus  foiled;  but 
flrange  infatuation,  the  heart  of  the  proud  monarch 
was  ftill  hardened. 

-  DeftrucSion  was  therefore  next  hurled  upon 
Egypt  by  the  elements,  which  were  among  the  qarlieft 
deities,  not  only  of  the  Egyptians,  but  alfo  of  every 
other  polytheiflic  nation.  **  The  Lord  rained  kail 
upon  the  land  of  Egypt ;  fo  that  there  was  hail  and  fire 
mingled  with  the  hail,  fuch  as  there  was  none  like  it  m 
all  the  land  of  Egypt  fince  it  became  a  nation.  And 
the  hailfmote  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt y  all  that 
was  in  the  field,  both  man  and  beaft ;  and  the  kaii 

fmotc 


Jmote  every  herh  of  the  field,  and  broke  every  tree  of 
ihefUUr 

This  was  a  dreadful  calamity  in  itfelf ;  and  the 
horror  which  it  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
mull  have  been  greatly  aggravated  by  the  well-known 
fa6l,  that  Eg3rpt  is  blefled  with  a  iky  uncommonly 
ferene  ;  lb  that  in  the  greateft  part  of  it,  raitt  has 
never  been  feen  at  any  other  time  fince  the  creation 
of  the  world  ;  a  very  flight  and  tranfient  fhower  is 
the  utmoft  that  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature  falls 
any  where  throughout  the  country. 

(To  he  continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

IN  our  firft  number,  among  the  writers  upon  the 
Univerfal  Do<ftrine,  we  mentioned  an  Englifli 
Bilhop  as  the  writer  of  a  Letter  of  Refolution  con- 
cerning the  Opinions  of  Origin,  pnbliflied  1661  ; 
and  requefted  any  of  our  Correfpondents  to  inform 
us  his  name.  Mr.  T.  C.  A.  of  Chatham,  informs 
us,  that  that  piece  is  afcribed  to  Dr.  Ruft,  who  was 
afterwards  Bifhop  of  Dromore,  in  Ireland.  See 
Robinfon's  Notes  on  Claude's  Eflay,  Vol.  1,  page 
31  li  third  edition, 

POETRY. 
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POETRY. 

ftbe  nnl  Tendency  of  Worldly  Riches  on  a  carnal  Heart ;  «r,  the 
Love  of  Money  ^  the  Root  of  all  EviL 


VAIM  world,  with  all  thy  glittVing  toys. 
Thy  empty  boaft  and  noife,  begone; 
I  covet  pot  thy  fleeting  joys, 

Nor  aught  that's  thine  beneath  the  fun. 

11. 
The  pride  of  birth,  the  pomp  of  ftate, 

Are  no  allurements  unto  me, 
The  learn'd,  the  wife,  the  rich,  and  great,. 

What  vain  and  trifling  things  they  be  ! 

III. 
I  know  thee  well,  thy  name's  Deceit^ 

And  all  thy  gifts  are  gilded  fnares ; 
With  millions  thou  haft  play'd  the  cheat. 

And  beggars  made  of  royal  heirs. 

IV. 

The  greateft  votVics  ibou  canft  boaft 

Of  all  thy  numVous  gaudy  train, 
Even  the  leaders  of  thy  hoft 

Axt  fordid,  haughty,  mean,  or  va'ui. 

V.  The 
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V. 

The  ftar-gracM  courtier,  caird  a  Lord, 

Who  bbads  dcfccnt  from  regal  liiie. 
While  proud  of  his  illuftrious  blood. 

Is  bafe  and  mean  as  h^  is  fine. 

VI. 

His  Prince  he  flatters  to  his  face, 

And  meanly  cringes  'fore  his  throne, 
To  gain  a  penfion  or  a  place, 

Thatihall  add  thoufands  to  his  own. 

VII. 
That  gain*d,  he  views  with  haughty  eyes. 

Or  elfe  o'erlooks  the  men  of  trade  ; 
Their  juft  demands  he  does  defpife. 

And  cares  not  tho'  they  ne*cr  be  paid. 

VIII. 
The  wretched  Mifer  hides  his  gold. 

And  counts  his  treafure  o'er  by  flealth, 
Himfelf  for  (hining  duft  he  fold. 

And  ftarves  and  pines  amidft  his  wealth. 

IX. 
Diftrefs  he  can't  endure  to  fee, 

And  flies  aflfrighted  from  the  poor; 
On  thofe  who  feek  for  charity. 

He's  fure  to  ihut  and  bar  the  ddor. 

X. 
The  high-Zed,  haughty  Prieft,  requires 
'  His  tythes,  nor  will  he  brodc  delays ; 
The  world  fcarce  fates  his  vaft  deflres, 
Tho'  it  his  ev'ry  call  obeys. 

XL  Hit 


XI. 

His  eyes  with  fatoefs  (bnd  far  out. 
While  wants  among  his  poor  increafe; 

His  flock  he  little  cares  about, 

Except  to  {hear  them  of  their  fleece* 

XU. 
But  ah !  the  day  is  haft'ning  on. 

When  forrow  keen  fhall  pierce  his  hearty 
For  then  his  Lorjd  fliaU  &y»  begone 

Thou  wolf>  thou  hireling,  hence,  depart* 

XIII. 
The  Sophift  decjply  read  in  laws, 

Tho'  h^  has  thoufands  at  command^ 
For  gold  will  'iend  the  foaleft  caufe^ 

The  vUeft  caii  put  in  bis  hand. 

XIV. 
For  gold,  he  even  will  perfuade 

The  credulous,  that  wrong  is  right; 
And  oft  his  client  is  betrayM 

To  yaft.expence,  or  ruin'd  quite. 

XV. 

Thou  forcVefs  Gold !  Thou  crafty  fnake! 

How  doft  thou  twine  about  the  heart : 
How  many  mortals  for  thy  lake. 

Do  from  the  light  and  truth  depart  I 

XVJ. 

The  bufy  merchant  braves  the  main. 

And  ranfacks  ev'ry  diflant  fhore^ 
In  hopes  he  fhall  return  again 

With  heaps  of  precious  yellow  ore. 

XVn.  Succefs 


XVIL 
Soccers  atten4t^bi9  vent'roas  Way» 

And  wealthy  great  wealth,  hit  labours  crown ; 
.He  fpeaksy  and  men  like  Haves  obey» 

And  humbly  bend  before  him  down. 

XVUl. 
Such  homage  fills  the  haughty  worm 

So  full  of  felf  and  vanity. 
That  he  for  goodnefs  h;i8  no  room. 

And  fcarce  retains  humanity « 

XIX. 
The  men  of  pleafure  take  their  fill 

Of  what  the  fenfual  call  delight. 
They  gratify  their  brutal  will. 

And  care  not  who  arc  fuff'rers  by't. 

XX. 

Youth,  beauty^  innocence,  and  hrfCt 

Are  ftill  the  prey  of  their  defires ; 
Nor  can  the  threats  of  Heaven  remove. 

Nor  fears  of  HeU  abate  their  fires. 

XXI. 
But  oh !  Ye  finners,  carnal,  vain. 

Repent,  ere  Chflft  to  judgment  come. 
Or  horror,  mis'ry,  (hame,  and  pain. 

Will  be  your  juft,  tho*  awful  doom. 

xxn. 

Dear  Saviour,  Sun  c^ri^teoufnefs. 

How  few  thy  glorious  name  revere ; 
Who  feek  an  int*reft  in  thy  gtace^ 

Or  thy  tremendous  judgment  fear. 

XXIIL  Let 
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XXIII. 
Let  not  the  world  my  heart  enflave, 
A       Let  not  my  paffions  govern  me. 
From  luft  and  pride,  and  av'rice  favc. 
And  let  me  live  and  die  to  thee. 


M 


GOOD  FRIDAY. 
I. 

SACRED  and  folcmn  he  the  day. 
And  free  from  vulgar  care  and  ftrife ; 
Let  Poets  ftrite  the  pious  lays. 
For  now  the  Saviour  yields  his  life. 
11. 
As  on  this  folemn  day  he  dies 

A  facrificc  for  mortal  crimes. 
Deep  in  the  gloomy  tomb  he  lies, 
That  we  may  rife  in  after  times* 
III. 
May  rife,  to  fcenes  of  endlefs  joys. 
To  blifs  fupernal  and  fupreme, 
To  happinefs  that  never  cloys 

Where  God's  great  mercies  arc  the  theme. 
IV.    • 
Then  humble,  ferious,  and  refign'd. 
Let  us  i^dmire  that  parting  breath. 
Let  us  admire  that  godlike  mind. 

Which  fav'd  our  feinting  fouls  from  death. 
V. 
Strong  be  the  influence  that  remains 
Imprefs'd  upon  the  grateful  foul, 
While  mortals  fing  in  pious  flrams,  • 
The  praife  of  God  from  pole  to  pole. 


VI.  So 
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VI. 

So  (hall  our  future  lives  difplay 

The  virtues  this  event  has  taughtf 
And  ftill  on  each  returning  day. 

Acknowledge  how  our  blifs  was  bought. 

The  foregoing  lines  arc  literally  copied  front  the  Morning 
Herald,  Tuefday,  April  14th,  17979  and  if  you  think  them 
i¥ortby  of  a  place  in  your  Mifcellany,  they  are  at  your  fervice. 

AMICUS. 


ON  DIVINE  LOVE. 

I. 

ETERNAL  (pring  of  boundlefs  love. 
Through  rolling  ages  ftill  the  fame. 
When  Time's  fwift  wings  Ihall  ceafc  to  move^ 
All  men  fhall  praife  thy  glorious  name. 
II. 
Oh !  for  an  angel's  voice  to  ling 

Th'  immortal  glories  of  that  day ; 
Above  Parnaflian  heights  Pd  raife. 
My  fweetly  modulated  lay. 
IIL 
On  loud  harmonious  numbers  bom^y 

My  grateful  praife  fhould  mount  on  high ; 
Leave  earth,  and  earthly  things  below, 
Afcending  upward  to  the  fky« 
IV. 
Defcending  downwards  to  the  earth, 
Orpheus  like,  the  rocks  I'd  move ; 
With  lofty,  fweetly  founding  ftrains, 
Of  God's  invariable  love. 
Vol.  I.  D  d  V.  B^bi^ 


uH 
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V. 

Before  thy  Taft  almighty  arui) 

This  Globe  upon  its  axis  hurfd ; 
Thy  everlafting  love  decreed 

To  fave  a  finful,  dying  worlds 
VL 
Divine,  unerring  wifdom,  drew 

The  gracious,  foul- reviving  plan; 
And  Jefus  work*d  falvation  out 

With  pain,  for  univerfal  man. 
VIL 
He  (hall  the  travail  of  his  foul 

With  never-ending  pleafure  fee, 
And  evVy  foul  for  whom  he  dy'd. 

Shall  to  their  Lord  united  be. 
VIII. 
Then  with  a  loud  triumphant  fong, 

The  joyful  univerfe  fliall  ring, 
And  ev'ry  creature  God  hath  made. 

Hail  Jefus  univerfal  King. 
IX. 
No  forrows  then  (hall  damp  their  joy. 

Pure  pleafures  (hall  their  portion  be ; 
Unfading  pleafures  that  (hall  lad 

Throughout  a  long  Eternity.  ORIGEN. 


VIEW  OF  HEAVEN. 

r. 

/^OME,  Chriftians,  look  beyond  the  veil, 

^^  Anticipate  your  hope ; 

Eternal  joys  can  never  fail 

.  To  drink  all  forrow  up. 

IL  Our 
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11.        - 
Our  weary  fouls  (hall  take  their  fli^t, 

From  c.anh,  iTid  caithlv  things  ^ 
To  mingle  m  the  realms  of  li^Htt 

With  prophcUj  pncflsi  and  kings* 

IIL 
The  tenf!t.T  hufband,  loving  wifei 

Shall  there  each  other  lind  ;  j 

Renew  increasM  the  jova  of  life, 

With  an  iinc lauded  tnind. 

IV, 
Departed  friends  with  rapture  mectj 
Bright  in  ins  mortal  charms  ; 

I  there  my  darling  boy  ihall  greet, 
And  dafp  him  in  my  arms. 

The  child  of  forrow»  care,  and  lof  c> 

But  now  the  child  of  joy ;        | 
A  p,i rent's  utmoft  blifs  thai  I  prove 

With  ray  ciirapturM  boy,  ^^  ' 

VL 
My  glaJ  fcrefathers  there  [  meet, 

They  fliout  to  fee  their  fon; 
They  all  ilicir  Maker's  bve  repeatt 

And  all  his  goodnef^  own, 

YIL 
Wc  all  wrth  full  delight  embrace, 

No  more  frora  Gcxl  depart ; 

fiut  mcfcy  view  in  Jefu's  face. 

And  love  With  ycjk&  beaiL 

A. 

WRIT  TEN 

ii 
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WRITTEN  AT  AN  INN, 
By  the  late  Do^or  Home^  Bl/hop  of  Nonvlcb. 

I. 

THE  work!  IS  like  an  inn,  for  there 
Men  call,  and  ftorm,  and  drink,  and  fwc&rii 
While  undillurbM  a  Chriftian  waits, 
And  reacjs^  and  writes,  and  moditates. 

11. 
Tho'  in  the  dark  oft  times  I  ft  ray. 
The  Lord  Ihall  light  me  on  my  way, 
And  to  ilie  city  of  the  fun, 
Condu£l  jne  when  my  jnurney's  done* 

ni- 

Then  hy  thefe  eyes  (hall  lie  be  fccn, 
Wj'o  fojoum'd  for  me  in  an  inn  ; 
On  Sion  Hill,  I  thofc  fhall  hail, 
From  whom  I  parted  in  the  vale* 

-  IV. 
Why  am  I  heavy  tlien,  and  fad, 
When  thoughts  like  thefe  fhould  make  me  glad  } 
Mufc  then  no  more  on  things  below, 
Arifc  my  fouJ ! — and  lei  us  go. 


UNlVERSALIST's  MISCELLANY 

FOR 

JUNE,    1797. 
ACCOUNT  of  the  DEATH 

OP 

MR.   ELHA^m    WINCHESTER. 


% 


Extruded  from  a  Boston  Paper  of  Apm^A^  1797* 


DI E  D  at  Hartfor(y|fter  a  long  i. 
ing  illoeis,  the  iPlli^i 


ing  illoeis,  the  iPll^end  Elbanan  Win- 
chefter,  prea^  !ilt  uf*4kc  clottrinc  of  the  Unrverfal 
Reftoraitori^  i^\i(^C[  \Q  ymsc^.       ^ 

''  His  funLra)J|^^^iiiic(An  Friday  the  21(1  of 
April,  by  a  vtTv^H^Pus  corSiplc  of  fympathifing 
friends  and  f[)cclators,  from  Iliirtfurd  and  the  neigh- 
bouring towns ;  and  a  fermon  was  preached  on  the 
occafion  by  the  Reverend  Nathan  Strong,  from  Heb. 
9.  27.  It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die  ;  but  after 
this  the  judgment. 

^^  Mr.  Winchefter  was  born  at  Brooklyn,  in  tho 
ftate  of  Maflachufets,  of  reputable  parents ;  and  to 
very  unufual  natural  powers  of  mind  he  added  the 

Vol.  I.  E  e  embel- 
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embelliihments   of  the  traveller ,   the  hlftorian^    th^ 
philqfopher,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  general  circio  of 
fcience ;  but  moft  peculiarly  fhone  in  his  favourite 
profcfTion,  that  of  a  divine. 

^^  His  extenfive  acquaintance  not  only  throughout 
the  United  StateSy  but  in  London ;  moft  of  the  hirz^r^ 
dom  of  England,  and  fome  parts  of  France ;  with  his 
publications  among  the  learned,  render  ufelefs  all 
encomiums.     He  was  eminent  in  the  pulpit  for  his 
oratory,  his  ftrength  of  argument,  his  fuperior  know- 
ledge of  the  facred  Scriptujgj^  his  unbounded  fer- 
vency in  propagating  the  ^^B^  of  Jefus.Chrift,  as 
not  only  offering,  but  in  tl^^oft  unequivocal  man- 
ner fecuriD|^  peace  and  falvation  to  all  intelligent 


er  lecurin|^  \ 
beings^^^ 
•jfW^hrii 


]!hriftiaA  Ci^|id  may  be  learned  by  thofe 
who  read  his  Dialo^R  on  the  Reftoration  of  all 
Things ;  but  more  fully  iiurifkod  by  his  aflbciates 
in  life,  and  the  fp^tators^^^  death,  where  this 
•  luminary  of  the  ^Hn^ian^illi  (k^iic  m\h  peculiar 
luftre,  ^m  m^M 

'*  Here  was  to  be  fecn  the  moft  difordered  and  dif- 
trefled  ftate  of  bod}^,  with  a  mind  more  calm  than 
his  moft  indifferent  fpedators ;  ferene  and  brighten- 
in*^  at  the  near  approach  of  death,  like  the  increaling 
light  of  the  morning  without  clouds;  as  a  dying  man 
•calling  on  his  attendants  to  bear  witnefs  to  his  un- 
fhiken  feilh,  artd  reliance  on  thatfyjlsm  of  the  gofpel  he 
bad  (o  fully  publifhed,  and  frequently  inculcated 

ftom 


iitxn  the  poJpit.  'iTie  private  clmra<9'cr  of  tHe  de^ 
eeaied  tnoft  cleariy  evinced  the  benevofence  afnd  fin» 
cetity  of  his  profeflioft ;  and  his  philanthropy  was  a? 
Hirfffrnted  as  the  extent  of  his  creed.  Even  flandef 
and  falfehood  had  no  appeal  hnt  to  ignorance  andf* 
malice^  in  their  various  attacks  upon  his^  reputati'on. 

'*  Serenity  of  mind,  calmnefs  of  temper,  warrhth' 
of  firiendihip,  and  compaflion  for  the  diftrefled,  y^ttt- 
prominent  features  in  his  life  and  converfation.--^ 
Howrever  dtftrefflng  to  a  bereaved  relr£f;  axt  ^gcdfa^ 
ther  and  brothers,  a  numerous  acjuahttancey  arid  fc? 
Ae  world  \n  gtn^n^  the  frparatioit  of  an  affe6Hdnf- 
ate  hulband,  a  dufpl  child,  beloved  brother,  arid:' 
amuMe  friend,  guide  and  pattern  of  "Chriftian  virttie^ 
let  not  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  the  fovereign 
Difpofer  of  all  human  events  be  forgoflBkJ)ut  let  us 
l^fe  his  nrime,  that  this  candle  of  the  M^Aifcas  {o 
long  continued  to_tfttni,  and  that  we  have  bcea 
bleiled  with  his  li^Hj^ 


t^rom  the  a^HHImint  4b>ur  departed  friend,  it 
ippedr*  th*  h^  \v^^  m  I  I  ]  rcfpedted  by  many  in  Ame- 
lieai ;  that  he  fpent  nearly  the  three  laft  years  of  his 
life  there  in  great  tifefulnefs,  and  died  in  the  midft 
of  his  labours,  much  lamented.  The  congregation 
srt  Pjtrlianient  Court  Chapel,  as  a  tribute  of  refpe<5t. 
to  his  ittteniory,  and  ds  a  ptoof  of  their  attachment  fa 
the*  do&riwe  which  he  taught,  put  their  chapel  into- 
fldobi'nteg,  and  A  ftntion  w^s  preadhed  to  a  very  nu- 
\  • '  .  E  e  2  merous 
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^[icrous  auditxjry  by  William  Vidler,  from  Heb.    11^ 
4*  He  being  deady  yet  fpeaketk.     At  the  requeft     of 
miany  who  heard  it  the  fermon  will  be  publifhecf, 
with  the  hymns  which  were  made  on  that  occafion. 
In  our  future  numbers  will  be  inferted  as  much    erf" 
the  biography  of  Mr.  Winchefter  as  we  are  acquaint- 
ed with,  and  a  review  of  his  writings  ;  together  with 
large  extra<5ls  from  the  letters  which  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Mortimer  when  hfc  left  England. 

May  the  great  tniths  of  God,  of  which  he  was  Cc^ 
eminent  a  witnefs,  be  duly  imprefled  upon  the  minds 
pf  the  manyy  who  have  learned  (xopi  his  rniniftry,  and 
writings,  that  God  is  love.        t^ 

June  20,  1797  Wm.  Vidler. 


&JfRll 


THE  £|dP>RIETY  OF  THE  MIRACLES  OF 
MOSES  IN  EGYI^, 

[continued  prom   PA0E   235.^ 

nr^HE  heart  of  Pha||^ti  cijritiiHic^l  hardened-   Je- 
.JL     hovah  therefore  fent  the  (  'ague^  that  of 

locti^.  This  contemptible  infedl  has  been  in  all  ages 
a  fcourge  to  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  globe.  It 
is  not  lingular  that  they  fhould  devour  the  moft  juicy 
plants  and  fruits,  fuch  as  melons,  and  all  manner  of 
garden  fruits  and  herbs ;  nor  that  they  (hould  feed 
alfo  upon  aromatic  plants,  fuch  as  laycnder,  thyme^ 
rofemary,   &c. ;   but  it  is  very  Angular  that  they, 

equally 
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equally  eat  muftard,  onions,  and  garlic ;  nay,  even 

hemlock,  and  the  moft  rank  and  poifonous  plants, 

ftich  as   the  thorn-apple,    and  deadly  nightflhade: 

fuch  is  their  univerfal  taftc,  that  they  do  not  prefer 

the  innocent  mallow  to  the  bitter  furze,  or  rue,  or 

wormwood;  confuming  all  alike:  even  the  young 

branches,  nay,  the  very  bark  of  trees,  are  confumed 

by  them.     It  is  remarkable  that  they  never  breed  in 

well  cultivated  countries,  but  always  in  fome  barren 

and  deiblate  fpot.     Hence  Africa  and  Arabia  have 

always  been  the  grSt  repolitories  of  them,  from 

which  •  deiart  countries  they  have  iflued  forth,  and 

been  the  heavieft  of  all  calamities  to  other  lands.    So 

prodigious  are  their  numbers,  that  thelflfc  is  ibme- 

times  darkened  by  them.     In  vain  do  the  wfttched, 

•  inhabitants  dig  trejiches  round  their  gardens,  olive 

grounds,  and  vine^Bb,  and  fill  them  with  water; 

and  in  vain  do  tl^^^Llle  fires  of  vaft  length  to  de-> 

llroy  them :  th^l^^ffes,  though  deep  and  large^ 

are  foon  entirely  irod  up ;  and  the  fires,  however 

fierce,  are  foon  put  out  by  their  multitudes.     Every 

tree  is  ftripped,  and  every  herb  deflroyed,  wherever 

they  alight ;  and  when  a  wind  conducts  them  out  to 

fea,  and  they  fall  into  it  and  are  drowned,  they  then 

are  waflied  upon  the  fhore  in  fuch  quantities,  that, 

putrifying,  they  infedl  the  air  with  their  ftench,  and 

caufe  a  deadly  peftilence.     Such  are  the  horrors  of  a 

vifitation  by  locu^.     All  thefe  horrors  were  realized 

in  Egypt*      The  Uciift^  fays  Mofes,  went  up  over  all 

Ee3  ih^ 
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the  land  of  Egypt ^  and  refied  in  all  the  coajls  of  Bgyp^i 
very  gri^Qus  were  they,  for  they  covered  the  face  of 
the  whole  earthy  fo  that  the  land  was  darkened  \  ^nd 
they  did  eat  ^ery  herb  of  the  landy  and  all  f he  fruit  of  th^ 
trees  which  the  hail  had  left ;  and  there  ren^ined  not 
any  green  thing  in  th^  trees ,  or  in  the  herbs  of  th^  field 
fhrough  all  the  land  of  Egypt.      The   Egyptians, 
^niong  the  other  elements,  worfliipped  the  windSr 
Jehovah,  to  Ihew  that  they  were  only  his  agents, 
fent  a  ftrong  caft  wind,  and  brought  the  locufts;  and 
then  a  ftrong  weft  wind,  aq^ft  cqnveyed  thena  iqtq 
the  Rod  Se^. 

As  the  obduracy  of  Pharaoh's  heart  ftill  oootkiued^ 
Jehovah  |ppt  on  to  (hew  his  power  over  }^  el^T 
mentSr  ▼be  ninth  plague,  whilft  it  fevcrely  punUh^ 
pd  the  Egyptians  fpr  tbeir  cnjel^  to  the  Hebrews, 
ftruck  at  tbp  very  foMndation^Hl  idolatry.  It  ap^ 
^ears  that  the  firft  objecSts  of  jplbli'pus  woribip  were 
the  contending,  powers  of  li||pm4  darkx^^  and 
that  the  benevolent  principle,  or  the  power  oi  light, 
was  every  where  believed  tq  maintain  a  cooftant  fu^r 
periority  over  the  power  of  darknefs.  Such  was  the 
faith  of  the  ancient  Perfians ;  and  fuch,  as  ft  very 
learned  writer  has  lately  proyed,  was  likewile  the 
faith  of  the  earlier  Egyptians.  It  was  thercfi>re,  with 
wifdom  truly  divine,  that  God,  to  fhew  the  vanity 
of  their  imaginations,  brought  upon  thofe  votaries  of 
light,  w*:o  fancied  tLemfelves  the  offspring  o^th^ 
f^n,  a  pretof  oatur^  4arkpe6;j  whicl)  all  the  powers 

Pf 
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o(  their  fupreme  deity  and  his  fubordinatc  agents 
could  not  difpel.    Thus  did  the  Almighty  fhcw,  that 
it  was  He  who  formed  the  light ^  and  created  darhu/s. 
The  tenth  and  lafl  plague  brought  upon  this  idola^ 
trous  pebple  was  more  univerfally  and  feverely  felt 
than  any  which  preceded  it.     It  was  likewife,  in 
(bme  fenfe,  an  inftance  of  the  law   of  retahatkn, 
which  requires  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth,  &c. 
Mofes  was  commanded,  at  his  firft  interview  with 
Pharaoh,  to  f^y,  Thus  faith  Jehovah^  Ifrael  is  myfon^ 
s^jen  my  firfi-horn.     Let  viyfon  gOy  that  he  may  ferve 
me :  and  if  thou  refufe  to  let  him  go^  I  will  flay  thy 
Jon^  evm  thy  firft-hom.     But  before  this  denuncia- 
tion was  put  in  execution  every  attempt  was  made  to 
foften  the  hardened  heart  of  the  obftinate  tyrant. 
The  waters  of  his  fucred  river  were  tiimed   into 
blood,  and  aJI  the  fi(h  that  it  contained  were  flain  ; 
frogs  were  brougl^JlJl  over  the  land  to  pollute  the 
people ;  th^  min^jgiff  of  religion  were  rendered  fi> 
impure  by  verqpin,^  that  they  could  not  difcharge 
their  wonted  offices ;  vaft  fwarms  of  flies  were  fent 
to  annoy  the  whole  nation ;  the  animals  mod  revered 
as  gods,  or  emblems  of  gods,  were  cut  off  by  a 
murrain  ;  the  elements,  that  were  every  where  wor- 
(hipped  as  divinities,  carried  through  the  land  a  de- 
vaftation,  which  was  complected  by  fwarms  of  lo- 
cufts ;  the  aflies  of  the  facred  furnace,  which  were 
thought  to  convey  bleffings  whitherlbever  they  wer^ 
wafted  by  th.e  winds,, were  made  to  communicate 

E^  4  incurable 
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incurable  difeafes ;  a  thick  and  preternatural  darknefa 
was  fpread  over  the  kingdom,  in  defiance  of  the 
power  of  the  great  Oftrls ;  and  when  the  hearts  of 
the  people  and  their  fovereign  continued  ftill  obdu- 
rate, the  cldeft  fon  of  each  family  was  flain,  becaufe 
they  refufedto  let  Ifrael  go,  GocTsJirft-bom.  From 
this  univerfal  peftilence  the  Ifraelites  were  preferved 
by  fprinkling  the  door-polls  of  their  houfes  with  the 
blood  of  one  of  the  animals  which  were  adored  in 
.^Egypt ;  a  fa6l  which,  as  it  could  not  be  unknown 
to  Pharaoh  or  his  fubje6ts,  ought  to  have  convinced 
that  people  of  the  extreme  abfurdity  of  their  impious 
fuperftitions.  This  efFe6l  it  feems  not  to  have  had  ; 
but  the  death  of  the  firft-born  produced  the  delive- 
rance of  the  Hebrews ;  for  when  it  was  found  that 
ihere  was  not  a  houfe  where  there  was  not  one  deady 
Pharaoh  called  for  Mofes  and  Aaron  by  night,  and 
faid.  Rife  up,  and  get  you  foUP  from  among  my 
people,  both  you  and  the  childri^^f  Ifrael,  and  blcfs 
me  alfo.  And  the  ^Egyptians  wfre  urgent  upon  the 
people,  that  they  might  fend  them  out  of  the  land  in 
hafte,  for  they  faid.  We  be  all  dead  men. 

Though  Pharaoh  and  the  bulk  of  the  people  were 
Hill  attached  to  their  fcnfelcfs  idolatry,  yet  it  is  in- 
credible to  fuppofe  that  many  were  not  delivered 
from  it,  and  became  worftiippers  of  the  one  true  Je- 
hovah. As  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  recorded,  that  God 
gave  the  people  favour  in  the  fight  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  they  borrowed  of  them,  i.  e.  took,  ^yhat  the 

-^.gyptiana 
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Egj'ptians  lent,  i.  e.  gave,  even  jewels  of  filver,  and 
jewels  of  gold ;  fo  that  the  Ifraelites  delivered^  not 
fpoikdy  the  iEgptians,     It  fhould  feem  that  thcfe 
jcwelsoflilver  and  gold  were  of  an  idolatrous  kind, 
having  fome  reprefentation  of  their  deities  upon  them, 
or  after  having  been  confccrated  were  worn  in  ho- 
nour of  their  idols,  or  as  charms  to   preferve  the 
wearers  from  evil.     Thefe  were  put  upon  the  fons 
and  daughters  of  the  Ifraelites,  in  token  of  the  tri- 
umph of  Jehovah  over  the  gods  of  Egypt,  and  were 
afterwards  devoted  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  tabernacle. 
Thus   many  of  the  Egyptians  were  delivered  from 
idolatry.     The  infatuation  of  Pharaoh  and  his  amiy, 
after  all  this,  is  truly  furprifing.     Perhaps  there  is 
fomething  in  the  exercife  of  tyranny  that  blinds  the 
eyes,  and  hardens  the  heart,  and  leads  tyrants  on  to 
their  deftru6lion.     This  at  leaft  was  the  cafe  of  the 
monarch  of  Egypt,  who,  intoxicated  with  the  prac- 
tice of'oppreffion,  arofeand  purfued  the  emancipated 
Ifraelites,  to  bring  them  back  to  flavcry  ;  but  this 
delign  was  fruftrated  by  Jehovah,  and  Pharaoh  and 
all  who  were  engaged  in  it  were  drowned  in  the  Red 
Sea.     To  (hew  the  Angular  propriety  of  this  miracle, 
we  muft  remember,  that  the  fea  was  alfo  an  objedl  of 
adoration.     Thus  did  the  God  of  Ifrael  execute  judg^ 
ment  upon  all  the  gods  of  Egypt. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  fee  that  the  defign  of 
God  in  thus  chaftifing  the  Egyptians,  in  a  way  that 
l^ath  never  yet  been  repeated  on  any  nation,  was 

merciful. 


^54  THE  UNIVERSALIST  S  MISCEWANT. 

mercifu).     It  was  to  teach  them  that  Jehovah  was 
God^  that  they  might  fear  hhi). 


Different  Tranjlations  of  the  Hebrew   Word  Gnolam, 
as  itjiands  in  the  EngUJh  Bible. 

IN  the  controverfy  concerning  the  duration  of  fu- 
ture mifery,  thofe  who  contend  for  its  eternity 
have  refted  a  confiderable  part  of  their  arguments 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  Hebrew,  gnolam ;  the  word 
by  which  the  duration  of  future  punifhment  is  ex- 
prefled  in  the  Old  Teftament.     The  word  which  in 
the  Septuagint,  and  in  the  New  Teftament,  anfwera 
to  gnolam^  is  aion.     A  view  of  the  different  tranfla- 
tions  which  are  given  to  thofe  may  ferve  to  fhew  that 
neither  of  them  mcejfqrily  mean  eternal,     I  (hall  be- 
gin with  the  gnolam  of  the  Old  Teftament.     It  has 
the  following  renderings : 
1.  Of  old.     Gen.  vi.  4.  and  1  Sam.  xxvii.  8.    Jer 
xxviii.  8.    Lam.  iii.  6.  Amos  ix,  11.     Micah 
vii.  14.  Mai.  iii.  1.  Ifai*  Ixiii.  8.  Ifai.  li.  p. 
ft.  Old.     Job  xxii.  15.  Pro  v.  xxiii.  10.    Jer.  vi.  ifl, 

3,  Old  time.     Jofliua  xxiv.  2.    Jer.  ii.  20,     Ezek, 

xxvi.  20. 

4.  Ancient  times.     Pfal.  Ixxvii.  5. 

p.  Ancient,     Pr  *^  xxii,  28.  Ifai.  xliv.  7^  Jer.  v.  15. 

Ezek.  xxxvi.  2. 
6.  World.     Pfal,  Ixxiii,  12.    Ecclef.  iii.  U.    Ifai. 

Ixiv.  4. 

7,  Long. 
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7.  Long,     Pfal.  cxliii.  3. 

8.  Longtime.     Ifai.  xlii.  14. 

9.  At  any  time.     Lev.  xxv.  32. 
10*  CoDtinuance.     Ifai.  Ixiv.  5. 

H,  Everiafting.  Geo.  xvii.  18.  chap,  xlviii.  3-— 4, 
and  xlix.  26.  chap.  xvii.  13.  Exod.  xl.  15. 
Lev.  xvi.  34.    Numb.  xxv.  12—13. 

12.  Lafling.     Deut.  xxxii.  15. 

13.  Ever.     Exod.  xxvii.  21.     chap.  xxix.  9.     Lem 

7.  34.  chap.  xvi.  2Q  and  31.  Numb.  x.  viii. 

14.  Perpetual.     Exod.  x^ix.  9.  Lev.  iii.  17.  Numb. 

xix.  21. 
is!  Hide  and  hidden.      Lev.  v.  2,  3y  4.     Numb. 

V.  13.  1  Kings  X.  iii. 
16.  Secr^.     Pfal.  xc.  8.    Ecclef.  xii.  14. 
J 7-  Eternal.    I(ai.  Ix.  15. 
18.  Alway.     Job.  vii.  16. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  word  is  not  athcrwKe 
ti^^flated  elfewhere ;  but  no  other  rendering  has  yet 
occurred  to  me.  Neither  is  it  fiippofed  that  every 
place  in  which  the  word  is  found  in  the  above  fenfej 
is  referred  to  j  but  fufficient  inftances  are  here  pro- 
duced  to  (hew,  that  the  word  does  not  convey  the 
idea  of  eodltfs  duration.  If  aqy  one  can  give  a  reafqn 
why  the  word  is  not  to  be  underdood  in  a  limk-r 
ted  f^nfe,  whenever  it  conveys  the  idea  of  duration^ 
bp  is  SMntOly  deiiml  to  make  it  known. 

A3RAHAM  BENNETT. 

StnonT' 
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Synonymous  Words  distinguished. 
Sincerity,  Franknejs,  Plaimiejs,  Ingenugufnefs. 

SINC^iRITY  prevents  our  fpeaking  otherwilc 
than  we  think,  and  is  a  virtue,  Franknefs  makes 
us  fppak  as  we  think,  and  is  a  natural  efFedl.  Plain- 
nefs  is  fpeaking  freely  what  we  think,  and  fprings 
fometimes  from  want  of  refledlioru  Ingeytuoufnefs 
piakes  us  declare  what  we  know,  and  is  often  a  folly. 

hjincere  man  will  not  deceive  ;  a  frank  man  will 
pot  diflemble  ;  a  plain  man  will  not  flatter ;  an  inge^ 
fiuous  man  knows  not  how  to  conceal  any  thing. 

Sincerity  is  of  great  value  in  the  intercourfe  of  the 
heart.  Franknefs  facilitates  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  Plainnefs  is  often  confidered  as  a  want  of 
politenefs.  Ingenuoufnefs  is  frequently  found  to  err 
againft  prudence. 

The  fncere  are  always  efteemed.  The  frank  pleafe 
all  the  world.  The  plain  fometimes  offend.  The 
ingenuous  often  betray  themfclves. 


QUESTION. 

IS  the  true  etymological  fenfe  of  the  word,  ever^ 
exprelTive  of  endlefs  duration  ?  If  it  be,  from 
whence  come  the  phrafes,  for  ever  and  ever,  and 
evermore.  The  former  fignifying  a  fucceffion,  the 
latter,  more  than  ever.  An  anfwer  to  this  quefiioa 
by  any  perfon  would  oblige, 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 
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CONTROVERSY  OF  THE  INFINITE  EVIL  OF  SIN. 

Continued. 

TO  THE  EDITOR, 
DEAR  SIR, 

PERUSING  the  fourth  number  of  your  Mifcel- 
lany,  I  could  not  but  admire  the  ingenuous  ar- 
guments therein  adduced  to  prove  fin  not  infinite^ 
But,  Sir,  you  do  it  chieifly  from  reafon ;  but  as  I  am 
a  Chriftian,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  be  guided  by 
Scripture.  I  remarked,  in  reading  Job  xxii,  5.  thi? 
paflagc — "  Is  not  thy  wickednQfs  great,  and  thine 
iniquities  infinite  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  argue  thus  :  If  thia 
text  be  true,  our  fins  are  infinite^  and  of  neceflity 
that  they  deferve  infinite  (that  is  endlefs)  punifli- 
ment.  This  is  a  fa6l  too  clear  to  be  defied.  Until 
you  can  clear  up  this  incontrovertible  paflage,  your, 
arguments  in  the  laft  Number  are  vain.  I  (hould 
not  have  troubled  you ;  but  you  challepgcd  us  to 
produce  chapter  and  verfe,  which  having  done  briefly, 
mufi:  expe<5l  fome  of  your  correfpondents  to  anfwer.. 
In  fo  doing  you  will  give  a  mortal  ftab  to  the  fcnti-r 
ment  of  endlefs  mifcry,  and  oblige  your's,  in  the 
bonds  of  peace. 
;  Jun^Z,  1797.  BENJ.  BAINE./ 


ESSAT 


ESSAY  ON  LIBERTY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Umverfali/Fs  Mifcellany. 

SIR, 

THE  prefent  day  is  a  day  of  Liberty  ;  and  it  is 
natural  for  every  intelligent  mind^  to  efpoofe 
her  caufe,  and  be  averfe  to  Slavery.  But  what  hath 
(hoick  me  moft  forcibly  is  this  :  The  ftrongeft  Ad- 
vocates for  Liberty  are  them  who  abfolutely  deny 
man's  free^  agency ;  but  how  men  can  be  at  liberty 
to  d<Sl  without  a  freedom  of  will  I  know  not. 
^  In  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  a  more  diffind^  and 
proper  view  of  the  nature  of  Liberty,  I  Ihall  de- 
fcribe  it  in  the  tvords  g(  a  late  author^  which  hath 
confidered  it  under  the  four  following  general  di- 
viflons,  (i.  e)  Phyfical,  Moral,  Religious,  and  Civil ; 
"  By  Phyfical  Liberty  (fays  he)  I  mean  that  prin- 
ciple of  fpontaneity,  or  felf-detcrmination,  which 
conftitutes  us  agents,  or  which  gives  us  a  command 
Over  our  actions,  rendering  them  properly  ours,  arid 
not  the  immediate  effe(5ls  of  any  other  caufe.*  Moral 
Liberty  muft  be  the  power  of  following,  in  all  cir- 
cumrtances,  our  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong,  Or  of  aA- 
ing  in  conformity  to  our  refledling  and  moral  prin- 
ciples, without  being  controuled  by  any  contrary 
principles.  Religious  Liberty  lignifies  the  power  of 
exercifing,  without  moleftation,  that  mode  of  reli- 
gion which  we  think  beft^  or  of  making  the  decifion 

of 
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of  our  own  confciences  refpe6ling  religious  truth  tha 
rule  of  our  conduft,  and  not  any  of  the  decifions  of 
others.  In  like  manner.  Civil  Liberty  is  that  power 
of  a  civil  fociety,  or  State,  to  govern  itfelf  by  its 
own  difcretion,  or  by  laws  of  its  own  making,  with- 
out being  fubje6t  to  any, foreign  difcretion." 

It  Ihould  be  obferved,  that,  according  to  the  defi- 
nitions of  the  different  kinds  of  Liberty,  there  is  one 
general  idea  that  runs  through  them  all,  I  mean  the 
idea  o(  /elf-^ireffioriy  or  f elf -government.  Without 
this,  what  is  man,  btft  a  mere  machine,  a<Sled  upon 
by  fome  foreign  force,  having  no  principle  of  mo- 
tion in  himfelf,  or  command  over  events,  and,  there- 
fore incapable  of  all  merit  or  demerit,  for  without 
liberty,  or  freedom  of  will,  there  muft  ftand  a  force 
oppoiite  to  the  agent's  own  will ;  this  force  is  incom- 
patible with  the  very  idea  of  voluntar}^  motion,  and 
the  fubjecft  of  it  is  a  mere  paffi\  e  inftrument,  which 
never  a6ls,  but  is  always  a6led  upon,  and  muft  be  a 
poor  abject  animal,  without  rights,  without  property, 
and  without  a  confcience. 

If  you  think  this  worthy  a  place  in  your  Mifcd- 
lany,  you  may  infert  it. 

I  am  your's,  &q* 

A  CONSTANT  READEtL 


CON- 
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CONTROVERSY  ON  JONAH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UniverfalifFs  Mifcellany. 

SIR, 

IN  your  Mifcellany  for  lad  month,  I  obferve  a 
.letter  upon  ftri6tures  which  I  had  formerly  writ- 
ten on  Jonah's  being  fwallowed  up  by  the  whale. 
The  Gentleipan  who  wrote  the  letter  I  heartily  thank 
for  it.  ifl.  Becaufe  he  defired  to  prevent  my  doing- 
evil.  2dly,  Becaufe  he  defired  to  do  me  good,  by 
convincing  me  of  an  error  which  he  fuppofed  I  had 
got  into.  And,  3dly,  for  confirming  what  I  had  be- 
fore only  conceived  might  very  poffibly  be  true.  For 
the  weaknefs  of  the  arguments  of  a  perfon,  that  I 
fhould  fuppofe  to  be  a  man  of  fomc  learning,  eftab- 
liflics  my  conjedlure  by  informing  me,  that  it  cannot 
be  objc<9:ed  to,  becaufe  it  is  confifi:ent  to  the  words 
of  Divine  truth.  It  is  true  I  put  no  name  to  what  I 
had  written ;  hatred  or  love  may  caufe  a  novelty  to 
be  either  embraced  or  rejeded  ;  but  when  truth  and 
error  depend  only  upon  the  ftrength  of  argument^ 
then  error  muft  vanifh  before  truth's  fuperior  bright- 
nefs. 

ifi:.  It  is  granted  that  the  word  does  not  fignify  a 
whale.  2dly.  I  had  before  proved  that  the  word 
may  be  applied,  not  to  a  large  fi(h,  but  to  fifh  in  ge- 
neral ;  and,  from  them,  to  a  place  where  fifh,  and 
fifhermen,  refort ;  that  is,  to  a  fifhery ;  and,  3dly, 
that  it  could  not  poflibly  be  a  great  fifh,  becaufe  the 

word. 
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^wx)ni,  radically,  fignifies  to  increafe  or  multiply;  and 
therefore,  being  a  ^ord  implying  multitude,  it  can- 
not ju^Iy  be  applied  to  a  large  fifh,  which  does  not  in- 
creafe numeroufly,  but  is  very  properly  applied  to  the 
fmaller  fifti,  all  of  which  are  known  to  be  wonder- 
fully prolific.  4thly,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  re- 
ference to  Jofephus  proves  nothing.  In  his  day  the 
Hebrew  was,  as  it  now  is,  a  dead  language;  we  have, 
therefore,  an  equal  ability lo  underftand  it  with  him; 
the  Jews  of  his  day  fpeaking  Syriac,  and  not  He- 
brew. Again,  the  ftory  he  tells  of  Jonah  being  caft 
upon  the  Euxine  is  very  improbable.  He  mull  have 
l)ecn  carried  by  the  whale  through  the  Mediter- 
ranean, between  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Euxine, 
where  a  fifh  of  that  fpecies  has  never  yet  been  founfi ; 
and  when  landed,  would  have  had  barbarous  coun- 
tries to  go  through  to  Nineveh,  that  no  traveller  has 
ever  yet  dared  to  trufl  himfelf  in,  without  imminent 
peril.  Perhaps,  Sir,  the  Gentleman  thinks  to  fupport 
tiie  credibility  of  the  account,  and  to  fbengthen  his 
feith,  that  it  is  neceflary  the  whole  ftory  fhould  be 
filled  with  inconfiflencies  and  improbabilities;  for  my 
part,  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  am  fo  very  credulous, 
that  to  me  it  is  fufiicient  that  I  fee  the  hand  of  God 
in  it,  and  that  Chrift  has  acknowledged  its  truth,  for 
me  to  believe  it,  without  having  one  improbability, 
added  to  make  it  appear  more  miraculous.  5thly. 
The  Greek  word  Seemeion,  which  our  Lord  ufes. 
Matt.  xii.  39.  does  not  neoeflarily  imply  a  miracle, 
Vol.1.  Ff  but 
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Vut  a  %n,  a  mark.  And  here  I  will  refer  you  to 
iny  former  {lri<9:ures,  to  ihew  how  exactly,  fuf>po6ag 
Jonah  was  cad  into  a  rock^  he  typified  the  Loird  J^£as> 
Chrift  ;  but  in  the  belly  of  a  fifh,  excepting  in  leng^ 
of  time,  it  is  not  poffible  to  draw  amy  parallel  be- 
tween thera. 

Laftly,  Sir,  I  fliould  like  to  alk  the-  Geatlcmxia,, 
what  he  n^eans  by  chance  ?  It  is,  Sir,  a  doclrine  that 
I  think  ought  not  to  compofe  a  part  of  a  Chriftiaa's 
creed.  I  believe  in  a  Providence^  which,  as  Augus- 
tine faid  before  me,  furveys  the  whole  unlverfe^  as 
if  it  was  but  one  individual,  and  each  individual,  a& 
if  he  compofed  the  whole  univerfe ;  a  Providence^ 
Sir,  that  protedls  fparrows,  and  numbers  the  hairs  of 
QUr  heads.  To  me,  therefore,  it  is  very  immaterial 
whether  Jehovah  fufpends  the  laws  of  Nature,  tQ  de- 
fend or  puniCli  his  creatures ;,  or  whether  he  gjvea 
them  increafed  force,  and  directs  them  to  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  that  end  he  ordaineth  ;  in  each,  in  all^  it 
is  the  hand  of  Jehovah,  to  it  would  I  bow  with  holy 
reverence.  The  word  of  God  is  true ;  it  cannot  be? 
overturned  by  inveftigation  :  if,  therefore^  the  ac- 
count of  Jonah  and  the  whale  is  \yritten  by  the  fpirit 
tof  truth,  the  clofeft  examination  will  but  eftebliflj  the 
fa6l.  On  the  contrary,  if  mif-tranflated,  let.it  be 
cocrefted,  for  falfehood  never  can  confirtn  the  truth* 
The  very  fam^  arguments  that  ha.ve  been  ,  Urg€?dr 
againft  fueh  alterations  will  be  what  bas  been  brougilt\ 
forward  againft  the  reformations  by  Luther,  Caiviii^ 

Wbit&ld 
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Whitfield,  Wefley^  Winchefter;  nay,  againft  thi 
reformation  by  the  Lord  Jefos  Chrift.  And  to  fuch 
objecti<ins  from  Proteftants,'  the  anf\^r  of  Chrift  wiH 
^ply — *^  Ye  build  the  fepulchres  of  thi5  Prophets^ 
and  adorn  the  monuments  of  the  righteous,  and  iay> 
if  we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  fethers,  we  .would 
not  have  been  partners  with  them  *  in  the  blood  of 
the  Prophets,'*  Verily,  thw  condu6l  being  like  that 
of  their  fathers,  they  have  pafled  the  Sentence  of  eon-* 
demiiiation  upon  themfelves,^  and  only  wait  for  an  op- 
portunity, by  outward  adlion,  ^*  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
fofie  of  their  fathers  fins."  I  would  not,  upon  any 
aecoont  apply  this  obfervation  to  the  writer  of  the 
tetter,  but  ta  his  mode  of  reafoning;  his  motived 
taay  be  upright,  I  truft  they  are ;  Burt:  fo  alfa  are  the 
iBOtived  of  thofe  who  fhaft  be  faved  in  the  day  of  the 
IxMfd,  whitft  all  their  works  Ihall  be  burnt  up,  arid) 
they  lofe  their  reward.  May  peace.  Sir,  be  xrttb 
him  ;  may  he  be  blefled  with  increafed  wifdom,  and 
bring  forth  its  fruits  in  a  fpirit  of  love,  that  he  may 
have  an  abundant  reward  adminiftered  to  him  in  that 
day,  when  the  Saviour  fhall  beftow  upwards  4into  all 
his  Saints  aiccordii^  to  their  works.  Farewel.       Y. 


TO  THE  editor:. 
BEAR  SIR, 

UPON  the  ground  of  mercy,  every  One  will  be 
judged  and  puniflied  accoi^iing  to  their  works 
done  in  the  body,  good  or  bad;  therefore,  blefled- 

Ff2  -         are 
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m^  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord^  lor  they  (hall  ceai^ 
fiom  their  kibours^  and  the  iecond  death  fhall  havei 
00  power  over  them ;  ^ut,  at  the  fame  time^  the  final 
leftoration  off  all  lapfed  intelligences  is  determined 
on  by  Almighty  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jefiis 
Chrift,  who  ia  to  be  the  Judge  and  the  Saviour. 

This  doiSbine  appears  to  me  to  be  as  clearly  point- 
ed out  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  as  when  I  (land  by 
the  fea-fide  at  noon-day,  the  light  of  the  fun,  with 
the  help  of  my  eyes,  tells  me  which  is  land  and 
which  is  water ;  but  here  I  muft  acknowledge,  that 
Mr.  Winchefter  gave  me  the  key  to  this  truth ;  foe 
before  his  arrival  in  this  country,  I  walked  between 
two :  on  the  one  hand,  I  loved  the  Calvinift,  becaufe 
he  told  me  the  following  truth,  that  every  thing  good 
which  I  received  was  from  the  free,  unmerited  mercy 
of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.  I  loved  the  Arminian,  be- 
caufe he  told  me  that  God  was  love ;  that  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  and  that  Chrift  Jefus 
tafted  death  for  every  man,  &c.  Neverthelefs,  in 
other  things  I  knew  they  were  both  wrong,  but  could 

OOt  tell  how  to  put  them  right.     A  Mr.  N ,  a 

particular  Baptift,  and  a  particular  friend  of  mine, 
whom  I  had  great  afFedlion  for  as  a  man,  and  loved 
as  a  brother  in  Chrift  ;  but  as  we  could  not  exactly 
agree  in  fentiment,  we  had  frequent  difputations,  but 
our  arguments  never  came  to  any  thing,  fo  as  to 
throw  light  upon  the  fubjedjt ;  therefore  I  was  deter- 
mined, if  poflible,  to  leave  them  off,  as  they  very  of- 
ten 
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ten  gave  me  pain,  left  I  (houW  fay  ibmethiog  con- 
trary to  truth,  by  which  means  I  might  offend  God^ 
fo  I  lent  him  the  following  lines.  If  you  think  them 
worth  a  place  in  your  Univerfalift's  Mifceljany,  plegfe 
to  infert  them.  I  hope  your  Readers  will  find  i|j 
them  a  fpirit  of  zeal,  and  at  the  fame  time  modera- 
tion, which  are  grand  articles  in  uniting  Chriftians 
of  all  denominations  in  love  and  afft&lon  one  tpwards 
pnothen 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  refpedlful  friend, 

And,  I  truft,  brother  in  Chrift, 

J.THORNHILL, 

June  b,  1797» 

May  we  unite  to  ferve  the  Lord  with  car«. 

Make  known  our  wants,  as  he  commands^  I^  prayer^ 

Have  no  difpute  in  things  beyond  our  ken. 

For  He  is  God,  and  we  are  only  Men, 

What  God  decrees  is  right,  and  none  can  fay. 

What  haft  thou  done  ?  or  turn  his  hand  away  % 

Juftice  for  ever  fits  upon  his  Throne, 

And  fmlling  Mercy  by  his  Son  is  known. 

To  form  a  foul  finccre  who  dares  pretend, 

Or  walh  it  clean  till  God  his  fpirit  fend  ? 

We  are  fo  foyl,  corrupt  in  every  part, 

TTJiftt  none  but  Chrift  can  cleanfc  the  finncr*s  heart, 

Ff3  ANSWER 
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ANSWER  TO  A  QUESTION  ON  CONT- 
SCIENCE. 

WHx\T  13  natural  confcience,  and  how  are  its 
workings  to  be  diftingiiifhed  from  the  ope-? 
rations  of  the  Spirit  of  God  } 

ANSWER. 

Natural  confcience  is  a  prodigal  fon ;  fpiritual  con- 
fcience  is  a  dutiful  fon.  Natural  confcience  tells  a 
man  when  he  does  wrong,  and  makes  him  unhappy, 
but  this  unhappinefs  arifes  from  fear  of  difgrace  or 
punifhment. 

The  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  confcieq.ce 
tells  a  man  when  he  does  wrong,  and  makes  him  mi- 
happy,  but  this  unhappinefs  is  in  confequence  of  filial 
affedtion  to  tl^e  Qbj.eclt  offeaded,  which  is  God,  whom 
he  know^  tabe  of  p^irer  eyes  t^an  tp  t)QhpWjni(jWty 
with  approbation,  and  makes  him  wat^h  that  h*  iwy 
not  offend  again. 

SEMPHRONIUS. 

To  the  Editor  ofjie  U?iivefjl4ifi" s  Mlfcdlany^ 

SIR,  ,  . 

AS  a  general  acquaintance  with  mankind  fcems 
to  deftroy  local  pi'cjudices,  fo  a  general  ac- 
quaintance with  the  individuals  wlio  form  the  various 
fc6ls  of  Chriftians,  will  confiderably '  diminifh  party 

prejudices, 
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prejudices ;  at  Icaft  I  have  found  it  to  be  fo  in  my 
xnind^  havings;  had  the  happinefs  of  being  favoured 
Avith  the  friend fhip  of  many  Cbriflians  of  dificrcnt 
opinions  in  matters  of  religion,  nr^cn  whom  I  have 
reaibn  to  believe  are  poflefled  of  real  piety,  and  who 
love  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  having  continually  before 
them  the  hope  of  immortal  glory.  I  cannot  but  fee 
in  them  a  fimilarity  of  purfuit,  but  a  diverfity  in  ideas 
concerning  the  road  to  it,  which  fecms  chiefly  to  arife 
fVom  education,  or  judgment,  or  knowledge,  and, 
perhaps,  from  a  combination  of  the  whole ;  and,  as  I 
anticipate  with  holy  joy  the  period  when  we  fliall  be 
of  one  heart  and  mind,  arifing  from  a  perfed  know- 
ledge of  the  good  word  of  God  being  difFufed  through 
the  whole  earth,  I  ardently  long  to  lend  an  helping 
hand  to  pull  down  that  grand  impediment  which 
feems  to  me  to  prevent  it,  the  prejudice  of  party,  the 
pride  of  fentiment. 

There  are  but  few  Chriftians  but  what  love  to  con- 
verfe  upon  the  general  principles  of  Chriftianity ; 
then  they  are  all  love,  meeknefs,  patience ;  but  in- 
troduce a  fentiment  contrary  to  their  creed,  the  feenq 
changes  ;  it  is  hr.fte,  impatience,  and  too  often  a 
fomethingw^orfe,  will  fuch  tempers  in veftigate truth? 
Were  men  of  the  world  to  pofTefs  them  in  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  the  arts  and  fcicnces,  would  there  not  be 
an  end  to  all  improvement  ?  Ilov;  much  lefs  fhould 
it  be  admitted- into  the  difcuffion  of  hofe  truths, 
which  all  parties  allow  tliat  but  a  very  final!  part  of, 

F  f  4  are 
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are  at  prefent  known,  apd  that  every  the  lead  addition 
to  their  ftock  of  knowledge  is  an  invaluable  ^quifi- 
$ion,  but  the  mifs  of  it  a  real  lofs, 

If  Chriftians  who  differ  with  them  are  in  an  error,- 
furely  unde%ned  error  is  not  in  its  owq  nature  vi-r 
cious,  efpecially  where  the  heart  is  right.     But  Aip- 
pofe  it  vicious,  yet  Chrift  endures  the  contradi^Jlion 
of  finners,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  in  the 
meeknefs  of  wifdom  to  ipflru6t  them.     The  Scrip- 
tures fay  that  ^*  God  is  love!"  If  fo,  all  the  do6lrine5i 
that  flo\y  from  him  muft  partake  of  bis  nature*    He 
declares  that  He  is  "  flow  to  ^nger,  Ipng-fufFering, 
unbounded  ii^  goodnefs."    How  then  can  impati^tj 
fretful,  angry  Chriftians  be  prepared  for  tl^e  enjoy-r 
ment  of  himj^  when  it  is  faid,  *^  WithQvit  boliqeis 
none  can  fee  the  Lord."     Without  that  internal  and 
external  feparation  from  all  that  is  contrary  to  his 
nature,  they  cannot  behold  the  Lord's  Chrift  in  his; 
Millenial  kingdom,  but  muft  be  remembered  witl^ 
**  the  reft  of  the  dead  who  rife  not  till  the  tho,ufan4 
years  are  paft,'* 

Chriftians  would  fpon  mpderate  the  fpirit  of  opi- 
nion, were  they  to  confider,  that  Chriftianity  is  npt 
ib  much  right  dodlrines  as  right  tempers ;  thoufands 
of  unenlightened  men  have  become  converted  men, 
truly  fo  in  their  difpofitions  and  life ;  all  they  knew 
was,  "  God  for  Chrift's  fake  has  forgiven  me  my 
fins."  Their  gratitude  was  ma.nifefted  in  their  con- 
dud,  and  declared — If  God  fo  loved  usj^  our  every 

word 
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word  and  adlion  ought  to  teftify  the  fame  overflowing 
love  to  others,  even  our  bittereft  enemies,  much 
more  to  all  who  love  the  Lord  our  Redeemer;  living 
in  this  feith  and  pra<Slice,  at  the  hour  of  death,  angels 
have  triumphantly  carried  them  to  the  bofora  of 
their  Lord.  A  fmile  from  his  joy-infpiring  counte- 
nance, a  few  moments  converfation  with  the  fpirits 
of  juft  men  made  perfeA  has  enlightened  their  un- 
cultivated underftanding,  and  made  them  as  ptrftSt 
in  doiitrines  as  Paul  himfelf. 

It  is  unbecoming  the  Chriftian  fpirit,  when  it  can- 
not bear  contradicftion,  or  even  reproach  ;  but  it  is 
$n  when  it  is  grown  into  impatience  or  wrath,  be- 
cauie  their  creed  is  contradi6led  in  converfation^ 
prayer,  or  preaching ;  it  is  not  the  love  of  truth,  but 
pride,  and  a  ftlf-fufficiency  of  wifdom.  Was  truth 
written  upon  their  hearts,  they  would  be  free  fiom 
fuch  intemperance  of  fpirit.  I  have  long  known  and 
loved  Semphronius ;  he  poflefles  wit,  learning,  and 
piety ,  I  have  always  found  him  anxious  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  ;  he  knows  the  word,  and  loves  it, 
and  ftrives  by  obedience  to  attain  an  high  fituation  in 
the  kingdom  of  his  Lord;  geperous,  difinterefted, 
capable,  and  apt  to  communicate ;  yet,  I  tremble  for 
him.  Semphronius  muft  fubdue  himfelf,  or  lofe  his 
reward.  The  unfe^n  pride  of  his  heart  corrupts  all 
his  Chri^i^  gr^ce,  ai^d  caufea  him  much  oftener  to 
difgrace  the  charafter  of  a  difciplc  than  to  promote 
t|ie  glory  of  his  Lord ;  the  overbearing  impetuofity  of 

his 
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his  fpirit  almoft  continually  cafts  a  Veil  over  thdt  truth 
he  loves.     Poor  Semphronius,  I  grieve  to  find  that 
you  will  fancy,  notwithflanding  all  your  fufferingfs, 
that  wifdom  dwclleth  with  you,  that  Ihe  has  fixed  her- 
throne  on  your  judgment,  and  by  your  lips  muft  efta- 
Wifli   decrees.    -  Oh,  my  friend,    be    humble,     be 
holy,  and  you  muft  be  happy.    The  great  command 
of  our  bleilcd  Mafter  to  his  Difciples  was,  fo  to  a6t, 
"  that  men  beholding  their  good  works  might  glorify 
their  father,  who  is  in  Heaven."     Would  Semphro- 
nius but  do  this,  lie  would  foon  be  convinced,  that 
violence,  anger,  wrath,  with  every  other  wrong  tem- 
per, can  only  encourage,  but  never  coiTed):  error, 
whilft  truth,  according  to  the  maxim  of  our  Lord^ 
has  only  to  be  made  manifell,  and  all  men  would  love 
it,  and  glorify  God  by  their  obedience  ;  the  common 
people  would  gladly  liften  to  the  meek,  the  wife 
Semphronius,  and  praife  Gk)d  for  the  gracious  words' 
that  flowed  from  his  lips. 

When  St.  Paul  fays  that  he  kept  his  body  under,' 
left,  whilft  he  preached  unto  others,  he  himfelf  fhould 
become  a  caft-away.  Surely,  he  means  fomething 
more  than  m'ortifying  his  flefti  by  fafting.  I  rather 
think  the  whole  natural  man,  every  paffion ,  particu- 
larly united  to  the  body,  and  liable  to  be  affe<fted  by 
its  fituation,  its  advantages  or  infirmities,  fuch  ag 
dignity,  frctfulnefs^,  wifdom,  learning,  &c.  and  evi^ 
dently,  upon  this  ground,  that  Chriftianity  is  a  doc-? 
trine  of  love^  and  that  whatever  in  the  fpirit  df  ^ 

Chriftian 
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-Cbriftian  is  contrary  to  love,  is  contrar}^  to  that  <ioc- 

trine  which  his  whole  life  4nd  converfation  fliouM 

twch.     The  tutor  is  in  want  of  inftru6tioa,  he  has 

^[^ligot  the  itidiments  of  thofe  truths  he  would  iociiU  ' 

cate ;  by  taking  a  wrong  conrfe,  he  runs  wide  from 

that  goal  at  which  he  is  aiming;  inftead  of  receiving 

the  wreath  of  victory,  from  an  awful  diftance  he  be-  j 

holds  others  obtain  it,  whom  the  vanity  of  his  heart 

had  too  often  cenfured  for  not  having  began  the  race* 

To  conclude,  public  inftrucStion  may  call  fii>ners 

to  repentance,  it  may  build  up  Chriftians  in  this  moft 

holy  faith,  but  a  meek,  patient,  Chrift-like  difpofi- 

tion,  would  make  more  fincere  converts  to  Ghrifti^ 

Tiity  than  all  the  dazzling  ornaments  that  attend  the 

moft  fplendid  public  gifts. 

Your  (incere  well  wiflier, 

O. 

■-^     ■  '      ■  t 

ANECDOTE. 

DURING  a  late  plague  at  Algiers,  an  officer, 
traverfing  the  flreets  in  the  night,  heard  a 
gr^  difturbance  in  the  houfe  of  an  Englifhman, 
wbpfe  wife  was  turning  every  thing  topfyturvy.  The 
oflfeer,  as  uftial,  when  he  gave  information  of  an  m- 
U&ti  houfe,  the  next  day  caufed  the  door  to  be 
parked,  previckis  to  itn  being  nailed  up  by  authority. 
Thjg  farmed  the  Englifliman,  who  remonftrated  to- 
2|  fopwpr  tpagiftjate ;  and  on  l^ing  confronted  by 
tjbe  office?^  gay^  what  ^ippfeared  to  be  the  moft  irre* 

fragable 
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fragable  proofs,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  fymptoms 
of  the  plague  in  his  habitation.     The  officer  being* 
aiked  what  he  had  to  fay  in  oppofition  to  thefe  al^ 
fertions,  replied,  That  ^hen  he  was  at  the  door,  tlicr 
man's  wife  was  not  only  fcolding,  but  beating  hiin  ; 
and  if  a  houfe  could  be  (aid  to  have  a  greater  fiogid^^ 
he  would  be  content  to  fuflfer  the  imputation  due  ta 
one  who  had  made  a  falfe  accufation. 


ESSAY  ON  THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY, 

Continued  from  page  223 . 

IT  will  be  granted  that  feveral  qualifications  are 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  fit  a  man  for  that  impor- 
tant office.  Learning  does  not  appear  to  be  ahfoJuteJy 
requifite,  although  very  ufeful.  An  unlearned  man 
might,  by  occafionally  preaching,  do  much  good  to 
a  learned  audience,  but  he  could  not  profitably  preach 
to  them  for  a  conftancy.  But  to  be  a  Chriftian  is  an 
abfolute  requifite  for  a  Ghriftian  Minifter.  If  he  be- 
lieves not  himfelf  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  if  he  is 
not  determined  to  know,  and  to  obey  every  command 
of  Chrift,  how  can  he  teach  them  to  others  ?  No 
acquaintance  with  dodrines  or  worldly  learning  will 
compenfate  for  his  not  believing  on  the  Meffiahffiip 
of  Chrift,  not  knowing  him  as  a  Saviour,  and  the  not 
obeying  his  precepts.  For  if  not  a  praAical  Chrif- 
tian, it  is  an  impoflibility  for  him  to  be  a  fucccfsfiil 
teacher  of  Chriflianity,   He  may  be  a  man  of  genius. 
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md  poflcfled  of  every  pleafing  adornment  to  the  hu- 
mau  mind,  but  thefe  will  be  of  no  confequence  to 
lihn  as  a  Chriftian  Minifter,  unlefs  with  them  he  has 
the  fpirit  of  God  to  renew  his  foul,  that  like  Chrift 
\k^  may  be  perfe<ft  in  all  holy  obedience ;  and  with 
this  he  muft  have  fuch  gifts  as  will  qualify  him  fbr 
public  work :  he  muft  be  able  to  inftrudl ;  if  not, 
although  a  Bible  Chriftian,  he  is  not  qualified  to  be  a 
Chriftian  Minifter.   For  fuch  an  office  requires  both 
readinefs  and  ability  to  teach,  and  confequently  fome 
knowledge ;  for  he  who  inftru6ls  muft  be  ftippofed 
to  have  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  that  which  he 
b-eats  of  than  thofe  perfons  who  are  inftrudled  by 
him.     He  muft  alfo  have  warm  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
Chrift,  a  holy  fervency,  an  ardent  love  for  mankind  ; 
and  thefe  muft  all  be  guided  by  knowledge  :  in  all 
be  muft  be  dire6led  by  underftanding,  otherwife, 
though  he  love  Chrift,  without  this  warmth  of  heart 
to  promote  his  glory,  and  extenfive  benevolence  to 
mankind,  he  will  become  completely  dead,  cold,  life- 
Icfs,  and  unanimated.    As  a  Minifter,  what  holy  zeal 
did  Paul  feel  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  when  he 
compared  the  anxiety  of  his  heart  to  the  throes  and 
pangs  of  a  woman  in  travail.    "  Now,  (fays  he)  I  live 
if  ye  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord ;  but  if  not,  all  our  hopes 
and  expedlations  die,  for  we  did  hope  ye  would  have 
been  for  our  crown,  but  though  ye  did  run  well,  ye 
are  hindered;  ye  have  begun  in  the  fpirit,  but  ye  end 
in  the  flefli."     Without  holy  zeal,  the  Chriftian  Mi- 
nifter 
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iiifter  cannot  give  up  ^I  for  Chrift,  his  expectation^ 
are  below,  be  has  not  a  fufficiently  animated  view  ci£ 
the  glories  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  to  account  all 
things  below  but  as  dung  and  drofs^  in  comparifon  o£ 
that  glory  that  fliall  be  rcvcaled.     But  it  iss  not  aU 
that  poflefs  fupcrior  knowledge,  an  aptnefs  for  teaclt*    , 
ing,  a  pra6^icd  acquaintance  with  the  truths  of  Chfir- 
tianity,  a  love  to  Chrift,  univerfai  benevolence  to 
mankind,  and  a  holy  zeal  for  the  glory  df  God,  that 
are  Minifters  of  the  word  of  God,  but  there  alfo  re- 
quires an  opportunity  or  an  opening  for  fuch  a  cha- 
racter to  be  of  ufe.     A  taking  by  the  hand  in  the 
conduct  of  divine  Providence,  and  leading  fuch  a  oiie 
into  the  miniftcrial  oflicc,  and  this  may  be  twofold. 

ifl,  A  man  of  warm  zeal  may  be  caft  where  Ikhc 
Gofpel  is  not  known ;    he  may  converfe  upon   it 
amongft  his  neighbours,  they  may  feel  the  power  of 
the  word,  their  eyes  may  be  opened  to  difcem  Chrift 
hath  died  for  them,  their  hearts  may  be  changed,  by 
degrees  a  Chi'iftian  focicty  is  formed,  and  that  man 
who  firft  went  amongft  them,  being  poflefled  of  fu- 
pcrior knowledge,  and  having  holy  zeal  for  Chrift,  of 
ncceflity  becomes  their  teacher  :  fuch  a  one,  in  the 
language  of  the  New  Tcftament  is  the  firft  fruits, 
the  Elder,  the  Bifhop  :  Providence,  perhaps  contrary 
to  his  inclination,  has  brought  him  into  the  work, 
without  any  pomp,  or  ceremony,  or  change  of  gar- 
ment, or  flate,  or  title,  being  reqxiircd  of,  implied  by, 
or  annexed  to  the  office. 

2d]y. 


actty-  Every  noenaberof  a  Chriftian  church,  haviog 

piiblic  gifts  and  zeal,  is  a  bleffing  to  the  brethreo  of 

tJ^at  church  to  which  he  belongs,  his  gifts  grow  by 

tlie  exercife  of  them,  his  brethren  fee  it,  and  have 

only  as  a  body  to  own  what  God  has  done  by  hnn, 

and  entreat  him,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  to  go  forth, 

and  call  finners  to  repentance,  and  build  up  the 

Saint  in  his  moil  holy  faith.  This  man  is  likewife  a  Mi- 

mfter  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chritt,  and  is  by  the  church, 

in  the  name  of  their  Great  Head,  appointed  to  feed 

tjie  flock  oi  Chrifl:,  over  which  he  is  made  an  overfeer. 

But  it  is  truly  ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  thtit  becaufe  a 

man  is  in  one  place  appointed  to  the  minifterial  office, 

that  he  confequcntly  becomes  a  Minirter  to  what- 

fpever  place  he  goes :  No  !  lie  may  be  a  Miniftef 

at  one  place,  and  at  another  nothing  more  than  a 

Chriftian  brother  ;  a.  contrary  dodrine  is  contrary  to 

coHunon  fcnfe ;  it  is  the  Prictt  cmi>loyiug  an  ufurped 

authority  to  ftay  the  limple  hearted  amongft  men- 

For  inftance,  fuppofe  a  man,  in  either  of  the  ways 
w.e  have  before  mentioned,  called  to  labour  in  the 
Miniftry  amongft  an  ignorant  people,  he  knows  but 
Kttle^  they  know  lefs,  he  is  therefore  capable  of  in- 
ftrucSing  them ;  but  he  leaves  them ;  where  be  next 
goes,  the  people  are  wifer  than  he  is,  they  arc  ca- 
pable of  inftrudling  him,  therefore  his  work  cannot 
lie  there ;  and  this  I  mention  to  fliew  the  fimplicity 
of  the  Chriftiaa  Miniftry  ;  it  is  not  intended  for  the 

benefit 
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benefit  of  the  Minifter^  but  the  enlightening  of  the 
people. 

But  the  charader  of  a  Chriftian  Minifter,  this  fee- 
Jongs  to  him  as  fuftaining  the  pafloral  office,  by  the 
choice  and  confent  of  the  congregation ;  they  are^ 
^therefore,  fuppofed  to  be  fufficiently  perfonally  ac- 
quainted with  him  to  be  able  to  examine  him  by  the 
rule  laid  down  by  Paul  to  Timothy,  "  If  a  man  defire 
the  office  of  a  Bilhop,  he  defireth  a  good  work,** 
k  e.  he  defireth  an  office  in  which  he  may  do  much 
good;  it  is   not  defirable  from    being  an  exalted 
ftation,  but  from  its  being  a  fituation  where  he  may 
be  eminently  ufefiil.     To  fit  him  for  fuch  an  office, 
**  be  mufi:  be  blamelefs,"  fo  clear  of  guilt,  that  the 
caufe  he  efpoufes  may  not  be  injured  by  any  imputa- 
tions tliat  may  be  caff  upon  his  charaifter.  "  The  huf- 
band  of  one  wife,"  not  having  more  than  one  at  a 
time,  "  vigilant,"  aftive,  watchfiil,  continually  over- 
feeing  his  flock,  that  he  may  be  able  to  unite  and 
build  up  the  church ;  that  by  their  love,  and  ze^l,  and 
knowledge,  and  inward  and  outward  purity,  they 
may  indeed  be  the  Temple  of  the  Lord,  and  a  light 
unto  mankind.     "  Sober,"  pofleflied  of  fobriety  of 
mind,  knowing  his  proper  fituation,  not  lifted  up  with 
pride,  not  mifi:aking  his  chara6ler  or  office ;  but  "  of 
good  behaviour,  given  to  hofpitality,  apt  to  teach ; 
not  given  to  wine,"  not  fitting  long  over  his  cups, 
much  lefs  given  to  inebriation,  but  ufing  it,  like  every 
other  bleffing  of  Providence,  with  chearfulnefs,  grati- 
tude, 
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tede^  and  teoiperance.  '*  T^o  ftriker,"  no,  not  even 
^th  the  tongue;  *^  nor  giyen  to  filthy  lucre/*  left 
throagh  covetourneis  he  betray  his  traft ;  he  muil 
**  be  patient^'*  bearing  like  Chrift  with  the  contradic- 
tion of  iinners  and  the  ignorance  of  ChriftianSi 
•'  Not  a  brawler,"  but  a  man  of  foft  words  and  hard 
wguroents.  "  Not  covetous,"  for  a  man  cannot  ferve 
God  and  Mammon  ;  a  covetous  man  cannot  be  givea 
to  ho(pitality ;  covetoufnefs  is  the  root  which  will 
btSLV  every  evil  plant,  and  is  fo  contrary  to  th0  tem- 
per erf  his  benevolent  Maftcr^  th^  it  ie  utterly  unfit 
for  the  charadier  of  a  Chriftian  BHhop.  "  One  that 
ruleth  well  his  own  houfe,  havingiiis  children  in  fub« 
JG45Uon  widi  all  gravity ;"  for  if  a  man  know  not  how 
to  rule  hffl  own  houfe,  how  (haU  he  take  care  of  the 
church  of  God  ?  "  Not  a  novice,"  not  a  young  con- 
vert, left  being  lifted  up  of  pride,  he  fall  into  the 
condemnation  of  the  devil,"  into  the  fame  condem* 
nation  as  Satan^  haying  a  fimilar  fentence  pafifSd 
upon  him  for  a  fimilar  crime  :  *^  Moreover,  he  muft 
have  a  good  report  df  them  which  are  without,  left 
he  fall  into  reproach  and  the  fnare  of  the '  Devil.** 
Happy  would  it  be  for  mankind  had  the  church  of 
God  many  evangelical  paibws  ;  men  of  this  charac- 
ter, primitive  preachers  of  the  Gofpd,  of  fimplicity 
of  manners  and  purity  of  intention,  they  would, 
indeed,  be  a  bleffing  to  their  flock,  to  their  ndgh- 
bourhood,  and  wherever  the  good  providence  of  God 
might  caft  their  lot ;  men  that  could  fay  like  Paul^ 
Vol.  I.  Gg  that 
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that  in  all  things  they  had  the  teftimony  of  a  good 
eonfcience,  that  their  ways  pleafed  God ;  men  who 
in  all  things  approved  themfelves  to  be  Minifters  o^ 
Grod,  not  by  power  or  wealth,  or  prieftly  veftmcnts, 
but  by  "  being  able  to  teach,  patient,  in  meeknefs 
inftru6ling  thofe  who  oppofe  the  truth,"  by  life  and 
do<Slrine  manifclling  the  power  and  purity  of  the 
words  they  deliver. 

Such  men  as  thefc  have  minifterial  work  to  per- 
form; it  is  in  genersJ  twofold,  ift.  Preaching  the 
word  of  God.  3dly.  Governing  the  eongregatioa 
under  them  accordiilg  to  the  laws  of  Chrift.  Some, 
perhaps,  would  ad^a  third.  Being  Ambafladors  fent 
from  Chrift  to  the  children  of  men,  but  fuch  would 
be  puzzled  from  Scripture  to  find  any  right  to  fuch 
a  title ;  the  Apoftles  were  Ambafladors,  the  word  of 
reconciliation  was  by  Chrift  cpmmitted  unto  them; 
they  have  left  it  upon  record  for  us,  and  it  is  the  bu- 
fincfs  of  a  Chriftian  Minifter  to  expound  and  enforce 
it,  not  to  deliver  any  new  law  of  his  own,  but 
to  expound  that  which  Chrift  has  left  in  his  word  : 
and  his  congregation  arc  to  examine  if  he  fpeak  ac- 
cording to  that  word.  For  this  purpofe  John  fays, 
^^  Beloved,  believe  not  ev^ry  fpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits 
whether  they  are  of  God,  becaufe  many  falfe  prophets 
are  gone  out  into  the  world."  They  are  to  exhort  him 
"  to  take  heed  to  his  miniftry."  In  his  office  the 
Minifter  has  not  any  worldly  authority,  but  his  word 
is  cloathed  with  authority,  under  the  fcal  of  him  that 

fent 
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ient  him ;  it  is  fpokeri  in  the  Ipirit  of  Chrifi,  and  is  ihaip 
and  pbwerful,to  the  fearcbing  and  penetrating  into  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart ;  it  convinces  iand 
converts  the  finner  from  the  error  of  his  ways,  and 
eftablifheth  the  Saint  in  his  moll  holy  faith.  The 
Miniftcr  of  Chrift  is  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  the  Re- 
fiorer,  to  proclaim  mercy  to  the  guilty,  and  to  en- 
treat them  to  accept  of  it,  and  to  be  reconciled  t30 
God. .  He  16  alfo  to  threaten  the  impenitent  finner 
with  the  fevere  judgments  of  God,  that  wiH  inevi^ 
tably  fall  upon  thofe  who  will  obftinately  perfift  iti 
their  guilt,  and  to  exhort  them  ^  come  unto  Chrift, 
and  efcape  the  wrath  to  come.  But  the  Apoftles  do 
not  appear  to  make  much  ufe  of  the  threatenings  of 
God  :  knowing  the  feverity  of  them,  they  addrefled 
the  human  heart  on  the  ground  of  love,  demonftrat*' 
ing  the  fulncfs  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  his  willingniefs  to 
reftore  them,  and  exhorting  tranfgreflbrs  by  the  loyp 
.of  God,  for  a  guilty  world  manifefted  in  the  gift  of 
his  Son,  ^o  flee  from  their  tranfgrcflions* 

2.  The  Minifter  of  Chrift  has  likewife  to  rule  the 
church,  not  that  any  Minifter  has  a  right  to  make 
Thirty-nine  Articles  tljat  his  congregation  muft  be- 
lieve. JcAis  is  the  Matter  !  The  Minifter  is  to  make 
known  his  will,  and  to  inftrucSl  the  Church,  that  they 
may  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digeft  the  word..  Yet 
laws  arp  neceflary,  every  fociety  muft  have  order, 
otherwjle  the  maftcr  and  the  fervant,  the  child  and 
his  parent,  the  governor  and  the  governed,  would  be 
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all  equal.  What  confufion  would  ^fe !  What  per- 
fkxity  m  the  tinderftanding  !  What  difcord  in  the 
focioty !  What  tinbq>pmeis,  what  mvkty  would  there 
be!  Every  fociety  muft  have  order,  «iid  laws  are  no 
«K>re  than  the  ihftruments  by  which  it  is  obtained* 
£very  church  of  Qmft,  which  is  no  more  than  an 
Aflembly  of  faithful  men,  meeting  together  to  work 
out  their  falvation,  muft  have  order:  therefore,  every 
thing  muft  m  rt  be  performed  with  regularity  and 
decency,  uprightly,  according  to  the  laws  which 
Chrift  has  kid  down,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian 
Minifter  to  know  Iff^  laws,  and  to  enforce  them. 

To  funfi  i^  the  Whole  in  a  few  words^  there  is  no 
Chriftian  priefthood,  but  there  is  the  office  of  a  Mi- 
nifter  df  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  office  is  highly 
frrofitafadc  ip  mankind,  and  honourable  to  that  man 
4hat  &itbfully  performs  its  duties.  T. 


EXPERIENCE  AND  DEATH 

OF 

'GEORGE  NEEVE. 

His  walk  fo  fteady,  and  his  hope  fo  high, 
He  neither  blufli'd  to  live,  nor  fcar'd  to  die, 

**  rr^^E  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful,  artd 

JL    iharper  than  any  two-edged  Avord,  piercing 

even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  ai>d  of 

the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  diicerner  of  the 

thoughts 
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•^oughts  and  intents  of  the  heart."  Whenever  a 
linner  is  bom  to  God,  be  experiences  the  power  of 
thefe  words,  and  thereby  commences  an  acquaintance 
^th  divine  truth,  which  he  never  had  before,  and 
Mrhich  none  but  a  renewed  man  can  have.  And  whe- 
ther the  man  have  been  moral,  or  immoral,  in  hk 
pad  life,  fiill  nothing  fhort  of  the  power  of  God  in 
his  word,  is  able  to  renew  him. 

George  Neeve,  of  Crowhurft,  in  Staflex,  was  bom 
of  reputable*  parents,  from  whom  he  received  a  merfli 
education,  from  which  he  never  departed.     His  na- 
tural temper  was  mild  and  enMging,  and  his  whole 
condu<5l  was  decent  and  i^eafil^  Like  many  others 
in  his  cafe,  he  drew  a  contraft  betw^  himfelf  andl 
,  more  immoral  perfons,  much  to  his  own  advantage. 
As  yet  he  knew  nothing  of  the  evil  of  fin,  nor  did  he 
know  any  thing  of  the  riches  of  grace,  by  which  a 
finner  is  faved.     In  general,  he.  was  contented  with 
the  ftate  of  his  fouJ,  thinking  of  himfelf,  according 
tothe  common  faying,  ^^  If  I  am  not  faved,  the  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  thoufands.^*     He  had  been  ufed,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  his  father's  family,  to  be 
regular  in  his  attendance  at  public  worihip  in  the 
parifh  church,  and  would  occafionally  follow  a  Mi- 
nifter  who  was  called  a  better  churchman  than  ibme 
others,  to  a  neighbouring  church.     But,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  general  quietnefs  of  his  mind  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  religion,  ht  could  not  help  trembling  at 
the  thoughts  of  death  and  judgment.    A  fccrct  con- 
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viiSUon  that  all  was  not  right,  in  his  heart  would  give, 
him  pain.  I  believe  that  ever}'^  one,  however  moral 
he  may  be,  has  fuch  inward  convitflions,  which  arc 
the  workings  of  the  fpirit  of  God>leading  the  foul  to 
that  acquaintance  with  Jefus  Clunft,  and  him  cnicit 
fied,  which  is  a  neceflary  preparation  for  a  place  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,  When  he  was  about  17  years  of 
age,  he  firft  came  to  the  Baptift  meeting-houfe  at 
Battle ;  his  mother  taking  him  with  her,  I  believe 
on  fome  funeral  occafion,  it  being  the  firft  time  of 
her  attendance.  The  word  did  not  appear  to  have 
made  any  particular  impreilion  upon  his  mind  ;  but 
it  feems  that  he  reeled  it  as  the  gocid  feed  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  which  in  due  time  brought  forth 
much  fruit.  He  heard  at  that  time  fomething  about 
the  juflification  of  a  foul  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus^ 
which  abode  with  him.  He  occalionally  came  again, 
and  hearing  more  upop  that  fubjedl,  he  found  that 
he  was  unacquainted  with  the  way  of  falvation,  for 
while  the  Scripture  taught  but  one  w^y  of  juflifica- 
tion for  all  men,  namely,  by  faith  in  Chrifl  Jefus;  hp 
had  been  feeking  for  acceptance  with  God  by  hi$ 
own  works*  This  gave  him  much  concern,  and  led 
him  to  diligent  fearching  of  the  Scripture  and  fervent 
prayer.  During  this  exercife  further  light  broke  in 
upon  his  mind.  He  faw,  that  notwithftanding  hia 
decent  and  moral  behaviour,  he  was  a  ftranger  to  a 
change  of  heart,  that  he,  had  no  inward  holinefs,  no 
geituine  love  to  God^  no  fitnefs  for  Heaven.    This 

gav9 
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g«ve  hira  gfeat  anxiety  of  mind.  But  though  hia 
fcelingd  were  deep,  they  were  not  violent,  owing,\ 
probably,  to  the  natural  placidity  of  his  mind.  He 
now  attended  the  public  preaching  of  the  word  con- 
ftantly,  which  was  greatly  bleflcd  to  him.  He  began 
to  fee  the  greatnefs  and  grace  of  the  promifes,  and 
by  faith  to  experience  their  power  upon  his  heart* 
His  fears  were  removed,  and  peace  took  place  of 
guilt,  and  he  knew  what  it  was  to  have  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft  in  believing.  And  he  experienced  that 
his  confcience  was  cleanfed  from  dead  works  to  ferve 
the  living  God  in  fpirit  and  in  trutfi. 

He  had  fome  time  pad  been  ^^prificed  that  faaptifm 
in  water,  upon  a  profeffion  of  faith,  ^s  an  ordinance 
of  Cbrift;  but.fo  open  and  felfairi^  profeffion  of 
Chriit  feemed  to  him  a  very  weighty  thing.  After 
much  fearching  of  the  Scriptures,  and  praj-er,  he  was 
publicly  baptifed  at  the  meeting-houfc  at  Battle, 
with  feveral  other  perfons;  and,  like  the  eunuch  of 
old,  he  went  his  way  rejoicing.  It  was  pleafing  to  fee 
the  increafing  knowledge,  holinefs,  and  love,  which 
were  difcovcred  both  in  him  and  feveral  other  young 
perfons,  in  the  church  at  Battle  at  that  "time.  They 
truly  edified  each  other  in  love,  and  their  humility 
was  equal  to  their  knowledge  and  zeal.  The  pru-^ 
dent  warmth  of  their  profeffion  was  a  bleffing  to  the 
whole  church.  At  the  fame  time  they  did  not  think 
more  highly  of  themfelves  than  they  ought  to  think, 
but  were  fober  minded,  not  given  to  a  ccnforious 

G  g  4  fp^^^^ 


384  THE  VmVB&BXLlBT  S  MISCfSLLAICT. 

^irit,  or  troubling  thcmfelvcs  in  an  undue  way  about 
oUier  members  of  the  church  who  were  Icfe  zealous 
than  themfclvcs.  The  happy  confequence  was,  that 
the  chim^h  in  general  received  a  benefit,  and  caught 
a  generous  warmth  of  heart,  which  ftirred  them  up 
to  a  clofer  walk  with  God. 

From  this  time  George  went  on  with  the  fteadinefs 
b(  an  aged  Chriftian,  his  temper  being  generally  fe- 
rious,  and  his  converfation  heavenly.  He  was  an 
example  to  older  Chriftians  in  the  difcharge  of  per^ 
Ibnal  and  relative  duties.  As  love  was  the  prevailing 
temper  of  his  min%  he  found  no  difficulty  in  receiv- 
ing the  UniverfatHJpftrine,  which  he  very  cordially 
did ;  as  alfo  did  his  mother  and  brother  William,  who 
Ijad  both  of  dre*  ^ined  the  church.  He  was  per- 
fuaded  tiiere  was  a  fufficiency  in  Chrift  for  all,  and 
that  the  divine  intention  of  mercy  related  to  all ;  and 
he  likewife  knew,  that  with  God  there  is  no  variable- 
ne{8,  northadow  of  turning*  By  thefe  firft  principles 
he  was  encouraged  to  go  on  and  fcarch  the  word,  the 
refult  of  which  Avas,  a  conviAion  that  in  the  d^en/a^ 
iion  of  the  fulnefi  of  times  Godwoidd  gather  together  in 
CTte^  all  things  in  Chrifi  Jejus^  whether  they  he  things 
in  heaven,  or  things  m  earth.  The  reception  of  this 
great  truth  renewed  his  love  both  to  God  and  man, 
and  proved  a  powerful  refrelhment  to  his  foul ;  for 
having  found  mercy  himfelf,  and  lived  in  the  fwcct 
enjoyment  of  it,  he  had  a  remarkable  tcnderoefs  and 
compaffion  of  fpirit  towards  the  whole  human  race; 

for 
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§6r  he  had  been  taught  of"  God  to  abound  in  love  to^ 
vmrd  the  faints,  and  towards  all  rocn :  he  therefore 
entered  more  deeply  into  the  fpirit  of  love  than  moft 
Chriftians.     He  long  appeared  as  ripe  for  the  king- 
dom of  God,  but,  from  his  appearance,  he  might  have 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  being  remarkably  blooming 
and  healthy.     His  conftitution  had  never  been  injur- 
ed by  any  vice  ;  and  probably  his  employment  (that 
of  a  farmer)  is  one  of  the  moft  healthy  in  the  worlct 
But  it  was  the  good  will  of  our  heavenly  Father  td 
take  him  out  of  life  by  an  awful  accidvnt;,  which  yet 
afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  Aew  '  how  a  (^rif- 
iian  can  die,'     He  was  employed  to  fetch  brirks  wiA 
Us  father's  team  and  waggon,  for  jqm^  Mpaii  s  to  the 
houfe,  when,  coming  down  an  arr  on-line  not  a  mile 
from  his  father's,  he  fell  before  the  waggon.     Api- 
prdhending  his  danger  juft  before  he  fell,  HlNpoke 
iharp  to  the  horfes,  which  was  vii^  unufuMllftim ; 
and  although  he  bade  the  horfes  flop,  yet  tka  quick- 
nefs  of  his  voice  frightened  them,  and  they  ran  away^ 
the  wtiggon  going  over  the4ower  part  df  bis  body. — 
A  boy  who  was  with  him  gavethe  alarm,  and  before 
he  could  be  removed  feveraf  women  in  the  neigb^ 
bourhood  ran  out  to  his  afliftance,  the  men  in  ge- 
neral being  in  the  harveft  iidds.    He  waa  immedi* 
ately  fenfible  that  he  had  received  a  mortal  hurt,  an4 
began,  with  the  greateil  afie^li<m,  to  exhort  them 
all  to  prepare  for  death ;  exprefling  in  a  livdy  man^ 
ner  his  own  faith  and  hope  in  Chrift  Jefus.    As  be 
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laid  fome  time  before  he  could  be  taken  away,  he 
continued  talking  with,  or  rather  preaching  to,  all 
around  him.  Though  in  great  agony  of  pain  he  uttered 
no  complaints  or  raunnurs,  but  fpoke  in.  the  mod 
confolitary  way  to  his  parents  and  friends.  He  had  a 
tender  connedlion  wttH  a  pious  young  woman  Ucr 
longing  to  the  church,  to  whom  he  was  foon  to  have 
been  married.  It  was  a  very  heavy  firoke  to  her ; 
but  be  endeavoured  to  fortify  her  mind  with  every 
iacred  and  divine  conlideration.  The  accident  hap- 
pencd  on  Moiidav ,  Auguft  15,  17  96,  and  he  lan^- 
gui(hed  tin  Thiiifrfiiy  following,  when  he  fell  aflecp 
in  Jefus,  iii  the  ^Sth  year  of  his  age,  He  was  inter- 
red, on  tbc  Load's  day  following,  in  the  hurrying 
ground  of  tto-^Tniverfal  church  at  Battle.  A  very 
great  congregation  offympathizing  friends  and  neigh- 
boun^ere  prefent  at  the  funeral,  and  a  difcourfe 
tras^KNIred,  wiliimuch  folemnity,  by  Mr.  Thruf- 
iel^  (tasn  Pfal.  65.  5.  It  is  hoped  that  the  death  of 
this  young  man  was  a  bleiling  to  many.  May  many 
%|rho  know  the  cireumflince  improve  it.  I  efteera 
him  iC)ne  of  tbofe  who  will  be  my  crown  of  rejoicing 
in  the  day  of  Chrift.  My  warmeft  prayers  attend  the 
refpeAablc  ^imily  of  which  he  was  a  member.  May 
Iheir  fouls  be  numbered  with  his,  when  the  Lord 
Jefus  cometb. 

Early,  bright,  traniient,  chaftc,  as  morning  dcw» 
Be  (jf^iMf  w?s  cxbsJcd,  apd  went  to  heaven. 

W.  V. 
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TO    THE    EDITOR. 

EXTRACT  FROM  EUSEBIU& 

THE  following  I  believe  to  be  the  firft  perfc- 
cuting  law  that  was  ever  made  by  a  Chriftian 
prince.     Happy  for  mankind  if  it  had  been  the  laft. 

The  Emperor  Coriftantine  the  Great ^  Augiijius^  to 
the  Heretics.  

*^  Know  by  this  law,  O  yc  Nuvatiaii&j  Valentinians, 
MarcioniteSjPaulians,  andCat  apl^rypiaiis,  who  all  of  you 
make  up  your  herefie^j  for  your  paiticiibr  ci  nigrega- 
tions;  in  what  lies  is  your  folly  i  i,  and  with 

what  deadly  poifon  do  your  dodlrines  .abou«d ;  tf^ 
that  the  healthy  are  made  lick,  and  the  liv|m  are 
brought  to  everlafiing  death,  by^pKir  nicaflMlJlv'yo 
enemies  of  truth,  adverfaries  of  life,  and  coiipfellofs 
pf  deftru(ftion,  every  thing  with  you  is  hofiile  to  trutlf^ 
find  congenial  to  the  tnojt  ai^lfginahle  wickednefs^  being. 
fuU  of  ahfurdity  andfiftion^  hy  which  you  fabricate  your 
lie^:  Wherefore  we  declare,  by  this  law,  that  none 
pf  you  prefume  to  hold  any  public  ailemblies  for  the 
future;  we  have  therefore  given  orders  to  demoliih 
^11  the  places  in  which  you  hold  your  meetings.  We 
forbid  fuch  ail^mblies  of  fup^rftitious  madnefs  to  be 
field,  not  only  in  ^,  public  place^  b^t  evoi  iq  a  pii«- 
yatehoufe.'* 

Thif 
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This  is  a  curious  fpecimen  of  intolerance,  and 
will  afford  room  for  a  few  queftions  and  remarks ;  as 
firft.  Where  did  Conftantine  get  the  fpirit  which  ap- 
pears in  jthis  edi<9:  ?     He  profefled  the  greateft  poffi- 
ble  regard  for  Chriftianity.    Doth  Chriflianity  breathe 
the  fame  fpirit  with  this  edict  ?     Its  divine  founder 
faid.  He  came  not  to  deftroy  men's  lives ;  but  to  fave 
Ihes).    Secondly,   Is  it  probable  that  Conftantine 
Jtnew  the  meaning  of  thefe  hard  names,  which  are 
bellowed  upon  thefe  fuppofed  heretics?     Thirdly, 
Did  Conftantine  fin  icy  liimfclfto  be  the  guardian  and 
conferv^ator  of  divine  tiath  upon  earth  ?     And  if  fo. 
Who  gare  him  that  idea  ?     Jefus  Chrift  faid.  My 
kingdom  is  not  o\   tui    world.     Foutbly,  For  what 
reafon  do  almoft  all  ecclefiaftical  writers  dwell  fo 
much  upon  the  peace  and  glory  of  the  church  in  the 
rei  JpDf  Conftantine  ?    Was  it  glorious  in  the  church 
to^jpKl^te  tholMlinds  6f  harmlefs  men,  and  to  de- 
ftroy 4ftietr  places  of  worfhip,  becaufe  their  fpecula- 
•tions  differed  from  thofe  of  that  party  which  the  Im- 
ferial  convert  had  joiiijf  ?     Fifthly,  For  what  reafon 
have  moft  expbfitors  of  the  Revelations  of  John  callr 
«d  Conftantine  the  man  child,  mentioned  in  Chap, 
xii.  V.  5^  who  is  faid  to  be  caught  up  to  God,  and 
^io  his  throne  ?     Was  tibe  Roman  throne  the  throne 
<jf  God?"  Bifhop  NeWton  fa}^  it  was ;  and  the  rea- 
'  ion  which- he  brings  to  prove  k,  will  aJfo  prove  the 
-  throfedofNerd  to  be  the  throne  of  God.     The  intel- 
ligent ftudent  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  will  proBaHy 
*  *  connci^ 
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conne6l  all  thefe  queftions  with  the  ^ r/  of  prieftcrafty 
as  the  proper  method  of  folution. 
-  Let  us  alio  make  a  few  remarks.  In  order  to  odn- 
found  a  heretic,  it  is  not  ncceflary  that  we  ihould  un- 
derfland  his  views,  or  his  rdigious  pra6lice.  Wc 
have  only  to  call  him  hard  names,  tdl  him  he  lies, 
fey  that  he  is  guilty  of  all  manner  erf"  wickedneis;  ttnd 
if  he  attempt  to  reafon,  bddly  pronounce  that  all  he 
fays  is  abfurdity  and  nonienfe;  aflhme  to  our* 
rfelves  the  wholfc  knowledge  and  polleflion  of 
truth  ;  allure  every  hody  that  l^dUB^rJed  now, 
and  will  be  damned  hcreaftcF^am^ten  wc  havdl 
^gPt  the  popular  clamour  iind  civil  power  on  our  fide, 
then  go  on  to  murder  tiiem,  if  ihcy  will  not  be  con- 
verted, in  the  great  natnes  of  God  and  C  a^far.  In 
this  manner  certain  men  began  in  the  thnc  «f  Con- 
fiahtine,  and,  uhhappilj,  they  have  had  H^^Koxs 
in  every  age  fince.  The.  fame  spirit  itiil  reaimins^ 
"but  the  fuccefs  of  the  pradice^  milth  to  th(|?honour 
of  the  prefent  day,  is  confiderably  Vbated. 

In  oppofition  to  the  aHllle,  tfaeie  is  a  method  of 
pr(^agating  and  defending  truth  recorded,  7,  Cor. 
vi.  6.  "  By  purenefe,  by  knowledge,  by  long  fuffia-- 
ing,  by  kindnefs,  by  the  Holy  Ohoft,  by  bve  un- 
feigned, by  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God, 
by  the  armour  of  righteoufnefs  on  the  right  hand  and 
Oft  the  left." 

*^  I  am.  Sir,  your*s, 

SENEX. 

TO 
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TURKISH  PRIDE  AND  BLASPHEMY. 

AS  a  fpechnen  of  the  imperious  and  afllftning; 
ftyle  ufed  by  the  Sultans,  we  fubjoin  a  cartel 
equally  infolent  and  extravagant,  fent  by  Soliman  L 
Id  the  Emperor  Maximilian  II. 

•**  By  the  connivance  of  the  grace  of  God  in  hea- 
ven, we,  Soliman,  god  on  earth,  great  and  fublime 
Emperof  of  all  the  worlds  lord,  maflcr,  and  difpofer  of 

,  n\l  the  followers  of  Clirift ;  we  fend  and  declare  unta 
iJicc,  MnxiTnilian,  indinnntion,  misfortune,  and  in- 

4fidclity  to  thcL-  m*!  Thy  princes,  iubjedls^  and  adhe- 
rents. 

"  Wc,  moreover,  give  thee  to  know,  that  we,  by 
the  fiifFeranec  of  the  Great  God,  ftyled  on  earth  the 
pcr(ictu»T  nnd  univerfal*®odj  moft  mighty  Emperor, 
Soldan  OtBabylon,  Lord  of  Armenia,  the  mightieft 
in  Pcrfepoli*  andiiNumidij,  the  great  auxiliary  of 
God,  Prince  in*parbary,  even  to  the  mountains  of 
Achaia ;  King  Si  Kings,  from  the  meridian  to  the 
poles,  from  the  rifing  of  lllfe  fun  to  the  fetting  there- 
of, the  fi'rft  and  chief  placed  in  the  paradife  of  Ma- 
homet, the  fcourge  of  Chriftendom  and  Chriftians> 
keeper  and  defender  of  the  fepulchre  of  thy  God 
crucified,  the  only  vidlorious  and  triumphant  Lord 
of  all  the  world,  and  of  all  circuits  and  provinces 
thereof:  thou,  Maximilian,  who  ftyleft  thyfelf  King 
of  our  kingdom  of  Hungary,  we  will  vifit  thee 
for  that  caufe,  and  make  thee  acquainted  with  our 

ftrcngth 
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firength  of  thirteen  kingdome,  cblle(5led  into  6ne 
hundred  thouland  horfe  and  foot,  prepared  for  war, 
with  all  the  power  of  Turkifti  munition,  fuchaslhom 
nor  any  of  thy  fervants  have  feen,  heard,  or  had 
knowledge  of,  and  this  even  before  thy  chief  city  of 
Vienna.  .    » 

**  We,  Soliman,  God  on  earth,  in  defiance  of  thee, 
thy  adherents  and  abettors,  do,  with  our  warlike 
ftrength,  pronounce  and  intend  thine  and  their  utter 
deftru6lion  and  depopulation  h  mcam  we  caii    . 

devife.     And  this  wc  figni^^  thcc^  that  tliou  aii^|i| 
thy  miferable  people  may^mqporc  far  dcalli  or  lutfl^p 
With  us  it  is  determined,   by  the  hands  of  our  jiini" 
zaries,  to  ravage  and  rpoilAhec,  and  ail  thy  German 
kingdoms  and  provinces.     Thi.>  inifciy  wc  hnvti  dt-  ^ 
nounced  againil  thee  aivl   thy    IVifices.     Have  no 
doubt  but  we  will  come.     ^ 

"  Dated  in  the  year  of  our  reign   forty  ^  in 

the  city  of  Conftantinoijli^  from  wimh  we  dm  expel 
thy  predeceflbrs,  their  wives,  chi%K:n  and  fncndi, 
and  made  them  milerable  flaves  and  captives/' 

All  thcfc  tumid  menaces,  however,  evaporated  in 
fmoke,  Soliman,  ,it  is  true,  made,  vail  preparations 
to  invade  Hungary  with  a  powerful  army,  and  a6lually 
invefted  the  city  of  Sigcth,  on  the  frontiers  of  Scla- 
vonia,  which  was  defended  by  Count  Serini,  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  garrifon.  But  Soliman  died  of 
a  malignant  fever  before  the  ^lace  could  be  reduced. 

;  /  The 
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Tbe  above  blafphemous  efFufioa  is  exf ra<Sled  front 
Thcvcnot* 8  Travels.    While  I  read  it,  I  contemplate 
md  with  peculiar  pleafure  that  gloriotis  Scriptume 
Irfaidi  lays.  That  every  knee  Ihall  bow,  and  e^ery 
tongue  confeft,  that  Jejus  is  Lord,  to  the  gloiy  a€ 
God  the  Father.     Then  the  ftubborn  knee  of  this 
Jbaughty  Turk  ihall  bow,  and  his  proud  blafphemous 
tongue  ihall  confefs  the  name  of  Jefus. 


%. 


POETRY, 
J 

On  tbt  DiiSth  f/EtHANAN  WINCHESTER, 

HAIL,  happy  fpirit  'mongfl  the  bicft  f 
Thy  p^ins  andforrows  now  arc  o'er. 
Thy  weary  allies  peac^l  reft, 

Thy  foul  has  I  each 'd  ih*  eternal  fliore; 
No  jarnng  tloftrfncs  there  combiuc 

ro  break  all  focini  harmony, 
But  holy  bondsof  friendfhip  join, 
The  Saviour's  firft-bom  Tons  to  thcc. 

Thy  triarf  o'tvi  ihcy  gladly  meet, 

Frcq  fromull  parties  jealous  fhifc, 
Thee  Winchcftcr  widi  joy  to  greets 

Unto  the  realms  of  endJefs  life ; 
With  fellow  faints  whofc  fervid  zeal. 

Outran  the  precept^  of  their  Lord, 
They  now  for  their  paft  folly  feel. 

And  gladly  thy  meek  love  record. 

Ther« 
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There,  too,  my  Lord  his  fervant  owns, 
Approves  thy  mecknefs,  faith,  and  love, 

And  gives  a  throne  amongll  thofe  fons. 
That  ftiall  ndt  from  his  courts  remove.  • 

Bleft  with  increafing  eloquence, 

Thou  {halt  the  Saints  triumphant  join. 

Revealed  wifdom  to  difpenfe. 

And  (each  mankind  a  love  like  thine. 


A  Tribute  <f  Rcfiul  to  th^ 


w 


'"HAT  I  ;;  -  s  convey 

That  VVmLhelleis^t   ' 
My  foul  in  folemn  mcdiutlHi 
Contemplate  joys  unknowiij' 
But  which  our  God  hath  i 
And  by  the  Spirit  (to  belie  vera  1 
Prepar'd  for  glory,  fandifyM ^ 
The  pledge  and  earned  of  til 
Methinks  I  fee  cotiiiiiiirioa'd 
Down  from  the  iluning  realms  of 
To  bear  our  friend  unto  his  ^vifhlffor  home. 
To  view  in  excafy  the  fruits  ot  love. 
Jehovah's  love,  'twas  his  mod  darling  theme, 
To  publifli  here  below  to  fihful  man. 
Clearly  perceiving  in  the  Gofpel  fchemc. 
That  all  througli  Chrift  fhould  be  reftor'd  again. 
As  **  a  true  wimefs  that  delivereth  fouls," 
He  yet  the  threat*nings  urg'd  with  pointed  force, 
(Conuin'd  in  Scripture)  and  with  Trequent  calls 


*  America. 


Vol.  I. 


Hh 


To 
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To  thofc  pcrfifting  in  an  evil  courfc ; 
In  what  endearing  terms  he  would  perfuade 
Chriftians  in  holinefs  to  perfevere, 
That  Kings  and  Priefts  to  God  they  might  be  made. 
And  blcft  in  the  firft  refurreftion  (hare. 
But  now  no  more  on  earth  his  voice  we  hear, 
England,  America,  lament  your  lofs, 
And  in  remembrance  of  him  drop  a  tear. 
Who  preach 'd  fm  fp^  Jlr*  doflrinc  of  the  crofs.  * 

Yet  forrow  not  ss  thflii:  who  no  hope  have, 
Jn  *  -?rQi  to  (re  bii^^^in^ 

Di  "^'  ''"  '   '  *^^^^^Wl'thc  grave, 

^^  '  wSh  Snmts  to  reign- 

Till  tb-  [1  dear  man  adieu,  in  jelu   ;  il, 
From  whorij  thou  b  ~  M  a  -i^  ^t  re  ward  j 

"Now  join  the  fonp  ^-;      .,..,. iph  ol  ;Uc  bled. 
And  be  for  ever  bappy  with  ilic  LqiJ»  T.  C.  A. 

^Chatlmmt  yum  12,  T-y^ 


Ti  Wf^^^^thejgmtr/alljfs  Mifcdlmy. 


^  I  HOri^oufgood  fcnfe  will  cxcufc  the  fyco- 

'^hantry  of  Rev.  Sir — Holy  and  Reverend  is  God's  name,  and 
I  never  give  it  man. 

If  the  following  lines  are  worth  an  infertion  in  your  Maga- 
zine, they  are  at  your  fervice. 

A  LOOK  be: YON  D  THE  GRAVE. 

HERE  when  we've  dropt  this  mortal  clay. 
To  moulder  wkh  our  mother  earth. 
The  foul  with  joy  Ihall  waft  away, 
To  tell  more  fweet  a  Saviour's  worth. 

Then 


THE  UNI  VERS  ALISt's  MlSCJSIJLANy,  ,%ffi 

Then  in  more  high  exalted  ftraim. 
We'll  anthem  (brth  his  facred  praifc, 
Redcem'd  from  death  and  aU  its  pains, 
Grace  ihall  infptre  our  nobler  lays. 

Here,  O  how  faint  are  all  our  powers. 
How  dull  on  heavenly  things  we  mufe^ 
As  tho''*twa$  no  concern  of  ours,        • 
And  we  had  nothing  here  to  lofe. 

But  could  we  reach  from  PoL  to 
And  grafp  Peru  and  Me^ipH^ 
Speak  eafe  and  plenty  lo  \he  foal. 
The  (bul  this  night  from  all  might  go. 

Tenants  at  will  wc  here  temaini 
Mortals  around  us  th  ^ 

And  when  grim  ticatli  m^u  itjU  agai 
pur  houfe,  his  rigour  may  ndt  fpar^ 

But  P !  amidft  oiu  mis*r|  here 
To  have  affeilions  tixt  aftve. 
Would  take  away  the  {king  of 
And  make  us  happy  when  wqpiqVi 

There  dwells  a  reconciled  God, 

A  Saviour  with  his  open  arms, 

And  the  good  Spirit  of  his  love         ■  — 

Unfolds  their  bleft  eternal  charms. 

There  pleafures  reign  without  alloy,  ^ 
PoflelRon  too  is  quite  fecure, 
A  treafure  no  one  can  defVroy, 
Will  through  eternity  endure. 

Sep 


« 
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See  the  Vaft  myriads  round  the  throne. 
Who  once  in  dread  rebellion  roll'd. 
Thrice  happy  now  they  are  to  own. 
The  grace  of  God,  on  harps  of  gold. 

The  fihhy  rags,  the  ftains  of  fin, 

Difgrace  their  pcrfons  now  no  more. 

The  blood  of  Chrid  hath  wa(h'd  them  clean» 

And  they  jjp  grace  and  him  adore. 

O^^J^tand  Mf^^  ^^^  1- HI?  their  lyre, 

mi  Ranli  jpJifTf 

Chcru  clioir, 

And  in  Iwcci  iiaiixiuuy  cc^mbinr. 

Bat  ill  firing. 

To  Him  Vf  r  i\rs  away. 


I 


0»T^/n,j.-,,J.        :i  JM  ^^.  there 
F 

i>air, 
So  fuU  .,iul  titc*  ^  ...cicy  is. 

Worth  y  t  h '  L  3  m  i  w  ho  d  i  ed  to  fa  v# 
The  loft,  for.fiich  indeed  were  wc. 

Now  and  to  an  eternity.  W.  H. 
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NATURAL    HISTORY. 

[Continued  from  Fagg  203.] 

WE  have  noticed  Buffbn  as  a  fyftem  maker  ^ 
he  is  the  laft  of  that  dclcriptionj  whofc  fan- 
cies we  will  mention  for  the  amufement  of  our 
Readers. 

The  earth  and  planets,  he  fuppofcs^  may  have  been 
parts  of  the  body  of  the  Sun,  and  adhered  to  its  fab^ 
llance.  In  this  fituation,  a  comet  falling  in  upon  that 
great  body,  gave  it  fuch  a  flioc|t;,  that  feme  of  its 
particles  were  driven  off  like  ftreaming  fparkles  from 
a  red  hot  iron ;  and  each  of  thefe  ftreams  of  fire,  fmall 
as  they  were  in  comparifon  of  the  Sun,  were  large 
enough  to  make  an  earth  as  great,  nay,  many  times 
greater  than  ours.  So  that  in  this  manner  the  pla- 
nets, together  with  the  globe  which  we  inhabit,  were 
driven  off  from  the  body  of  the  Sun  by  an  impullive 
force :  in  this  manner  alfo  they  would  continue  to 
recede  from  it  for  ever,  were  they  not  drawn  back  by 

Vol-  I.  I  i  its 
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its  fuperior  power  of  attradiion ;  and  thus^  by  tbe 
combination  of  the  two  motions,  they  are  wheeled 
roiyid  io  circles.  Att  this,  he  does  not  fay  a&i^ilfy  did- 
happen,  but  thinks  it  poffible,  if  not  probable-  Being 
in  this  manner  detached  at  a  diftance  from  the  body 
of  the  Sun,  the  planets  from  having  been  at  firft 
globes  of  liquid  fire,  gradually  cooled.  The  earth 
alfo  having  been  impelled  obliquely  forward,  received 
a  rotatory  motion  upon  its  axis  ^t  the  very  inflant  of 
its  formation,  and  this  motion  being  greateft  at  the 
equator,  the  parts  there  acSling  againft  the  force  of 
gravity,  they  muft  have  fwollen  out,  and  given  the 
earth  an  oblate  or  flatted  figure. 

As  to  its  internal  fubflence,  our  globe  having  once 
belonged  to  the  Sun,  it  continues  to  be  an  uniforiB 
mafs  of  melted  matter,  very  probably  vitrified  i»  ite 
primeval  fufion.  But  its  fuffece  is  very  differently 
con>pofed.  Having  been  in  the  beginning  heated  tQ 
a  degree  equal  to,  if  not  greater  than  what  comcte 
are  found  to  fuftain  ;  like  them  it  had  jyi  atmofpher^ 
.  €^  vapours  floating  round  it,  and  which  cooling  by  de* 
grecs,  condenfed  and  fubfided  upon^  its  fui^o. 
Thefe  vapours  formed,  according  to  their  difl^rent 
denfitics,  the  earthy  the  water ^  and  the  air\  the  hea- 
vier parts  falling  firft,  and  the  lighter  remaining  ftiU 
fofpended. 

Tbqs  have  the  great  philofophers  among  men 
dreamed  and  trifled ;  but  in  oppofition  to  them  rfl, 
let  us  notice  the  grand  and  fitn>ple  language  of  the 

Jewifli 


Jewifl^  Lawgiver,  who  afcribes  creation  to  the  fiat  of 
tfee  Almighty.     In  the  beginning  Ged  created  the 
Hcarcn  and  the  earth ;  and  the  earth  was  without 
ft>rni,  and  void,  aiid  darknefe  was  upon  the  face  of  thcf 
deep ;  and  the  fpirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of 
the  waters.     And  God  faid,  let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light.     It  has  been  fuppofed  that  Mofed 
has  not  delcribed  the  creation  as  a  philofopher ;  but 
we  aik,  what  is  there  in  thefe  words  that  is  contrary 
to  true  frfiilofophy  ?  In  order  to  be  a  philofopher, 
muft  a  nlan  deny  the  agency  of  Deity  ?  Surely  there 
can  ^  no  effect  without  a  caufe  adequate  to  its  pfo- 
duNflion  ?  We  daily  behold  the  creation,  it  is  an  efFe6l 
tfee  moft  glorious  and  furprizing  that  we  can  con- 
ceive of,  there  is  proportion,  order,  dignity,  and  gran- 
deor  in  k.     Did  it  come  by  blind  chance  ?  By  a  for- 
tuitous coDjuntftion  of  atoms  ?  Or  did  it  naturally, 
rieccflSirily,  and  eternally  exift  in  its  prefcnt  order, 
without  any   beginning  ?    Who  can  believe   thefe 
Aingg?     Do  the  concuffions    of  an    earthquake 
prodtice  cities,  towns,  and  villages?  Do  men  and 
animals  rife  i^ntaneoufly  out  of  the  earth  ?  Do  th6 
\iraters  of  a  flood,  that  violently  carry  away  the  trees 
erf  the  fbreft,  and  hurry  them  to  the  ocean,  produce 
taB  navies  with  all  their  tackling  ?  And  yet  as  well 
may  all  thefe  things  be  fuppofed,  as  that  the  beauti- 
ful fy^eiA  of  Nature  arofe,  without  the  intelligence 
of  the  Divine  mind.     Mofes*  therefore  fpeaks  as  a 
wife  man,  wheil^he  lays,  There  was  a  beginnings  and 

I  i  2  that 
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that  God  created  the  Heaven  and  the  earth.     Can 
any  philofopher  fay  more  ?  But  let  us  confider  hi^ 
words  more  clofely.     In  the  beginning  God  created 
the  Heavcfij  u  e.  the  airs  {Shamaim)  that  is,  the  thick 
grofs  matter  of  the  Heavens,  which  was  afterwards 
feparated  into  its  feveral  parts  of  fre,  light ^  and  air. 
And  the  earth  {Haarets)  that  is,  the  atoms,  out  of 
which  the  «arth  was  formed,  by  the  procefs  that  is 
afterwards   mentioned.      And  the  earth,  i.  e.  thofe 
atoms,  were  without  form  ;  that  is,  were  not  yet  re- 
duced to  order ;  and  the  estrth  was  void.   The  atoms 
when  colIe<3:ed  together  had  a  void  or  hollow  (pace 
within   them.      Then   follows  the  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  almighty  Architect  reduced 
thefe  original  atoms  to  order.    When  the  atoms  were 
firft  formed  there  was  no  light,  darknefs  was  upon 
the  faces  of  the  deep.     And  tht  fpirit  of  God  moved 
upon  the  faces  of  the  waters.     By  the  Jpirit  (Ruah) 
is  meant  the  wifui,  and  denotes  air  in  motion.'    That 
this  is  the  meaning  o{ fpirit  in  this  place  is  evident 
from  a  comparifon  of  other  places  where  tlie  fame 
tvord  is  ufed.     Ifai.  xl.  7.  The  grafs  withereth,  the 
flower  fadeth,  becaufe  the  fpirit  (Ruah)  of  the  Lord 
hlowrth  upon  it-     Pfal.   cxlvii.  16.    He  caufeth  his 
wind  {Ruah)  to  ^/(^tt,  and  the  waters  flow.  Jobxxxvii* 
ai.  The  wind  {Ruah)  paflleth  away  and  cleanfeth 
them.   But  what  more  evidently  (hews  that  the  fpirit 
liere  means  wind,  is  Gftn.  viii.  1 .  God  made  a  wind 
{JRiiah)  to  pafs  over  the  earth,  and  the  waters  aflliaged. 

It 
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It  was  by  the  fame  procefs  by  which  the  earth  was  at 
firft  formed  that  it  was  afterwards  re-formed,  when  it 
had  been  diflblved  by  the  waters  of  the  flood ;  for  it 
is  laid  that  God  made  a  wind  {Ruah)  the  fpirit,  to 
pafs  over  the  earth,  and  the  waters  afluaged.     Here, 
certainly,  a  motion  in  the  air  is  meant,  and  as  certainly 
is  to  be  underftood  in  the  former  cafe,  when  we  are 
told,  that   the  fpirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of 
the  waters ;  that  is,  God  by   his  immediate   power 
caufed  a  motion,  or  raifed  an  agitation,  in  the  fiag-- 
nant  air^  which  encompafled  the  earth.     And  it  is 
called  his  fpirit^  becaufe  he  alone  did,  and  could, 
produce  fuch  a  motion,  as  is  meant  by  the  word  Me- 
rephety  moved.     This  word  in  the  original  flgnifies  a 
Ihivering,  or  tremulous  kind  of  motion,  fuch  as  a  hen 
ufes  when  ftie  expands  her  body  and  wings  over  her 
young  ones  ;  and  therefore  the  word  is  expreffive  of 
the  vibrating  motion  of  the  air.     This  a6lion  we  are 
told  was  upon  the  face  of  the  waters,  /.  e.  upon  the 
furface  o(  the  fluid,  turbid,  mafs  of  the  earth,  and  there- 
fore would  have  fuitable  efl^e6ls  upon  it,  that^  is,  by 
furrounding,  and  comprefling  the  outfide,  would  de* 
termine  the  earth  to  be  of  a  fpherical,  or  orbicular 
fliape,  as  the  air  upon  any  fluid  body  fufpended  in  it 
at  prefent  determines  it  to  be.    But  the  aiSlion  of  the 
fpirit,  or  wind  alone,  could  not  enter  much  beyond 
the  furface,  or  caufe  any  confiderable  alteration  in 
the  infide ;  fome  other  fubtlc,  and  more  penetrating 
^gent,  thereftre,  th^n  this  was  requifite  to  form  tha 
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Jhell  of  the  earthy  or  drive  together  the  folid  atoooa    <yf 
it.     Accordingly  the  next  thing  we  read  of  was  ti^& 
produftion  of  light,      And  God  faldy  Let  ii^re   ^ 
lights  and  there  was  light.     Here  is  ^n  agent  pro- 
duced the  moll  fubtle,  as  well  as  pqwerful  of  ^y  m 
nature.     Light  pafles  through  the  hardeft  wd  dofefi: 
of  terreftrial  fubftances,  and  when  iU  atom^  ane  cd- 
levied  in  a  focus,  will  feparate  and  diflblv^  the  pprt^ 
of  the  moft  compadl  body.    Tbiis  then  we  fee  two 
very  powerful  agents,  one  that  operates  principally  by 
preflure,  the  other  by  penetration  ;  and  what  might 
not  fuch  agents  do  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  Oe- 
ator  ?  We  need  not  therefore  wonder,  if  we  ihould   ' 
hear  pf  great  and  mighty  events  brought  abp\it  by 
therpj  in  a  fhort  time;  nay,  if  the  earth,  from  a  fofPa- 
lefs,  fluid,  confufed  mafs,  fhould  be  made  within  ft 
day  or  two  into  a  folid  habitable  globe.    To  eifeA 
this,  thefe  agents  are  put  into  commiflion  by  thefolr 
lowing  command.     And  God/aid^  Let  thcr^  be  a  fir- 
mament (e3^panfion)  in  the  mid'st  of  the  waters,  and 
let  it  divide  the  waters  from  the  waters.     By  the  wa-r 
tsrsy  we  are  to  undcrftand  the  fluid  chaotic  mafe  of 
the  earth,  called  waters  befpre.     And  2ndly,  Th« 
reader  will  remember,  that  this  whole  tfanfa<SiQUwaa 
to  be  upon,  or  Jn  the  earth  ;  not  in  the  midft  of  tha 
Heavens^  or  in  the  <//>,  at  a  vaft  diftance  from  tlnf 
earth,  as  many  commentators  have  imagined.    And 
the  words  plainly  imply,  as  others  in  this  chapter  do, 
g  cp5Q(nan4  to  natural  agents  to  pperat?**   Light  had 

been 
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l!>een  fbrnied,  had  reached,  and  a6bed  iqpo*  this  globb^ 
Jind  wherever  light  and  fpirit  (or  air  in  motion)  are, 
there  would  of  courfe  be  a  Jhniggie  between  them, 
and  this  ftruggle  would  produce  an  exptijfim,  at^ 
this  expanfion  a  draifion^  and  lb  on. 

The  wDrd  for  firmiment,  Haqw^  fekplaind  what  th^ 
firmament  is ;  it  fignifievS  as  we  fee  in  the  margin  of 
our  Bibtes,  '€xpanfion\  and  the  meaning  is,  let  the 
light  and  fpirii  expartd,  and  diffufe  thcmfelves,  and 
let  tbem  prefe  into  the  mixture  called  boaters ;  and 
let  them  adi  in,  among,  or  between  the  parts  of  it, 
and  ilrivc  tne  folid  parts  together,  and  thereby  makfe 
a  reparation  ;  and,  with  the  parts  feparated,  a  di\n- 
fioti  of  wall  between  the  wnters,  fo  that  one  moiety  gC 
the  waters  ihall  He  on  one  fide  of  this  wall,  and  the  ' 
other  on  the  other  fide.  To  explain  how  this  was 
done,  we  arc  told  the  earth  was  ci-eated  vold^  hoUoWy 
empty  within,  or  with  a  large  central  hoilow,  called 
the  womb  of  the  earth.  Job  xxxviii.  8.  This  was 
filled  Only  with  air,  as  every  hollow  place  in  the  earth 
18  filled  at  prefent.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  light 
had  reached  this  central,  or  inward  air,  there  would 
inftantly  commence  a  conflict  between  them  ;  or  a 
ftruggling  this  way  and  that,  as  fi-om  a  center,  whi:h 
is  obvious  to  any  ordinary  capacity,  in  the  cafe  of  a 
bladder  half  filled  with  air,  when  held  before  the 
fire  (the  light  which  not  even  the  clofeft  compacted 
fubftancccan  deny  a  paflageto)  iflbes  forth  fi-om  the 
fire,  and  pcnrtratea  the  pores  of  the  bladder,  drives 

li  4  itfelf 
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itfelf  in  among  the  grofs  air,  which  muft  force  that 
to  pufh  itfelf  every  way  outward,  and  diftend  the 
fides  of  the  bladder  that  inclofes  it.  Thus  would 
the  inward  expanfe  (firmament)  or  expanding  air, 
a6l  upwards  every  way,  from  the  center  to  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  chaotic  mixture,  while  the  outward 
expanfe^  or  the  light  and  fpirit  on  the  outfide  of  this 
globe  would  a6l  downwards^  on,  and  through  every 
part  of  it.  By  thefe  two  equal  and  counterafting* 
agents,  the  earthy,  or  folid  parts  of  the  chaotic  mals, 
would  be  driven  together  into  a  fpherical  Ihcll,  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  center  of  the  earth, 
and  there  be  fuftained  ;  and  as  the  earthy,  or  folid 
parts  would  be  driven  together  into  a  clofe  hard  fhell, 
or  crufl:,  fo  by  the  fame  a6tion  would  the  fluids  be 
permitted  to  flip  between,  on  each  fide  of  this  crufl". 
Thus  would  the  fliell  of  flonc,  or  the  earth  be  formed 
between  two  orbs  of  water,  one  orb  would  cover  the 
outward  furfacc,  the  other  would  cover,  or,  by  the  ex- 
panding air  from  the  center,  be  prcfl^d  clofe  to  the 
inward  furface  of  the  earth.  Such  being  the  fituation 
of  things,  it  will  appear  now  to  every  one,  how  the 
earth  was  founded  upon^  and  formed  between  the  wa- 
ters— and  as  the  fliell  or  cruft  of  the  earth  was  driven 
together  by  the  expanfive  power  of  the  air,  and  form- 
ed between  two  orbs  of  water,  fo  the  firmament,  or 
expanfion,  performed  the  part  it  was  to  do — It  di^ 
vided  the  waters  from  the  waters. 

[To  he  continued.^ 

AN 
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AN  ANSWER  TO  THE  FOLLOWING 
QUESTION. 

Ofzvhat  Ufe  is  the  Doffnne  of  Univerfal  Reftoration^ 
fuppofing  it  to  be  true  ? 

WHO  art  thou,  O  man^  that  repHeft  againft  thy 
Maker  ?  Doft  thou  mean  to  fay  he  has  re- 
vealed a  truth  which  is  of  no  ufe  ?  Ceafe,  for  this  is 
charging  infinite  wifdom  with  folly.  I  fhould  fay, 
the  ufefulnefs  of  the  do6trine  of  Univerfal  Reftora- 
tion  proves  it  to  be  true.  Let  me  point  out  fome  of 
its  ufes. 

It  is  of  much  ufe  to  the  enquiring  believer,  one 
who  truly  defires  to  know,  and  undcrftand  what  God 
hath  revealed.  When  the  believer  fearches  into  the 
chara6ler  of  God,  he  finds  the  Scriptures  teach  it  to 
be  love.  If  it  is  love,  nothing  can  dwell  in  him  con- 
trary to  love :  but  how  to  reconcile  this  with  cndlefs 
wrath  is  pafl  the  wifdom  of  man  ;  becaufc  endlefs 
wrath  mufl  proceed  from  fome  other  principle  than 
love.  All  the  difpenfations  of  love  mull  tend,  ulti- 
mately, to  the  good  of  the  object.  But  no  good  can 
redound  to  the  fubjedl  of  endlefs  wrath,  or  punifli- 
ment,  therefore  it  mull  proceed  from  fome  other  prin- 
ciple than  love.  But  this  is  to  make  God  out  as 
having  two  contrary  principles  in  him,  which  is  fuch 

a  grols 


^06  TSK  UNITSRIAX,IST*S   MiSCSiXANT. 

a  grofs  abfurdity,  a3  muft  demonftrate  that  book  to 
be  not  of  God,  which  teaches  fuch  a  doctrine^ 

Here  the  enquiring  believer  is  amazingly  perplex- 
ed ;  but  the  Univerfalift  beholdeth  God's  charaAer 
in  all  its  effulgent  glory ;  be  feelh  all  the  wrathftil 
difpenfations  of  the  Almighty,  proceeding  from  love ; 
becaufe  they  all  tend  to  the  good  of  the  fufFercr,  to 
humble  him,  that  he  may  know  his  own  chara6ler; 
and  then,  the  lovely  chnracSler  of  Jehovah,  by  being 
reconciled  through  the  bkxxl  of  the  crofs. 

Power  belongeth  unto  God.  Some  Chriftians  hold 
that  all  men  were  not  created  for  happineft,  and 
therefore  Chrift  did  not  die  for  all.  But  if  all  men 
were  not  created  for  happinefs,  it  was  either  becaufe 
God  could  not,  or  would  not  create  them  for  that 
end.  If  becaufe  he  could  not,  then  he  is  deficient  in 
power ;  if  becaufe  he  would  not,  then  he  is  defici^t 
in  love.  Here  is  the  diiRculty ;  it  may  be  fwallowed 
by  many,  but  folved  by  none. 

Some  believe  that  all  men  were  created  for  happi* 
nefs,  and  that  Chrift  did  die  for  all,  but  becaufe  they 
will  not  come  to  him  m  this  life,  they  wiH  be  rcjeiSted, 
and  punilhed  with  endlefs  damnation. 

But  this  is  faying  the  wickedncfs  of  the  creature 
has,  or  will  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the  Creator :  flill, 
therefore,  power  is  wanting,  befides  the  abfurdity  of 
fuppofing,  that  God  s  goodncfs  is  overcome  with  evil. 

Again  the  Scriptures  teach  us,  that  God  hath  no 
pbatoe  in  the  death  of  a  finner;  now  if  endlefs  mi- 

fery 
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/ery  be  a  truth,  then  we  muft  fuppofe  that  God  will 
fuffer  that  which  he  hath  no  pleafure  in^  eadlelsly  to 
exift  before  him. 

The  Univ^faliftsy  by  ^iflerting  that  the  dodlrine 
iof  endlefs  pimilhment  is  not  in  the  Scriptures,  hare 
AH  eafy  method  of  jblving  thofe  difficulties. 

The  dodlrine  of  the  Univerfal  Reftoration  is  a  plan 
jbufided  in  love,  dire<5led  by  wifdom,  executed  by 
power,  and  therefore  nauft  not,  cannot  in  any  inftance 
be  defeated. 

It  greatly  expands  our  ideas  of  divine  goodqefs ; 
Jehovah  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are 
over  all  his  works. 

It  giveth  great  pleafure  to  the  fouls  who  love  the 
Lord  Jefus,  when  they  think  that  his  enemies  fhajl 
fubmit  themfelves  unto  him,  and  bow  and  own  that 
he  is  the  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

What  joy  does  it  ^ve  the  man  who  hatetb  fin, 
when  he  contemplates  that  Jehovah  will  not  give  up 
the  contcft,  till  he  bath  wholly  deftroyed  it,  and  de- 
livered the  creation  from  the  bondage  of  corruption, 
iatto  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  Qod. 

It  enlai^es  our  mind,  and  gives  us  full  fcope  for 
free  enquiry  in  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift. 

Endlefi  punifliment  cramps  the  fouls  of  it$  advo-. 
oatcs ;  it  will  not,  it  cannot  afForcJ  aoy  pleafure,  but  jt 
1$  pregnant  with  grief  to  every  one  that  is  not  paft 
feeliog.    It  will  not  begr  iov^gaticm;  if  a  truth,  it 

is 
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js  of  fuch  a  nature  that  we  cannot,  we  dare  not  pray 
for  the  accomplifhment  of  it,  becaufb  it  is  contrary 
to  the  difpofitions  and  feelings  of  all  thofe,  who,  as 
the  ele6l  of  God,  have  put  on  bowels  of  mercies; 
diametrically  oppofite  to  that  fpirit  which  the  Gofpel 
every  where  inculcates ;  and  fo,  if  true,  the  work  of 
grace  contradi<5ls  the  word  of  grace.  Abfurd  and 
jmpoffible.  findlefs  punifhment  to  a  ferious  mind, 
is  like  a  Ikeleton  to  an  old  woman.  Ah  !  it  is  there 
I  don't  wifh  to  examine  it. 

The  Univerfalift  courts  the  enquiry  of  his  oppo- 
nent, knowing  the  more  his  opinions  are  rubbed,  like 
the  pure  gold,  the  more  they  fhinc.  He  is  not  afraid 
of  the  arguments  of  Dcifts,  becaufe  his  tenets  are  no- 
ble, and  worthy  of  God ;  while  the  docftrine  of  End- 
lefs  Punifhment  blafts  his  nature,  name,  charadler, 
and  government  for  ever. 

And  this  is  to  fatisfy  vindictive  juftice.  Ceafe 
from  thy  impious  talk  !  afcribe  not  folly  to  thy  Ma- 
ker :  does  God  feck  for  fatisfacftion  where  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  be  obtained  ?  Bcfidcs,  his  juftice  is  according 
to  mercy.  "  Alfo  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  belongeth 
mercy,  for  thou  rcndercft  to  every  man  according  to 
his  works."  Pfalm  Ixii.  12.  A  vindictive  difpofition 
is  a  child  of  hell,  not  the  offspring  of  heaven. 

The  doClrine  of  UniverfalReftoration  is  of  great 
ufe  in  reconciling  the  promifes  and  threatenings  of 
God's  word.  They  both  are  exadlly  true,  and  muft 
be  literally  accompliihed.     To  every  /*/>/§•  thqre  is  ^ 

feafon^ 
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feafon,  and  a  time  to  every  purpofe  under  the  heaven. 
Eccl.  iii.  1.  It  was  an  awful  denunciation,  when 
Jehovah  threatened  to  deftroy  the  cities  of  the  plain^ 
and  it  was  literally  fulfilled,  not  one  perfon  efcaped. 

Then  Jehovah  rained  upon  Sodom,  and  upon  Go- 
morrah, brimftone  and  fire  from  Jehovah  out  of  hea- 
ven. And  he  overthrew  thofc  cities,  and  ail  the 
plain,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  cities,  and  that 
which  grew  upon  the  ground.     Gen.  xiii.  24,  25. 

Our  Lord  intimates,  that  they  will  be  condemned 
in  the  judgment,  and  Jude  mentions  them  as  fufFcr- 
ing  the  vengeance  of  aioniori  fire. 

But  there  is  a  promife  of  their  reftoration.  Juftice 
and  realbn  would  contend,  that  it  ought  to  be  as  lite- 
rally fulfilled  as  the  threatening  was ;  and  nothing 
but  the  direful  do61rine  of  Endlefs  Punifhment  for- 
bids it* 

When  I  Ihall  bring  again  their  captivity,  the  cap 
tivity  of  Sodom  and  her  daughtei^,  and  the  captivity 
o(  Samaria  and  her  daughters,  then  will  I  bring  again 
the  captivity  of  thy  captives  in  the  miclft  of  them. 
That  thou  mayefi:  bear  thine  own  fhame,  and  mayeft 
be  confounded  in  all  that  thou  halt  done,  in  that  thou 
art  a  comport  unto  them.  When  thy  fifters,  So- 
dom and  her  daughters  ihall  return  to  their  former 
cftatc,  and  Samaria  and  her  daughters  fhall  return  to 
their  former  efi:ate,  then  thou  and  thy  daughters  (hall 
return  to  your  former  eflate.  Ezck.  xv'u  53,  54,  55. 

This  is  a  moft  important  prophecy  or  promife. 

We 
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We  not  odly  learn  the  refioiation  of  Sodom  and  GkS* 
morrah^  &c.  the  cities  of  the  plain,  but  alfo  the  reflso* 
ration  of  Samarria  and  Jerufaleoo,  £>  a?  to  be  a  com^ 
FOUT  to  each  other- 

We  learn  alfo  that  Samariat  and  Jcn*falem  vfill  not 
be  reftored  till  Sodom  is  reftored ;  but  Sodom  will 
be  fentenced  in  the  day  of  judgment,  according  to 
our  Lord V  words,  though  to  a  naore  tokrablc  punifh- 
ment  than  Jerufalem.  If  this  promifc  therefore  is 
ever  fulfilled  to  all  or  cither  of  them>  it  rtiuft  be  after 
the  day  of  judgment. 

Here  the  abettors  of  cndlds  puniihment  are  af 
thdr  n€  plus  idtro'^  as- their  abfurd  explanations  on  the 
tort  abundantly  evince.  But  the  doiftrine  of  Unis* 
isi  Rcftoration  harmonizes  the  divine  truth.  It 
bc^ds  forth  difpenfations  of  wrath  and  oorreiftioil,  and 
then  feafons  for  the  difplay  of  mercy  to  the  corresfted, 
fo  that  finally  mercy  fliair  rgoice  againft  judgment, 
BOt  only  to  Sodom,  Samaria,  and  Jerufalem,  btrt  to  all 
nations  ;  as  it  is  written,  '  All  the  kindreds  of  the  na- 
tions (hall  worihip  before  thee.  Pf.'  xxii.  27.  AH 
ilft<aons  whom  thou  haft  made,  fhall  come  and  wor- 
ihip before  thee,  O  Lord,  and  (hall  glorify  thy  namtt. 
Pfw  Ixxxvi.  9.  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  bis  ten- 
der mercies  are  over  all  his  works*  All  thy  work* 
fliaU  pi^fe  thee,  O  Lord,  and  thy  faints  fhall  blef» 
thee.  Pf.  cxiv.  9^  10. 

The  Ifraelites  are  under  very  awful  thretftfcmftg», 
and^maiiy  gracious^promifes  bebng  totiie  &me  people. 

I  will 


i  will  no  mate  have  meiej  trpon  the  Haufe  of  IfraoJ^ 
bi^  I  wiU  utterljr  take  tdtem  away.  HofeLiu  6.  Ye 
ace  not  mj  pcopley  aDd  I  will  not  be  your  God.  Vcf.^ 
Yet  the  number  of  the  children  of  Ifeael  fliall  be  as 
the  &nd  of  the  feo^  which  cannot  be:  meafbced.  nor 
oiambeied ;  and  k  fhaU  come  to  pafs,  that  in  the 
place  where  it  wa6  faid  to  them.  Ye  are  not  mj 
peof^^  there  it  ftiall  be  feid  uaAo  them.  Ye  arcc  the 
ibn&  of  the  living  Go/1.  Ver.  iO* 

The  tniqukj  o£  Ephraim  is'  bc^ctd  up,^  his  fin:  15 
hid ;  the  forrowa  of  a  travaihng  woman  fhaft  coase 
upoo  biffl)  he  is  an  unwife.  fon>  for  he  fh(!a}Id  not 
ikuy  long  in  the  place  of  the  breaking  fi>rtb  of  chil- 
dren. I  will  ran&m  them  from  the  power  of  tha 
gravei;  I  will  redeem  them  fiom  death ;  O  death,  I 
will  be  thy  plagues  ;  O  grave  I  will  be  thy  deftruc*- 
tion ;  repentance  fhall  be  hid  fiom  mme  eyea,  PIbfea 
mu  12,  13,  14. 

Tbefe  are  fome  of  thepromifes and threatenings  to 
^le  lame  people,  which  can  only  be  fuJiilled  UteraEy 
upon  the  plan  of  Univerfel  Reftoralion.  Our  Lcxrd 
fays,  If  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  fliall  die  in 
your  fins.  John.viiL  24.  Pattl  fays,  All  I&ael  ihsSl 
be  faved.  For  God.  hath  concluded  them  aU  in  un<- 
belief,  (not  that  they  ms^r  be  endlefely  damned,  but^ 
that  be  might  have  mercy  upoo  all.  Rom.  si.  2d^  3&i 
Many  more  inflances  might  be  given. 

The  dodlrine  of  UmverfalReftoi3atieoiis>vaynffc' 
fol  in  pradical  reiigjon.^  inafiaueh.  aa^  it  ropfefisottr 

God 


312  THB  UNIVEKSALIST  S  MISCELLANY* 

God  foremofl  in  all  his  precepts  as  an  example.  "We 
are  commanded  to  love  our  enemies.  Mat.  v.  44* 
To  forgive  all.  Mat.  vi.  14.  To  overcome  evil  with 
good.  Rom.  xii.  21.  Butendlefs  mifery  teaches  that 
God  does  not  love  all  his  enemies ;  if  it  be  aflerted 
that  he  does  love  all  his  enemies,  yet  it  muft  be 
granted  that  a  feafon  will  come  when  he  will  ceafe 
to  love  them ;  it  comes,  therefore,  to  the  feme  point, 
with  this  additional  difficulty,  that  the  unchange* 
able  God  is  reprefented  mutable.  Endlefs  mifery 
teaches  abfolutely  that  God  will  never  forgive  all^ 
and  that  he  never  will  overcome  all  evil  with  good.   . 

Why  then  fhould  he  fo  ftriAly  enjoin  thofe  pre- 
cepts, does  he  want  me  to  be  more  perfcdl  than 
himfelf :  befides,  it  is  faying,  do  not  as  I  do,  but  as 
I  fay. 

We  are  commanded  to  pray  for  the  falvation  of  all 
men,  and  that  without  wrath  or  doubting.  1  Tim. 
ii.  1 — 8.  But  it  is  utterly  impoffible  to  pray  for  the 
falvation  of  all  men  without  doubting,  while  I  be- 
lieve many  will  be  endlefsly  loft. 

Alfo  I  am  commanded  to  give  thanks  for  all  men. 
But  if  any  are  endlefsly  miferable,  I  cannot  give 
thanks  for  them,  but  rather  wifh  they  had  never  been 
brought  into  being.  But  if  all  things  are  to  him 
(Rom.  xi.  36.)  as  well  as  of  him,  and  through  him, 
then  I  can  give  thanks  for  all  things.  As  the  work 
of  grace  cannot  contradict  the  word  of  grace,  as  has 
been  hinted  already,  the  do6lrine  of  Univerfal  Refto- 

ration 
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ration  muft  be  ufeftil  in  Chriftian  experience.  But, 
furely,  I  need  fay  no  more  to  fliew  the  ufefulnefs  of 
the  doiftrine,  but  rather  fay  it  muft  be  ufeful,  becaufe 
God  has  revealed  it.  A.  B. 


SIN  NOT  AN  INFINITE  EVIL. 

In  anfwer  to  Benjamin  Baine. 
See  Page  257. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 
SIR, 

WHEN  I  wrote  an  anfwer  to  the  queries*  of  N. 
B.  concerning  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  (See 
page  141  of  your  Mifcellany)  I  then  thought  on  the 
text  which  Mr.  Baine  has  brought  forward  from  Job 
xxii.  5.  But  as  it  had  no  relation  to  the  fubjeft,  I 
did  not  mention  it. '  The  words  run  thus :  "  /^  not 
thy  wickednejs  great ^  and  thine  iniquities  infinite  f^'*  Mr. 
Baine  fays,  if  this  Scripture  be  /n^,  our  ftns  are  in-- 
finite.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  all  Scripture  is  true; 
yet  I  doubt  of  the  infinity  of  fin  in  every  fenfe.  I 
think  it  evident  that  the  text  does  not  refer,  to  the 
nature  of  Job's  fins,  but  to  the  number  of  them.  "  Are 
nojt  thine  iniquities  infinite  ?"  Thofe  who  contend 
for  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  place  that  evil,  in  its  na^ 
iurey  not  in  the  number  of  fins  committed  ;  and  they 
are  right  in  fo  doing,  for  if  one  ftngle  fin  hath  not 
infinite  evil  in  its  nature,  no  poffible  number  of  fins  can 
Vol.  I.  K  k  have 
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have  infiaiu  evil  m  ttem.  It  is  by  a  figure  of  ^M)eoil 
that  infinity  is  afbrfted  to  th«  tnmher  cf  Job*8  fine. 
The  fame  mode  of  i^caking  we  find  Nafaum  iii*  ^ 
where  it  is  faid  that  the  ftrength  of  the  great  city  «f 
No  Ammon^  in  Egypt,  was  irifinite ;  yet  the  Prophet 
fays  that  this  city  (i.  e.  the  inhabitants  of  it)  was  car- 
ried away,  it  went  into  captivity.  So  of  Nineveh  it 
is  faid,  in  themaijgin,  their  flore  of  gold  was  infimtei 
Nahum  ii.  9.  Yet  all  the  gold  of  Nineveh  has  long 
ago  been  taken  away.  We  often  ufe  the  word  in 
the  fame  qualified  jfen&  to  esprefi  the  abundance  of 
any  thing ;  thus  it  is  often  faid  that  the  ftrwjgth 
and  riches  of  this  city  di  London  are  infinite^  yet 
fome  men  tremble  for  it,  when  they  think  of  the  fete 
cff  -Afc,  Nineveh  and  Babylon.  We  ought  to  remark 
alfe,  that  the  charge  which  was  brought  againfl  Job, 
of  his  iniquities  being  infinite,  i.  e.  exceeding  many 
in  number,  was  falfe;  for  he  was  a  holy  upright 
man,  who  feared  God,  and  refufed  evil;  but  his 
friends  could  not  think  that  a  good  man  couM  be  fb 
dreadfully  afRi^ted  as  he  was,  and  therefore,  to  juftify 
the  condudl  of  Providence,  they  charged  him  with 
all  forts  of  fins,  which  God  himfolf  reproved  them 
for.  *  The  do<ftrine  of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  has 
therefore  but  a  foeble  ground  to  ftand  upon,  if  this 
he.  its  beft  fupport. 

But  the  literal  meaning  of  the  words  is.  Is  not  thy 
wickeA>eft  great,  arid  thine  iniquities  ivithout  end ; 
that  is,  thou  are  a  great  finner,  and  thou  conttrmeft  in 

thy 


thy  fins,  thoii  doilnot  break  theni  tiffhy  rij^teoufnefs^ 
they  are  now  going  on ;  but  ftill  ttiis  was  a  calumny 
on  Job's  ehara6ler,  be  was  not  a  kicked  man j  ki  the 
fcD^  ih  which  they  mdant,  btit  was  the  mod  uprig&t 
mim  on  eartii  at  that  time.  Whea  I  &fy  therefore^ 
that  I  believe  tiiis  Scripture  is  trae>  I  mean  it  is  truoi 
that  Job^s  frieilds  Q)ake  thefe  words  to  him.  So  it  is 
true,  tliat  our  JJbrd  was  thai^ed  \irith  being  a  de^ 
ceiver  of  the  people^,  but  the  eharge  imB  falfe  and 
wioked  in  itJclT. 

Mr.  Bidne  iays,  tkat  tlie  ai^pihients  which  I  afed 
before  ard  ingenious^^  but  they  are  taken  only  frooi 
jreafoo,  on  which  isR^coant  he  ie^rid  to  reje<5t  them.  I 
I  would  afk^  is  not  all  preaching  reafoning  upon  tbd 
Scriptures  ?  Did  not  Mr.  Baine  think  that  he  rea- 
ibned,  when  he  (kid,  "  If  this  Scripture  be  true,  oujf 
fins  ate  infinite,  and  of  necefli^  deferve  infinite  (that 
is  endlefs)  puniihment?"  I  thiilk  it  a  dangerous  thing 
to  reprefent  Scripture  and  rea(bn  as  at  variance  with 
each  othe^.  I  judge  that  revelation  is  an  i^ppeal  to 
the  reaibn  of  mankind,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  under- 
ftand  Scripture,  without  reafoning  upon  it*  In  fhorfc^ 
no  man  is  againft  reafon,  till  he  finds  reafon  is  againft 
him.  Whether  this  be  the  cafe  with  Mr^  Baine^  I 
leave  your  and  the  public  ta  jodge« 

I  am.  Sir,  your^s^ 

SIMPLEX. 


iLkfX  JSXVO^ 
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EXPOSITION  OF  JOHN  xiv,  17. 

LOOKING  into  Harwootfs  Greek  Teftament 
the  other  day,  I  obferved  that  the  word  Lahein, 
which  we  tfanflate  receive,  is  faid  to  mean  feize,  for 
which  fevcral  authorities  are  mentioned. .  So  that  the 
text  would  read  thus :  ^^  Even  the  fpirit  of  truth, 
whom  the  world  cannot  felze,  becaufe  it  feeth  him 
hot,  &c.  As  though  our  Lord  would  fay.  The  world 
will  feize  me,^  and  flay  me ;  but  I  will  pray  the  Fa- 
ther, and  he  ftiall  give  yoii  atiolher  comforter,  that 
he  may  abide  with  you  to  the  age ;  even  the  Spirit 
of  Truth,  whom  the  world  caxmot  Jeize,  becaufe  it 
feeth.  him  not,  &c.'^ 

1.  This  reading  feems  fupported  by  the  latter 
claufe.  The  world  feeth  liim  not^  He  is  not  an  ob- 
je6l  of  fight  as  Jefus  was,  therefore  cannot  be  feized 
and  flain  like  him,  but  will  remain  in  his  influences 
with  the  Church  to  the  end  of  the  age. 

2.  This  reading  is  fupported  by  Matt.  xxi.  35, 
where  it  is  faid  the  hufl^andmen  took,  /.  e.  feized  his 
fervants,    and  ver.  39,   they  caught  the  heir,   i.  e. 

feized  him.    And  Mark  xii.  3  and  8,  where  the  fame 
word  occurs,  and  elfewhere. 

3.  Parkhurft  in  Lambano  and  Leebo,  under  which 
Labein  is  found,  fays  it  fignifies.  To  take,  in  what^ 
ever  manner ;  and  gives  inflances  of  its  meaning.  To 
take  by  force,  to  apprehend,  to  feize.  He  alfo  fup- 
pofes  it  to  come  from  the  Hebrew  Lebiah,  a  lion  or 
]ioneis^  who  feize  their  prey  in  a  remarkable  manner. 
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ANSWER  TO  THE  QUESTION  ON  CON- 
SCIENCE.     See  Page  2(^. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 
SIK, 

YOUR  Correfpondent  who  (igns  himfelf -^  Cm^ 
Jiant  Reader^  has  afkcd,  "  What  is  natural  con- 
Icience?  And  how  are  its  workings  to  be  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  the  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  The 
queftions  are  important,  and  deferve  a  better  anfwer 
than  what  is  given  in  page  266 ;  for  I  obferve  that 
anfwer  does  not  dcfcribe  confcience  at  all.  I  believe 
pioft  peffons  take  confcience  to  be  fome  innate  idea, 
or  principle  of  the  human  mind,  and  fuppofe  it  to  be 
^rule  of  right  and  wrong.  But  I  judge  this  opinion  to 
he  very  erroneous.  For  I  think  it  is  plain  that  we 
have  no  innate  ideas;  at  lead  I  will  fay  that  I  have 
none.  lean  form.no  idea  of  any  thing  unlefs  I 
have  heard  of  it,  or  feen  it, .  or  felt  it,  or  fmelt,  or 
tafted  it.  And  I  am  perfuadcd  that  I  fliould  not 
have  had  an  idea  of  Gk)d,  if  he  had  not  given  me  an 
idea  of  himfelf  by  revelation.  For  God  cannot  be  an 
objedl  of  my  fenfes ;  all  I  can  learn  of  him,  there- 
fore, is  by  the  revelation  which  he  has'  given  me. 
The  word  conrfcience  explains  itfelf,  and  fignifies  to' 
know  with  or  by  fome  rule,.  I  therefore  think  con- 
fcience is,  the  judg7nent  which  a  man  forms  of  his  own  * 
^ions.  '  It  is  clear  th^t  confcience  is  of  itfelf  no  rulo- 
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of  acftipn.  For  inftance,  the  confcience  of  a  Maho^ 
jnetan  does  iiot  accufe  him  for  having  a  {duraiity  of 
wives,  becaufe  the  |Cpran^  which  is  the  mfe  he  judges 
by,  allows  of  it.  The  confcience  of  a  Catholic  is  not 
wounded  at  having  i^nages  in  his  wprfhip,  becaufe 
the  authority  of  the  Church,  whicl)  \s  the  rule  he 
judges  by,  enjoins  it.  §o  Paul's  confcience  dictated  taj 
him,  that  he  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  tbe 
name  of  Jefus,  tecaufe  the  rule  by  which  he  judged 
was  erroneous.  In  the  (ame  manner,  ignorant  and 
wicked  men  form  a  wrong  judgment  of  their  a^ions^ 
becaufe  they  do  not  judge  by  the  Scripture,  which  is 
the  only  rule  of  moral  a6lion.  If  your  Querift,  by 
Tiatural  conjcience^  means  the  judgment  which  a  man 
forms  oi  his  a<5ions  who  has  no  ^ftance  from  reve-^ 
]ation,  I  fhould  anfwer,  that  I  do  not  believe  fuch  a' 
jnan  has  any  confcience  ;  that  is,  he  forms  no  judg- 
ment of  his  aiftioqs  at  all ;  for  if  he  knows  nothing  of 
any  rule  of  morality,  he  is  ignorant  of  morality  itfelf. 
But,  perhaps,  it  would  be  difiiciilt  to  find  fuch  a 
man,  for  even  the  moft  favage  nations  have  ibme 
idea  of  a  God,  which  myft  have  been  received  origi- 
nally from  revelation,  however  tnuch  it  may  have 
been  mutilated  in  the  courfe  of  tradition.  .  The  light 
of  Nature,  which  has  been  fo  much  talked  of,  has 
generally  been  miftaken.  It  has  been  fuppofed  that 
the.  Heathen  nations  had  no  knowledge  of  revelation. 
That  they  had  but  fmall  knowledge  of  the  Jewifti 
(Economy  will  be  granted ;  but  I  Ihiould  ilill  main*. 


tain^  that  the  very  idea  of  a  Ood  mtift  be  derived 
from  revefatioa  at  firft.  But,  perhaps,  by  natural 
€om/iiitue  is  meant  the  judgment  which  any  tmcon* 
verted  man  makes  of  his  anions.  If  {o^  I  fhould  f  ly, 
that  fuch  a  man^  like  all  other  men,  will  judge  ac- 
cording to  the  knowledge  which  he  has  of  the  rule 
of  judgment,  /•  e.  the  Scriptures.  But  his  know- 
ledge of  them  being  partial  and  defe<5tive,  his  con- 
fcience  will  be  the  fame.  Hence  his  conlbience  will 
be  evil,  defiled,  or  hardened,  according  as  he  has  rer 
ceived  light,  or  refilled  it.  For  light  maketh  mani- 
feft ;  and  he  that  doeth  truth  cometh  to  the  light, 
that  his  deeds  may  be  made  manifeft,  that  they  are 
wrought  in  God.  A  converted  man  is  one  who  im- 
plicitly follows  the  light,  and  receives  it  with  the 
meeknefs  of  a  little  child.  The  word  of  God  be- 
comes a  principle  of  fpiritual  life  in  him,  by  which 
he  adls.  He  hath  a  good  confcieiice;  that  is,  he 
forms  a  judgment  of  his  a6\'wm  acc^n-ding  to  the 
Scriptures. 

According  to  the  latter  queftion,  ^'  How  are  the 
workings  of  natural  confcience  to  be  difl.inguiftied 
from  the  operations  of  the  fpirit  of  God  ?'*  I  would 
obferve,  that  all  men-  have  receiTed  a  principle  of 
moral  death  in  Adam,  for  in  Adam  all  die ;  fo  ii^ 
Chrift  all  roea  have  received  a  prineiple  of  fpiritual 
life,  for  be  is  the  true  light,  which  lightclh  every 
man  who  cometh  into  the  world.  The  convi<5lions 
wl^ich  wicked  men  feel  in  their  minda,  are  not  from 
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nature  ;  for  nature  is  fpiritually  dead  ;  but  they  are 
the  ftrivings  of  the  fpirit  of  Gk)d  with  them. 

If  you  think  this  worth  a  place  in  your  ufeful  Mif- 
cellany,  it  is  at  your  fervice. 

Your's^  &c.         Lenox. 


LETTER  ON  DIVINE  PRESCIENCE, 

DEAR  SIR, 

The  following  Letter  on  Divine  Prefcience,  or  Fore- 
knowledge of  God,  was  written  in  confequencc  of 
fome  converfation   which  took  place  on  reading 

'  the  extradl  from  Henderfon,  in  your  Alagazine 
for  May  laft,  No.  5,  page  1 93,  which  if  conliftent 
with  your  plan,  would  wifh  to  give  it  a  place  in 
your  ufeful  Mifcellany. 

DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  ONCE  more  have  taken  my  pen,  to  drop  you  a 
few  lines  on  what  I  think  an  interclting  and  im- 
portant fubjeft.  May  the  Lord  give  a  blefSng 
thereto. 

You  know  that  it  hath  been  for  fome  time  my 
fixed  judgment,  that  God  did  not  from  all  eternity 
certainly  forefee  all  the  adlions  which  his  free  and  in- 
telligent creatures  would  perform;  and  that  fuch 
knowledge  is  eflcntial  to  his  very  nature,  is  not  to  be 
proved;  or,  in  other  words,  he  is  at  perfedl  liberty 
either  to  forefee,  or  not  forefee ;  to  foreknow,  or  not  . 
;  foreknow. 
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foreknow.  I  reafon  in  this  manner— God  was  eter- 
nally happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf,  and  (q 
needed  no  creature  to  add  thereto.  His  goodiads 
moved  him  to  create  finite  beings  ;  yet  he  was  per- 
fectly free  herein,  being  under  no  compullion,  was 
equally  fi-ee  and  at  liberty,  whether  or  npt  to  think 
x>f  fuch  creation ;  and  to  endow  the  creatures  with 
fuch  properties,  powers  and  qualifications,  as  feemed 
good  to  him.  Having,  To  to  fpeak,  refolved  to  make 
man,  he  therefore  conitituted  him  a  moral  agent,  en- 
dowed him  with  Si /elf 'determining  faculty,  or  power, 
'liberty  of  willy  zx\A  freedom  of  choice  \  giving  him  4 
law  or  rule  to  go  by,  which  dpubtlefs  would  have  en'*\ 
fured  his  happinefs,  if  he  had  cojitinued  to  obey,  but 
the  contrary  if  he  difobeyed. 

Now,  the  Creator  having  given  his  intelligent ^  mo^ 
ral  creatures,  a  fl:raight  line  of  perfedl  order  and  rec- 
titude to  go  by,  and  from  which  they  may  go  afl:ray 
in  an  innumerable  variety  of  ways :  Here  I  freely 
own,  that  the  Moil  High  did  certainly  forefee  all  the 
ways  the  creatures  could  poffibly  deviate  from  the 
line  of  reditude  ;  leaving  it  to  themfelves  which  they 
would  take,  .at  the  fame  time,  he  infallibly  fees  the 
path  they  would  make  choice  of.  And  fince  it  was 
his  original  purpofe,  intention  and  defign,  that  all  his 
intelligent,  moral  agents  fliould  be  finally  and  end- 
lefsly  happy,  therefore  his  long-fufl^ering  goodnefs  is 
never  difgufted  :  but  he  in  love  and  tender  compaf- 
fion,  purfues  them  through  all  their  mazes,  wind- 
ings 
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ings,  turning*  and  crooked  paths,  until  they  freely 
and  willingly  fut>mit,  and  thankfully  acknowledge 
^  goodn^  of  God^  for  the  cbaftiiement  he  canfed 
them  to  efkdttye'*^.  Some  indeed  muft  come  through 
great  trihiikitk>n^  and  others  hiki  but  all  muft  re^ 
eeivB  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

In  ovr  late  converfation,  on  my  faying  ^  what<- 
€ver  happens  at  any  time,  it  waa  ever  true  or  certain 
that  fuch  an  event  would  certainly  happen,**  you  ob* 
ierved^  that  ^  according  to  my  hypothcfis,  there  muft 
|iave  been  fome  eternal  truths  unknown  to  God." 
I  can  hard^y  forbear  fmiling  to  think  how  pleafed 
you  felt  yourfelf,  in  thinking  you  had  fo  cleverly 
gripped  up  my  heels. 

I  think  we  ought  on  fuch  fubje<Sts,  to  diftinguifli 
between  philofophical  and  motal  certainty,  without 
iri)ich  we  are  liable  to  make  miftakes:  th^  former 
arifes  in  confequence  of  that  infinite  chain  of  links  in 
the  courfe  of  Divine  Providence,  which  hang  upon, 
and  follow  each  other  a$  caufe  and  effed ;  the  latfer 
depending  on  the  liberty  and  mutability  of  the  crea- 
ture's will,  is,  tbcrc^re  at  moft,  only  contingent  and 
foffikk ;  ar^d  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  perfon  to 
have  a  very  narrow,  contra<fted  mind,  or  that  he  ne- 
ver exercifed  his  thoughts  much  about  it^^  who  can 
^ny  ti)c  pTOpofition. 

*  For  an  ample  difcuffion  pf  this  matter,  fee  Ramfcy's  Philofo- 
phical Principles  of  Natural  and  Reycalcd  Religion.  Vol  I.  Pag? 
152.  Prop.  23. 

?  will 


I  will  here  mention  a  tbifig  or  two.  I  thmk  yOa 
will  not  dehj  it  to  have  been  a  truth  ages  before  yoa 
Were  bom,  that,  at  a  certain  future  period  of  tim^ 
you  would  be  married  to  the  ^voman  who  is  now  your 
wife.  I  fay,  I  think  you  will  not  d^  ly  this  to  have 
been  a  thing  which  would  mott  ceiKt-nly  happen  in 
the  philofophic  fenfe;  yd,  hs  it  dci^ended  on  the 
will  for  its  completion,  it  was  only  niorally  certainji 
that  is  to  fay,  contingent  and  |X)Hible. 

Refpedling  the  Divine  Bting  as  to  his  knowing  ot 
not  knowing,  being  willing  or  unwilling,  that  Adam 
fhould  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  yo^  contend^ 
that  the  Moft  High  perfeclly  and  certainly  knew  all 
the  adtions  of  all  his  creatures,  with  all  the  circum* 
fiances  leading  thereto ;  that  when  he  created  the 
world,  and  placed  Adam  in  the  garden,  he  infallibly 
knew  that  he  would  certainly  eat  of  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge, and  thereby  bring  upon  himfelf  and  all  hi$ 
pofterity,  the  awful  confequenees  thereof.  Yet  yqv^ 
contend,  that  God  never  intended  him  to  eat  thereof, 
and  that  he  did  it  quite  contrary  to  the  will  of  God. 
But  how  the  Moft  High  could  certainly  foreknow, 
and  do  all  thofc  things  which  led  to  Adam's  eating 
of  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  have 
not  the  leaft  defign  and  intention  that  he'fhould  do 
ioy  is  exceedingly  hard  for  me  to  comprehend. 

But  you  with  others  endeavour  to  vindicate  the 
Divine  chara6ler  in  this  affair,  by  faying  ^^  foreknow^ 
Udge  of  God  was  no  caufe  of  Adams  Jin''   It  is  allowed 

that 
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^at  the  foreknowledge  of  God  fimply  confidered, 
could  have  no  influence  on  Adam.  But  how  does 
this  help  the  matter  ?  Not  in  the  leaft.  If  I  fee  a 
inan  placed  on  a  ftool,  at  a  fmall  di'ftance,  in  a  diredt 
line,  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  charged  with'pow- 
4fir  and  ball,  and  a  perfon  with  a  lighted  match  in 
Ijis  hand,  fetting  fire  tp  it  at  the  touch-hole,  I  car- 
t^ainly  lyiow  if  the  piece  goes  off,  the  poor  man  would 
be  killed  ;  but  this  does  not  prove  that  I  willed  ia 
tjip  leaft,  or  in  any  way  was  th^  caufe  of  the  man's 
death.  But  if  I,  without  the  leaft  compulfion  or  ner 
ceffity,  placed  the  man  on  the  fpot,  at  the  very  in- 
ftant  the  perfon  fet  fire  to  the  cannon,  it  greatly  al- 
ters the  cafe.  Who  would  not  then  fay,  I  both 
willed  and  was  the  caufe  of  the  man  being  fhot? 

It  is  probable  you  will  fay,  this  figure  is  not  appo- 
fite,  as  the  will  of  the  man  that  was  fhot  did  not  acr 
quiefce  in  thp  aflTair.  It  is  quite  in  point  for  the  thing. 
I  produced  it,  namely,  that  foreknowledge  is  not  the 
cauf^  of  an  event;  but  whatever  deficiency  may  be 
fuppofed  in  this  figure,  the  next  will,  I  think,  amply 
fupply. 

A  farmer  going  to  his  field,  takes  his  fon  with  him . 
(a  lad  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age)  which  field  is^ 
feparated  from  another  by  a  large  drain,  over  which 
is  laid  a  narrow  plank.     The  man  goes  away,  leav- 
ing the  lad  to  do  fome  fmall  matter  in  the  field  ;  at 
the  fame  time  ftrongly  cautioning  him  not  to  at-, 
tpmpt  tp  go  over  the  plank  to  pluck  any  thing  in  the 

other 
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otber  field,  for  if  he  does,  the -plank,  will' ^crtgiirily: 
break,  and  he  will  fall  into  the  water  and  be  drown- 
ed.    Now  the  father  certainly  knows,  that  the  boy 
will  not  refift  the  temptation  to  go  over,  in  order  to. 
get  fomething  which  is  in  that  fitld,  but  will;  try  to 
get  over  and  lofe  his  life  by  the  attempt. "  Now  iSy 
there  in  fuch  a  cafe,  in  all  the  world,  a  perfon  who 
would  not  blame  the  father,  for  being,  in  a  gr6at 
meafure,  the  caufe  of  his  fon's  death ;  and  that  he 
muft  for  fome  reafon  or  caufe,  or  to  anfwer  fome  end, 
will  the  death  of  his  Jon.     I  fabmit  the  above  to  your 
own  refledlions*— Once  more,  and  then  t  meao  to, 
draw  to  a  condufion. 

In  converlation  with  a  perfbn  on  this  fubjeift,  he 
obferved,  the  playing  of  children,  and  exercifing  of, 
their  limbs,  is  very  conducive  to  their  health  and 
lirength,  and  though  he  was  certain  that  fome  time 
or  other,  one  or.  more  of  his  children  would  have  a 
leg  or  an  arm  broken,  yet  he  thought  he  Ihould  not 
be  blameable  for  permitting  them  to  exercife  their- 
limbs  in  play.  I  thiok  the  fame,  yea,  that  he  might 
have  gone  much  further  ^  that  had  he  been  informed 
from  heaven,  that  before. his  children  arrived  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  fome  of  them  or*  more  would  be 
brought  home  dead  from  an  accident  in  playing,  he 
could  not  on  that  account  be.  blameworthy,  eithei' 
from  God  or  man.  But, ;/  he  was  informed  by  the 
feme  Divine  authority,  that,  if  on  fuch  a  particular 
day^  he  fuffered  his  children  to  go  into  fuch  a  field 

to 
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to  pta^rv  tliat  one  or  two  of  them  wouki  be  broagb^ 
borne  dead^  I  think  it  not  (fiffieuilt  to-  fay  what  k« 
would  do  in  fiicfa  a  cafe :  dotibde&  he  would  uSs 
fuch  nieans  as  w«rc  in  his  power  to  prevent  tfaetri 
going  into  tiie  field  that^iday ;  if  he  did  not,  every 
one  who  heard  of  it,  would  blame  him  for  being  in  st 
^reat  mc£a(ure>  the  cau(e  of  his  chiidren*s  death* 

Now  to  apply  the  above* 

The  Moft  High  planted  a  g^den  hi  Eden,  and 
put  the  man^  Adam,  into  it  to  drefa  it^  told  luiii  not 
to  eat  of  a  particular  tree  therein^  for  if  he  did  he 
would  certainly  die.  The  Lord  God  then  leaves  the 
man,  at  the  fame  time  mofl  infallibly  knows^  he  Witt 
not  rcfift  the  temptation,  but  will  eat  of  the  fruit, 
and  thereby  bring  death  on  himfedf  and  all  his  pofte^ 
rity.  To  fum  up  the  whole — if  you  can  make  it  ap- 
pear, liiat  the  perfon  who  placed  the  man  before  the 
Cannon  was  not  in  a  great  meafure  the  caufe  of  hia^ 
being  (hot — that  the  farmer  was  not,  in  a  great  dc- 
gree,  the  caufe  of  his  Ion  being  drown€d*--that  the 
gentleman  was  not  highly  culpable  in  filQesing'iiis 
children  to  go  to  the  field,  after  the  affiiranoewi»: 
given  him  that  one  or  more  of  them  would  bekiiled' 
by  an  accident,  then^  and  not  before,  will  yoa  be 
able  to  prore,  that  God  was  not  in  a  confidersble 
degree,  the  occafion  of  Adam's  eating  the  forbidden 
fiuit. 

For  my  own  piirt,  I  cannot  fee  which  way  yoa 
can  vindicate  the  Divine  charadler  and  coAdoA  in 

this 
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this  affair,  without  allowing  the  Divine  Being,  did 
not  only  certainly  foreknow,  but  that  he  abfokitely 
willed,  intended  and  defigned  to  fufFer  him  to  eat  of 
that  fruit,  to  anfwer  an  end  worthy  of  God ;  and 
that  he  will,  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  fulnefs  of  the 
times,  /o  gather  togetJier  all  in  one,  that  is  in  Chrift, 
that  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  holinefs  and  happinefs  ihall  be 
enjoyed  by  all  fallen,  lapfed  intelligences,  as  fhall  in- 
finitely compenfate,  overbalance,  and  outweigh  all 
they  may  have  fufFered  in  confequence  of  Adam's, 
or  their  own  perfonal  fins.    If  that  be  allowed,  I 
ftiall  perhaps  have  no  material  objection  to  the  idea> 
that  God  did,  before  all  time,  certainly  and  infallibly 
forefee  all  the  thoughts  and  adUons  which  his  intelli- 
gent creatures  would  think  and  do.    If  not,  then  I 
cannot  fee  which  way  this  abfolutely  eternal  fore- 
knowledge of  Grod,  can  comport  either  with  the  ef^ 
fential  perfedions  of  the  Deity,  Reafon,  or  Scripture, 
it  being,  in  my  opinion,  in  that  cafe,  a  reproach  to 
the  jffy?,  abhorrent  to  the  fecond^  and  witliout  any 
foundation  in  the  Jaft. 

If  I  am  under  any  errors  in  the  above,  fhall  be 
happy  to  have  them  re<5lified. 

May  the  Lord  give  us  underftanding  in  all  things. 

Your  fincere  Friend,  &c. 

W.  F. 

fFt/hech,  July  15^  1797* 

ESSAY 
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ESSAy  ON  2  SAMUEL,  chap.  xxii.  26— 2»^ 

DEAR  SIR, 

If  the  following  remarks  iliould  be  efleemed  wortbji^ 
.of  infer tion  in  your  Mifcellany,  they  are  at  yoizr 
fervice.     I  have  often  thought  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  one  who  profeflcs  the  do6lrine  of  God^s 
Univerfal  Love  to  Men,  to  do  as  much  as  lies  iri 
their  power  to  promulgate  it  amongft  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  be  always  ready  to  give  an  account 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  them'.     Imprefled  with  this 
idea,  I  now  come  forward  and  contribute  my  mite 
towards  this  great  work ;  and  as  the  dear  Saviour 
of  Mankind  did  not  defpife  the  poor  widow's  alms 
becaufe  it  was  Ymall,  I  hope  the  fame  indulgence 
will  be  fhewn  to  my  feeble  efforts. 
I  remain,  Dear  Sir, 
Your  afFe6lionate  brother  for  Chrift's  fake, 

Origen. 

Some  Remarks  on  2  Samuel,  Chap.  xxii.lQth,  Vlih 
'and  2Sth  Ferfes. 

''TXHTH  the  merciful  thou  wilt  fhew  thyfelf 
T  T  merciful,  and  with  the  upright  thou  wilt 
fhew  thyfelf  upright.  With  the  pure  thou  wilt  (hew 
thyfelf  pure,  and  with  the  froward  thou  wilt  fhew 
thyfelf  unfavoury.  And  the  afflided  people  thou 
wilt  iave  :  but  thine  eyes  are  upon  the  haughty*  to 

bring 


bring  them  down."    Mercy  is  a  virtue  whieh  1^ 

man  can  only  be  exercifcd  during the.fhort  fp^ce^att 

lotted  to  the  prcfcnt  life  ;  beyond  the  grave  there  iff 

no  one  to  whom  he  may  (hew  it ;  and   th«  cA>je<St^ 

to  whom  it  is  flicwn  by  us  in  this  world,  arc  offender^ 

of  our  own  fpccics;  men  who  by  their  crimes  hav^ 

incurred  the  penalties  which  human  juftice  infli<5l^ 

ppon  tbofc  who  injure  their  fellow  creatures :  an4 

yet  the  Divine  Being  requires  us  to  bo  ui/erciful  uutq 

them.     Can  it  be  credible  therefore,  that  God  would 

require  thofe  whofe  mercy  all  put  together,  is  ir^ 

COfpparifon  of  his  own,  infinitely  Icfs  than,  a  dcw-drog 

conapared.  to  the  immenfc  waters  of  the  ocean  ;  cai^ 

be,  I  iay^  require  them  to  exert  mercy  towards  thei^ 

offending  brethren,  if  lie  be  determined  eternally  tq 

withhold  bis  own  ?  Credit  it  who  will^i  J^  ior  my  part> 

think  it  extremely  hard  to  fuppofe,  that  God  expec?^^ 

his  creatures  to  do  that  which  he  bimfclf  is  not  abli^ 

or  not  willing  to  do ;  God  mull  either  be  unwilling 

or  unable  to  exert  his  rpercy  in  favour  of  ^11  mankinds 

or  elfe  all  men  mud  finally  be  foved.     No  one,  I 

prefume,  will  pretend  to,  call  iq  quefiion  the  power 

^God  to  do  fo  if  he  pleafe ;  and  with  refpe(3:  to  hi% 

williiignefe  to  be  merciful.  Scripture  hath  put  it  be-n 

yond  a  poflibility  of  doubt,  that  he  defires  all  men  tq 

be  ff ved,  and  qome  to  the  knowledge  of  tb©  truth  :. 

the  natural  inferencQ  therefore  is,  tfcat  all  men  IhaU 

atlafi:  be  reftored  to  God,  for  he  will  perform  all  his 

good  plcafure,  and  his  counfe^.  fhall  ftand#     God  dej 

LI  firet 
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fires  us  to  love  our  enemies,  and  do  good  to  th< 
that  hate  us:  would  he  require  us  to  do  thefe things, 
unlefs  it  were  the  delight  of  his  nature  to  do  .tbe 
fame?  Or  can  the  diminutive  mercy  of  the  creature, 
be  gi-eater  than    the   unfathomable  fountain  from 
wftich  it  is  derived  ?  Does  a  cup  of  mineral  water 
poflefs  more  virtue  than  the  fpring  from  which  it  is 
taken?  Or  is  any  effe&  greater  than  its  caufe?  If 
any  one  can  prove  this,  then  may  he  prove  that  God 
hates  the  majority  of  his  creatures;  but  if  not,  then 
the  mercy  of  God,  to  be  finally  (hewn  to  all  his  crea- 
tures,  is  the  evident  confequence.     God  is  an  un- 
changeable being,  and  with  him  there  is  no  diftinction 
of  time,  but  all  is  one  eternal  now.     If  he  fhew  him-* 
felf  pure  to  thofe  who  are  pure  in  this  Kfe,  he  will  do 
the  fame  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  and  in  the  fame 
manner  will  he  a6l  toward  the  wicked :  every  man 
will  be  puniihed  or  rewarded  according  as  he  deferves : 
fome  (hall  be  beaten  with  few,  and  fome  with  matfy 
ftripes.     It  feem-s  to  me  that  the  difference  of  future 
punifhment  will  confift  in  the  longer  or  fliorter  du- 
ration of  it  to  every  one,  becaufe  the  expreflions  few 
and  many  do  not  point  out  the  feverity  of  the  punifli- 
ment,  but  the  length  of  it :  not  the  heavinefs  of  the 
ftripes,  but  the  number  of  them.     If  the  punifliment 
of  the  wicked  lafted  for  ever,  taking  the  word  in  an 
unlimited  fenfe,  there  would  be  no  proportion,  as  the 
greateft  finners  would  not  be  more  feverely  punifhed 
than  thof^  whofe  fins  were  left  atrocious  ;  and  thus 

the 
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the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth/Would  become 
unjufl;  but  take  away  this  idea,  and  everything  ap- 
pears confiftent  with  that  wifdom  which  did  at  firft 
create  all  things  very  good,  and  which  will  at  laft  re- 
ftore  all  the  parts  of  the  creation  to  their  primitive 
purity,     I  have  before  obferved,  that  there  is  an  un- 
changeablcnefs  in  the  nature  of  God,  fo  that  he  can- 
not but  be  actuated  by  the  fame  motives  ;  and  as.it 
is  declared  that  it  is  his  nature  to  faye  the  afflidled,  I 
will  not  go  to  fet  bounds  to  his  attributes,  nor  pre- 
icribe  limits  of  a<5lion  to  the  Almighty ;  he  mull  ne- 
ceflarily  continue  to  fave  the  afflifted,  as  long  as  there 
are  any  remaining ;  and  as  the  condemned  fpirits  are 
without  doubt  an  afHi6led  people  when  they  arc  un- 
der torment,  as  foon  as  they  repent,  and  turn  with 
penitent  hearts  to  the  Father  of  mercies  for  forgive- 
nefs,  he  who  openeth  the  door  of  mercy  to  every  one 
that  knocketh,  will  receive  them  again  into  favour,  as 
the  father  received  his  prodigal  fon ;  and  no  doubt 
but  the  angels,  unlefs  eternity  change  their  natures, 
will  rejoice  over  a  finner  that  repenteth,  even  though 
he  be  faved  from  amongft  the  torments  of  the  coming 
age.     It  is  evident  therefore,  from  various  parts  ot 
Scripture,  that  the  unchangeable   fyftem  of  God's 
condu6l  towards  the  fons  of  men  is,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  conditional:  thus  in  the  Qth  Chapter  of  the  2nd 
Book  of  Kings,  although  he  declares  to  Solomon, 
that  he  had  hallowed  the  temple  to  put  his  name 
there  for  ever,  and  alfo  that  he  would  eftablifh  his 
LI  2  throne 
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throne  upon  lirael  for  ever;  yet,  if  be  and  hh  pe€^>te 
(houM  turn  aix'ay  from  keeping  the  commandments 
ijf  God,iie  would  cut  o^ff  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  whioh 
he  h  id  given  them  for  an  everlafting  pofleffion,  arKi 
that  he  would  aift  the  houfe  out  of  fight,  of  which  he 
had  fpoken  that  he  would  hallow  it  to  put  his  name 
there  for  ever.     Ncverthelefs,  this  people,  although 
thefe  judgments  came  upon  them  in  a  flriking  man- 
ner, w*ere  reflored  again,  and  once  more  fell  away, 
and  they  will  again  be  reflored  more  glorious  thaa 
ever.     This  proves  that  God-  never  defifls  until  he 
bath  by  fome  means  or  other,  brought  his  creatures 
into  proper  fubmiffion  to  his  will.     Some  may  hwe 
anfwer,  that  he  doth  fo  during  his  life,  but  after  deaths 
configns  them  eternally  to  punifhment :  to  fuch  I 
reply,  that  this   is  making  the  inlttiutable  God   a 
changeable  being :  he  faith   he  doth  not  wilKngly 
grieve  nor  afflidl  the  children  of  men  :  now  men  are 
as  much  the  children  of  men  in  hell,  as  any  where 
clfe  ;  therefore  it  ncoefftrily  follows  that  he  doth  not 
willingly  grieve  them  there.     If  he  alter  his  mode  of 
conduct  at  any  period   whatever,  he  changes,  and 
therefore  is  no   longer  that  God,   with   whom    is 
no  variablcnefs,  neither  fhadow  of  turning ;  if  the 
fpring  be  bitter,  the  flream  which  flows  from  it  muft  ^ 
fe  hitter  too ;  fo,  if  the  Creator  bemlitable,  the  crea- 
tion muft  alfo  partake  of  his  mutability  :  and  yet  all 
this  is  contrary  to  experience ;  for  thefe  beautifiil 
works  of  bis'do  all  move  in  one  gmfid,  unchangeable 

and 


and  univerfal  fyftem  of  order  and  regularity ;  and 
though   the  principles  upon  which  they  depend  be 
various,  and  inexplicable  to  human  conception,  yet  it 
is  evident  that  mutability,  (as  far  as   relates  to  their 
primary  motions)  is- no  part  of  their  curious  con- 
llru<Slion.     Moreover,  as  God  hath  declared  that  he 
hath  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  a  (inner,  but  rather 
that  he  fhould  turn  from  his  wickednefs,  it  certainly 
depends  only  upon  the  finner's  willingnefs  to  fubmit 
to  the  will  of  God,  to  acquire  happinefs,  even  though 
he  were  to  cry  from  the  lowed  abyfs  of  the  burning 
lake.     Therefore,  as  both  devils  and  men  are  in- 
cluded in  the  appellation  of  finners,  and  as  God  is  in-  . 
variable  in  his.  fyllcm  of  conduct,  it  follows  that  they 
will  all  be  brought  to  fing  a  fong  of  praife  to  God 
and  the  Lamb  ;v  in  that  day,  when  having  made  all 
things  new,  and  delivered  all  his  creatures  from  the 
curfe,  and  brought  them  to  their  original  (late,  the 
throne  of  God  Ihall  be  encircled  by  the  innumerable 
multitude  of  univerfal  creatures,  whether  they  be 
now  in  heaven,  or  in  earth  ;  in  the  fea,  or  in  hell. 
Then  (hall  Jefus  deliver  up  the  mediatorial  kingdom 
to  God  the  Father,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all:  then 
fhall  be  brought  to  pafs  the  faying  that  is  written — 
"  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  vidlory  ;  O  death,  where 
is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vicStory  ?** 
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POETRY. 

ODE  TO  LIBERTY. 

HAIL,  Liberty,  endearing  name ! 
Fain  would  I  on  the  trump  of  fame 
Refound  thy  praifes  to  mank'md ; 
They  (hould  behold  thy  glories  bright. 
The  burning  fptendour  of  thy  light. 
Should  melt  the  darknefs  of  the  mind. 

Hail !  Liberty,  thy  name  I  love. 
And  o'er  thy  charms  with  rapture  rove ; 
Delighted  fee  each  varied  grace, 
That  fhines  majeftic  in  thy  face. 
I  mean  not  that  fi£titious  maid, 
With  braggart  voice  and  afpe<^  wild, 
Of  lawlefs  violence  the  child. 
Who  reftlefs  to  the  field  invites 
To  fight  for  feignM  uncertain  rights, 
Whilft  dire  confufion,  difcord,  pain. 
With  madnefs  head  the  fhouting  train^ 
But  thou,  O  Liberty  !  kind  friend  ! 
Bleffings  on  thy  fteps  attend : 
Bold  Order  marcheth  by  thy  fide, 
And  pours  from  Plenty's  horn  a  tide: 
Courage  attendant  on  thy  reign. 
Breaks  ev'ry  proud  opprefibr's  chain : 
Thy  laws  protc6k  fociety, 
And  ^ve  them  joy  and  harmony : 


Make 
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Make  men  delight  msi^nkind  to  bkfs, 
Whilft  fongs  of  gratitude  thy  praiiiecoiife& 

Great  Jofhua,  pious,  wife  ^nd  bold. 

The  faithful  fervant  of  the  Lord^ 
Did,  Liberty,  thy  laws  unfold, 

Whiift  Ifraers  tribes  attcntirc  heard. 
They  heard  delighted,  thy  commands. 

And  by  obedience  were  made  ftrong ; 
Their  well-compafted,  free-born  bands. 

Tuned  to  peace  or  war  their  fongs. 
In  virtue's  facred  path  they  trod. 

While  each  his  country's  glory  fought ; 
Beneath  the  flandard  of  their  God, 

They  not  for  pow*r,  but  fi^edom  fought. 
Hardy  to  plough,  to  trade,  or  fight. 

They  over  evVy  hardfliip  rofe ; 
Wifdom  andorder,  tempered  might, 

And  drove  before  them  all  their  foes. 
Triumphantly  their  banners  fly, 

Whiift  mighty  nations  own  their  fway. 
Spreading  their  glory  far  arid  nigh, 

Becaufe,  O  Liberty  !  they  thee  obey. 

How  awful  is  that  nation's  lot, 
By  whom  thy  precepts  are  forgot  I 
Who  againft  thy  laws  rebel. 
They  with  luft  of  power  fweU. 
Tinfel  pomp  of  empty  pride, 
Will  true  glory  from  them  hide : 
Soon  to  lawlefs  rights  they  run ; 
Soon  by  folly  they're  undone. 

fireak 
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Break  Naturo*f  Xbcialticv.  . 
Eacb  a&  iDafli^r  falu  would  rifq ; 
Each  would  break  a  tyrant's  chain, 
UncontrouPd  I^mfeif  to  reigow 
Soon  their  folly  TTuin  braves. 
Soon  they  make  a  nation  {b.ve$4 

Hail !  Liberty  ;  thy  name  I  love. 
And  o'er  thy  future  glories  rove. 

With  eye  prpplietic,  view,  mankind  ; 
Thy  bleflingsown,  thy  bwsohey, 
And  glad  confefs  thy  fov'reign  fway. 

Illuminates  the  darkcn'd  m'uiid« 
Numbcr'd  amongd  thy  friends,  I  fee 
Jefus,  the  Son  of  Man,  and  Deity; 
Saviour,  Reftorer,  King  o'er  all,  his  name 
The  fons  of  Freedom  (hall  aloud  proclaim* 
He,  mighty  cooqVor,  broke  th'  oppreflbr's  chain, 
And  bade  the  flaves  of  Gn  no  more  complain. 
Of  wrath  divine,  of  vengeance  juftly  due. 
But  pardon  fpake,  and  bade  them  life  renew ; 
And  in  thy  (Irength  march  6nward  to  that  (horei 
Where  fin  and  forrow  (hall  be  known  no  more. 
And  now,  e'en  now,  a  cleanfed  confcience  prove, 
Taught  by  experience  that  their  God  is  love : 
Free  from  their  fins,  from  pride  and  error  free. 
The  Sons  of  God  ;  the  Sons  of  Liberty*. 

I  fee  the  glorious  times  (brctold. 
By  Prophets  in  the  days  of  old. 

My  God  with  fwiftnefe  roll  it  on> 
When  Jefus  fliall  his  ftandard  ryar  ; 

And 
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And  nations  to  his  court  fhall  run. 
All  eager  wifdom^s  voice  to  hear* 

Yes,  Jcfus  (hall  ihe  crown  obtain. 

And  o*er  the  glad  creation  reign  ; 

Then  men  for  all  mankind  fhall  live^ 

And  good  alone  from  each  receive. 

Malice,  revenge,  afpiring  pride. 

Driven  from  earth,  in  hell  aWde  ; 

Whilft  Satan  in  th'  abyfs  confined. 

To  error  fhall  not  tempt  mankind. 

Sut  peace  flrew  plenty  all  around. 

And  clothe  with  verdure  ev'ry  ground ; 

Commerce,  with  Arts  fhall  fhout  his  name. 

Proud  Science  fhall  record  his  fame, 

Whilft  all  the  nations  blefs  their  king. 

And  when  their  grateful  praife  thcj/Mipgf 
This  fhall  the  joyful  chorus  be,        " 
Jefus  the  conq'ror  made j 


Higher,  flill  higher  raife  the  fong. 
And  let  creation  join. 

To  pour  the  bounding  notes  along. 
In  melody  divine. 

Jefus  has  broke  oppref&on*s  chains^ 

And  hell  deflroy'd  with  all  its  pains. 

To  Peace  her  captive  bofls  reffor*d. 

Hail  him  their  Saviour,  Prince,  and  Lord ; 

Devils  and  m^  his  bounty  prove. 

And  join  to  praife  his  fovVeign  love. 

They  join  to  own  liis  upright  fway^ 

His  laws  the^  love,  his  will  obey. 
Sound  mighty  Lord  the  trump  of  jubilee, 
And  ttfher  in  unending  liberty. 
VOL.  I.  .  Mm  Sin 
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Sin  {hall  now  be  known  no  more. 

Tears  ihali  no  ones  eyes  bcdew^ 
Sickncfs,  pain,  and  forrow's  o'er. 

All  creation's  made  anew. 
In  the  image  of  its  head. 

Free  from  felfiflinefs  and  pride, 
Love  with  peace  and  joy  (hall  lead, 

Man  to  pleafure's  flowing  tide. 
Free  from  wand'ring  they  fhall  bow, 

Glad  before  Jehovah's  throne. 
Then  proftrate  with  rev'rcnce  low, 

Jefus  their  Redeemer  own. 
From  fin  and  forrow  ever  free, 
Thy  fons,  oh  God  1  of  liberty.  T. 


THE  PROGRESS  OF  A  RURAL  MUSE. 

COLIN,  an  indigent  but  blithfomc  fwain. 
With  fongs  allay'd  his  labour  and  his  pain, 
Nor  <fouId  adverficy  his  bread  enthral, 
He  wifli'd  no  greatiiefs,  and  he  fcar'd  no  fall ; 
Tho'  doom'd  to  toil,  of  grateful  converfe  void. 
The  chearful  fwain  his  teeming  mufe  enjoy'd  5 
Oft  fhe  aflay'd  her  unexperienc'd  wing. 
And  long'd  to  tafte  the  Heliconian  fpring, 
And  court  th'  Aonion  Virgins  to  infpire 
Her  panting  bofom  with  celeflial  fire. 
The  fwain  thus  mov'd  delay'd  riot  to  implore. 
What  themes  engag'd  immortal  bard$  of  yore ; 
Of  MarQ*5  lays  he  view'd  the  facrcd  charms, 
Enraptur'd  with  his  tillage,  fwains,  and  arms: 
The  tow'ring  Grecian's  numbers  he  furvey'd, 

And 
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And  thought  thofe  ftrams  great  Phcebus*  felf  had  made. 

But  all  their  force  no  true  content  exprefs'd, 

SootliM  was  the  genius,  but  the  mind  not  blefs*d ; 

The  anxbus  foul,  for  nobler  ends  defign'd, 

For  fomething  languiflrd  of  a  happier  kind ; 

Slill  uninform'd,  flie,  as  opprefled  witli  grief. 

Still  vrifti'd  redrefs,  ftili  laboured  for  relief; 

Still  like  fome  love-lorn  virgin  wou*d  cortiplain, 

And  figh  for  abfent  hlifs,  but  figh'd  in  vain. 

Deluded  thus  by  fpecious  Greece  and  Rome, 

The  fwain  explor'd  a  pow'rful  mufe  at  home ; 

A  matchlefs  bard,  whofe  daring  numbers  tell, 

Of  wars  in  Heav*n,  how  rebel  angels  fell ; 

Whofe  genius  foarM  *midft  awful  realms  of  light, 

And  pierc'd  thro'  chaos  and  eternal  night ; 

For  whofe  ftupendous  foul's  pervading  eye. 

Nor  hell  appeared  too  deep,  nor  heav'n  too  high. 

Here  dwelt  the  fwain's  dilated  heart,  here  found 

His  mental  hopes  were  all  divinely  crown'd; 

The  mufe  difplay'd  unbounded  love  and  grace. 

And  all  that's  blifsful  to  a  finful  race, 

Sung  man's  redemption,  death 'and^helPscontroul, 

This  fpok^ eternal  tranfport  to  liis  foul, 

His  raptures-^nol  a  feraph's  tongue  could  tell. 

On  that  blefs'd  theme  he  could  fDr  ever  dwell ; 

Bicfs'd  theme  !  which  bade  him  hope  for  endlefs  ftate, 

'Mongft  all  that's  glorious,  all  that's  good  and  great ; 

Arm'd  and  fuftain'd  with  promifes  fo  dear, 

He  wonder'd  what  could  make  believers  fear  ! 

Hope  fweeten'd  every  labour  to  his  thought. 

And  joy  and  peace  embrac'd  him  as  he  wrought; 

With  fongs  it  taught  him  to  beguile  the  day. 

And  charm 'd  the  anxious  cares  of  life  away ; 

Danger 
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Danger  and  toil  it  taught  his  foul  to  brave. 

And  liv'd  triumphant  while  he  (eem'd  a  flave; 

With  foul  unfliaken  fortune's  fmiles  forego. 

Nor  envy  thofe  who  Iharc  the  world  below. 

Learn  hence,  tho'  themes  of  pleafure  footh  the  breaft, 

'Tis  facred  hope  alone  can  make  us  bled ; 

That  fons  of  woe  have  ftill  their  fweet  refource. 

And  faith  and  duty  give  our  joy  their  force; 

Rejefting  thefe,  we  evVy  hope  deftroy^ 

Nor  affluence,  tafte,  nor  mental  gifts  enjoy. 

But  ever  feif-condemn'd  and  haplefs  live, 

'Midft  all  the  joys  a  fplendid  world  can  give. 

For  tho'  our  grandeur,  wealth,  and  pow*r  increafcy 

The  Chriftian  only  feels  the  charms  of  peace. 
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NATURAL    HISTORY. 

[^Continued  from  Page  304*] 

PROCEED  we  now  with  the  account  which, 
Mofes  gives  of  the  Creation.      "  And  God 
made  the  firmament ;  and  divided  the  waters  which 
were  under  the  firmament,  from  the  waters  which 
were  above  the  firmament.**      This  defcription  of 
things  is  intended  to  fhew  where  the  waters  divided f, 
and  to  mark  the  place  of  the  dividing  airs.     The  ex* 
fanfey  ox  firmament y  a6led  from  above  and  from  below y 
and  by  forming  the  cruft  of  the  earth  in  the  miclft  of 
the  waters,  feparated  the  waters  from   the  waters ; 
which,  thus  feparated,  were  then  in  two  diftindt  orbs, 
one  covering  the  outward  furface  of  the' earth,  and 
the  other  in  the  cavity  of  the  earth,  not  being  at  the 
center,  but  laying  clofe  to  the  imvard  furface  o{  the 
earth.     That  there  was  really  a  body  of  expanding 
air  at  the  center  of  the  earth  is  evident ;  becaufe  it 
is  faid  the  earth  was  formed  void  or  hpUow  \  that  is^ 
Vox.  I.  N  n  having 
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having  nothing  but  air  in  it ;  and  the  text  under 
confideration  mentions  two  firmaments  or  expanfes, 
and  the  operation  of  each  was  upon  or  in  ifie  earth. 
Nobody  doubts  bat  that  one  expanje  a6led  on  the 
outward  furface,.  but  had  there  not  been  anexpanfion^ 
from  within  as  well  as  from  without,  there  could  have 
been  no  feparation  of  waters  from  the  waters  ;  or  the 
(hell  of  the  earth  could  not  have  httn  formed  between 
the  waters  ;  for  had  the  outward  expanfe  a6led  only, 
it  would  have  driven  the  folid  parts  of  the  terraque- 
ous mafs  quite  down  to  the  center,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  it  now  precipitates  mud  or  any  earthy  folid 
fufcftances  through  the  waters  of  the  fea ;  and  in.  this 
(5afe,  the  earth  would  have  been  farmed  as  a  folid 
ball  at  the  center,  and  all:  the  wiater  would  have  laid 
over  it  in  one  united  mafs :  but  there  was  a  fepara- 
tion of  waters  from  the  waters,  by  the  intervening 
fhelj  of  the  earth,  formed  by  the  expanfive  power  of 
the  air :  and  therefore,  there  was  an  inward  cxpan- 
IJon  as  well  as  an  outward  one.  The  inward  orb  of 
waters  is  called  by  Mofes,  the  waters  alcove  the  fir- 
mament, which  is  a  very  proper  mode  of  expreffing 
their  fituation,  as  they  adtually  lay  above  the  ex- 
panfe, or  firmament,  which  was  at  the  center  of  the 
earth.  Thofe  who  afe  acquainted  with  the  power  of 
air  will  not  feel  a  difficulty  in  admitting,  that  the 
inward  expanfe  was  capable  of  fupporting  a  globe  of 
water  above  it,  and  of  keeping  it  clofe  to  the  inward 
furface  *bf  the  earth;  for  if  a  difficulty  be  ftarted 

with 
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'^th  refpeA  to  tliis,  by  way  of  anfwer,  it  may  be 
alkecl,  What  keeps  the  fea  at  prefent  from  fallin^^ 
down  through  the  clouds  ?  efpecially  at  our  anti- 
podes, to  (]>eak  as  the  vulgar  would  moil  naturally 
think.  Is  not  this  efFe6led  by  the  compreflure  of  the 
firmament,  that  is,  the  air  adding  on  the  outward 
furface  of  it  ?  Surely  the  fame  powerful  agent  might 
a^  well  keep  waters  above  it  as  under  it.  There  is 
no  fuch  thing  as  innate  gravity,  or  natural  tendency 
of  bodies  to  centers.  AH  matter,  as  Our  modem 
philofophers  allow,  is  dead^  inert,  inafiive,  quite  in- 
different to  every  kind  of  motion,  and  therefore  can- 
not poifibly  move  unlefs  impelled ;  and  which  way 
Ibevcr  it  is  impelled,  cither  upwards,  or  downwards, 
or  fidewftys,  thither  it  muft  move.  Sir  Ifaac  New* 
ton,  in  feveral  parts  of  his  writings,  fpeaks  of  gravity 
as  being  no  more  than  an  impulfe,  and  attributes  the 
eaufe  of  it  to  an  etherial  medium,  or  fubtle  fluid; 
whatever  way,  therefore,  fuch .  a  fluid  impels,  that 
way-muft  motion  be.  And  with  regard  to  up  and 
down,  abo\'e  and  below,  every  child  in  philofophy 
knows  that  they  are  only  relative  terms,  refpefling 
our  fituation  on  the  earth.  No  fuch  difference  can 
properly  be  applied  to  the  inanimate  agents,  which 
muft  of  courle  a6l  uniformly  the  fame,  up  or  down, 
juft  as  they  are  placed,  and  have  room  to  exert  their 
power.  At  the  creation  ^hey  wwe  differently  fittt- 
ated  from  Avhat  they  are  now,  there  being  a  body  of 
expanding  air  at  the  centre,  as  well  as  a(  the  circum- 

N  n  a  ferenca 
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fcrence  of  the  earth,  fo  each  produced  the  iame  effeA 
on  the  fide  it  a6led  againft^  i.  e.  feparated  and  fiip- 
ported  an  orb  of  water. 

The  earth  being  thus  totally  covered  with  water^ 
the  next  ftep  would  be  to  free  its  furface  of  this 
fluid,  and  permit  the  dry  land  to  appear.     Hence, 
God  faid.  Let  the  waters  under  the  heaven  be  ga- 
thered unto  one  place  (or  be  united)  and  let  the 
dry  land  appear.     The  waters  were  before  in  two 
places  ;  one  orb  of  them  covering  the  outward  fiir- 
face  of  the  earth,  the  other,  its  inward  furface.     The 
former  of  thefe  mull  be  gathered  to  the  latt^.    The 
manner  how  this  was  performed  by  the  agents  then 
in  coipmiflion    may  eafily  be  conceived.     As  the 
matter  of  the  heavens  would  be  more  and  more 
melted  down  by  the  intenfe  fire  at  the  focus  of  the 
primaeval  light,  fo  would  the  ftrength  of  the  expan- 
fion  be  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  (^ 
matter  melted,  and  the  degree  of  a^taticm;  and 
how  great  its  force  mufi:  have  been  on  this  the  third 
day  of  creation,  may  be  partly  gathered  fix)m  the 
extent  of  its  fphere,  on  the  fourth,  which  reached 
by  that  time  the  other  orbs,  and  even  the  fixed 
ftars,  as  is  evident  fi-om  ver.  17.  The  light  and  fpi- 
rit,  /.  e>  air  in  motion,  having  fuch  an  immenfo  (phere 
of  adHon,  and  aAing  very  powerfully  near  the  earth, 
(as  is  certain  from  theVquick  growth  of  vegetables, 
&c.   on  the  third  and    fourth   days)   woirid  prefs 
Wrongly  on  the  outward  furface  of  it ;  and  hj  the 

continual 
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contitiiial  and  nfew  admiffion  of  light  through  the 
flidl  to  the  central  air,  the  inward  expanfion  would 
b©  vaftly  heightened  and  increafed,  and  by  this 
means  would  be  made  to  adt  more  forcibly  againft 
the  inward  or  concave  furface  of  the  earth.  This 
force  continuing  to  a<ft  with  increafed  vigour,  would 
Ibon  crack,  cleave,  and  break  the  fhell  of  the  earth  in 
many  places,  and  fo  make  room  for  the  waters  that 
covered  the  outer  furface  to  defcend,  or  be  prefled 
down  through  thefe  chafms  as  the  inward  air  rufhed 
out ;  thus,  the  waters  under  the  heaven  were  ga- 
thered together,  or  united  with  the  waters  that  were 
under  the  earth,  which  was  the  place  appointed  for 
them.  Job  xxxviii.  10.  Thus  congregated  together 
they  formed  the  great  abyfs,  or  deep  beneath  the 
earth,  and  the  dry  land  appeared,  and  God  called 
this  vail  colle<3ion  of  the  waters  feas^  and  the  dry 
land  he  called  earth.  Thus  was  the  divine  command 
effe(Sled.  David,  who  was  a  fcriptural  philofopher, 
beautifully  celebrates  this  work,  Pfal.  104  and  5 — p. 
"  Thou  laidft  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  that  it 
ihould  not  be  removed  for  ever.  Thou  coveredft  it 
with  the  deep  as  with  a  garment :  the  waters  flood 
above  the  mountains.  At  thy  rebuke  they  fled  :  at  • 
the  voice  of  thy  thunder  they  haftened  away  :  they 
go  up  by  the  mountains ;  they  go  down  by  the  val-r 
leys  unto  the  place  which  thou  haft  founded  for  ' 
them.  Thou  haft  fet  a  bound  that  they  may  not 
paft  over;  that  they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  ■ 

N  n  3  earth." 
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earth."  Thefe  words  of  David  alfo  refer  to  the  cof- 
le6ling  of  tl^e  waters  together  again  after  the  flood  5 
for  it  was  by  the  operation  of  the  fame  agents^  the 
light  and  air,  that  the  flood  was  both  caufed  and 
removed,  after  it  had  deftroyed  the  wicked  inhabi-.- 
tants  of  the  old  world. 

In  this  firft  formation  of  the  earth  we  have  reafbn 
to  fuppofe  that  the  ftrata  of  it  lay  in  a  very  regular 
manner ;  for  the  prefllire  of  the  fpirit,  or  air  in  mo- 
tion, apd  the  penetration  of  the  light,  niuft  necef- 
farily  fo  difpofe  it.  The  parts  in  which  the  flrata  of 
it  were  difordered  could  be  only  thofc  where  the  fif- 
4iires  and  chafms  were  made  by  the  expanfion.of  the 
inward  air.  1  hefe  b^ing  kept  open,  formed  pools, 
lakes,  and  feas,  making  ^n  agreeable  diveriity  of  land 
and  water,  for  the  benefit  of  its  future  inhabitants. 

Thus  we  have  feen  the  account  which  Mo^ 
gives  of  the  formation  of  our  globe.  And  we  will 
now  appeal  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind  for  the 
degree  of  credit  which  is  due  to  him  as  a  philofo- 
pher.  Dpes  he  amufe  us  with  fables  like  Burnet  and 
Whifton  ?  Does  he  dream  like  BufFon  ?  Qr  does  he, 
like  many  of  our  modern  pretended  philofophers,  ex- 
clude Deity  from  the  world  by  afcribing  every  thing 
to  Nature  ?  No.  He  comes  forv^'ard,  like  a  true 
philofopher,  imprefl[ed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  power  andi 
wifdom  of  God  ;  he  fays,  there  was  a  beginning ;  and 
that  God  firfl  created  the  atoms  out  of  which  the  , 
Ji^Y^as,  u  ^n  airs,  and  the  earth,  wtie  afterwards 

formed, 
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ibrmed.  That  he  then  made  t^^'o  powerful  agents 
viz.  air  in  motion,  and  light ;  and  by  the  operation 
of  thefe  he  formed  the  earth,  and  -colledled  the  wa^ 
ters  into  the  great  deep.  All  that  he  fays  is  obn- 
^ftent  with  reafon,  honourable  to  God,  oud  agree- 
able to  every  expcriraent  which  modern  philofophers 
have  made  to  afcertain  the  nature  of  light  and  air. 

It  is  not  ncceflary  that  we  Ihould  follow  him 
through  the  whole  account  which  he  gives  of  the 
creation  of  plants,  herbs,  and  ttees  ;  .of  fifhes,  birds, 
and  beads ;  and  Uftly,  of  man  himfelf.  Suffice  it  to 
iay,  that  he  preferves  the  -fame  philofophical  wifdom 
in  all,  .by  afcribing  the  produ6lion  of  all  to  Divine 
power.  Concerning  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars,  he 
only  fays,  that  God  made  them  in  the  expanfion  of 
the  heavens ;  and  that  their  ufe,  to  us,  is  to  give 
light  on  the  earth,  and  to  rule  the  times  and  the 
,ieafons*  But  having  given  us  a  more  particular  ac^ 
count  of  the  formation  of  the  earth,  he  leaves  us  to 
infer  the  manner  of  the  formation  of  tl?c  other 
gtobesi. 

'The  earth  in  its  prefent  condition  muft  be  greatly 
different  from  what  it  was  in  its  primaeval  ftate*— 
We  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  there  are  no  appearr 
anoes  in  our  globe,  either  on  its  fiirfacc  or  in  its 
bowels,  fo  far  as  h^man  induflry  or  avarice  has  ex-" 
plored  them,  but  what  may  well  be  accounted  for, 
by  admitting  the  Mofaic  relation  of  the  Deluge. 
We  wiU  go  farther^  and  fay,  that  the  prefent  appear- 

N  n  4  ^ncci 
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anccs  of  the  earth  eannot  be  accounted  for  but  bjr 
admitting  it,  maugre  all  the  fancies  and  conje6tiire» 
of  all  the  philofophers  in  the  world. 

In  accounting  for  the  deluge,  Whifton,  who  ad- 
mitted the  facSl,  but  did  not  know  the  caufe,  had  re- 
courfe  to  a  comet,  which  he  fuppofed  vifited  our  at- 
mofphere,  and  impregnated  it  with  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  vapours  which  fell  upon  the  earth  in 
rain.  He  could  not  find  water  enough  without  it. 
Others,  as  the  Bifhop  of  Clogher,  fuppofe  the  deluge 
to  have  been  only  partial.  Their  reafon  alfo  was, 
that  they  could  not  find  Water  enough  to  make  it 
urriverfal.  But  Mofes  fays,  that  "  All  the  high  hills, 
that  were  under  the  whole  heaven,  werp  covered. 
Fifteen  cubits  (twenty-two  feet  and  a  half)  upward 
did  the  waters  prevail,  and  the  mountains  were  co- 
vered." If  all  the  mountains  were  covered  under  the 
whole  heaven,  then  certainly  the  plains  were.  And 
to  give  a  flill  more  forcible  idea  of  the  univerfality  of 
the  flood,  its  efFedls  arc  defcribed :  **  And  all  flcfli 
died  that  moved  upon  the  earth,  both  of  fowl,  and 
of  cattle,  and  of  beaft,  and  of  every  creeping  thing 
that  crcepeth  upon  the  earth,  and  every  man.  All 
in  whofe  noftrils  was  the  breath  of  life,  of  all  that  was 
in  the  dryland,  died.  And  Noah  only  remained  alive, 
and  they  that  were  with  him  in  the  ark."  Notwith- 
flanding  this  plain  and  decifive  account  of  tiie  matter, 
the  {a&  has  fiill  been  doubted ;  and  philofophy  has 
oppofed  its  authority  to  revelation.     Some  men  have 

calculated 
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calculated  the  altitude  of  the  bigheft  mount^ns^ 
now  on  the  earth ;  and  have  aflerted  there  is  not 
water  enough  in  the  ab)rfs  to  overflow  the  globe  to 
their  tops ;  but  if  they  had  attended"  to  the  means 
by  which  the  flood  was  caufed,  as  defcribed  by 
Mofes,  we  prefume  their  diflficulties  would  have  bcenf 
removed.  We  may  obfervc  alfo,  that  by  calculating 
the  height  of  mountains  TioWy  they  go  on  wrong 
data.  What  reafon  have  we  to  fuppofe  there  were 
mountains  in  the  primaeval  earth  half  the  height  of 
the  jfndes,  or  even  of  the  jflps  f  It  is  evident  that- 
all  our  high  mountains  were  caufed  by  fome  dread- 
ful concuffion  of  nature ;  moft  of  them  probably  by 
the  deluge  itfelf;  v^itnds  the  confufion  in  which 
they  appear,  exhibiting  a  creation  in  ruins.  That 
there  were  fome  hills  and  mountains  to  diverfify  the- 
face  of  Nature  in  the  antidiluvian  world  is  clear,  as 
Mofes  mentions  them;  but  we  have  no  reafon  to 
think  them  equal,  either  in  number  or  height^  to  the 
prodigious  ones  now  on  earth. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  hiftory  of  the  deluge* 
About  fixteen  hundred  years  after  the  creation,  matt- 
kind  had  greatly  abui^  the  goodnefs  of  God.  It 
fcems  they  had  forgotten  him,  as  the  creator  and 
prcferver  of  all  things,  and  deified  the  creature. 
God  determined,  therefore,  to  dcftroy  them.  Mofet 
dcfcribes  this  deftru6lion  as  brought  on  by  inverting 
the  order  of  nature.  For  whereas  the  waters  which 
at  firft  covered  the  earthy  were  principalJy  confined 

to 
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to  the  great  deep,  and  tlie  air  encompaiied  the  eartb^ 
BOW  God  would  bring  the  waters  out  of  their  (lore- 
houfe,  and  they  (hould  cover  the  earth  again,  while 
the  air  fhould  take  their  place  in  the  great  abyfs. 

*^  And  behold  I,  even  I,  do  bring  a  flood  of  waters 
upon  the  earth  to  dcftroy  all  flefh.*^ 

No  fooner  therefore  had^  righteous  Noah  and  his 
femily  entered  the  ark,  but  we  are  told — "  The  lame 
day  all  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken 
up."     We  have  already  defcribed  the  great  deep, 
and  have  (hewn  that  the  orb  of  the  earth  furrounds 
it  as  a  (hell;  we  have  feen  that  this  ihcll  was  at  firft 
formed  whole  and  entire  by  the  expaniive  power  of 
the  air  or  firmament,  and  by  an  increafed  ilrength, 
or  redoubled  force  of  that  power,  was  cracked  and 
broken  in  various  places,  in  order  to  permit  the  air 
to  conic  out,  .and  the  water  which  covered  the  earth 
to  defcend-     We  have  alfo  feen  that  only  a  part  of 
the  water  in  the  great  deep,  was  fufficient  to  cover 
the  whole  earth  at  firft. 

The  force  of  the  natural  pcrpcjndicular  preiTure  of 
the  air  upon  the  earth,  is  known  to  be  very  great ; 
there  being  upwards  of  two  thoufand  pounds  weight 
of  it  on  every  fuperficial  fquare  foot:  and  its  lateral 
or  horizontal  prefTure,  as  in  cafe  of  high  winds  and 
tempefts,  will  rend  the  folid  rocks,  ahd  elevate  the 
waters  of  tiie  ocean  to  a  prodigious  height.  What 
iDight  not  this  powerful  agent  then  be  capable  of 
doing  under  the  diroftion  of  the  Creator.     The  con-r 

fequencft 
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ftquence  of  an  extraordinary  preflure  of  the  air  may 
be  judged  of  from  what  is  recorded  in  Exodus  xiv. 
!i  1 ,  22 ;  and  chap.  xv.  8.  "  Jehovah  fent  a  ftrong 
wind,  Rudh^  and  drove  back  the  waters  of  the  Red 
Sea,  and  caufed  the  floods  thereof  to  ftand  upright 
as  an  heap,  and  the  waters  were  a  wall  of  fire  to  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left, 
while  they  pafled  through."  Now  a  continuation  of 
fuch  a  force  as  this  upon  the  waters  of  the  fea,  and 
of  the  abyfs,  would  certainly  break  open  the  foun<- 
tains  of  the  great  deep,  and  raife  the  waters  above 
the  top  of  the  higheft  mountains.  To  this  probably 
relate  the  words  of  David,  Pfalm  xviii.  15.  ^^  Then 
the  fprings  of  water  were  feen,  and  the  fountains  of 
the  round  world  were  difcovered  at  thy  chiding,  O 
Lord,  at  the  blowing  of  the  breath  of  thy  difplea- 
fure.'*  The  effe^s  of  a  ftrong  and  violent  wind  are 
alfo  defcribcd,  1  Kings  xix.  11.  w^hcn  Elijah  bad  a 
grand  difplay  of  the  power  of  Jfehovah,  to  reprove 
bis  want  of  faith  in  fleeing  from  Jezebel:  *^  And  be- 
hold Jehovah  pafled  by,  and  a  great  and  ftrong  wind 
rent  the  mountains  and  brake  in  pieces  the  rocks  be* 
fore  Jehovah;  and  after  the  wind  an  earthquake.'* 
The  earthquake  was  a  confequence  of  this  violent 
agitation  of  the  air.  And  no  doubt  but  there  were 
earthquakes  at  the  difruption  of  the  fliell  of  the  earth 
*in  the  time  oS  the  dehige.  A  very  terrible  event 
nuift  this  have  been,  the  folid  cruft  of  the  earth  v^'dA 
brcJcen  up  ii)  many  places,  and  (hatta*ed  in  all  thti 

refti 
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reft;  all  the  inlets,  under-feas,  lakes,  &c»  were  mad^ 
fountains;  and  all  the  firata  which  formed  thdr 
lidcs^  and  the  fides  of  the  old  fprings^  thrown  upon 
the  furface;  fpouts  of  vapours  to  darken  the  fky,  and 
vaft  fpouts  of  water  rifing  like  fountains,  making  a. 
dreadful  noife;  rifing  in  the  fea,  and  running  to  the 
fea,^  and  the  fea  rifing  and  driving  the  people  and 
cattle  to  the  mountains,  and  from  the  mountains 
themfelves  overwhelming  torrents  of  water  rufliing 
down,  caufed  by  the  vaft  rains. 

(To  be  continued.) 

ARGUMENT  AGAINST  THE  DOCTRINE 
OF  UNIVERSAL  SALVATION. 

To  the  Editou 

SiK, 

Looking  over  the  Evangelical  Magazine  for  March, 
1  1794, 1  found  the  following  very  able  ftatement 
of  the  cafe  of  Judas  as  forming  an  argument 
.  ftgaiojfl  the  Univerfal  Dodlrine.  The  writer  ftilei 
himfelf  ImJah.  As  it  ftruck  me  with  {om^  force, 
I  have  tranfcribcd  it,  not  doubting  but  you  will 
have  candour  enough  to  put  it  into  your  Mifcetr 
lany;  by  which  conveyance  alfo  I  Ihall  expe<£t  an 
arjfwer  to  it.    .Yours,  &c. 

A  CONSTANT  READER- 

'*  nr^HE  DoArine  (i(  Univerfal  Salvation  implies, 

.  JL    that  all  who  by  the  righteous:  Judga.of  the 

World' may  be  doomed  to  hell,  wrll  be  finally  >deli- 

:  *    f  vcrcd 
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vcred  from  their  fafFerings,  and  made  eternally  happy. 
Now  if  it  can  be  proved  of  any  one  who  hath 
ever  exiftcd,  that  he  will  never  be  made  thus  happy, 
the  umrverfality  of  falvation  is  at  once  deftroyed.  Let 
the  reader  reccdledl,  asa  cafe  in  point,  what  our  Lord 
iaid  of  Judas,  Matt.  xxvi.  24.  *  It  had  been  good  for 
that  man  if  he  had  never  been  bom.' 

*^  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  the  difcourfe  of 
which  this  expreffion  is  a  part,  is  not  a  figurative  de- 
fcription  of  any  character  or  event,  but  a  plain  re- 
cital of  fa6ls.     Neither  is  the  expreffion  itfelf  a  mere 
proverbial  faying,  borrowed  from  common  ufage,  and 
applied  to  the  particular  cafe  of  Judas;  for  no  traces 
can  be  found  of  any  fuch  proverb  amongft  the  Jews. 
We  muft  therefore  conclude  that  the  paflage  ought 
to  be  underftood  according  to  the  plain  literal  import 
of  the  words  it  contains.     Thus  underftood  it  muft 
pcccflarily  refer  to  the  whole  exiftence,  both  here 
and  hereafter,  of  the  perfon  of  whom  Chrift  fpeaks. 
If  a  man  (hould  fpend  many  years  upon  earth,  and 
fpend  them  wholly  in  fufFering,  his  life  might  be 
called  a  miferable  life;  yet,  if  endlels  happinefs  were 
to  follow,  he  could  not  on  the  whole  be  pronounced 
a  miferable  character.     So,  on  the  contrafry,  if  a  man 
{hould  enjoy  upon  earth  many  years  of  uninterrupted 
happinefs,  yet,  if  endlefs  mifery  were  to  follow,  it 
would  demonftrate  that  his  exiftence  on  the  whole 
is  wretched.     Thefe  remarks  are  equally  applicable 
to  every  individual  of  the  human  race.    With  regard 

to 
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to  Judas  in  particular,  the  meafurc  of  his  mifery,  ac-» 
cording  to  our  Lord's  declaration,  muft  exceed  that 
of  his  happinefs.      If  he  had  neveJr  been  bom,  it 
is  true,    he  would  have  been   prevented  from  cn-^ 
joying    a  certain    degree    of   plcafure:     but  it  is 
equally  true  that  he  would  have  efcaped  a  larger  pro-* 
portion  of  pain;  fo  that,  on  the  whole,  the  balance 
would  have  been  in  his  favour.     But  if  it  were  polli- 
ble  for  him  to  be  finally  plucked  as  a  brand  from  the 
bjarning,  the  jrflertion  of  Chrift  would  be  found  un-^ 
true*     Let  us  fuppofe  him  to  fuffer  ten  thouiand 
millions  of  ages  in  hell,  and  that  every  moment  of 
pain  when  laid  in  the  balance,  would  he  found  equal 
to  the  enjoyment  of  ten  thOufand  milBons  of  ages 
fpent  in  the  blifsful  prefence  of -God;  yet,  if  that 
blifs  be  endlefs,  there  will  arrive  a  period  when  his 
happinefs  will  be  more  than  equal  to  all  his  fufFef- 
ings.     If  Judas  is  to  be  finally  received  into  Heaven^ 
and  there  to  remain  for  ever,  can  it  then  with  any 
propriety  be  faid  of  him,  That  it  had  been  good  for 
that  man  if  he  had  never  been  born  ?    Sorely  no* 
The   advocates   for  Univcrfal  Salvation  are  confe- 
quently  reduced  to  this  dilemma :  either  they  muft, 
on  the  one  hand,  fuppofe  that  the  everlafting  joys  of 
Heaven  are  fo  poor  and  mean,  that  they  cannot  com- 
penfatc  for  a  limited  flate  of  fufFering;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  admit  that  Judas  will  be  eternally  ex- 
cluded from  Heaven  with  all  its  enjoyments.     Therer 
is  no  arguing  fuccefsfully  againft  matter  of  fa6t.  The 

piaia 
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plain  illiterate  Chriftian  may  be  perplexed  by  the  fo* 
phiftical  methods  of  reafoning  ufed  in  defence  of  the 
do6trine  which  I  oppofc.  But  let  him  remember^ 
that  however  fpecious  and  plaufible  they  may  appear, 
they  muft  be  falfe,  becaufe  they  exprefsly  contradi6l 
the  teftimony  of  Chrift  in  the  cafe  of  Judas^  Many 
who  read  this  paper  may  perhaps  not  be  able  to  de- 
te6l  and  expofe  the  fallacy  of  fuch  pretended  reafon- 
ings;  but  they  may  be  fatislied  with  the  pcrfuafior> 
that'  the  Bible  can  never  contradict  itfelf.  And  I 
am  fore  that  if  they  are  earneftly  and  fincerely  fcet- 
rng  after  truth,  they  will  receive  the  teftimony  of 
Jefus  Chrift  in  preference  to  that  of  any  fallible  mor- 
tal whatCN^er.  May  they  and  all  who  profefs  to  re- 
ceive the  Gofpel,  daily^pray  for  true  fpiritual.  wuf- 
dom ;  that  while  they  adore  the  Son  of  God  ais  the 
righteous  Governor  of  the  Univerfe,  whofe  decifions 
are  all  founded  in  equity  and  truth,  they  may  alfo 
rejoice  in  him  as  the  Author  and  Finifher  of  their 
Salvation.'* 


IGNORANCE,  AND  ODD  THOUGHTS. 

A  PERSON  lately  called  on  me,  apparently  tp 
difpute  againft  the  Do6lrine  of  the  Reftora- 
tion.  He  feemed  an  ignorant  man ;  but  according 
to  his  x)wn  account  he  had  attended  the  Gofpel  at 
different  places  for  feveral  years,  and  having  heard 

of 


8A6  TRE  UNIVBKSALIST^S   MISCELLANY. 

of  the  Univerfal  Dodlrine,  he  thought  it  was  his  dutjr 
to  oppofe  it,  becaufe  it  was  a  damnable  hercfy.     In 
the  courfe  of  converfation,  I  faid  it  was  a  great  ab- 
furdity  to  fuppofe  that  fin  would  endlefsly  exift,  un- 
lets it  could  be  proved  than  it  bad  its  root  and  foun- 
dation  in  God ;  or  that  there  were  two  felf-exiftent 
and  independent  beings.     He  replied  that  there  were 
two  felf-exiftent  and  independent  beings,  namely^ 
God  and  the  devil.     I  thought  at  firil  that  he  was 
jefting;  but  he  ferioufly  affirmed  it  again,  and  add- 
ed, that  the  devil  was  omnipotent,  and  infinite,  and 
eternal,  and  that  the  Scripture  faid  fo.     I  afked  for 
his  proof.     He  paufcd,  and  faid  he  was  fure  the 
Scripture  faid    fo,  and  he  had  always  beKcved  it, 
and  he  thought  it  ftrangc  that  I  ftiould  doubt  it:  he 
even  intimated  that  it  was  in  vain  to  converfe  with 
me,  as  I  denied  the  Scripture.     In  vain  did  I  reafon, 
and  quote  Scripture.     I  could  not  move  him.^  -As  I 
laid  under  the  reproach  of  herefy  with  him  concern- 
ing the  Reftoration,  my  word  had  no  authority  with 
him,  not  even  againft  the  deity  of  the  devil.  I  advifed 
him  to  oonverfe  with  fome  Minifl:er  upon  the  fub- 
je6t,  and  call  upon  me  again,  but  I  have  not  feen 
him  fince.     However  I  can  but  think  that  this  man 
took  the  only  ground  upon  which  the  opinion  tof 
endlefs  mifery  can  be  maintained. 

The  oddity  of  this  man's  fentiment  has  brought  to 
my  mind  fcvcral  others  as  odd,  which  I  remember  to 
have  met  with.     I  was  once  converfing  with  a  man 

of 
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oi  good  natural  fenfe,  biit  who  was  very  igriorant  of 
religion.     As  I  was  pointing  out  the  way  of  Salva- 
tion by  faith  in  Chrift,  he  flopped  me,  and  faid,  there 
was  no  occaiion  for  all  this  noiie  about  faith,  and  the 
law,  and  the  prophets;  for  Jefus  Chrift  had  faid, 
**  Hang  the  law  and  the  Prophets."     I  replied  that  I 
"was  acquainted  with  no  fuch  faying  of  our  Lord. 
He  told  me,  then  I  was  very  ignorant  of  the  Scrip- 
ture, for  Chrift  faid,  "  If  we  did  our  duty,  the  law 
and  the  Prophets  might  be  hanged."     I  found  that 
he  referred  to  thefe  words:  "  Thou  (halt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  foul, 
and  with  all  thy  ftrength,  and  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
felf.     Oo  thefe  two  commandments  hang  (depend) 
the  laW  and  the  Prophets."  -  I  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain the  paflage  to  him;  but  he  ierioufly  aflured  me 
that  he  had  always  underftood  it  in  the  fenfe  above- 
mentioned;  and  as  I  was  younger  than  himfelf,  he 
would  not  be  taught  by  me. 

I  remember  when  I  was  a  boy  that  I  once  heard 
four  women  talking  together  about  religion,  three 
of  whom  were  mothers  of  families.  Among  other 
fubjedls,  they  converfed  about  the  fourth  command- 
ment. One  of  them  faid  (he  could  not  think  what 
it  meant,  by  all  things  being  made  in  a  niifi.  "  Made 
in  a  »2j/2,"  fays  another,  "  what  do  you  mean  ?".  "  O 
fays  a  third,  *'  I'll  tell  you ;  c6me  hither  Sal,  and  fay 
the  fourth  commandment."  Sal  came  and  repeated 
it;  butinftead  of  fiiyJog,  *^  The  Lord  made  heaven 
Vol,  I.  O  o  and 
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and  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  all  that  in  them  is^^  (h« 
faid,  ''  The  fea  and  all  and  in  the  mi/tr  ''  There,'* 
fays  her  mother,  **  you  fee  it  is  a  mift''  "  Aye,  true^ 
lb  it  is/*  fays  the  other,  "  and  no  doubt  but  God 
Almighty  made  every  thing  in  a  wift  at  firft/'  To 
this  very  abfutd  interpretation  they  all  agreed.  AH 
thefe  wcwnen  had  always  been  ufed  to  read  the  Scrips 
tures,  and  go  to  church  very  fleadily,  notwitbftand- 
ing  their  ignorance. 

I  recollect  another  fentiment  which  for  ignorance 
and  wickednefs  is  very  remarkable.  An  elda^y  wo- 
rh^n,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  Soriptures 
frequently,  was  converfing  with  foroe  of  her  female 
heighbours  about  going  to  Heaven ;  and  they  inti- 
mated that  they  thought  it  a  difficult  matter  to  get 
there.  Sfce  replied,  If  they  were  acquainted  with 
the  Scriptures  th^y  would  foon  know  better,  for  no 
woman  who  had  6ver  borne  a  child  could  be  lofl; 
becaufe  St.  Paul  faid,  fVonun  Jhcndd  befaved  in  child^ 
tearing. 

It  is  fevident  that  (he  referred  to  1  Tim.  ii.  15r. 
but  fo  perverfe  a  fenfe  of  it,  I  hope  is  not  often  to  be 
met  with. 

Another  woman  who  had  been  under  a  profefiioo 
of  religion  fome  years,  and  was  a  member  of  a  eiiucch^ 
Vas  fo  unacquainted  with  the  Scripture^  as  to  fay, 
there  was  no  text  in  the  Bible  whidi  faid  Chrift  died 
for  all.  I  repeated  Heb.  ii.  g.  "  That  he  by  the 
grace  of  God  fhould  Ufle  death  for  evjery  man*?'  She 

feid. 
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iaid>   I  had  made  the  words  myfelf,  for  (he  had  never 
heard  of  them  before.     I  took  her  Bible  and  (hewed 
her  the  text.     She  was  much  furprifed,  and  declare^l 
fhe  had  never  heard  it,     I  (hewed  her  foyeral  mpr9 
of  a  fimilar  kind ;  (he  confc(ied  they  were  new  to 
her.     I  converfed  with  her  concerning  the  univerfa-^ 
lity  of  the  death  of  Chrift.     She  faid  her  paftor  had 
always  preached  that  Chrid  died  only  for  his  elecft, 
ar\d  bad  quoted  many  Scriptures  to  prove  it.    I  a(ked 
her  to  bring  roe  one  that  faid  Chrift  died  for  his  ele<9: 
only.     She  paufed,  and  (aid  no  doubt  but  there  wera 
many,  but  fhe  could  not  recoiled;  them.     I  told  her 
there  were  none,  and  it  was  impoflible  there  fhould 
be  any,  for  as  the  Scripture  faid  Chrift  died  for  all 
and  for  every  man,  it  could  not  fay  be  di^d  for  his 
eleA  only,  without  contradi6ling  itfelf.     She  faid  it 
was  (Irange;  but  (he  would  alk  her  paftor  about  it» 
I  advifed  her  fo  to  do,  and  to  infift  upon  his  fhewing 
her  a  text  where  it  faid  Chrift  died  for  his  eledl  only. 
She  did  fo,  and  when  I  faw  her  again  (he  told  mo 
her  paftor  had  talked  a  great  deal  to  prove  the  parti- 
ality of  the  death  of  Chrift ;  but  could  not  bring  a 
^   Scripture  to  prove  it.      She  afterwards   became  a 
Univerfalifl,  and  lived  happily,  and  died  honourably 
in  Chrift. 

I  will  add  to  the(e  another  inftance.     I  knew  a 

pro(ane  man,  a  Farrier  by  trade,,  that  was  reproach-^ 

ing  his  daughter  for  her  profeffing  thcj  Gofpel;  the 

girl  pleaded  her  right  of  confcience  to  judg(^  fw^her- 

O  o  2  felf : 
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fclf :  this  brought  on  fomc  converfation  about  the 
acceptance  of  a  finner  with  God.  The  girl  afked 
him  how  he  thought  to  be  faved,  feeing  that  he  tnuik 
know  he  was  a  great  (inner.  He  paufed,  and  then 
frid,  he  had  done  a  great  many  remarkable  cures  ta 
horfes  and  bullocks,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  Grod 
Almighty  would  fave  him  on  that  account. 

Strange  a?  the  above  accounts  may  appear,  they 
are  true:  they  fell  under  my  own  notice,  except  the 
laft,  which  I  had  credible  teftimony  of,  and  well 
knew  the  perfons.  If  there  is  fo-  much  ignorance 
among  perfons  in  our  own  country,  it  would  be  well 
iffome  ferious  Chriftians  would  think  of  a  miilion 
among  the  thoughtlefs  and  ignorant  at  home.  I  do 
not  mean  to  cenfure  the  conduA  of  thofe  good  men 
who  encourage  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel  to  the 

'  heathen;  but  it  is  a  pity  that  the  heathen  in  our 
own  neighbourhood  (hould  be  negledled.  My  heart 
yearns  with  compaffion  over  the  ignorance  and  wick- 
cdnefs  of  thoufands  in  this  illand. 

W.  VIDLER. 

j4  Converfation  between  a  Countryman  and  his  Friend^ 
in  confequence  of  feeing  Parliament-Court  Chapel  in 
Mourning. 

Samuel  TJROTHER  JAMES,  what  means  this 
Jl3  black  ?    Your  chspci  feems  in  mourn- 
ing  for  the,  dead ! 

James. 
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James. — You  judge  right,  brother  Samuel ;  our 
friend  and  well-beloved  pallor,  Elhanan  Winchefter 
is  dead — I  mean  his  body,  not  his  foul ;  for  that  is 
gone  to  prove  God's  never-failing  love  to  loft  man- 
kind, through  Jefus  Chrift,  which  he  fo  affeftionately, 
io  ardently,  and  fo  fcripturally  taught. 

Sanmd. — Let  me  recoUedt : — 15  not  this  |be  m^if 
that  wrote  fo  much  and  preached  fo  mucl)  abou^ 
God's  finally  reftoring  all  lapfed  intelligences  to 
holinefs  and  happinefs,  through  the  merits  of  Jefus 
Chrift?  , 

James. — ^Brother  Sam^el,  this  is  the  very  man  :  I 
wi(h  you  would  read  his  writings,  and  compare  them 
with  Scripture,  and  then  you  could  judge  for  your- 
fdf. 

SamueL-rA  have  read  ibme  of  Mr.  Winchefter's 
writings,  and  have  compared  them  with  Scripture, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  he  is  right ;  for  we  read 
that  God  is  love ;  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over 
all  his  works,  and  that  Chrift  tafted  death  for  every 
man ;  and  that  God  will  have  all  mqp  to  be  faved^^ 
and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  tmth  ;  anfj  if 
he  will,  I  alk,  brother  James,  who  can  hinder  him  ? 
I  never  knew  the  man,  but  I  have  thought  that  hp 
muft  be  a  very  good  man  ;  or  at  leaft,  like  the  Scrip- 
tures, he  makes  out  God  to  be  a  very  good  God, 
and  one  methinks  that  every  body  muft  love,  an4 
ftrive  to  ferve,  that  believes  this  of  him  ;  and  for  all 
'^is,  I  have  heard  people  fpeak  pgainft  Winchefter } 
O  o  3  but 
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but  it  was  fome  of  the  great  and  rich  folks  belonging 
to  our  meeting,  fuch  as  do  not  love  every  body  ;  ib 
they  would  have  God  to  be  like  then),  only  love  a 
few  : — in  fhort,  if  you  was  to  judge  of  their  conduct, 
you  would  think  they  loved  nobody  but  themfelves  ; 
and  for  all  this,  they  think  themfelves  better  than  any 
body  elfe.  For  my  part,  I  tiever  had  much  learn- 
ing ;  but  I  know  I  love  every  one,  becaufe  I  am 
pleafcd  to  hear  of  any,  and  of  every  one  being  deli- 
vered from  diftrefs ;  and  I  would  deliver  them  if  1 
could.  I  am  alw.ays  ferry  when  I  hear  of  any  being 
In  pain,  unlcfs  I  'know  that  their  pain  in  the  end 
will  be  for  theit-  good  :  I  atn  fure  God  mufl:  love  all, 
becaufe  he  has  told  me  to  do  fo.  Pray  give  me  a 
Ihort  account  of  this  man's  life  and  coverfation  ;  for 
if  thefe  be  like  his  creed,  I  Ihnll  like  him  better  on 
aJcoutit  of  thefe  people  fpdAking  againft  him ;  for 
Our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefulsl  Chrift  was  fpokc  againft, 
anvl  yet  they  had  no  real  evil  to  fay  of  him. 

James. — Brother  Samuel,  all  who  knew  him  in  his 
life-time  had  Tcafon  to  believe  that  he  followed  his 
Lord  and  Mailer,  Jefus  Chrift,  and  Walked  as  he 
walked,  as  near  as  we  can  compare  earthly  things 
with  heavenly,  or  as  near  as  we  can  compare  one 
that  finned  with  one  that  never  did  fin.  He  wrte 
meek,  merciful,  and  benevolent ;  and,  like  Jefus, 
went  about  doing  good. 

Samuel. — Such  an  account,  as  this,  of  {o  great  a 
man  as  Mr.  WinchLfler,  does  my  foul  good,  and 

filb 
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fins  me  with  joy,  brother  James.    This  will  (hew  ta 

world  that  there  is  a  reality  \h  Rdigion  :  let  us  be 

thankful  that  God  has  given  fuch  a  man,  and  unite 

in  dropping  an  afFeftionate  tear  at  his  departure  fix)m 

us.     The  angels  haye  already  hailed  his  foul  wel- 

come  on  the  coafts  of  blifs — let  you  and  I  follow  this 

our  brother,  and  your  beloved  paftor;  and  then, 

when  It  pleafei  God  to  call  us,  we  (hall  be  hailed 

alfo  welcome.     And  when  Jefus  comes,  our  bodies 

will  be  raifed  with  his,  and  with  the  multitude  of  the 

firil-bom,  we  (hall  be  amongft  the  firft-fruits  unto 

the  Lord  of  the  Harveft. 

•    James. — My  dear  brother  Samuel,    converfatiort 
like  this  gives  me  a  fore-tafte  of  the  Age  of  Ble(red- 
nefs,  when  Chrift's  kingdom  (hall  come,  and  his  will 
be  done  on  earth  as  it  in  Heaven.     I  was  going  to 
fey,  I  wi(h  you  lived  in  London,  for  the  fake  of  my 
having  your  company  ;  but  muft  recal  my  words,  as 
it  is  right  for  all  of  us  to  be  contented  in  the  fitua- 
tion  which  God  in  bis  providcn<;e  has  placed  us.— 
How  happy  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  toge- 
ther in  unity,  and  to  comfort  each  other  as  they 
walk  by  the  way  through  the  wildernefs.     I   am 
happy  you  fee  the  word  of  God  as  it  is,  full  of  love, 
like  God  himfelf.     Methiuks  the  diredlion-poft  is 
plain,  which  the  Lord  of  Life  has  given  in  his  word, 
and  he  has  likewife  given  the  Holy  Spirit  to  every  one 
to  profit  withal,  fo  that  he  that  runs  may  read.   If  we 
would  lay  afide  our  prejudices  and  our  evil  defires, 

O  o  4  I  think 
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I  think  we  might  all  agree  to  walk  one  way  ;*  for 
Almighty  God  means  good  to  all ;  ,and  if  all  would 
read  the  writing  and  have  faith  in  the  writer,  and  a6fc 
accordingly,  they  would  efcape  a  deal  of  labour  and 
forrow;  for  notwithftanding  God,  through  Jeius 
Chrift,  has  determined  to  bring  all  right  at  laft,  yet 
judgment  and  puniihment  await  the  difobedient  and 
gain-fayers. — I  cannot  help  thanking  you  before  we 
part,  for  the  regard  you  feem  to  .have  for  the  Con- 
gregation at  Parliament-court  Chapel,  and  for  your 
iympathy  refpe6ling  our  lofs  in  Mr.  Wincheller ; 
but  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  notwith- 
ftanding God  Almighty  has  thought  fit  to  take  our 
brother  and  beloved  paftor,  Mr.  Winchefter,  with 
one  hand  to  himfelf — with  the  other  band  be  has 
fupplied  his  place,  by  giving  us  one  equally  beloved, 
equally  faithful,  William  Vidler,  who  is  now  our 
Paftor,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion  : 

**  He  fciz'd  his  mantle  as  the  Prophet  flew,  ^ 
**  And,  with  his  mantle,  caught  his  fpirit  too.'* 

Samueh — Brother  James,  I  am  now  fatisfied,  and 
well  rewarded  for  my  journey  to  London,  notwith- 
ftanding my  ftay  is  fo  fhort,  which  was  only  to  be 
two  days ;  and  one  I  have  fpent  with  you,  one  of 
the  moft  agreeable  I  have  ever  yet  fpent.  I  (hall 
have  a  great  deal  to  tell  my  friends  and  neighbours, 
Farewel ;  write  me  foon,  and  always  fay  fomething 
about  the  univerfal  love  of  God  to  all  his  creatures : 

I  think 
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it  is  a  feaft  to  my  foul.  I  feel  moft  for  your  lofs  ; 
but  God  hath  raifed  you  up  another  paiior  like  unto 
him. 


The  Manner  of  preaching  the  Go/pel  by  the  Moravian 
Mijftonaries  among  the  Heathen. 

THE  method  of  the  brethren  to  bring  the  heathen 
to  Chrift,  was,  in  the  beginning  of  their  at- 
tempts, particularly  in  Greenland,  nearly  as  follows  : 
They  proved  to  the  heathen  that  there  is  a  God,  and 
ipake  to  them  of  his  attributes  and  perfections.  In 
the  next  place,  they  fpake  upon  the  creation — how 
God  had  made  man  after  his  own  image,  which, 
however,  was  foon  loft  by  the  fall.  They  then  made 
the  heathen  acquainted  with  the  laws  which  God 
gave  by  his  fervant  Mofes.  Hence  they  proved  to 
them,  that  they  were  finners,  and  had  deferved  tem-^ 
poral  and  eternal  puniftiment :  and  from  this  they 
drew  the  confequence,  that  there  muft  be  one  to  re- 
concile  them  to  God. 

This  method  of  teaching  they  continued  for  a  long 
time,  but  without  any  fuccefs ;  for  the  heathen  be- 
came tired  of  fuch  difcourfes.  If  it  be  afked,  how 
happened  it  that  the  brethren  fell  upon  the  faid  me- 
thod ?  I  muft  confefs,  that  I  am  apprehenfive  I  was 
myfelf  the  caufe  of  it  The  firft  brethren  who  were 
deftined  for  Greenland  went  to  Copenhagen,  by  way 

of 
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of  Halle,  wbere  I  at  that  time  lived.  They  tarried 
e  few  days  with  me,  and  convcrfed  with  me,  relative 
to  their  intentions.  Upon  this,  I  gave  them  a  book 
to  read  (for  I  knew  no  better  at  that  time)  in  which 
a  certain  divine  treated  of  the  method  to  convince 
and  bring  the  heathen  to  Chriii*  The  good  maa 
had  probably  never  feen  a  heathen  in  all  his  life, 
much  lefs  converted  any ;  but  yet  he  imagined  he 
could  give  dire6Hons  how  to  fet  about  it.  The 
brethren  followed  his  dirciSlions ;  but  without  luc- 
ceft. 

Meanwhile,  it  pleafed  the  liOrd  our  Saviour,  to 
give  tl>e  congregation  of  the  brethren,  at  Herrnhut 
^f^e  infight  into  the  word  of  atonement,  by  the  of* 
ferxng  of  Jefus.     Nor  were  they  wanting  io  dedart 
to  the  brethren  in  Greenland,  that  they  muft*  preach 
^efus  Chrift,  if  they  meant  to  produce  any  bldling 
among  the  heathen.    Upon  this,  the  brethren  {mxC* 
fionaries)  began  to  tranflate  foane  parts  of  the  Gofr 
pel,  efpecially  what  relates  to  the  fufferings  and  death 
of  Jefus,  and  read  that  to  the  heathen.    This  gave 
an  opportunity  to  fpeak  with  them  farther  on  ^hat 
head.     Then  God  opened  their  hearts,  that  they  at- 
tended to  his  word,  arid  it  proved  to  th^m  the  power 
of  God.     They  became  defirous  of  hearing  mortt 
about  it ;  and  the  fire,  which  kid  been  kindled  id 
$bem  by  the  Hdy  Ghoft,  fpread  father  and  farther; 
and  thu$   many  were  converted  to  God.      Since 
which  time,  the  brethren  were  freqi^ntly  alkcd  by 

the 
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tlie  Ivcathen,  Why  they  did  not  preach  fooncr  to 
them  of  Jefus  ?  faying  alio,  that  they  had  been  quite 
tired  of  'hearing  the  difcourfcs  about  God,  and  the 
two  firft  parents,  &c. 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  lived  in  North 
America,  I  fometimes  got  the  brethren,  that  were 
ufcd  occafionally  in  the  fcrvice  of  our  Lord,  to  come 
together,  in  order  that  I  might  converfc  with  them 
about  th^r  labour^.  Johannes,  an  Indian  of  the 
Mahikander  nation,  who  had  formerly  been  a  very 
wicked  man,  but  was  now  thorouglily  converted,  and 
was  alfo  our  fSl low-labourer  in  the  congregation  ga- 
thered from  among  the  heathen,  at  that  time  dwd- 
ling  in  Chekomehah,  happened  to  be  jirft  then  on  a 
vifit  with'  us,  and  alfo  came  to  our  little  meeting. — 
He  was  a  man  that  had  excellent  gifts,  was  a  bold 
corrfeflbr  of  what  he  knew  to  be  true,  and  under- 
ftood  the  German  language,  fo  as  to  exprefs  himfelF 
with'  fufficient  clearneft.  As  we  were  fpeaking  to 
fe^dh  other  about  the  heathen,  he  faid,  among  other 
things,  '*  Brethren,  I  have  been  a  heathen,  and  have 
grown  old  among  them;  T  know,  therefore,  very 
well  how  it  is  with  the  heathen.  A  preacher  came 
once  to  us,  defiring  to  inftru61:  us,  and  began  by 
proving  to  us  that  there  was  a  God.  On  which  we 
faid  to  him.  Well,  and  doft  thou  think  we  are  ig- 
norant of  that  ?  Now,  go  again  whence  thou  com- 
feft.  Another  preacher  came  another  time,  and  would 
inflru6l  us,  faying,  Ye  muft  not  Ileal,  nor  drink  too 

•    much. 
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much,  nor  He,  &c.    Wc  anfwered  him.  Fool  that 
thou  art ;  doft  thou  not  think  that  we  know  that  ? 
— Go  and  learn  it  firft  thyfelf,  and  teteh  the  peo- 
ple thou  belongeft  to  not  to  do  thefe  things;  for 
who  are  greater  drunkards,  or  thieves,  or  liars,  than 
thine  own  people  ? — ^Thus,  we  fent  him  away  alib^ 
Some  time  after  this,  Chriftian  Henry,  one  of  the 
brethren,  came  to  me  into  my  but,  and  fat  down  by 
me :  the  contents  of  his  difcourie  to  me  w«re  nearly 
thefe :  I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
Heaven  and  Earth.     He  acquaints  thee,  that  he 
would  gladly  fave  thee,  and  refcue  thee  from  the 
miferable  fiate  in  which  thou  Heft.    To  this  end  he 
became  a  man,  hath  given  his  life  for  mankind,  and 
ihed  his  blood  for  them,  &c.    Upon  this,  he  lay 
down  upon  a  board  in  my  hut,  and  fell  afleep,  being 
fetigued  with  his  journey.    I  thought  within  my- 
felf,  what  manner  of  man  is  this  ?  There  he  lies,  and 
fleeps  fo  fweetly.    I  might  kill  him  immediately,  if 
1  would,  and  throw  him  out  into  the  foreft  :— who 
would  care  for  it  ?   But  he  is  unconcerned.    How* 
ever,  I  could  not  get  rid  of  his  words.     They  conti- 
nually came  to  my  mind ;  and  though  I  went  to 
lleep,  yet  I  dreamed  of  the  blood  which  Chrifl.  had 
<hed  for  us.    I  thought  this  was  very  ftrange ;  and 
I  went  to  interpret  to  the  other  Indians  the  words 
which  Chriftian  Henry  fpake  farther  to  us.     Thus, 
through  the  Grace  of  God,  the  awakening  among  us 
took  place.     I  tell  you  therefore,  bretliren,  preach  to 

the 
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heathen,  Chrift,  and  his  blood,  and  his  death,  if  ye 
would  wifli  to  produce  a  blefling  among  them. — 
Such  was  the  exhortation  of  Johannes,  the  Maht* 
kander,  to  us.  But  the  brethren  were  already,  be- 
fore that  time,  convinced  that  Jefus  Chrift  muft  be 
the. marrow  and  fubflance  of  the  preaching  of  the 
Gofpel  among  the  heathen  ;  even  as  he  is  in  general 
called  with  juftice,  the  marrow  and  fubftance  of  the 
whole  Bible.  We  (hall  not  do  zmifs^  therefore,  if 
we  follow  the  method  of  the  Apoftles ;  who,  in  their 
office,  were  under  the  peculiar  leadings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  as  &r  as  it  is  applicable  to  us.  Hence,  what 
Paul  writes  to  the  Corinthians,  **  I  determined  not 
to  know  any  thing  among  you,  fave* Jefus  Chrift  and 
him  crucified,  is  a  firmly  eftablifhed  rule  for  us  in 
preaching  to  the  heathen. 

N.  B.  The  above  is  extra6led  from  '  An  Account 
of  the  Manner  in  which  the  Proteftant  Church 
of  the  Unitas  Fratrum,  or  United  Brethren, 
preach  the  Gofpel,  artd  carry  on  their  Miffions 
among  the  Heathen :  written  in  German,  by 
Auguft  Gottlieb  Spangenbcrg.'  The  fentiment 
contained  in  it  is  excellent.  What  little  fuc- 
cefs  my  own  miniftry  has  met  with,  I  attri- 
bute to  the  preaching  of  a  crucified  Chrift. 
And  I  heartily  recommend  ftich  preaching  to 
all  my  young  friends,  whether  in  town  or  coun- 
try, who  are  coming  forward  in  the  work  of  the 
miniftry. 

W,  VIDLER. 
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A  FRAGMENT. 

ELIGION  makes  men  better,  fays  Cbrif- 
topbilus. — Real  Religion  does  fo,    fiud 
Candidus. — Dbcs  not  all  Religion  make  men  better  ? 
(aid  Eugenius  ;  my  uncle  Scnex  fays  it  docs. — ^Your 
tincle,  faid  Chriftopbilus^  is  a  good-natured  fort  of  d 
man ;  but  what  religion  he  is  of  I  don't  know :  I 
think  he  attends  no  place  of  worftiip. — He  does  not, 
laid  Eugenius ;  but  he  fays,  he  is  a  great  friend  to 
religion  :  he  calls  himfelf  a  churchman^  though  ho 
has  not  been  at  church  fix  times  thefe  twdve  years* 
—He  is  one  of  thofe  men  whom  I  believe  to  have 
no  religion,  faid  Candidus ;  but  I  think  he  is  a  bet* 
tcr  man  than  fome  who  pretend  to  have  a  great 
deal. — I  don't  underftand  that,  laid   Eugenius ;  I 
thought  no  man  could  be  a  good  man  without  reli- 
gion.— You  are  right,  faid  Candidus,  I  did  not  fay 
your  uncle  was  a  good  man ;  that  he  cannot  be 
while  he  lives  without  Grod,  and  without  Chriit ;  but 
he  is  better  than  fome  men,  who  have  great  credit  in 
the  religious  world  :  for  inftance,  he  is  not  guilty  of 
hypocrify  in  profcffing  a  creed  which  he  does  not  be- 
lieve ;  and  if  he  has  any  ideas  of  religion  that  may 
be  called  his  own  ;  which  I  doubt ;  yet  he  doth  not 
fpeak  evil  of,  and  perfccute  others  who  differ  from 
him  ;  but  fome  men  breathe  out  flaughtering  and 
death  continually  againft  all  of  a  contrary  fcntiment 
gr  worftiip :  yea,  they  even  think   they  ftiould  do 

God 
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God  fervice  by  deftroying  them.    Now  I  think^  tf 
they  had  no  religion,  they  would  be  better  men  in 
ibciety,  and  quite  as  good  in  the  fight  of  God.—* 
Chriftophilus  faid^  at  leaft  fuch  men  muft  be  fincerei 
though  they  were  unhappily  ignorant  of  the  benevo- 
lent fpirit  of  the  Gofpel,— -Candidus  faid,  if  men 
took  up  a  religion  without  love,  they  muft  cither  be 
hypporit^es  or  incendiaries  :  in  the  former  cafe  their 
dOCidition  would  be  much  worfe  than  though  they 
had  no  religion  ftt  all ;  and  in  the  latter,  by  their 
bloody  temper,  they  would  be  fpoilers  of  mankind, 
and  oonfequently  would  have  much  more  guilt  than 
that  lAan  who,  though  immerfed  in  fenfuality,  did 
not  concern  himfdf  about  any  religion.    And,  ho 
added,  that  he  thought  our  Lord  had  proved  this,  in 
the  chanuSlers  of  the  publicans  and  ^nners,  and 
fcrib^  and  pharifees,  which  he  had  given  in  the  New 
Teftament.    I  will  illuftrate  by  an   anecdote,  iaid 
Candidus:-^  Before  the   Refonnatioo,   there  were 
many  pious  and  harmlefs  people  in  the  foulii  of 
France,  called  the  Poor  Men  of  Lyons.     Thefe  peo- 
ple, by  their  induftry,  frugality,  and  benevolence, 
w^e  a  bleffing  to  fociety ;  but  they  defpifed  the  ritefl 
and  ceremonies  of  the  church,  and  thought  the  Pope 
was  antichrifl,  and  the  priefls  and  monks  were  hk 
took,  to  deceive  and  opprels  mankind*    They  read 
the  Scriptures  much,  efpecially  the  New  Teflamentj, 
which  many  of  their  teachers  could  almoft  repeat  by 
memory,  and  they  regulated  all  their  anions  and 

worftiip 
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woiihip  according  to  it.     The  King  of  France,  then 
living,  was  a  merry  thoughtlefs  fellow,  who  had  no 
religion,  nor  did  he  care  about  the  religion  of  other 
men ;  but  fuch  a  people  as  the  Poor  Men  of  Lyons 
were,  by  the  Q)urt  of  Rome,  thought  too  dangerous 
to  be  fufFered  to  live  in  peace.     The  Cardinal  Le- 
gate in  France,  therefore,  folicited  their  deftru(9ion, 
and  often  complained  to  the  King,  c^  their  increaie. 
His  Majefty,  knowing  he  had  no  religion  bimlelf, 
was  not  willing  to  injure  others  who  had ;  but  being 
wearied  with  the  perpetual  importunities  of  the  Car- 
dinal, fecretly  font  fome  fenfible  gentlemen  of  his 
court  to  find  out  who  thefe  people  were,  and  what 
was  their  crime.     They  returned,  ajid  reported  to 
him  fairly  their  opinions,  worftiip,  and  maimer  of 
life.    The  king  heard  it,  and  with  a  great  oath  fwore, 
they  were  better  men  than  himfelf,  or  the  Cardinal 
either.     His  Eminence  gravely  faid,  that  they  were 
heretics,  and  confequently  were  not  to  be  counted 
good  men,  but  ought  to  be  deftroyed  from  the  earth, 
for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and  that  it  was  the  King's 
duty  to  affift  the  church  in  exterminating  them. — 
The  King  alked,  "  What  will  become  of  them  when 
they  die  ?" — ^Without  doubt,  Sire,  fays  the  Cardinal, 
they  will  be  damned." — For  pity's  fake,  then,  (faid 
the  King)  let  them  live  as  long  as  they  can ;  God 
forbid  we  (hould  fend  them  to  hell  before  their  time." 
I  leave  you  to  judge,  faid  Candidas,  whether  the 
King  or  the  Cardinal  was  the  better  man. 

TO 
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TO  THE  BDJTOR. 
SIR, 

Yoyr  judicious  difcourfe  pn  Sunday  laft  concerning 

Faith,  brought  lo  my  mind  a  few  remarks  which 

/l  wrote  about  ten  years  ago  on  that  fujpjec^.     If 

ybii  think  them  worth  your  notice,  vc^  may  in- 

iert  them  in  your  Magazine.     They  were  wrote 

*  when  I  was  a  conftant  hearer  at  the  New  Chapel, 
City  Road,  whiqh  people  I  flill  love  for  their  piety, 
and  alfo  their  do6lrine,  fo  far  as  it  treats  on  prac- 
tical and  experimental  religion ;  but  never  could 
.relifli  their  abfurdities. 
\     /  JAMES  WEAVER. 

NpTHIf^G  hath  engrofled  the  atte^tion  of  the 
religioas  world  more  for  this  fifty  years  paft, 
than  the  article  of  Faitit;  nor  is  there  any  thing  in 
the  whole  body  of  Divinity  mad^  mere  loofe  and  un- 
determinate ;  for  wbilft  one  afiirms  it  ia  the  believii^ 
njy  pardoOj  others  fuppofe  it  is  the  believing  in 
Chrift  for  pardon^  Son^  fuppofe  the  faith  of  a  Jew 
is  not  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian  under  the  (Jofpel  dif- 
penfation.  Again,  others  will  tell  you  there  be  fome 
who  are  neither  believers  nor  unbelievers,  neither 
children  pf  God  nor  children  of  the  devil,  but  fer- 
vants ;  and  thefe  are  they  who  remain  under  coa- 
viAion  of  fin.  Again,  fome  ^yill  tell  you, we  cannot 
believe  of  ourfelves ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God  :  but,  hy 
ethers,  we  may  believe  if  we  will.  But  others  who 
attempt  to  falve  this  difficulty  fay,  though  we  can- 
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lbs  nan. :  But  I  ihuft  confeft  I  underftand  not  that 
4iffin<5tioiii  made  by  fome^  of  our  Relieving  if  we 
%iU^  but  xiot  when  we  will^  as  it  appears  to  me  to  in- 
volve in  it  an  evident  contradidiicn ;  for  if  ow  be- 
Kevin^  depends  on  tbe  engagement  of  our  wills,  and 
when  engaged,  is  inadequate  ta  thojt  ^og^emcot^ 
then  it  appears  \tre  cinmot  believe  tieitber  when  we 
^ili,  nor  if  ws  wiH.    Bikt  wbetber  a  nfari  in  thia* 
fituation  hath  got  neither  fiiith.n<M*  belief,  ia^  neither 
k  child  of  God  nor  a  child  of  the  ctevil,  I  miift  leave 
Uie  reader  to  determine.     But  if  a  man  6anriot  be- 
lieve'when  he  will,  or  his  power  is  inadequate  to  the 
a^  of  believing,  then  unbelief  can  be  no  fiii ;  but  if 
tinbeliisf  be  no  fin,  then  our  Saviour  condemns  die 
tnnocent^  aiid  ^f  courib  the  Scriptures  are  a  ftHacj, 
and  faith  a  fi^ion.     Now  all  thefe  abfurdities.ariie 
fiom  not  underftanding  the  true  nature  of  faith  ;  for 
^hatma(fe  the  believing  that  JcAis  was  IheChinfty 
the  Son  of  the  Living  God^  faving  in  the  apofUe^d 
tHne,  was  this:  none  ever  exprefled  their  faith  in 
thefe  terms^  but  immediately  embraced  his  do6hiim 
tad  followed  him  ;  but  fince  this  is  become  an  artide 
ef  our  crecdj  and  generally  believed  (I  would  rather 
fey  generally  profcfled)    throughout  Cfari^ndooi^ 
fevlng  faith  confiftfe^now  more  in  the  receitijiig  <Dbnft 
tod  his  doArine  than  in  a  bare  believing  in  hinti 
for  St.  John  faith,  As  many  as  receive  him,  to  tbcm 
l^ave  be  power  to  become  the  fohs  of  GoA 
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It  therefore  appetrS)  that  iaving  faith  is  not  onl/ 
a  Wienng  ifi  Chi?iil  hiiftorically,  but  a  receiving  hiaa 
aa4  bis^  word,  as  revealed  in  the  Gofpel,  to  be  my 
Fra^et,  j^'rieft,  and  King,  and  a  relying  upon  him 
aloiie  for  juftifica^on  and  falvation,  which  begete  « 
liaeere  pt^edieiioe  in  the  life  and  converfatbn  ;  but 
^  fuppofe  that  jufiifying  foitb  confids  in  the  belief  or 
Istowledge  of  my  pardon,  is  putting  the  cart  befom 
the  horfcy  the  confequence  before  the  caufc^  and  tho 
cure  before  the  phyfic.  J.  W. 


REMARKABLE  PROVIDENCE. 

MR.  David  Anderibn  was  one  of  iiie  two  thovN 
iand  Nonconformift  Minifiers,  who  wem 
t)e(^ed  from  their  livings  by  the  Acft  of  Untfonnityj 
ill  ^e  year  one  thoufand  fix  hutiditd  and  Iixty*^two> 
yik  living  was  Walton  upon  Thames,  in  Surry.— ^ 
Boon  after  his  cje<ament  he  retired  from  the  perfectly, 
tion  in  Erigland,  to  Zealand,  in  Holl^d,  and  icttled 
vk  Mtddloburgh,  with  his  wife  and  five  fmall  chil« 
drcn.  Havmg  no  employment  there,  he  foon  con> 
fomed:  thb  little  money  which  he  carried  over  with 
him,  and  ow^d  a. year's  rent  for  his  houfe,  and  W8» 
reduced  fo  low  as  to  want  bread :  and  fuch  was  hiB 
Iflodefty,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  make  his  cafe 
known-  in^Jl  ftrange  country.  In  this  condition,  after 
}ie  had  been  one  morning  at  prayenwith  his&mil}^ 

his 
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His  chiWren  aflced  for  bread  for  their  breakfaft ;  But 
having  none,  nor  money  to  buy  any,  they  all  burft 
into  tears.  In  this  forrowful  cafe,  fomebody  rung 
the  bell  at  their  door,  and  Mrs.  Andcrfon,  in  a  mean 
and  mournful  drefe,  went  to  fee  who  it  was.  The 
pcrlbn  who  rang  alked  for  the  miftrefs:  (he  an- 
ftvered  that  her  name  was  Anderfon.  Here,  iays  he, 
a  gentleman  has  fent  you  this  paper,  and  will  iend 
yon  in  feme  pijovifions  prefently.  She  took  the  pa- 
per, went  in  and  opened  it,  and  found  forty  pieces 
of  gold  in  it.  The  meffenger  went  away  on  deliver- 
ing the  paper,  without  faying  whence  he  came,  or 
who  fent  him.  Soon  after  came  a  countryman,  with 
a  horfe  load  of  provilions,  flefli,  fifti,  vegetables,  and 
faread,  and  aU  things  nectary  to  their  living  com- 
fortably, as  long  as  what  was  brought  would  keepgood;^ 
|Kit  be  did  not  tell  them  whence  he  came,  neither 
did  they  know,  to  their  dying  day,  who  it  was  that 
fo  fcafonably  relieved  their  wants.  Mr.  John  Quick, 
who  was  paftor  of  the  Englifli  church  a]t  Middle- 
burgh  in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
came  accidentally  to  the  knowledge  of  the  whole 
matter.  For  being  at  the  counjay^houfe  of  Mynheer 
De  Koning,  a  magiftrate  of  that  city,  and  happening 
Jto  mention  this  ftory,  M.  De  Koning  told  him  that 
ihc  was  the  pcrfon  who  carried  the  gold ;  and  that  it 
came  from  Mynheer  De  Hofte,  a  pious  merchant 
•of  that  place,  with  whom  he  was  then  an  ap» 
|irentice.  i  He/added,  M.  peiJofie  ob&rving  a  gfav# 
*.;  J  Engliih 


Englifli  Minifter  frequently  walking  the  ftreets,  with 
a^deje6led  countenance,  enquired  privately  into  his 
circumftances,  and  apprehending  he  might  be  in 
want,  fent  him  the  gold  and  the  provifions;  faying, 
at  the  fame  time,  '  God  forbid  that  any  of  Chrifi's 
Embafladors  fhoukl-be  flrangers,  and  we  not  vifit 
them,  or  in  diflrefs,  and  we  pot  aflift  them.'  But  he 
exprefsly  charged  both  his  fervants  to  conceal  his 
name.  This  relief,  befide  affording  prefent  provi- 
fion,  enabled  Mr.  Anderfbn  to  pay  his  debts :  and 
he  could  not  help  communicating  this  inftance  of  the 
great  goodnefs  of  God,  to  his  friends  and;  acqpaiot- 
ance.  .This: cpmiog  to  the  ears  of  M.  de  Hoftej-  he 
afterwards  found  jLfecret  way  of  paying  Mr.  Andei^^ 
fon's  rent  for  him  yearly ;  and  of  conveying  t6  hitn. 
befides  ten  pounds  every  quarter,  which  he  managed 
fo,  as  that  he  never  could  or  did  know  his  benefac- 
tor* M.  De  Koning  kept  the  whole  matter  fecrct 
till  both  Mr.  Anderfori,  his  wife,  and  M.  De  Hofie^ 
were  dead  t  but  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  give 
this  account  of  it  afterwards. 

Our  Lord,  to  cik^ourage  men  to  dilinterefted  be- 
nevolence, fays.  Ye  jfhall  be  rewarded  at  the  refur- 
redion  of  the  juft.  What  a  fine  efFeft  will  fuch  a 
circiimftance  as  the  above  have  in  the  court  of 
Heaven,  when  it  is  brought  forth  by  him,  who,  when 
on  earthy  was  a  ftranger,  defpifed  and  reje6ted  by 
men  ! ! ! — Who  can  conceive  the  feelings  of  the  dif- 
trefled  Minifter  and  of  the  benevolent  Merchant  at 

that  time  ? 

POETRY. 
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POETRY.^ 


^  THE  REIGN  OF  CHRIST. 

BY    E.   CUMMIKG. 

AS  after  fome  long  dark  and  ftormy  night, 
Tl&'^imparpled  morn  iippears,-  and  forth  tbe  itto 
.Majeftk  comes,  deck'mg  the  parting  douds 

With  orieat  gems»  and  pourmg  for  ^od  w«te 
;Ri!^diaace9  delight,  and  life,  and  joy  ; . 

So  corner  the  mprn,.hy  r9cred  bards  foretold, 

When  Peqce^  defcending  fron?  her  native  fkies, 
*  Shall  o'er  the  \yorId  her  heavenly  powV  extend ; 

While  Truth  and  Juftice  high  enthroned  fliall  fit. 
-Profufdy.fpreading  richeft  fweets  artrand. 

From  their  effulgence,  Tyranny  and  Pride,  •    • 

.  War,  mad  Ambition,  Fraud,  and  FaKehood  bale. 

To  their  dark  origin,  aiipfil'd,  (hall  (ink, 

A  chftos  more  horrible  than  ancient  night. 

Whik  o'er  the  dreary  fccne  of  human  woe, 

The  feeling  mind  direAs  her  pitying  eye, 

A  ray  of  hope  breaks  diroogb  tbe  deepening  gloom, 

Something  gently  whifpers— that  ere  long. 

He  who  beholds  the  tyrant's  bofom  fwell, 

Who  hears  the  boa(l  of  arrogance  and  pride. 

To 
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Who  marks  the  tear,  and  hears  the  rifing  figh 
Wrung  from  the  bread  of  innocence  and  worth. 
Will,  by  his  radiance,  burft  the  tenfold  clouds 
Which  long  have  wrapt,  and  mankind  ftill  benight; 
Will  hurl  the  bolts  of  vengeance  long  prepar'd, 
Redrefs  each  wrong,  and  to  th'  expe6ting  world 
Give  Truth  and  Virtue,  Liberty  and  Peace  ! 

In  awful  majefty  array 'd,  he  comes. 
Swift  roll  the  wheels  of  his  triumphal  Car 
Through  plains  of  aether,  which  flow'rs  immortal  deck, 
While  gems  celeftial  drew  his  radiant  path. 
Wide  ope  the  portals  of  the  fpacious  fky. 
And  forth  refulgent  glory  burfts — amidft  the  blaze. 
The  ftars,  the  fun  himfeJf  abforbed  feem : 
Myriads  of  feraphs,  the  firft  fons  of  heaven. 
Who  fung  fo  fweet,  when  from  his  mighty  hand, 
The  folar  fyftem  crown*d  with  beauty  rofe. 
Now  fing  more  fweet — they  flop,  and  higher  choirs 
Attune  their  golden  lyres  to  bolder  notes. 
Than  e'er  before  breath'd  through  the  vales  of  heaven. 
Along  the  fkies  the  notes  extatic  flow. 
And  echoing  worlds  repeat  the  fong  fublime ; 
While  virtuous  men,  fo  long  opprefs'd  with  woe,  - 
Now  feel  their  hearts  expand  with  pureft  joy. 
And  join,  enraptured,  the  feraphic  throng. 
To  hail  th*  approach  of  heaven's  illuftr'ous  King. 

The  joyous  earth  receives  his  radiant  fteps, 
While  in  his  mien  his  Father's  glory  fhines. 
His  lips  fpeak  peace ;  his  eye  looks  love  divine 
To  his  opprefied  people,  and  to  thofe 
Who  to  his  reign  benign  fubmit ;  but  darts 
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Shame  and  confufion  on  th'  impious  foe. 
Who  proudly  boaft  refi (lance  to  his  throne : 
They  fmk  beneath  his  frown,  while  his  ftrong  arm 
The  powers  of  hell  in  chains  aionian  binds. 
See,  near  where  Z ion's  hallow'd  clifis  arife 
On  mountains  tops,  thro*  happy  ages  (lands 
His  grand  imperial  feat-7through  her  high  gates 
No  fcepter'd  king,  with  power  tyrannic,  moves 
T'opprefs  her  people,  or  their  peace  invade ; 
Nor  mitr'd  pried,  with  lordly  fteps  profane. 
Treads  her  fair  courts — nor  holy  things  pollute : 
For  thefe,  who  long  have  made  the  world  to  gl'oan, 
Sink  *neath  the  righteous  doom  pronounc'd  by  him 
Who  reigns  alone  the  univerfal  King. 
See  cv'ry  nation,  the  moft  diftant  tribe. 
To  view  bis  glory,  bend  their  eager  Heps 
To  yield  their  homage,  and  to  Cng  his  praife ; 
To  tade  thofe  bleffings  which  his  bounteous  hand 
Scatters  in  plenty  o'er  a  grateful  world* 

See  Juflicc  holds  her  nicely-poifcd  fcales, 
Weighing  the  virtues  and  the  crimes  of  men  ; 
And,  with  unerring  and  impartial  hand, 
Deals  forth  to  each  as  worth  or  vice  deferves. 
Deceit  expos'd/defpis'd,  novv  ftands  abaih'd ; 
No  more  Ambition  proudly  lifts  its  voice, 
Nor  fell  OpprefTion  forms  its  maflfy  chains 
To  bind  the  viriuous,'*and  to  load  the  weak. 
No  more  keen  anguiih  wrings  the  burftipg  heart. 
Nor  the  fad  tear  the  cheek  of  virtue  wets. 
War,  with  its  thunders,  frights  the  world  no  more, 
Nor  ftrews  its  fields  with  carnage  and  with  death ; 
But  Peace  ferene,  beneath  th'  aufpicious  ^eign 
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Of  Zion*s  Kng,  fprcads  far  her  heavenly  po>ver, 
Divcrg'd  in  many  a  ftream*  pervading  all 
With  h.<ppinef3  and  joy  — Ev*n  beaAs  of  prey 
Their  fiercencfs  lofe,  ibrfake  the  foreft  dark, 
Or  defart  wild,  and,  with  the  kid  and  lamb^    . 
Gently  difport  along  the  peaceful  plain, 
Stray  with  the  herds,  feed  with  the  fimple  ox, 
And  tamely  follow  where  the  (tripling  leads. 

The  hcav*ns  now  frown  no  more,  but  fmilc  ferenc. 
Nor  'long  the  fky  the  vivid  lightnings  dart, 
Nor  thunders  roll ,  nor  from  the  low' ring  clouds 
Burfts  the  fierce  temped,  from  the  mountain's  brow. 
Tearing  the  foreft,  or  the  fruitful  vales 
With  floods  impetuous  fweeps ; — nor  earth *s  dark  womb 
With  dire  convulfions  heave,  trembling  throughout, 
Tlien  burfting  forth  with  wild  uproar,  ingulphs 
Thofe  vidlims  doom'd  to  fink  amidfl  its  ruins. 
No  more  the  ocean  lifts  its  fwelling  waves 
In  dreadful  fury  to  the  threatening  clouds ; 
But  to  the  eye,  well  pleas'd,  prefents  ferene 
Its  blue  expanfe,  or  on  the  fmiling  (hore. 
Gently  murmuring,  curls  its  peaceful  waves. 
The  teeming  earth  its  priftine  beauty  wears : 
'  See  flowers  of  fineftr  b^,  and  richeilt  fruits 
In  vaft  profufioCj^  clothe^^  ffpilipg  vale, 
And  frefher  verdure  crowqs  th^  mountain 's^brow  ; 
The  heath,  oncq  barren,  bloQbms  as  a  rofe ; 
The  copious  ftream,  the  fount,  or  limpid  rill, 
Through  defarts  parch'd  meander,  where  now  flowers 
Entwine  their  branches,  and  their  beauties  mix ; 
While  the  fwect  voice  of  Joy  flows  thro'  the  fccnc, 
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Where  nought  before  was  heard  but  tempefts  roar. 
Or  the  'lorn  raven's  melancholy  cry. 

Jocund  Spring  (hines  forth  with  beauties  new ; 
In  brighter  radiance  now  the  Summer  glows; 
With  richer  crops  glad  Autumn  clothes  the  fields. 
While  through  the  meadows  herds  unnumber'd  roam. 
And  on  the  hills  prolific  play. 
Heath  and  plenty  fill  the  happy  world, 
And  men,  united  by  the  facred  ties 
Of  focial  virtue,  mutually  impart 
The  various  bleffings  which  pervade  the  whole. 
Joy  fills  the  city,  and  the  villa  fair, 
The  rural  cottage  joins  the  gladfome  found. 
The  gentle  Zephyrs  bear  it  on  their  wings : 
From  clime  to  clime  it  fpreads,  till  up  afcends 
The  univerfal  hymn  of  grateful  praife  ; 
While  groves  and  meadows  echo  back  the  fong. 
And  difiant  hills  the  fweet  enraptur'd  notes  prolong. 
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Anfwer  to  Imlah*s  OhjeSilon  againji  the  Universal 
DocTAiNB.     See  page  352; 

WE  feel  ourfelves  happy  in  meeting  the  moft 
forcible  objeflions  that  have  been,  or  can  be,* 
brought  againft  the  Reftoration  of  all  Things  byChrift 
Jefus,  and  we  thank  the  Coitftant  Reader,  who  fur- 
iiifhed  us  with  that  which  we  are  now  to  confider* 
Truth  is  our  dbjedl,  we  have  no  fecrets,  we  court  in^ 
quiry ;  tad  if  any  man  brings  forward  an  obje6lion 
againft  our  views  which  we  cannot  fairly  anAver,  we 
pledge  ourfelves  to  the  public^  that  we  will  in  that 
cafe  acknowledge  our  inability,  and  confefs  that  wc 
have  been  in  an  error. 

The  writers  againft  the  Univerlal  Dodlrine,  feem 
to  content  themfelvcs  with  fixing  on  fome  detached 
paflages  of  fcripture ;  which  have  no  immediate  re- 
lation to  the  fubje6l ;  rather  than  to  come  forward  in 
a  manly  way,  and  candidly  examine  it.  This  is  the 
cafe  of  Imlah ;  who,  though  he  has  faid  nothing  new 
R  r  concerning 
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concerning  Judas,  he  certainly  argued  very  forcibly  ; 
and  if  his  premifes  are  good,  he  has  prefented  us  at 
leaft,  with  one  exceptioTij  to  the  univerfality  of  the  Rc- 
ftoration.     But  we  alk.  What  reafon  have  we  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  our  Lord  had  any  reference  to  \ht  future 
ftate  of  Judas  ?  That  which  befell  this  unhappy  man 
in  this  world  was  fufRcient  to  juftify  the  faying  of 
Chrift.     Imlah  taxes  the  Univerfalifts  with  Ibphiftiy 
in  defending  their  views ;  but  I  think  the  charge  may 
with  great  juftice  be  retorted  on  himfelf,  for  when 
Chrift  fays,  ^  good  were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had 
never  been  bom  \    he  clearly  underftands  it,  ^  good 
were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  exifted\   and 
thereby  he  reprefents  our  Lord  as  drawing  a  com- 
parifon  betwixt  eniiiy  and  nonentity.     I  would  alk  this 
gentleman,  whether  he  would  ,be  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  drawing  fuch  a  comparifon  himfelf?    If  not,  how 
is  it  that  he  reprefents  Chrift  as  doing  it  ?  K  hnhh 
don't  know  the  poffibility  of  exi/lence  without  being 
horn,  let  him  read  his  Bible  again ;  and  it  will  be 
time  enough,  when  he  underftands  thatj  to  charge  the 
Univerfalifts  with   fophiftry.     Jeremiah,   chap.  xx. 
v.  17,  18,  when  he  was  under  reproach  and  afflic- 
tion in  the  performance  of  his  prophetic  work,  wi(h- 
cd  that  he  had  never  been  bom^  that  his  mother  had 
been  his  grave,  that  her  womb  had  been  always  great 
with  him.    Wherefore  came  I  out  of  the  womb, 
fays  he,  to  fee  labour  and  forrow,   that  my  days 
ftiould  be  confumed  with  fhame  ?  Did  Jeremiah  wifti 

that 
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that  he  had  never  exifted?  His  words  imply  no  fuch 
thing.    The  poffibility  of  exiftence ;  and  even  of  a 
comparatively  happy  exiftence ;  without  being  horn,  is 
a  very  rational  idea,  and  I  fuppofe  ImJah  himfelf  will 
admit  it,  in  the  cafe  of  all  who  die  in  their  mother's 
Womb. ,  Solomon  fays  that  fuch  go  to  \ht  fame  place 
with  the  man  of  longeft  life,  Ecclef.  vi.  3 — 6,  which 
clearly  implies  that  they  have  future  exiftence,  or  elfe 
neither  have  it ;    the  latter  fentiment  would  make 
Solomon  a  diredl  infidel,  the  former  clearly  (hews  the 
ground  of  comparifon  betwixt  an  abortion,  who  never 
law  the  light,  and  a  man  who  after  a  long  life,  and 
having  a  large  family,  is  bereft  of  his  children,  or 
dies  in  diftionour.     And  if  Solomon  could  fay,  that 
the  cafe  of  an  abortion  was  better  than  that  of  fuch 
a  man,  how  much  more  might  our  Lord  fay,  that  it 
had  been  good  for  Judas  if  he  had  never  been  bom  ? 
Becaufe  it  Was  jx>ffible  for  Judas  to  have  exifted  with- 
out being  born,  and  to  have  been  more  happy  in  that 
ftate  than  by  being'  bom.     Who  can  think  of  the 
anguiih  of  the  guilty  mind  of  Judas,  and  of  his  fear- 
ful end,  without  feeing  the  propriety  of  the  words  of 
Chrift.     If  with  Imlah  we  make  our  Lord  abfurdly 
draw  a  comparifon  betwixt  exiftence^  and  non  exiftence ; 
then  another  abfurdity  will  alfo  follow,  viz.  That  the 
exiftence  of  Judas  will  finally  be  a  curfe  to  him.     But 
let  it  be  alked,  on  whofe  will  did  the  ociftence  of 
Judas  reft  ?  On  his  own,  or  on  the  will  of  God  ?  All 
men  will'atifwcr  this  queftion  in  the  fame  way,  by 
R  r  2  faying* 
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faying,  ^  The  cxiftence  of  every  creature  is  by  a  ib* 
vereign  a6l  ©f  the  Divine  will !  If  fo,  th«n  God 
willed  the  exiftence  of  Judas,  either  that  he  might  be 
cndlefsly  damned,  or  that  he  might  be  endleisly 
happy ;  or  elfe  he  brought  Judas  into  exiftence  with- 
out any  determination  concerning  him.  The?  latter 
thought  exhibits  a  (Jod  without  wtfifom ;  the  former, 
a  God  without  goodnefs ;  the  middle  one,  a  good 
God,  who  deligns  kindly  concerning  his  creature; 
but  is  difappointed  of  his  end.  Either  of  theic 
thoughts  are  alike  abhorrent  to  reafon,  and  contrary 
to  fcripture.  Imlah  may  chufe  which  he  pleafes ;  but 
one  of  them  muft  follow,  if  our  Lord  meant,  ^  It  were 
good  for  Judas  if  he  had  never  exifttd^ 

Imlah  alfo  fays,  that  '  The  words  of  Chrift  are  not 
si  proverbial  faying,  borrowed  from  common  ufage^ 
and  applied  to  the  particular  cafe  of  Judas ;  for  na 
traces  can  he  found  of  any  fuch  froverh  '  among  tht 
Jews.^  This,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it-,  is  very  incauti- 
oully  fpoken,  and  proves  either,  that  the  gentleman 
is  unacquainted  %vith  Jewifh  writings,  or  that  his  me- 
mory has  totally  failed  him.  I  would  not  willingly 
think  any  thing  worfe ;  for  to^difguife  truth  to  fcrve 
a  caufe,  is  a  me^nnefs  which  every  honeft  mind 
would  liold  in  contempt.  I  therefore  will  fuppofe 
that  he  fpoke  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge.  But 
perhaps  moft  people  will  think,  from  what  has  been 
mentioned,  concerning  Jeremiah  and  Solomon,  the 
fcripures    afford   fome  proof  of  fuch  a  mode   of 

fpeaking 
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ipeaking  among  the  Jews,  efpecially  when  they  add 
to  thofe  inftances,  Job  iii.  10 — 19,  and  chap,  x. 
»18,  19.  But  that  the  words  of  Chrift,  concerning 
Judas,  were  proverbial.  Dr.  Gill  fully  proves,  in  his 
note  on  Matt.  xxvi.  44,  and  Mark  xiv.  21.  For  he 
iayi,  ^  This  is  a  rabbinical  phrafe,  frequently  ufed 
in  one  form  or  other,  and  fometimes  as  our  Lord 
ljx)ke  it,  and  it  is  applied  to  fuch  as  fpeak  falfe 
and  lying  words,  and  regard  not  the  glory  of  their 
Creator.*  Of  this  the  Do6lor  gives  proof,  by  referring 
to  Zohar,  in  Gen.  foil  41 . 1 .  Mifn.  Chagiga,  c.  2.  §.  1 . 
T.  Bab.  Chagia,  fbl.  16.  1.  Befide  many  inftances 
of  its  being  tried  iil  other  forms  elfewhcre.  Now,' 
though  1  do  not  bdieve  the  fentiment  of  cndlefs  mi- 
fery  as  the  good  Doctor  did  ;  yet  I  give  him  full  credit-' 
for  the  knowledge  of  the  rabbinical  writings,  and  I 
fuppofe  every  man  will  do  the  fame  who  is  acquaint- 
ed with  his  works.  I  may  therefore,  on  the  authority 
pf  fcripture,  and  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Gill  (which, 
'with  fome  men,  is  greater  than  that  of  fcripture) 
wnture  to  contradjft  Imlah^  and  fay,  it  is  evident 
that  thefe  words  are  a  proverbial  fonn  of  Jpeech,  bor^ 
'  rowed  from  common  ufage^  and  applied  to  the  cafe  of 
^tidas ;  for  there  are  traces  of  fuch  a  proverb  fufficiently 
to  be  found  among  the  Jews :  confequently  the  doc- 
trine of  the  endlefs  mifery  of  Judas,  cannot  reafon- 
^bly  be  inferred  from  them. 

W.VIDLER. 

Rr3  RE- 
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REMAKKABLB  PROVIDENCE. 

I  KNEW  a  Minifter,  who  is  yet  alive ;  that  lived 
in  the  pountry,  and  preached  to  a  very  poor,  but 
affe6lion?te  and  pious  people ;  among  whom  he   la- 
boured very  hard,  both  at  the  place  of  his  refidence 
and  in  the  neighbouring  yiUages.     The  word  was 
greatly  blefled,  and  his  foul  rejoiced  much  in  it ;  but 
from  the  increafe  of  his  family,  ^o^'f overty  of  hia 
people,   he  was  greatly  ftraightened  in  his  circuna- 
jftances,  and  ev^n  conftrained  to  go  in  debt/a^rfopic 
of  the  neceflaries  of  life.     This  laid  heavy  upon  him, 
sind  would  often  thruft  itfelf  into  his  mind  when  ho 
was  in  the  pulpit.    He  had  fcyeral  c^ers  from  otl^er 
churches  of  an  advantageous  nature  if  he  would  have 
left  his  people,  but  he  could  not  reconcile  his  mind 
to  fuch  a  ilep ;  he  therefore  went  on  till  h^s  debt  to 
the  butcher,  baker,  taylor,  and  grocer,  amounted  tQ 
fifteen  pounds,  when  he  was  ready  to  fink  under  it : 
none  knew  the  whole  of  his  fituation,  but  his  wife 
and  himfelf.     One  day,   after   much  perplexity  of 
mind,   he  heartily  committed  his  cafe   to  God  in 
pjayer.     Soon  after,  a  letter  came  from  London  with 
a  draught  for  fifteen  pounds ^  being  the  legacy  of  the 
late  worthy  Mrs.  Abney,  who  had  left  part  of  her 
property  to  be  diftributed  in  fmall  fums,  to  minifters 
of  good  cl^ac^er,  in  low  circumftances.     Thus  Pro-. 
Yidence  fliewed  tb^j^he  knew  how  to  deliver  the  godly 
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out  of  trial,  by  fending  the  exaft  fum,  which  the  poor 
man  wanted,  and  from  a  hand  that  could  not  be  privy 
to  his  neceffities.  The  minifter  continued  to  labour 
at  the  fame  place  feveral  years  afterwards  with  con- 
iidcrable  fucccfi,  and  was  often  heard  to  ufe  this  fay- 
ing, ^  While  God  finds  me  work,  he  will  find  mo 
wages', 

EPICTETUS, 

Sir, 
If  the  following  is  confiftent  with  your  plan,  by  giv- 
ing it  a  place  in  your  ufcfiil  MifccUany,  you  will 
oblige.  Tour's,  &c. 

CLIO. 

EPICTETUS,  a  ftoic  philofopher,  of  Hierapolis, 
in  Phrygia,  was  the  flave  of  one  Epaphroditus. 
The  philofopher  appeared  free  in  his  flaveiy,  and  his 
maftcr  a  Have,  or  at  leaft  worthy  of  the  place.— 
Epidletus,  with  a  little  and  ill-formed  body,  poflefled 
a  great  and  vigorous  foul.     One  day,  when  his  mafter 
ftruck  him  on  the  leg,  he  coldly  advifed  him  not  to 
break  it.     The  barbarous  wretch  redoubled  the  bl#w 
with  fuch  force,  that  he  broke  the  bone,     the  fagc 
replied  without  emotion,  **  Did  not  I  tell  you,  you 
would  break  it  ?'*    Domitian  baniflied  EpiAetus  firom 
Rome ;  but  he  returned  after  the  death  of  this  Em- 
peror, and  was  much  relpedled  there.     Adrian  loved 
and  efteemed  him.     Marcus  Aurelius  made  much  of 
bim,    Anian,  his  difciple,  has  publiihed  four  books 
Rr4  of 


pf  difcpurfi:^  he  heard  his  maftcr  deliver.    This   is 
th^  woA  wc  have,  intitled  Enchiridion  or  Manuel; 
The  morality  of  this  book  is  worthy  of  a  Cbriftian« 
Man  was  not  permitted  to  go  further  with  the  mere 
light  of  Paganifm.     Saint  Auguftin^  and  fome  of  th^ 
greatefl  ^iots^  have  read  it  with  pleafure ;   and  tbc 
greateft  libertines  with  profit.  This  flave  had  the  foul 
of  a  fage,  always  content  even  in  flavcry     ^^.I  as» 
(faid  he)  in  the  place  where  Providence  would  have 
me  be,  if  I  complain  it  will  offend  him."     Epi^etus 
maintained  as  ftrongly  as,  the  Stoics^  the  immortality 
of  the  foul.     The  following  is  the  prayer  he  dcfired 
to  make,  when  dying ;   it  is  extra6led  from  Arrian. 
^^  Lord,  have  I  violiated  thy  commandments  ?  have 
^yi  abufed  the  prefents  thou  haft  made  me  >  h^vc  I 
^^  not  fubmittcd  my  fcnfes,  my  vows,  and  my  opi- 
*^  nions  to  thee  ?  have  I  ever  complained  of  thee  ? 
^^  have  I  accufed  thy  Providence  i  I  hav«  been  fickj 
^^  becaufe  it  was  thy  pleafure,  and  it  was  alfo  mine* 
^^  I  have  been  poor,  becaufe  it  was  thy  pleafure,  and 
^^  I  have  been  content  with  my  poverty.     I  have  been 
^^  ^n  a  mean  fituation  in  life,  becaufe  it  was  tiby  will, 
^^  and  I  have  never  defirpd  to  leave  it     Haft  thou 
'*  ever  fcen  mc  uphappy  at  my  lot  ?     Haft  thou  fur- 
*^  prifcd  me  murmuring  or  deje6led  ?  I  am  ftill  Heady 
"  tQ  fuffer  all  thou  (halt  plcafe  to  command  me.  The 
^*  leaft  fignal  on  thy  part,  is  for  me  an  invincible  otder. 
^  It  is  thy  will,  that  I  fhould  have  this  magnificent 
^^  fpc<5lacie ;  I  quit  it^  find  return  thee  «  thouland 

^^  humble 
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^^  humble  thanks,  thou  haft  ddgned  to  admit  me  in  it, 
^*  to  behold  thy  works,  and  view  the  admirable  order 
*^>  with  which  thou  governcft  this  univerie." 

Tranflatcd  from  /^  Nouveau  Didionnairc  Hifto- 
lique,  torn.  3.  p.  449."  Was  this  an  Heathen  ? 
Blu(h!  ChriftiansI  blufh  I  *^  Ye  little  ftars  hide  your 
diminifhed  rays." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  IM'verfallfi's  MifceUaty^ 
Sir, 
Jjaft  laaoirth  I  fent  you  a  {qw  thoughts  on  Faith :  Ji 
have  now  fent  you  a  few  more  on  that  fubjefl, 
from  James  ii.  17.  Faith  without  works  is  dead^ 
being  alone.  If  you  think  proper,  you  may  iniert 
them  in  your  Magazine, 

HAVING,  at  different  times,  had  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  moft  of  the  religious  fentiments* 
now  maintained  in,  and  about  this  great  city,  and  after 
hearing  with  aftoniftiment  each  religious  character 
anathematize  his  opponent,  for  not  feeing  with  the 
fame  eyes  as  himfelf;  I  htive  often  thought  it  might 
induce  fome  ferious  minds  to  think,  if  there  be  any 
fuch  thing  as  religion  in  the  world,  it  muft  confift  in 
a  certain  fet  of  opinions  in  the  head  ;  but  what  thefe 
opinions  are  which  conftitute  the  Chriftian^  rauft  fur- 
pafs  the  wifdom  of  a  Solomon  to  find  out :  te  long 
as  each  leader  is  condemning  his  opponent  as  a 
heretic,  for  not  thinking  the  fame  as  hijnfelf.  But 
if  religion  (hould  be  found  to  dwell  in  the  breaft,  in- 

ftead 
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flea4  of  the  brain,  and  it  can  be  proved  that  the  dii^ 
ppfition  of  the  heart,  inilead  of  the  head,  conftitute 
the  faint ;  then,  we  may  eafily  difcem,  without  the 
eagle's  eye,  that  fuch  men  are  not  in  the  right,  but 
the  wrong  way  ;  for  if  an  orthodox  head  be  joined  to 
ap  heterodox  heart,  it  will  aifimilate  more  of  the 
friend  than  the  faithful.  But  our  Saviour  bids  us 
imitate  his  humility,  not  his  knowledge.  It  is  the 
meek  ^md  lowly  in  heart  finds  that  reft  which  alone 
conftitutes  the  Chriftian.  Not  the  infallible  zealot 
who,  with  all  the  confequence  of  a  Pope,  condemns 
bis  opponents  for  not  digefting  that,  which  he  by 
violence,  is  ftriving  to  cram  down  his  throat.  No, 
but  the  diffident,  he  which  proves  his  fenfe,  by  fear- 
ing his  foibles,  and  his  religion,  by  a  jealoufy  over 
himfdf.  This  man  ftimds  in  wifdom's  ways  and 
learns  the  leilbns  of  his  Maker,  while  the  dogmatical 
iiges  are  like  a  company  of  jackdaws  round  a  ftceple, 
much  noife  but  little  muiic, 

*Tis  not  the  night  on  which  Aurora  ridei , 

Nor  light,  that  blooms  the  rofe  and  paints  her  fides  ; 

No  lucid  ray  can  cloath  the  leaflefs  thorn. 

Nor  fan  the  fulnefs  of  the  blooming  lawn  ^ 

But  genial  heat  the  comely  lily  blows. 

And  vivid  fire  adds  luftre  to  the  rofe ; 

But  knowledge  in  the  faint  no  heat  can  bring, 

*Tis  life  alone  adds  vigour  to  the  wing : 

If  light's  religion  without  Vital  heat, 

Knowing's  the  whole ;  but  Satan  is  the  faint. 

J.W, 

A  Dialogue* 
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A  DIALOGUE, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Univerfali/Fs  MffceJIany. 


BBAR  SIR9 


The  following  Di^Iogiie  is  fit  your  fervice,  to  ipfcrt 
.  in  yQur  Mifcellany,  or  rgefl,  which  you  fee  moft 
-   meet. 

ON  the  1  Ith  day  of  laft  June,  I  he^rd  a  fermon 
preached  by  Mr.  Rofc,  of  Tenterden,  Kent,  a 
Methodift  preacher ;  the  place  was  Ewhurft-gre^n, 
in  Suflex,  lu  bis  fermon  he  dropt  the  three  following 
paflages :  ift.  That  man  had  an  immortal  foul,  even 
the  breath  of  God  within  him.  2dly.  That  man  was 
crjs^tpd  for  a  npble  defign,  that  of  happinefs ;  and 
3dly,  That  there  was  no  hope  for  the  wicked  in  Hell. 
When  his  ^fcourfe  was  ended,  I  begged  the  favour 
of  him  to  anfwer  me  a  few  queftions,  which  he  very 
readily  agreed  to  do.  I  firft  aiked  him,  if  God 
breathed  into  man  the  breath  of  life,  and  Whether  that 
was  a  part  of  himfelf  ?  He  anfwered  it  was.  I  then 
afked  whether  God  would  fufFcr  that  part  of  himfelf 
to  be  endlefsly  damned  ?  He  replied  I  cannot  tell. 
I  then  laid,  if  God  created  all  mankind  for  happineft 
can  his  will  be  fruftrated  ?  He  anfwered  no ;  but  that 
fin  fruftrated  the  creature.  I  then  faid,  that  Chrift 
came  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  that  he 
would  purfue  them  to  their  Uft  retreat.  After  a  fhort 
paufe,  he  faid,  that  he  hoped  fo  to.  Now,  Sir,  a  man 
may  wifh  for  a  thing  and  not  have  it,  but  he  cannot 
hope  for  any  thing  without  fome  foundation  to  build 

upon ; 
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upon  ;  therefore  Mr.  Rofe*s  hop6  muft  be  diametrT— 
cally  oppofile  to  that  doctrine  which  he  inculcates 
from  the  pulpit. 

I  omitted  but  ftifeaftt  to  f^,  ii  Mr.  Rofe  cannot* 
tell  whether  God  would  fuffer  part  of  himfelf  to  bo 
endlcfsly  damned,  why  {hould  he  preach  to  a  congre-- 
gation  on  endlefs  damnation.   Some  of  tfie  iVf  ethodi& 
preachers  difapprove  my  condu^  bccaufe  I  addrefle^    , 
kim  before  his  audience.  I  conclude  with  a  few  lines 
from  Mr.  Wintchefter*8  works,  which  fpeak  very  fbrci-r 
bly,  and  am,  Dbar  Sir, 

Refpe(3fully  your's,  and 
auflbc,^scp.  ,0,        A  well  wifher  to  all  the  Human  Race, 

*^  God  made,  preferves,  and  will  refiore, 
**  And  all  hb  works  {hall  him  adore; 
^*  Reafon  and  revelation  join, 
"  To  prove  this  dodlrine  pore,  divine." 


Letter  to  a  young  Man  concermng  the  Chrlftian  Mmfiry^ 

No.  TOO,  HtundfdUihy  Sepi,  6,  1797. 

I  RECEIVED  both  your  letters  in  due  order,  but 
had  not  opportunity  to  anfwer  them  immediately. 
I  much  commend  your  zeal  in  fo  good  a  caufe  as  that 
of  the  doiftrine  of  God's  univerfal,  and  efficacious  love 
to  his  ruined  creatures.  The  Apoftle  fays,  it  is  well  to 
he  zealoufly  affected  always  in  a.  good  thing ;  but  we 
ought  to  take  heed,  that  our  zeal  and  knowledge  go* 

hand 


liquid  m  hand,  oth«:wifowi^  may  greatly  injure  the 
oauie  we  mean  to  fefvew  As^  your  propofition  of  put- 
ting yourielf  under  my  tuition  for  tiie  public  Miniftry, 
I  wiJl  be  free  ivith  you  on  that  head.  I  think  that 
inuch  itlifchief  haa  been  done  to  Chriftianity  by  hu- 
man learning,  not  that  I  defpife  literature,  for  when 
it  is  ufed  in  fubferviency  to  religion  it  is  of  great  ufe  { 
but  if  you  or  I,  had  all  the  learning  in  the  world,  it 
would  not  make  us  minifters  of  Chrift.  Learning  is 
by  no  means  neceflary  for  a  Chriftian  minifter,  though 
in  fome  cafes  it  may  be  convenient ;  but  it  is  evident, 
that  the  greateft  number  of  laborious  and  ufeful  mi- 
nift^,  of  different  dencnninations  in  England,  are 
unlearned  men.  I  wifh  I  could  fee  a  number  of  good 
men,  plain  in  their  manners,  pure  .in  their  intentions, 
ardent  in  their  love,  ferVent  and  wife  in  their  zeal, 
with  a  happy  mixture  of  boldnefs  and  humility  in 
the  caufe  of  univerfal  love  :  Then,  though  they  had 
no  human  learning,  yet  I  fhould  have  no  doubt  but 
the  truth,  of  God  will  flourifh.  It  is  fuch  men  as 
thefe,  my  friend,  that  our  caufe  fiands  in  need  of;  may 
the  God  of  love  raife  up  many  of  them,  and  may  you 
be  one  of  that  number ;  then  your  chara6ler  will  be 
truly  honourable,  becaufe  it  will  be  truly  ufeful  in  the 
church  of  Chrifl. 

I  think  you  are  ?ww  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  that 

a  fcene  of  ufefulnefs  is  prefcnted  to  you  in  your  pre-- 

Jent  fituation.     You  fay  that  a  few  pcrfons  in  your 

neighbourhood  have  received  the  Univerfal  Dodlrine. 

I  advife 


I  advife  you  to  have  focial  meetings  trith  theirt,  con-' 
verfe  and  pray^  and  feai*ch  the  Script-ures  together^ 
Speak  to  them  freely  ^nd  limply,  whatever  you  know 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift*    Cultivate  the  fpirit  of  love 
among  them,  for  that  is  the  eflence  of  the  Gofpel. 
If  you  thus  ufe  your  talent,  God  will  cncrcafe  it,  and 
your  circle  of  ufefulnefs  will.be  enlarged,  while  your 
gifts  will  grow,  knowledge  will  encrcafe ;  for  to  him 
that  hath  (improved)  more  Ihall  be  given,  and  he  (hall 
have  abundantly.     For  your  encouragement  I  will 
inform  you  that  I  began  my  own  miniftry  in  the 
manner  which  I  have  advifed  you  to,  and  I  have  had 
the  bleffing  of  the  Father  of  mercies  attending  me  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  have  the  profpedl  of  ft  ill 
greater  ufefulnefs  before  me  than  I  ever  had  ;  and  if 
I  do  not  fail  in  humility,  ieal,  and  love,  I  ftiall  yet 
do  more  in  the  caufe  of  God,  than  I  have  ever  done. 
You  will  not  underftand  me  as  though  I  meant  to 
difcourage  your  purfuit  after  learning,   I  mean  no 
fuch  thing;  but  learning  fhould  only  be  a  fecondary 
objeift  with  you,  and  with  every  man  in  your  fitua- 
tion ;  likenefs  to  Chrift,  knowledge  and  obedience 
to  him  are  the  great  things  a  Chriftian  minifter  ought 
to  aim  at.     If  you  enter  heartily  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  walk  fteadily  in  the  path  which  Ero- 
vidence  is  opening  before  you,  I  fliall  then  be  happy 
to  give  you  any  afliftance  in  my  power.     I  will  point 
out  fuch  books  as  will  be  moft  ufeful  to  you,  will 
give  you  a  melhod  of  ftudy,  and  will  be  always  ready 

to 
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to  anfwer  any  queftions  of  a  literary  nature,  which 
fall  within  the  compafs  of  my  knowledge.  May  yoir, 
like  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift,  endure  hardncft, 
aim  not  at  the  charadler  of  the  gentleman  ;  but  do 
the  work  of  an  evangelift;  be  faithful  in  the  little 
which  you  now  have,  and  God  will  greatly  increafe 
it.  Let  me  hear  from  you,  and  tell  me  plainly  how 
you  relifh  my  advice.  I  remain  your*s  in  all  fervice 
in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus. 

WILLIAM  VIDLEIL 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Umverfali/Ts  Mifcellany. 

Sir, 

IN  reading  your  laft  Mifcellany,  I  was  much  llruck 
with  the  following  queftion.  "  Of  what  ufe  is  the 
dodtrine  of  Univerfal  Rcftoration,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
true  ?**  I  mean  not  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the 
very  candid  and  fcriptural  anfwer  given  thereto, 
otherwife,  than  by  afluring  you  that  I  much  approve 
of  it.  My  prefent  bulincfs  is  with  the  queftion  it- 
felf,  which  carrying  a  Calviniftical  complexion,  I 
would  afk  the ,  good  people  of  that  perfuafion, 
"  What  ufe  is  it  for  them  to  deny  it ;  feeing  the  holy 
Scriptures,  from  end  to  end,  fo  frequently,  fo  fully, 
and  fo  glorioufly  confirm  it  ?  Can  it  promote  the  in- 
tercft  of  religion,  of  virtue,  or  morality,  to  make  the 
glorious  attributes  of  the  Divine  Being  to  clafh  the 
I  one 
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fOne  againft  the  other ;  which  mud  inevitably  be  the? 
cafe,  if  fin,  with  all  its  dreadfiil  confequences,  is  not 
ultimately,  utterly  deftroyed  ?     For  inllance^  Gkxl 
is  love,  and  the  moft  glorious  of  his  attributes  is 
niercy,  which  he  has  declared  (hall  rejoice  againft 
judgment;  yet  iay  the  Calvinifts, — His  juftice  is 
fuch  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  endlefs  damnation 
and  mifery  of  millions  of  his  intelligent  creatures^ 
whom  he  formed  for  his  own  glory,  cart  fatisfy  its 
high   and  holy  demands  !  *   Again,  unchangeable- 
nefs  is  an  attribute  which  the  Divine  Being  claims^ 
as  only  belonging  to  himfelf.     "  I  change  not,'*  fays 
Jehovah  !  "  Therefore  the  fons  of  Jacob  are  not  con- 
fumed  ?" — ^Yet  fay  the  Calvinifts,  although  God  did 
love  the  human  nature  in  its  ftate  of  innocence,  he 
loves  now  only  thofe  who  do  ox  Jhall  hereafter  believe 
on  his  Son,  all  whofe  names  are  written  in  his  book 
of  life,  (hall  certainly  have  an  efFe<5lual  call  in  his 
own  good  time ;  however  vile  and  -abominable  they 
)nay  be,  or  have  been,  nothing  can  pdffibly  fruftrate 
the  purpofes  of  his  divine  eledling  love  and  ^Gt. 
Thofe,  they  fay,  are  the  only  perfons  for  whom  Cbrift 
died  ! ! ! — ^yct  own  that  their  numbers,  compared  with 

the  reft  of  mankind,  are  no  more  than  as  a  handfiil 

• 

♦  Divine  juftlcc,  fay  they,  muft  be  fatisfied,  but  if  thcif 
hypothefis  be  true,  infinite  wifdom  muft  defeat  its  own  pur« 
pofcs,  for  if  the  punifhment  of  the  wicked  be  endlefs,  divine 
juftice  will  ever  htfutlfymgy  but  never  fatisfied. 

of 


f)f  com  compared  with  the  whole  harveft.  But  for 
the  reft  fey  they,  God  has  ndther  love,  mercy,  or 
pi^;  that  (in  has  fo  farfeparated  them. from  their 
Gody  that  he  is  angry  with  them  every  day,— rthat  he 
has  whet  his  fword, — ^that  he  has  bent  his  bQW,-rr-that 
he  has  filled  all  his  vials  with  his  fierceft  wrath,  which 
he  will  flill  be  pouring  out  on  their  naked  bodies  and 
fouls,  throughout  the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity  ! 

O  dreadful  news  !  What  ear  can  hear  it  without 
tingling  !  What  heart  contemplate  it  without  break- 
ing !  Truly,  Sir,  the  thought  ajpne  moves  all  my 
bowels  within  n)e.  And  has  the  God  of  love  lefs 
compaflion  than  I  have  ?  *  Tis  blafphemy.  Has  the 
dear  Saviour^  whofe  love  to  loft  man,  brought  him 
from  his  throne  of  glory,  to  the  crofs  of  Calvary ; 
lefs  love,  lefs  bowels  of  mercy  and  pity  than  I  have  I 
*Tis  blafphemy  even  to  think  it.  Oh,  Sir,  I  feel  my- 
felf  fhocked  when  I  hear  men,  whofe  mouths  feem 
filled  with  praifesto  the  Father  ofmer^ies^  for  his  dif- 
tinguifhing  love,  grace,  and  mercy  to  them,  fo  calr 
lous  to  the  horrid  fufTeringj^  of  their  fellow  finners,  as 
to  dilate,  with  great  ingenuity,  and  force  of  imaginairy 
argument,  on  the  various  kinds  of  torture  and  tor^ 
ment,  which,  they  fuppofe,  the  damned  will  endure, 
throughout  an  endlefs  eternity,  and  all  without  th^ 
tribute  of  a  tingle  tear. 

But  is  this  any  part  of;>thc  glad  tidings  of  greait 
joy  to  all  people,  which  the  angel  heralds  proclaimed 
ivith  rapturous  joy,  wl^cn  jhcy  fuq^  *  Qlqry  to  God 

Vol.  I.  Ss  in 
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in  the  higheft^  on  earth  peace  and  good  will  to  man.* 
They  know  that  it  is  not,  though  they  thus  fpeak. 
fliey  know  that  thrift  was  manifcfted  ta  dcllroy  the 
works  of  Satan ;  they  know  that,  he  came  to  favo 
that  which  was  loft — ^to  fubdue  and  reftore  all  things 
to  himfelf— to  put  an  end  to  forrow,  fuffering,  and 
death,  yea,  the  feqond  death,  which  ihall  be  fwallow- 
cd  of  vlftory  ;  fo  that,  finally,  a  long  of  praiie  ihall 
be  put'  into  the  lips  of  every  creature  in  heaven,  in 
earth,  and  under  the  fearth.  I  have  yet  one  more 
queftion  to  put  to  them. — Of  what  ufe  is  your  doc- 
trine of  endlefs  mifery,  which  you  fo  prefer  to  that 
of  God's  everlafting  univerial  love  ? — ^You  will  lay, 
~-jt  puts  a  bridle  on  the  neck  of  men's  lufts — take 
this  away  and  men  will  fin  without  fear  or  controul, 
and  never  think  rf  heaven  or  hell.  I  alk,  how  dare 
you  put  the  terrors  g(  hdl  in  competition  with  the 
abounding  unbounded  mercy  of  God  ? — ^With  the 
dear  dying  love,  of  a  precious  crucified  Saviour,  who 
is  now  daily  interceding  and  pleading  for  and  with 
man,  to.  be  reconciled  to  God  through  his  own  moft 
precious  blood  ?  Is  the  former  more  grateful  to  your 
cars  and  hearts  than  the  latter  ?  Has  terror  a  greater 
influence  to  curb  your  own  pnde,  covetoufneft,  &c, 
than  the  unfpeakable  love  of  Chrift  ?  I  know  you 
dare  not  fay  it,  although  you  never  ceafe  to  enforce 
it  on  the  coniciences  of  others.  But  if  this  tenet  is 
fo  very  important  a  branch  of  your  do6lrine,  why  has 
ft  not  a  .much'  greater  efFe6l  ?  Sure  I  am  that,  love 

has 
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lias  ccmquered  its  fhoufand^  where  terror  has  Its  tens. 
But  the  truth  is,  it  is  not  credited  by  any  one  that 
is  not  in  or  on  the  borders  of  dgiJpaSr,  and  then  it  is 
nn  effectual  bar  to  the  fouFs  coming  to  Cbrift  for  lific^ 
Yes,  you  vrill  fay,  we  all  believe  that  the  impetiitently 
guilty,  dying  fu^h,  (hall  be  endlefsly  miferable.-^-Do 
you  (b  ;-««-tben  how  is  it  that  you  have  a  moment^s 
pea«e  ?  Why  are  not  your  foujs  harrowed  up  with 
the  thoughts  of  the  dreadful  fituation  of  your  ftub-* 
bom  rebellious  fons~your  proud,  vain,  and  worldly 
&fhionable  daughters,  whoieem  to  fubftitute  a  roun() 
of  bodily  fervices  for  the  whole  of  Chriftian  duties* 
Ah !  Sirs,  were  all  your  fons  and  daughters,  with 
the  reft  of  your  near  or  more  diftant  relations,  humble^ 
holy,  and  fpiritual ;  yet  the  thought  of  the  mifery  of 
millions  of  others,  your  brethren  and  kinsfolks  ^o 
cording  to  the  flefli,  would  fo  imbitter  your  every  mo-^ 
jnent,  as  to  turn  your  prefent  heaven  into  a  kind  of  hell^ 
But  nothing  of  this  is  feen  or  (out  of  the  pulpit)  even 
heard  !  This  aiRires  me  you  do  not,  cannot  believe  it. 
And  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  it  is  not,  cannot  be  found 
in  or  proved  by  the  word  of  God.  Of  what  ufe  then 
is  the  do6lrine  of  endlefs  mifery  ?  Truly  it  is  of  np 
pther  ufe,  than  to  diftrefs  humble  fouls,  create  Deifts^ 
and  give  others  the  moft  horrible  ideas  of  the  doc- 
trine of  theGofpel  of  th^  pver  blefled  Jefus,  and  that, 
^ven  to  the  detailing  of  thpfe  who  hold  them. 

I  might.  Sir,  go  on  to  aik  other  queftions,  but  as 
this  letter  is  of  fufficient  length  for  your  Mifcellany, 

S  8  2  I  (hall 
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I  Ihall  defer  further  thoughts  to  fome  future  oppor^ 
tunity ;  and,  atpfefent,  Ihall  only  add,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  the  univerfal  love  of  God,  and  the  Reftoration 
o(aH  Things y  by  hjs  ever  blefled  Son  Chrift  Jefus^  the 
Lord,  has  been  of  unfpeakabk  ufeton>c.     It  has 
harmonized  all  the  (othierwife)  jarring  founds  of  the 
Goipel  trumpet.    It  has  placed  the  cbara6leF  of  the 
great  God  in  the  mpft  amiable,  the  moft  equitable^ 
and  the  moft  glorious  point  of  view  !  It  proves  tq  me 
that  the  death  of  Chrift  was  propitiatory  for  the  fing 
(not  of  the  eletJlonly,  b^t)  oftl^e  whole  world.  Now, 
I  know  the  meaning  of  thpfe  Scriptures,  *  which  fay,  . 
that  He  (Chrift)  tafte4  death  for  every  mauT— that 
he  gave  his  life  a  raqfom  for  all>  to  be  teftified  in  due^ 
time.    All  this  wopdprful  work  of  divine  love,  to  the 
utmoft  extent  pf  aU  the  blefled  prophecies  and  pnv 
mifes  given  cpncepiing  it,  fliall,  with  the  utmoft  joy 
9nd  gratitude,  be  fepn  with  thp  eyps  of^ 

Sir, 
your's,  in  all  Chriftian  Dutips, 

PHILEMON. 

♦  Whilft  I  remained  in  the  darknefs  of  Calvinifin,  J  w^ 
at  an  utter  lofs  to  know  what  to  make  of  the  above  Scnp- 
ture  ;  and  many  others  of  the  like  import,  which  appeared 
to  me,  not  only  ambiguous,  but  contrary  to  the  true  (enfe  of 
the  other  Scriptures,  but  for  no  other  reafon  that  I  know  of, 
hccaufe  they  were  contrary  to  the  fyftem  of  John  Calvin,* 
whom,  I  was  taugh  to  believe,  was  the  only  true  expounder 
of  the  Scriptures. 

'  To 
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To  the  Edi^  of  the  UniverfaJifFs  MifcelUny. 

MAR  SIR, 

heading  a  lew  dayg  ago  the  8th  volume  of  the  Armi- 
nian  Magazine,  page  211,  of  Eternal  Providence, 
extra6ted  from  a  late  author,  I  was  much  pleafed 
with  the  defcription  of  the  Divine,  charadler,  the 
vtriter  of  that  pieice  ihere  gives,  I  know  riot  how 
far  it  is  confident  with  your  plan,  to  re-publilh  what 
has  been  before  inferted  in  other  periodical  publi- 
cations ;  but  I  venture  to  fend  you  this.    The  fen- 

,  timerits  contained  in  it  are  {o  judicious,  and  fo 
well  corroborated  \>y  abundance  of  Scriptures,  that 
I  think  you  will  be  induced  to  notice  it  in  foirie 
future  number.  T.  C.  A; 

/^  OD.  ^^  A  Being  that  loves  eflentially  all  his  crea- 

^^   *f  tures,  and  ddires  neccflarily  the  happinefs  of 

"  what  he  loves ;  a  Being  that  had  no  other  defign  in 

"  creating,  but  to  make  them  happy  for  ever  in  the 

*'  knowledge  and  love  of  his  boundlefs  perfe6lions ; 

^^  a  Being  that  kiiows,  wills,  and  employs  continudly 

'^  all  the  means  neceflary  to  lead  all  his  intelligent 

*^  creatures,  without  exception,  to  their  ultimate  and 

^^  fupreme  happinefs,  can  never  become  indifferent 

"  about  them,  ceafe  to  intereft  himfelf  in  them,  and 

*^  abandon  them   to   everlaliing   mifery.      He  can 

*^  never  be  delighted  with  their  iraperfe6lions ;  lie 

*^  never  can  take  any  pleafure  in  their  fufFcrings ; 

^^  all  his  punifhments  therefore  muft  be  remedies,  and 

'^  all  his  feverities  falutary  cures." 

Ss3  to 
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Q  UERIES  On  John  L  1>  %  3>  U. 
Tb  7^^  jB^i/o)^  of  the  UnherfaltfTs  Mlfcellany^ 

DEAR   SIR, 

Many  abd  various  have  been  the  opinions  of  men  re- 
fpe<5ling  him  who  is,  in  Scripture,  called  the  Son  of 
God.  Byinferting  the  following  lines  in  your 
Monthly  Magazine,  it,  may  incline  fome  one  or 
other  of  your  readers  .to  return  an  anlwer  to  two  or 
three  queries  therein  contained. 

Your's  fincerely, 

T.F. 

IN  the  iirii  three  6r  four  verfes,  of  the  firft  chapter 
of  the  Gofpel  according  to  St.  John,  we  have 
thefe  words,  **  In  the  beginning  was  the  word,  and  the 
word  was  with  God,  and  the  word  was  God.** — ^'  AH 
things  were  made  by  him  ;  and  without  him  was  not 
any  thing  made  that  was  made.** 

QUERY. 
Who  or  \vhat  arc  we  to  underftand  by  that  objeft, 
J)erfon,  being,  or  thing,  prefented  to  our  view,  by  the 
pronoun  Him  ?  Can  any  thing  lefs  than  proper  Deity 
be  afcribed  unto  him,  feeing  he  made  all  things? 
Yet  it  is  clear  he  is  diftindl  from  him  who  is  the  Far- 
ther, becaufe  He  is  faid  to  be  with  him,  '/^  e.  with 
God  ;  whom  we  call  the  Father.  My  own  judgment 
IS,  that  A^  who  is  called  ihtword^  is  the  real  and  pro-^ 
per  Son  of  God ;  and  that  he  was  the  fon  of  God 
before  he  took  flefli ;  as  I  think  Wfe  (hall  make  appear^ 

Some 


.  ISdme  of  my  firiends^  who  are  not  favourable  to  the 
lb6hiiic  of  the  Trinity^  and  diftihft  perfonality  hi 
the  Godhead^  think  tiiat  by  tiie  fForJ^  we  are  not  to 
conceive  any  thing  like  a  diftin^  objedt  from  that 
which  he  is  iaid  to  be  with ;  that  we  ihould  view  it 
M  We  do  the  word  Wlfilom^  in  Prov.  viii.  where  we 
find  the  word  Wifdom  promifed^  and  reprefented  as 
rejoickgy  delighting,  being  brought  up  with,  &c.  To 
&y  nothing)  whether  or  not,  this  may  not  be  the  very 
fame  objeft  as  the  Logos  or  fFord,  in  the  pai&ge  be^ 
&re  m ;  I  cannot  agree  to  that  nxxie  of  reafoning* 
For  although  it  is  true^  that  the  Moft  High^  in  and 
by  wifdom^  laid  the  foundation  of  llie  earthy  and 
ere^ed  the  whole  univerfe,  and.  the  poor  nmn  by  hk 
wiiUom,  iaved  the  little  city,  as  mentioned  by  Solo-* 
mon,  yet  it  would  found  ftrangeand  uncommon  to 
fay  wifdom  created  the  world.  Yet  he  who  is  called 
the  fford  did  make  all  things* 

In  the  14th  verfe,  of  this  firft  of  John,  we  read 
that,  "The  Word  was  made  flefli,  &c/*  Q\iery; 
Who  or  what,  obje<ft,  perfon,  being  or  thing,  was 
that  which  was  made  flefli  ?  Was  it  not  the  Son  of 
God  ?  Let  us  take  a  deliberate  view  of  the  words, 
and  I  think  we  fliall  very  ealily  perceive  the  Logos  or 
frord;,  is  the  governing  word  in  the  whole  verfc ;  ancj 
that  fevcral  things  are  predided  of  hira.  "  The 
Word  was  made  flefti,"  if  fo,  then  he  muft  have  pre- 
cxifted,  or  been  before  he  was  fo  made ;  othirv^ife  I 
S  s  4  cannot 
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cannot  make  fenfe  of  the  word.  Being  made  flefh^ 
Hsy  the  Word^  then,  in  that  mode,  dvaeU  among  t£$^ 
0nd  ijQe  behold  his  glory ,  viz.  the  gflorjr  of  the  L€>g08 
or  Word,  now  made  flefli,  and  dwelling  among  us* 
It  is  added,  "  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father,  &c.**  Now,  if  the  word  Logos,  called  the 
0yord^  be  that  which  governs  the  whole  of  all  the 
liiffeent  parts  of  the  verfe,  which  feems  to  be  the  cafe,  • 
then  isj  evident^  that  it  was  the  Son  of  God  who  was 
made  flefli. 

.  That  there  is  a  pluralil}'  in  the  Godhead  Ife  evident^ 
I  think,  beyotMi  all  modeft  contradi6lion,  both  from 
the  plural  word  Elohim,  rendered  God,  and  alfo  from 
the  mode  of  expreffion  made  ufe  of  in  the  Sacred 
Oracles-  How  elfe  muft  We  underftaftd  fuch  like 
fentences  as  thefe  ?  *^  God  faid  let  US  make  man 
in  OUR  image,  and  after  OUR  likenefs."  and, 
^^  Behold  the  man  is  become  as  ONE  of  US."  Do  not 
fuch  words,  \vith  others  of  fimilar  import,  ftrongly 
imply  a  plurality  ?  For  want  of  a  more  proper  ex^ 
preffion,  I  fometimes  have  made  ufe  of  the  word 
perfonality  or  perfonalities*  If  any  man  can  point 
out  a  more  proper  word,  I  will  adopt  it. 

Having  faid  what  I  principally  had  in  view,  I  fub- 
mit  it  to  any  who  may  read  it,  for  them  to  make  fuch 
remarks  and  improvements  they  may  fee  proper ;  for 
if  the  truth  be  but  brought  to  light  and  enjoyed,  I 
am  happy. 

Tour's  fincercly,  • 

Sutton  St.  Mary,  rp   p 

Aug.  5,  1797.  •■-•*• 
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QUESTION  ON  INFINITE  POWER. 

DID  the  Almighty  ever  perform  a  work  or  opera-^ 
tion  abfoiutely  infinite  ?  o*,  ih  other  words, 
that  which  is  equal  to  ablblute  infinite  power,  exert, 
ing  itfelf  with  all  its  force  ?  or  will  he  in  future  do 
it  ?  and  what  is,  or  will  be  that  work  ? 

'    '  m 

.   Salvation  and  Restoration  distinguished. 

TIE  words  to  Save,  Saviour,  Salvation,  &c.  fo 
much  ufed  in  our  New  Teftament,  convey  not 
the  force  of  the  Grt€\iifozoyfoter^foterla.  In  the  Greek 
Tefl:ament,  1  Tim.  ii.  1 — A.  ver.  3.  for  this  is  good 
and  acceptable  befofe  God,  toufoteros.  Our  reftoref, 
(i.  e.  into  man's  proper  life,  whichi  is  the  Divine  fa- 
vour:  fed  30th  Pfalm  v.  1  John  v.  12,  &c.)  who  will 
that  all  men  (according  to  the  vulgar  tranflation)  be 
faved  ;  (but  according  to  the  Grtok  fat hemi)  be  re- 
covered or  reftored,  and  be  converted  to  the  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  truth.  But  from  this  paflage,  thus 
tranflated  by  the  Greek,  every  abfurdity  vaniflies :  It 
only  affures  us,  that  God  wills  (what  at  prefent  is  not, 
but  by  the  efficacy  of  his  will,  we  doubt  not,  (hall  in 
its  dae  time  be  accomplilhed,  viz.)  that  all  men  fhall 
live,  or  as  in  the  Greek,  Jothenai,  be  recovered,  or 
refl^ored,  and  come  to  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
truth.  It  is  not  laid,  he  wills  that  all  men  fhould  be 
faved  from  the  wrath  appointed  to  fall  upon  the  wick- 
ed in  general :  Scripture,  fpeaks  nothing  of,  is  quite 
filent  as  to  any  fuch  will  in  God  ;  it  fays,  only,  that 

it 
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it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  all  (hall  live,  or  be  re* 
ftituted* 

But  ift.  we  affirm  that  the  wofd  ^  faved/  can  by 
by  no  means  be  a  fit  tranflation  of  the  Greek,  ^^- 
nai,  in  this  pallage ;  becaufe,  what  it  imports  is  fo 
contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  an  Apoftlc,  who  fo  well 
knew  tjifit  all  men  would  not  be  faved,  from  the 
wrath  of  God,  iii.  Col.  6.  which  would  come  upon 
the  children  of  difobedience.  The  Apoftle  John, 
in  a  like  cafe,  fpcaks  thus:  1  John  v.  l6.  ^' If  kny 
^^  man  fee  his  brother  fin  a  fin  which  is  not  unto 
**  death,  he  fhall  afk,  and  he  will  give  him  life,  for 
'^  him  that  finneth  not  unto  death :  there  is  a  fi* 
*^  unto  death,  I  do  not  fay  that  he  fhall  pray  for  it  ;** 
For  God  willeth  not  that  his  people  fhould  pray  in  vain* 
Deut.  iii.  26.  Jer.  vii.  l6.  and  xv.  1.  But  can  it  be 
believed  otherwife,  than,  that  Paul  muft  have  thought 
too,  like  John.  ^To  have  advifed  Timothy  to  pray  font 
what  he  well  knew  never  could  be  ?  Whereas  on  the 
other  hand,  fuppofing  Paul's  direAions  to  Timothy, 
to  have  been,  only  to  recommend  all  men  in  hi^ 
prayers,  to  the  mercy  of  Chrift  Jefus ;  this  was  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  and  a  praying  after  the  mind  of 
God ;  fince  his  will  is  that  all  men  fhaB  be  reftored, 
and  fo  be  delivered  from  a  ftate  of  mifery.  It  is  alfo 
praying  to  fome  purpofe,.  not  only  becaufe  God 
knows  how  to  (how  mercy  to  them  that  perifh,  at 
well  as  to  thofe  that  are  faved ;  .but  alfo  becaufe  he 
has  in  his  eye,  the  real,  though  diftant  reftitution^ 
delivery,  and  quickening  of  all  his  creatures,  having 

1  Tim- 


YitB  XJKIVliiRSALIST^S  MlSCfiLLAxV^  411 

I  Tim.  ii»  6.  given  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all,  to  be  tef* 
tified  in  due  time,  to  marturion  kairoift  idiots. 

But  2dlj.  It  being  evident,  that  Paul  could  not 
order  Timolliy  to  pray  that  all  men  might  be  faved  ; 
we  will  examine  what  he  muft  have  advifed  Timothy 
to,  in  the  word  foihenai^  and  this  will  appear  in  the 
following  texts,  where  the  wotAs  fo%afozomaimxiSt 
evidently  intend,  what  is  very  different  from  the 
meaning  of  our  Englifh  words,  to  five,  to  be  faved, 
as  that  word  is  ufually  underftood  by  us.  Mat.  ix. 
21,  22.  "  And  the  woman  (with  the  ifliie  of  blood) 
faid  within  hericlf,  if  I  may  but  touch  his  garment 
Jothefomai,  I  ihall  be  (not  faved,  but)  reftorcd  to 
health ;  and  the  woman  efothe,  (was  not  feved,  but) 
reftored  to  health  from  that  hour.  Marie  v.  21,  22, 
23.  And  Jairus  befought  him  greatly,  faying,  I  pray 
thee  lay  thy  hand  upon  her,  ofosfothe^  that  fhe  (his 
daughter)  might  (not  be  faved,  but)  be  reftored  to 
health.  Mark  vi.  56.  And  as  many  as  touched 
him,  efizorUOy  were  recovered  to  health.  A6ls  xiv.  p. 
And  Paul  perceiving  that  he  had  idM^^fothenai^  to  be 
reftored  to  health,  laid,  &c.  fee  alfo  Luke  viii.  36.  and 
xviii.  42.  A6ls  iv.  Q.  James  v.  15. 

.  Hence  then  let  us  take  our  notion  of  the  words 
fazofozomm^  when  applied  to  the  following  texts.  1  Ti-^ 
mbthy  xi.  4.  Who  wills  that  all  men  (hould  be  (not 
faved  from  the  wrath  prepared),  but  be  reftorcd  to 
health,  and  come  to  the  acknowledgement  of  tho 
truth.    John  iii.  17.    God  fent  his  Son  into  the 

world. 
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world,  that  the  world  through  him  might  be,  {hoi 
faved  from  wrath)  but  be  reftored  to  health  ;  inaJothS 
0  kojhtos  di  auiou.   1  Tim;  iv.  lo.  Whd  is  iht^fotery  re- 
ftorer  of  all  men,  efpecially  of  the  faithful,  becaufe  hg 
(faves  them  even  from  the  wrath  prepared),  l  Jobri 
'  iv.  14.   We  do  teftify  that  the  Father  lent  the  Son  to 
ht^fotera  tou  kofmouy  the  Reftorer  of  the  world,  not- 
Vithftanding  its  previous  doom  to  the  aeonian  fire. 
So  again,  John  iv.  42.     This  is  indeed  the  Reftorer  of 
Hie  worlds  the  Chrift,  dlethosfote  tou  kofmoU  o  Chrlftos^ 
i.  e.  becaufe  the  world's  recovery  6r  reftoration,  wiir 
be  its  laft  relburce  in  Chrift,  therefore,  is  our  Lord 
thus  called  its  Reftorer. 

A  critical  obferver  will,  I  think,  find  the  words, 
(ozofozomaiy  when  fpoken  with  reference  to  a  ftate 
of  evil,  or  danger,  into  which  a  man  is  fallen,  to  fig- 
nify  to  deliver,  torefcue;  So  Mat.  xxvii.  42.    He, 
efozen^  delivered  others,  can  he  not  deliver  (fozaij 
himfelf  ?    But  when  fpoken  in  reference  to  a  ftate  of 
h'appinefs,   or  blcffing  loft,  or  from  which  man  is 
fallen ;  it  fignifies,  to  reftore,  or.  recover ;  fo  Luke 
xix.    1 0.     The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  feek,  and 
(fofai  to  apololos)  to  recover   that  which  was  loft.^ 
So  that,  though  in  Englifh,  we  fay,  a  man  is  deliver- 
out  of  a  ftate  of  danger  or  mifery,  and  that  he  is  re- 
ftored into  a  ftate  of  fccurity  or  happinefs ;  yet  in 
Greek,  the  fame  word  ferves  both  purpofes.     But  I 
no  where  find  that  the  verb  (fozo^)  imports  the  fame 
with  the  verb  (tereo.J  When  the  Greeks  would  fignify, 

to 
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to  feve,  prefervc,  to  keep  from  mifchief,  they  ufed: 
the  verb  (tereo).   So  xvii.  John  15.     Ipray  not  that 
thou  fhouldeft  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that 
thou  (houideft  faye,  preferye,  pr   fecure  them,  ina 
terefes  autous,  from  the  evil  one.    iii.  Rev.    10.     J 
will  preferve,  fecure,  or  fave  thee  from  the  hour  of 
temptation,  which  fhall  come  upon  all  the  world  to' 
try  thpm,  Jufle  1.    Jude,  the  fervant  of  Jefps  Chrift 
to  be  fandlified  by  God  the  Father ;  preferved,  fe- 
purcd,  faved  teferemenoisy  in  Jefus  Chrift,  &c.   1  Thefll 
V.  23.      I  pray  God,  your  whole   fpirit,  foul   and' 
body,  be  preferved,  fec)Jfred,  faved,  tefetheiey  blamelefs, 
unto  the  coming  ofthp  I/)rd.     And  thus  it  is  alfo 
faid  of  worldly  treafures ;  as  xi.  John  10.    But  thou 
haft  preferved,  fecured,  or  faved,  teterekas^  the  good 
wine  uptil  now* 

The  above  is  a  quotation  from  letters  on  Uni- 
vprfal  Reftitution,  by  George  Stonchoufe,  M.  A. 
late  Vicar  of  Iflington,  page  138.  The  defign  of  it 
is  to  {hew  the  difference  of  the  difpenfations  ofT^r/r/z- 
tion  and  reftoratiotiy  which  by  fome  are  confounded 
tpgether ;  but  the  Scriptures  diftinguifti  thefe,  and 
rcprefent  that  the  faved  fhall  not  come  into  con- 
demnation ;  fhall  have  part  in  the  Jirji  refurredion  ; 
fhall  reign  in  life,  with  Chrift ;  (hall  be  priefls,  or 
|[^mmunicators  of  divine  grace  to  all  others,  having 
received  abundance  of  grace  for  that  purpofe.  Where- 
as the  refiored  will  be  condemned,  .caft  into  the  lake, 
apd  be  fubjeA  to  the  age  of  judgment;    and  until 

fubducd 
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fubdued  they  fliali  not  fee  the  light.  What  dilw 
gence  then  ought  we  all  to  give,  that  we  may  efcape 
all  thofe  things  which  are  coming  upon  the  wicked, 
and  be  found  worthy  to  iland  before  the  Son  of 
Man,  W.V. 


RULE  FOR  UNDERSTANDING  Tm  WORD, 
j4LL,  in  SCRIPTURE. 

IT  is  well  known  that  the  word  al!^  as  it  occurs 
in  the  Scriptures  admits  various  acceptations^ 
Sometimes  it  means  literally  and  mathematically,  th^ 
vohoh,  without  any  exception  ;  at  other  times  only  a 
party  and  fometimes  only  a  Jmall  fart.  Thefe  diA 
ferent  ufcs  of  it  have  contributed  much  to  fuj^xnrt 
the  controverfy,  which  has  long  exifted  concerning 
the  extent  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  Chriftians  on 
both  fides,  have  argued  with  apparent  force,  altera 
nately  infifting  on  the  reftri6ted  or  unlimited  fenfc  of 
the  word.  Could  a  certain  rule  be  found  in  the 
Scriptures  thcmfelvcs,  to  determine  always  how  we 
are  to  underftand  it,  much  difpute  would  be  avoid-* 
ed,  and  the  controverfy  relative  to  the  extent  of  the 
death  of  Chrift  would  be  fettled  ;  and  by  the  fame 
rule,  the  dodlrine  of  the  Rejloration  might  be  proved 
to  be  true  or  falfe.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
tlie  Scriptures  do  afford  fufficient  ground  for  fuch  a 
rule :  for  it  is  contended  that  the  bible  is  a  flam, 

bo(A, 
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took,  and  eafy  to  be  undcrftoof  ^     ^  I 

and  precepts,  by  every  honeft  $  ^      "^  \ 

it.  Let  the  following  rule  ther/ 
viz.  That  whenever  we  meet  ' 
conne<ftion  with  any  point  ( 
means  literally  and  mathematically  the  whole,  incmv*^ 
ing  all  its  parts ;  but  where  it  is  ufed  hijiorically,  it 
frequently  admits  of  hyperbole.  This  ufe  of  the  word 
is  confiftent  with  common  fenfe  and  common  ufage. 
If  any  man  can  find  ^Jingle  exception  to  this  rule  in 
the  whole  bible,  he  is  invited  to  make  it  known. 
To  illuftrate  this  ruJe,  confider  Heb.  ii.  8.  For  in  that 
he  put  all  in  JubjeiHon  under  him,  he  left  nothmg 
that  is  not  put  under  him.  And  alfo  1  Cor.  xiv. 
27.  For  he  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet.  But 
when  he  faith  all  things  are  put  under  him,  it  is  mani^ 
fejl  that  he,  only,  is  excepted 'which  did  put  all  things 
ufider  Urn.  In  thefe  paflages  the  Apoillc  gives  in-, 
ftances  of  the  word  being  taken  in  its  fuUeft  lati- 
tude, when  conne6led  with  do6tnnes.  When  we  meet 
with  it  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Chrift  for  men,  the 
iame  extenfive  fenfe  of  the  word  is  heceflarily  under- 
Hood  as  Ifai.  liii.  6.  The  Lord  hath  laid  en  him  the 
iniquity  of  us  all.  The  prophet  had  been  faying> 
all  we  like  Jkeep  have  goru  aftray :  we  have  turned 
every  one  to  his  own  way.  It  is  evident  that  he  here 
defcribcs  the  whole  human  race ;  for  we  have  all  fin- 
ned and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God ;  fo  that  be 
aflerts,  that,  all,  who  have  gone  aftray,  have  had 

their 
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{xj^r  iniquities  laid  upon  Chrift.     This  can  never  be 
y^fproved,  unlefs  it  can  be  fhewed  that  fome  men 
/  have-not  finned ;  which  would  be  an  exprefs  contra- 
di^lion  both  to  Scripture  and  experience. 

In  biftprical  paflages,  it  is  different,  as  in  Matt.  iii. 
5,  6.  Then  went  out  to  him  Jerufalem^  and  all  Judea^ 
and  all  the  region  round  about  Jordan,  and  were  hap-- 
fized  of  him  in  Jordan.  Here,  we  mufl  underfland 
only  a  part  of  Jerufalem,  &c.  For  we  are  elfewhcre 
told,  that  the  Scribes  and  Pharjfees  rejefted  John's 
baptifm. 

But  we  are  no  where  told  of  any  for  whom  Qirifl 
did  n&t  die ;  nor  any  where  told  of  any  who  are  not 
given  to  hira,  &c.  It  is  prefumed  therefore,  that  the 
above  rule  is  ftri<5lly  true,  and  if  kept  in  view,  ia 
reading  the  Scriptures,  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  feri- 
ous  inquirers  after  truth.  W.  V. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  JOURNAL  OP 
LAVATER. 

I  WAS  quite  alone  in  the  evening,  and  felt  ibme 
inclination  to  devotion,  I  began  to  fuig  hymns. 

How  often  docs  my  heart  complain »  &c» 
When  once  the  triais  of  this  life,  &c. 

My  mind  was  very  much  afFe6led,  and  my  filent  joy 
rofe  by  degrees  to  a  real  rapture.  One  tear  of  joy 
followed  the  other ;  I  became  fb  unfpcakably  happy, 
that  I  funk  down  upon  my  fece,  forgetting  every  thing 

■  around 
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around  me,  and  feeling  only  the  prefence  of  God.  I 
was  fenfible  pf  my  great  weaknefs,  my  want  of  merit, 
my  nothing,  and  O  God  how  unfpeakably  did  I  per-  " 
ceive  thy  greatnefs,  thou  fource  of  life  !  Gkxi,  all  in 
all !  I  prayed  with  a  fervor  fo  powerful,  penetrating, 
and  confiding  in  God,  with  fuch  a  humility,  devo- 
tion, warmth  of  joyfiilnefs,  that  I  fancied  to  be  tranf- 
lated  to  a  new  and  better  world.  Several  do6lrines 
and  paflages  of  the  New  Teftament  made  an  unutter- 
able impreflion  upon  me;  but  I  was  particularly 
ftruck  by  the  words :  *^  in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being."  Here  !  here !  where  I  am 
praying,  the  infinite  God  is  prefent !  My  Creator  ! 
(O  what  ftrong  and  powerful  fenfations  roufes  this 
word.  Creator,  within  my  breaft  !)  my  Creator  is  here  ! 
the  Spirit  of  fpirits  who  lives  from  eternity  to  eternity, 
the  Creator  of  all  the  numberlefs  worlds.  He  who 
converfed  with  Mofes,  and  Abraham  and  Ifaiah,  with 
St.  Paul  and  John,  the  father  of  all,  he  whofe  breath 
I  ami — my—^my  Creator  1  O  !  how  many  thoufand 
times  have  I  forgot  thee  (thou  father  in  conceal- 
ment !)  Omniprefent !  Invifible  1  My  prayers  encom- 
pailed  all  human  kind,  all  the  inmates  of  my  houfe, 
friends,  fellow  citizens,  enemies,  all  Chrifiians,  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  the  objeAs  of  it ;  I 
penetrated  to  the  moft  diftant  feas,  into  the  deepefl 
mines,  dungeons  ;  I  included  the  whole  human  race 
— prefent  and  future  times  and  nations — infants  in 
their  mother's  womb— deceafed — damned — ^yea — Sa- 
Vol.  I.  T  t  tan 
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tan  himfelf.  I  prayed  for  all  to  the  infinite,  who  ia 
prefent  every  where  ;  prayed  with  the  mpft  afFe&ion- 
ate  love,  and  with  the  deepcft  fenfe  of  my  nothing- 
nefs,  fhedding  a  ftream  of  melting  tears  of  love  and 
joy.  I  fupplicated  him  to  have  mercy  on  all  in  all 
eternity.  *^  Thou  art  love,  yes,  thou  art  love  ;  and 
thou  haft  extended  thy  mercy  to  the  moft  unworthy 
of  all.  Father  of  all !  Creator  of  all !  Love,  eternal 
love !  extend  foon  thy  mercy  to  all !"  This,  and  far 
more  than  I  can  defcribe  I  felt ;  but  then  I  was  alfo 
repeatedly  feized  with  a  fecret  dread,  and  an  obfcure 
apprchcnfion,  that  this  happy  fituation  of  mind  would 
foon  pafs  away,  and  that  I  fhould  relapfe  again  into 
my  former  infenfibility. 

This  too,  forced  fervent  fighs  to  God,  fix)m  my 
bofom,  and  I  befought  hini  with  tears  always  to  keep 
me  firm  in  fentiments,  which  will  enable  me  to  look 
joyfully  back  on  this  hour.  I  am  well  aware,  that  if 
I  fhould  communicate  this  happy  fituation  to  any 
perfon,  the  firft  word,  or  the  firft  look,  of  him  to 
whom  I  fhould  relate  it,  wopld  not  be  very  propitious  ta 
me ;  that  look  would  perhaps,  accufo  me  of  fanaticifm  ; 
I  know  however  that  my  heart,  and  underftanding 
are  equally  far  remote  from  fanaticifm.  Lively  fenti- 
ments of  truth,  or  fentiments  which  the  purefl  and 
cooleft  reafon  would  find  conform  to  the  truth,  al- 
though they  fhould  not  be  under  our  controul,  can- 
not be  fanatic  or  fufpedled. 

It  is  imppffible  that  I  ever  could  be  too  humbJe  or 

too 
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too  joyful,  when  contemplating  the  infinite  love  of 
God.  Chrift  entertains  fuch  fentiments  towards  me^ 
tie  has  done  for  me  things  fo  infinitely  great,  that 
even  the  moft  fervent  adoration  and  the  moft  fervent 
reciprocal  love,  never  can  be  compared  with  it.  The 
cooleft  reafon  will  always  find  difproportions  between 
the  love  of  Jefus  CJhrift  and  ours. .  The  chief  point 
Is,  as  far  as  I  can  fee  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  our 
feelings  b^  founded  on  truth. 

I  know  the  nature  of  my  foiil,  as  little  as  the  man^ 
tier  in  which  the  almighty  Godhead,  can  influence 
fpirits :  if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  that  I  fhall  look  upon 
a  fentiment  as  his  immediate  work,  he  will  certainly 
diftinguifh  it  fufficiently  from  all  fentiments,  which 
may  arife  in  a  natural  way.  Suffice  it  that  every 
fentiment  conform  to  truth,  which  carries  me  nearer 
to  the  connedlion  with  God,  in  which  Chrift  has 
placed  me,  muft  originate  in  fome  manner  or  othefr 
from  God  the  fource  of  all  that  is  good.  He  alon^ 
is  the  only  author  of  fuch  fentiments,  and  I  can  nevct 
perfuade  myfelf  that  when  I  am  fenfiWe  of  my  weak- 
nefs,  the  omriiprefqnce,  the  all-fufficiency  of  Gqd, 
and  the  infinite  mercy  of  ChrHl,  when  I  am  fenfible 
of  all  this  in  profound  adoration,  and  amid  tears  of 
joy,  and  feem  almoft  to  be  melted  by  thefe  feelings, 
that  this  be  fanaticifm,  delufion  of  fancy,  or  fome- 
thing  blameable.  During  all  the  time  I  am  indulg- 
ing in  thefe  feelings,  I  am  in  a  fituation  in  which  it 
is  impoiiible  I  ihould  difpleafe  God.  I  muft  only 
T  t  2  take 
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take  care  not  to  look  on  that  fituation  as  a  iymptom 
of  my  being  in  a  ftate  of  grace ;  that  is  as  a  proof  of 
my  perfonal  and  conftant  capacity  to  be  exalted  to 
the  heavenly  communion  with  God ;  although  that 
fituation  Ihould  be  ever  fo  good,  fo  godlike,  yet  it 
would  contribute  to  my  condemnation,  if  it  (hould 
not  make  me  more  virtuous,  honeft,   active,   and 
humble  in  my  behaviour,  &c.  &c.  in  the  fame  degree 
as  a  virtuous  action  does,  indeed  not  ceafe  bein^  a 
good  deed,  although  I  (houM  again  tran%mfe ;  but, 
neverthelcfs,  is  infufficient  by  itfelf^  to  promote  my 
Jalvation,  if  not  new  a<9:ions  flowing  from  the  pureft 
fources  conftantly  fucceed  it, 

I  thank  God  with  fincere  afFedlion  for  the  un- 
fpeakable  mercy  he  has  to  day  granted  to  me  the 
moft  unworthy  of  his  fubjeds,  and  We  not  the  leaft 
doubt  that  tbiB  fepfe  fo  cpnformable  to  truth,  is  his 
work,  fome  how  or  other ;  I  will  pray  to  him  to  pre- 
ferve  it  in  my  hpart,  as  much  as  the  nature  of  things 
will  allow,  and  to  render  it  a  new  .fource  of  fublime 
virtues ;  and  in  order  to  imprint  that  fituation  deeper 
upon  my  heart,,  and  to  have  a  livelier  fenfe  of  its 
contrail  with  other  thoughtlefs  and  vicious^  fitua- 
tions,  I  will  dcfign  a  drawing  of  it,  which  Ihall  be  ^ 
ix>niJapt  remembrancer  .to  me. 


pefenca 
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Defence  of  Mofes^  or  a  General  Fie%v  of  his  InJUtutionSj 
being  the  fuhflance  of  a  Difcourfe^  lately  delivered  at 
Pdrliament'Court  Chapel. 

NOTHING  IS  more  common  in  pur  day  than  to 
hear  the  law  of  Mpfes  charged  with  injuftice, 
folly,  and  vice ;  and  his  whole  oeconomy  reprefented 
^  not  only  unwortiby  of  God ;  but  unworthy  of  the 
wifdom  of  an  enlightened  and  benevolent  man.  On 
this  ground  modem  deifts  often  attack  Revelation, 
and  by  raifing  doubts  of  the  Divinity  of  the  writings 
of  Mofes,  they  fap  the  foundation  of  all  the  revealed 
truth.  To  candid  and  attentive  readers  of  the  Scrips 
tures,  the  following  thoughts  will  not  perhaps  be 
new ;  as  their  own  obfervation  may  have  long  ago 
fuggefted  them  ;  bdt  to  the  more  inaccurate,  and 
lefs  thoughtful  friend  of  Revelation,  they  may  have 
their  ufe.  Wpuld  mankind  read  the  bible  with  the 
fame  degree  of  diligence  and  candour,  with  which 
they  read  other  writings,  the  evidence  of  its  divinity 
would  naturally  make  its  way  into  the  mind.  I  fay 
this  under  a  firm  perfuafioh  that  the  facrcd  writings 
will  bear  thp  clofeft  inveftigation  :  that  they  were  in- 
tended for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  that  they  are 
well  calculated  to  anfwer  their  end.  The  following 
traits  of  the  Molaic  law,  may  be  confidered  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  general  wifdom  and  benevolence  of 
{Scripture.  Dcut.  vi.  24.  Jlnd  the  Lord  commanded  tis 
td  do  a]l  the/e  Jlafutefy  to  fear  the  Lord  our  God,  and 

for 
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for  our  good  always.  In  thefe  words  we  have  the 
great  defign  exprefled,  which  God  had  in  view,  in 
giving  the  Ifraelites  the  Mofaic  inftitutions.  It  was 
their  good.  God  is  an  independent  and  all-fuificient 
Being,  ever  bleHed  and  happy  in  himfelf ;  and  we 
are  aflured  ^Ifo,  that  his  nature  is  Love.  It  is  highly 
reaibnable,  therefore,  to  fuppofe  that  ^ytry  revelation 
which  he  makes  of  himf^lf^  muft  be  for  the  good  of 
his  creature;  this  is  exprefsly  aflerted  concerning 
the  law  which  he  gave  by  Mofes.  dan  a  more  fub-i 
lime  thought  of  Deity  be  exprefled  ?  God  is  not  re- 
prefcnted  as  a  hard  matter,  exadling  unreafonable 
things,  and  capricioufly  putting  their  obedience  to 
the  tell  by  enjoining  unprofitable  inftitutions,  to  (hew 
his  own  fovereignty ;  as  even  fome  Chriftjans  have 
unwarily  faid ;  but  as  a  wife  and  gracious  Father  giv- 
ing laws  to  promote  and  fecure  perfonal  and  focial 
happinefs  among  his  creatures.  Let  us  take  a  gene- 
ral view  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  we  fhall  find  this 
account  of  their  intention  juftified  by  their  excel- 
lency. 

1 .  There  were  no  fecrets  in  the  difpenfation  of 
Mofes,  every  thing  in  the  Jewifh  religion  was  known 
to  the  people.  The  law  was  exprefsly  commanded 
to  be  read  to  the  whole  nation,  every  feventh  year, 
and  the  people  were  exhorted  to  learn  the  law,  and 
to  be  fo  acquainted  with  it,  as  to  talk  of  it  to  their  chil- 
dren when  they  laid  down,  arid  when  they  rofe  up, 
i.  e.  night  and  morning ;  and  when  they  went  out, 

when 
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when  they  came  in,  and  when  they  walked  by  the 
way.  Their  religion  was  not  thought  to  be  above 
vulgar  comprehenfion ;  but  as  it  was  intended  for  the 
nfe  of  all,  fo  all  were  commanded  to  be  acquainted 
with  it.  In  this,  the  religion  of  Mofes  was  intirely 
different  from  the  religion  of  the  wifeft  of  the  hea- 
then nations.  The  Egyptians,  Pcrfians,  Greeks,  Ro- 
mans, &c.  all  had  their  myjleries^  which  were  ftudi- 
oufly  kept  from  public  knowledge,  under  pretence 
that  mankind  in  general  were  not  fit  to  be  acquainted 
with  them.  A  fure  proof  this,  of  prieftcraft;  which 
hated  mark,  the  Jewifh  law  is  happily  free  from. 

2.  The  Jewifli  commonwealth  in  all  its  privileges, 
the  kingly  and  prieftly  offices  excepted,  was  open 
to  all  nations.  All  the  privileges  of  a  civil  or  reli- 
gious kind,  might  be  enjoyed  by  every  one  who  chofe 
to  embrace  them.  One  law,  fays  Mofes,  Jhall  be  to 
the  Jtr anger,  and  to  the  home  bom.  It  has  been  gene, 
rally  fuppofed,  that  the  Jewifh  laws  were  intended  to 
exclude  the  other  nations  of  the  world.  It  is  granted 
I  hat  they  were  intended  to  feparate  the  Jews  from 
other  nations ;  but  not  to  keep  other  nations  from 
free  excefs  to  Jewifh  privileges :  for  to  the  Jews  were 
committed  the  law,  and  the  lively,  or  life-giving 
oracles  of  God,  for  the  good  of  other  men  ;  and  the 
difpenfation  of  Mofes,  held  out  its  hands  to  all,  and 
even  thofe  Gentiles  who,  convinced  of  the  unity 
of  God,  yet,  did  not  embrace  the  law,  had  the  privi- 
lege of  offering  burnt  offerings  to  Jehovah.  We  read 
in  Jofephus  of  many  illuflrious  Gentiles  who  did  thi^, 

and 
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and  in  the  Second  Temple  there  was  a  court  appixM 
priated  to  the  Gentiles ;  though  in  the  firft,  thejp^ 
worfhipped  the  one  Jeh6vah,  in  the  fame  court  with 
the  Jews.  The  feparating  of  them  Wa$  a  piece  .of 
fclf  righteous  pride  bf  the  JeJws  of  latter  ages,  who 
had  depiarted  from  the  benevolent  fpirit  of  their  own 
laWk  The  exceptions  to  baftards,  atid  Moabites,  &c. 
who  were  not  to  enter  into  the  congregation^  of  the 
Lordy  to  the  tenth  generation  ;  or  to  the  age  \  do  not 
contradidl  this,  as  the  prohibition,  according  to  the 
beft  Jewifli  writers,  means  nothing  more  than  their 
cxclufion  from  office  in  the  nation.  All  common 
privileges,  civjl  and  religious,  being  open  to  them. 
Thus  the  Jews,  like  all  others  who  truly  ferve  God, 
were  both  to  get  good,  and  do  good. 

3.  The  Sabbattical  year  was  an  Jnftitution  of 
mercy.  In  that  year  every  Hebrew  fervant  was  to 
go  out  free,  with  gifts  from  his  maftcr.  If  he  had 
even  been  fold  for-debt,  he  was  to  go  out  free.  And 
all  debts  were  in  that  year  for  ever  cancelled.  The 
unreafonabic  and  barbarous  punifhment  of  imprifon- 
mcnt  for  debt  was  unknown  in  the  lawofMofes,. 
and  the  rational  one  of  fervitude  was  enjoined.  But 
as  all  debt  and  fervitude  ceafed,  on  the  year  of  reft, 
this  was  a  ftrong  bar  in  the  way  of  contradling  great 
debts  ;  for  what  man  who  had  property  would  fufFer 
another  to  incur  a  great  debt,  which  in  the  courfe  of 
law  would  foon  be  obliterated.  The  facility  of  con- 
trailing  debts,  is  a  great  evil,  and  often  a  dreadful 
fource  of  woe  both  to  creditor  and  debton.    Jehovah 
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wifdy  impeded  the  prpgrefs  of  fuch  who  wiAed  to 
contract  debts,  and  inflidl  the  punifhment  of  fervi-^ 
tude  upon  it ;  at  the  fame  time  he  made  a  merciful 
provifion,  that  would  in  a  few  years  relieve  thofe 
diftrefled  men,  whofe  misfortunes  unavoidably  plung- 
fed  them  into  embarniflincnts. 

The  Sabbattical  year  may  alfo  be  viewed  as  a  grand 
tad  illuftrious  proof  of  the  divinity  of  the  million  of 
Mofes.  It  was  an  open  appeal  to  the  world  at  large, 
as  well  as  to  the  Jews  in  particular,  of  the  truth  of 
iall  that  Mofes  had  delivered  as  from  God.  For  what 
impoftor  would,  or  could  have  promifed  a  fupply  fo^ 
the  wants  of  a  whole  nation  every  feventh  year,  with- 
<out  toil  or  tillage  ?  But  Mofes  did  this,  andadded 
thrcatenings  in  cafe  of  their  difobedience,  which  were 
literally  fulfilled,  as  the  Jewilh  hiftory  and  the  writ- 
ings of  the  prophets  demonftrate. 
(To  be  continued.) 

POETRY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Univerfali/f  s  Mifcelktiy. 
It  is  now  fomc  years  fince  I  wrote  the  following  lilies,  after 
hearing  Mr.  Winchefter  preach  from  16  Matt.  xxiv.  *•  It 
"  had  been  good  for  that  man,  if  he  had  never  been  born." 
If  you-think  them  any  anfwer  to  the  letter  of  Imlah,  they 
are  at  your  fervice.  ^ 

t.  TF  it  was  fordid  love  of  golden  duft 

X  That  caus'd  poor  Judas  to  betray  his  truft ; 
Surely,  where  pow'r  and  wealth,  and  malice  join, 
To  bring  to  bear  fo  murd'rous  a  dcfign  \    ■ 

Voh.  r.  U  u  He 
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He  would  large  fums  have  alk'd  !  a  golden  (lore  ! 
Enough  to  make  him  wealthy,  who  was  poor. 

2.  If  his  deliberate  malice  made  Chrld  bleed. 
This  then  is  murder,  by  all  earth  decreed. 
The  friend  of  Jefus  could  fell  malice  move  ? 
One  who  his  powV  beheld,  and  ftlt  his  love  ! 
One,  who,  like  Judas,  knew  no  guileful  art, 
Could  malice  hide  from  l>»mi  who  fearch'd  the  heart  ? 

3.  But,  'twas  Ambition  with  her  dazzling  charms^ 
Allur'd  his  geniqs  to  hpr  flatt'ring  arms; 

Painted  the  years,  that  he  had  laboured  hard| 
Nor  yet  beheld  the  long  defirM  reward  ; 
Then  bade  hin^  rife,  ^nd  hurry  glory  on, 
And  with  his  Lord  obtain  an  earthly  crown. 

4.  So  when  from  heav'n  the  great  archangel  fell, 
'Twas  pride,  that  tempting,  caft  him  down  to  hell : 
Unmindful  whence  his  ev'ry  honor  flowed. 
For  pow'r  he  fought,  and  would  be  like  to  God  i 
Thus  Judas  with  ambitious  thoughts  poffeft,] 
Became,  thro*  vile  ingratitude,  unblcft. 

5.  Rea&'ning  perhaps,  wijhii]  hin^felf  he  faid, 
^  Surely,  |  need  not  be  of  harm  i^fraid; 

^  When  his  proud  foes  would  touch  his  facr^d  head, 

*  One  mighty  Jopk  will  ftrike  the  wretches  dead ; 

*  Then  will  he  take  his  own  almighty  pow*r, 

*  And  with  him,  I  fhall  rcigp  from  (bore  to  fhore.* 

6.  But  when  lamb-like  he  faw  his  mader  yield  \ 
Nor  (hew  his  pow*r,  nor  yet  cpntend  the  field : 
When  he  beheld  him  at  the  Judgment  feat. 
Meekly  to  their  unjuft  decrees  fubmit ; 
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How  then  was  all  his  foal  o^rwhclm'd  with  fear  ? 
|lemorfe,  and  madnefsi  hurry'd  on  defpair  I 

7*  Judas,  alas !  thou  didfl  thy  mafter  know ; 
Why  not  with  contrite  tears  unto  him  go? 
Confefs  thy  luft  of  powV,  thy  wicked  pride. 
And  beg  his  goodne&  all  thy  fin  to-hide ; 
If  thus  thou  hadft  like  weeping  Peter  gone, 
Pardon,  and  (ftace,  and  joy  thou  wouldft  have  known. 

8.  Better,  far  better,  not  to  have  been  born  : 
Than  thus  to  be  of  ev'ry  glory  ihorn. 

Three  years  to  bear  reproach,  and  want,  and  fhame. 
Then  die  difpairing,  with  a  finner's  name  ! 
To  lofe  the  fruit  of  all  thy  toil  and  care. 
Thro'  pride,  impatience,  folly  and  defpair  1 

9.  Better,  far  better,  ne'er  have  feen  this  earth ; 
But  been  ftill  bom,  a  dead  womb-ftrangled  birth. 
From  murder  free,  and  free  fh^m  guilt  and  pain. 
Pure  from  all  fin,  and  pure  from  ev'ry  (hun, 
Convcy'd  by  angels  to  that  bright  abode. 

Where  lifping  choirs,  pour  forth  their  praife  to  God ! 

.  10.  Parent  of  Man,  upon  thy  name  I  call 
To  keep  me,  lead  that  I,  like  Judas  fall. 
In  CQUcious  weaknefs  all  my  fpirit  hide, 
From  road  Ambition's  empty  vicious  pride  ; 
Nor  let  impatience  ever  make  me  fwerve 
From  thy  commands,  in  hopes  thy  caufe  to  ferve, 

ODE  TO  FRIENDSHIP. 

ON  THE  APPROACH  OF  WINTER. 

rr^HE  pride  of  Spring  is  faded  round  ; 


X    No  mate  the  vocal  groves  refound^ 


To 
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To  charm  th'  atteritivc  car : 
Fair  Flora's  painted  offspring  dies ; 
All  bounteous  Aittumn  fwiftly  flies. 

And  Winter's  frowns  appear. 

No  more  the  balmy  weflern  breerc. 
Sighs  fofcly  through  the  trembling  trees^ 

Refponfiye  to  the  ftraini 
Of  (hepherd's  pipes,  and  myrpi'riog  rill^ 
No  more  gay  plenty  crowns  the  hills, . 

Nor  decks  the  laiighiiig  plains. 

In  this  dark  feaibn,  what  can  cheap^^ 
The  drooping  heart,  or  hanifli  carcj 

But  friendftiip's  placid  powV  ? 
Which,  like  the  golden  guide  of  day. 
Can  dart  a  bright  enlivening  ray^ 
•    To  gild  the  gloomy  houn 

ilail  Friendfliip !  hahn  of  crety  Woe^ 
From  thy  pure  fourcc  enjoyments  flow^ 

Which  death  alone  can  end  ; 
Tho*  fortune's  adverfc  gales  arife, 
Tho'  youth,  with  all  its  pleafures  flies^ 

Unmov'd  remains  the  friend* 
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NATURAL   HISTORY, 

j"  Continued  from  page  Z52.  J 

WE  have  already  obferved,  that  to  effed  the 
deluge,  God  broke  open  the  fountains  of 
the  great  deep,  that  the  waters  thereof  might  flow 
out,  Mofes  alio  mentions  two  other  caufes  of  the 
floo^  vLZh  The  great  rain,  which  continued  forty 
days,  and  forty  nights :  and,  the  windows  of  heaven 
being  opened.  The  difruption  of  the  fhell  of  the 
earth,  by  which  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
opened,  is  eafily  underftood,  and  {o  is  the  defcent  of 
the  rain ;  but  we  conceive  that  the  opening  of  the 
windows  of  heaven^  has  too  generally  been  miftaken. 
We  will  therefore  inquire  into  the  meaning  of  this 
phrafe. 

The  word  Arhath  rendered  windows,  is  derived 
from  j4rah^  which  fignifies  to  lie  in  wait,  to  Jurk 
privily  in  a  den^  to  watch  m  a  hole,  as  Pfal.  x.  9.  Job 
xxxviii.  40.    And  as  a  nwn  fignifies  a  den,QX  hole,  or 

Vol.  L  .  Xx     •    '  cave 
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erne  in  a  rock.  And  in  the  feminine  plural^  it  figni- 
fit%fijfuresy  cracks y  cUnh;  in  the  earthy  fo  that  Mofes 
when  he  mentions  Arhath  Hajkamam^  does  not  mean 
holes  or  chinks  in  the  heavens ;  but  e/the  heavens,  or 
airs,  viz.  Thofe  holes,  cracks,  fifliires,  &c.  where  the 
airs  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  communicate  with 
the  airs  within  the  earth,  and  where  they  do,  as  it 
were  lie  in  wait,  to  fupply  any  deificiencies  on  either 
lide  that  may  arife  from  rarefadlion,  even  the  Sep- 
tuagint  Tranflation,  which  is  KataraSat^  contains 
much  of  the  meaning  of  the  Hebrew,  for  KataraiStes 
is  derived  from  Katan-aflb,  to  ifliie  out,  to  break 
through ;  and  the  Greek  may  be  rendered  ^  the 
places .  of  rupture  of  the  airs^  were  opened,'  That 
this  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrafe,  may  be  further 
proved  from  a  confideration  of  other  paitages  where 
it  is  ufed,  as  Malachi  iii,  10.  ^  If  I  will  not  open  to 
you  the  windows  of  heaven.*  That  is,  the  pqffages 
of  the  airs.  The  Abyfs,  in  fcripture,  is  called  Gkxi's 
liorehoufc,  and  the  vegetation,  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the 
earth,  depend  much  upon  its  influences ;  for  proof 
of  which,  let  any  one  confult  Lowthorp*s  Abridgment 
of  tlie  Philofophical  Tranfacftions,  vol.  ii.  chap.  3. 
It  will  there  be  fecn  that  the  philofophy  of  the  fcrip- 
tures  is  confiftcnt  with  the  obfervations  of  our  bell 
naturalills ;  and  modern  -preachers  may  learn  the 
literal  fcnfc  of  many  paflages  of  holy  writ,  without 
fpiritualizing  them^  and  thereby  difguifing  their 
uVc'aning.     As  Ezckiel  xxxi.  4.  where  the  prophet 

compares 
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Compares  the  Aflyrian  monarch  to  a  flonrilhing  cetkr 
in  LebanuSj  nouriihed  by  the  fubterranean  waters* 
*  The  waters  made  him  great,  the  deep  fet  him  up 
on  high  with  her  rivers  running  about  his  plants,  and 
lent  out  her  little  rivers  unto  all  the  trees  of  the 
field :  therefore  his  height  was  exalted  above  all  the 
trees  of  the  field,  and  his  boughs  were  multiplied^ 
and  his  branches  became  long,  becaufe  of  liie  multi- 
tude of  waters.'  Here  the  deep  is  reprefented  as 
fKmnMngali  the  trees  of  the  fields  which  can  be  only 
by  the  vapours  arifing  fi-om  itj  through  the  fiflures 
^nd  crevices  of  the  earth,  i.  e.  the  pajfages  of  the  air, 
which  our  tranflation  has  called  the  windows  of  hea- 
ven.  Again,  Peut.  xxxiii.  13.  ^Blefled  be  the  land 
of  Jofeph,  for  the  precious  things  of  heaven,  for  the 
dew,  and  for  the  deep  which  coucheth  beneath/ 
And,  Gen.  xlix.  0.5.  ^  Bleflings  of  the  ^ep  that  lieth 
under.*  It  is  evident  from  thefe  fcriptures,  that  the 
pafiing  of  the  airs  to  and  fro,  through  the  fhell  of 
the  earth,  is  a  grand  caufe  of  vegetation^  and  clofing 
up  the  pores  of  the  ground,  and  flopping  the  circu- 
lation of  the  airs  through  it,  would  make  a  land  dry, 
barren  and  defolate;.but  the  keeping  Xh&pa  duly 
open  would  fertilize  a  land,  and  caufe  it  to  pour  out 
a  blefling  to  its  inhabitants,  according  to  the  promife 
which  God  made  to  the  Jews  by  Malachi.  From 
the  above  then  it  appears  that  there  zx^  fajfages  of 
the  airs,  through  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  and  Mofes 
fays,  that  at  the  deluge  tbefe  pajfages  were  opened. 

We 
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We  conceive  that  by  this  phrafe  is  meant  a  mucb 
greater  efFe6t  than  the  defcent  of  the  rain,  or  than 
even  the  difruption  of  the  fountains  of  the  abyis. 

In  the  moft  confined  fenfe,  the  paflages  of  the  airs 
are  through  eyery  fifliire,  and  between  every  frag* 
ment  of  flone,  and  they  are  fo  many,  that  moft  forts 
of  ftone  are  divided  by  great  cracks,  into  pieces  of 
perhaps  a  ton  weight.  How  far  the'pafTages  were 
opened  at  firft  we  know  not ;  but  they  were  opened^ 
and  to  that  degree,  that  the  airs  went  down  into  the 
abyfs  as  fail  as  the  waters  came  up,  quantity  for 
quantity,  fb  that  as  the  airs  rufhed  into  the  hollow  of 
the  earth,  the  waters  were  forced  out,  the  airs  occu- 
pying their  place,  and  by  their  esipanfive  power  con- 
tinued to  aft  till  they  filled  the  abyfs :  the  waters 
continuing  to  rife  till  every  high  hill  and  aU  the 
mountains  under  the  whole  heaven  were  covered, 
and  every  living  thing  died ;  Noah  only  remaining 
alive,  and  they  that  ^ere  with  him  in  the  ark. 

Thus,  by  the  ufe  of  natural  agents,  did  the  great 
and  immortal  God  overflow  the  earth  with  water, 
and  thereby  puniflied  its  wicked  inhabitants.  Thofe 
of  our  readers  who  have  attended  to  the  fubjeft  of 
pneumatics  will  eafily  conceive  the  pofHbility  of  the 
above  account,  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  fimple 
narration  of  Mofes,  will  appear  highly  rational,  and 
philoibphical :  and  that  the  agents  which  he  men- 
tions, when  brought  into  a6lion  by  Divine  power, 
will  be  feen  to  be  quite  fufficient  to  6ffe6l  an  ««- 

verfal 
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^verfdl  dduge^  without  having  recourfe  to  a  comel;^ 
to  fill  our  atmoffthere  with  its  deleterious  vapours.. 

We  contend  for  the  umverfality  of  the  deluge,  be- 
4:aufe,  firft.  The  fcripture  account  direAly  proves  it. 
And  the  waters  increafed  and  bare  up  the  ark ;  ^  and 
the  waters  prevailed  greatly  upon  the  earth ;  and  the 
ark  went  upon  the  face  of  the  waters*  And  the 
waters  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the  earth  ;  and  all 
the  high  hills,  that  were  under  the  whole  heaven, 
were  covered ;  fifteen  cubits  upward  did  the  waters 
prevail,  and  the  mountains  were  covered/  It  ap- 
pears from  hence,  that  there  were  no  high  hill  or 
mountain,  upon  any  part  of  the  whple  earth ;  but 
what  was  covered  with  water,  and  alfo  that  the  wa- 
ters rofe  gradually,  and  in  an  uniform  way  all  round 
the  earth,  till  the  whole  was  inundated* 

Secondly,  Some  eminent  writers  who  have  allow- 
ed the  univerfality  of  the  deluge,  have  thought  it 
was  performed  by  partial  means,  one  part  of  the 
earth  being  firft  covered,  and  then  another,  by  the 
fame  body  of  water,  which  they  fuppofed  rolled 
about  from  place  to  place,  through  the  valleys,  and 
over  the  mountains  from  pole  to  pole,  and  by  this 
wandering  kind  of  flood  the  whole  earth  was  inun- 
dated. The  abfurdity  of  fuch  a  thought  as  this  is 
evident  enough,  and  if  Mofes  had  fpoken  thus,  it 
might  wiUi  truth  have  been  faid,  that  he  was  no  phi- 
lofopher;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  the  nature  of 
water  is  to  pre&  equally  on  every  fide ;  its  parts  are 
Xx3  diifiifivc 
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diffiifive  and  have  np  connexion  with  each  other  5 
therefore  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  that  water  fhould 
rife  to  the  height  of  any  high  mountain^  and  not  at 
the  fame  time  be  of  equal  height  every  where.  We 
cannot  then  reafonably  admit  that  a  great  body  of 
water  could  have  hung  about  any  part  of  the  earth, 
as  if  congealed ;  or  flood  upon  the  middle  of  it  like 
one  great  drop,  or  a  trembling  jelly,  and  a!l  the 
places  about  it  dry  and  untouched,  till  this  mountain 
of  water  fhould  be  removed  by  rolling  to  another 
place.  This  wild  notion  feems  to  have  been  invent- 
ed from  a  fuppofed  fcarcity  of  water  to  accomplifh 
the  deluge  at  once ;  but  we  apprehend,  that  Mofes 
ha^  demonftrated  there  is  enough  in  the  great  abyls, 
and  has  rationally  accounted  for  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  brought  out,  to  accomplifti  the  purpofe  of  the 
Almighty,  in  punifhing  that  wicked  race  of  men 
who  then  inhabited  the  earth. 

[To  be  continued^ 


II  CORINTHIANS  iv.  3. 

Trariflaied,  wkh  Critical  Notes  fy  Mr.  Rohrt  Rohin^ 
fony  of  Cambridge. 

IF  our  Gofpel  be  vaiied^  it  is  vailed  among  th 
things  that  are  abolijhed,  by  which  the  God  of 
*'  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which 
!^  believe  not.** 


€ 
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*  Three  things  muft  be  examined,     l.  ITie  ipean- 
«  ing  of  the  verb  apolhmi.     2.  The  gender  of  the 

*  participle  appollumenois,  and  of  the  articles  ois,  tots : 
^  and  3.  the  fenfe  of  the  prepofition  en. 

*  I.  We  render  the  verb  apoUtmu  abolKh.  1.  The 
^  Engliih  word  abolifh^  (which  generally  fignifies  to 

*  ortnuly  to  make  void,  to  repeal,  to  abrogate)  comes 
^  from  this  very   word.     The  Romans  rendered   it 

*  aboleoy  and  we  make  it  aholl/k.    No  violence,  there- 

*  fore  is  done  to  the  verb  by  our  tranflation,  2.  j4pol^ 

*  lumi  is  a  derivative,  and  the  true  primitive  is  luo, 
^foho^  to  loofe.    Thus  Matt.  xvi.  ig.    Whatfoevcr 

*  thou  fhalt  loofe^  or  repeal,  on  earA,  fliall  be  loofed^ 

*  or  annulled  in  heaven.     Thus  apohifai^  Mat.  i.  ig. 

*  Jofeph  was  minded  to  put  A«r  away^  to  loofe  or  an- 

*  nul  the  marriage  contraft.     As  therefore  both  the 

*  primitive  and  derivative  are  ufed  in  the  New  Tefta- 
^  ment  in  our  fenfe,  the  tranfktion  given  above  is  not 
^forced  and  unnatural.     See  Luke  vi.  37- — K.  2Q 

*  xiii.  12,  &c.  The  words  luo  and  apoltio  are  ufed  in 
'  our  fenfe,  in  profene  authors,  Iticeis  baros.     Sophoc. 

*  EleS.  945. — oknou  lufo.  Sophoc.  Trackin  184 — adi- 
'  kotmtas  apeJufan.  Xenoph.  Mem.  iv-  8,  5,  &c.  We 
^  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  word  may  be  rendered 
^  dbolijky  repeal^  abrogate^  anual^  make  void. 

*  IL  In  regard  to  the  gender  of  the  participle, 

*  and  the  articles,  nothing  can  be  determined  from 
I  the  terminations.    In  this  cafe  they  may  be  maf* 

X  X  4  culine 
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^  culine,  they  may  be  neuter.    Here  then  is  no  ar- 
^  gument  againft  our  tranllation, 

^  III.  The  meaning  of  the  prepofition  m,  is  our 
^  laft  inquiry.  Greek  prepofitions  are,  in  general,  of 
^  vague  and  uncertain  meaning.    This  is  remarkably 

*  fo. — Luke  xiv.  1.  ^^  he  went. — ^Rom.  viii.  2g. 
^  Among  many  brethren. — Luke  iv.  32.  His  word 
^  was  with  power.— Mat.  xxiii.  20.  Swear  hy  the 
^  altar. — ^Mat.  vi.  7.  For  much  fpeaking. — John  v.  A. 
^  Into  the  pool. — 1  Cor.  vii.  15.  God  hath  called  us 
^  to  peace. — Rom.  viii.  34.  At  the  right  hand  of  God. 
^  — Mat.  X.  32.  Confefs  me  before  men. — ^Rom.  xi.  3* 
^  What  faith  the  Scripture  ^or  concerning  Elias  ? — 
^  Rom.  XV.  5.  One  towards  another,  &c.  It  fhould 
^  feem  then,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  rendering  the 

*  words  in  queftipn  thus :  The  Go/pel  is  hid  among 
^  the  things  that  are  aboli/ked.  By  which  things,  and  fo 

*  on.  We  fay  the  words  may  be  rendered  thus :  but 
^  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cafes  of  vague,  indeterminate 
^  (ingle  words,  how  they  nrnft,  and  ought  to  be  ren- 
^  dered,  can  only  be  determined  by  the  conftru6lion 

*  of  the  whole  fentence,  and  by  the  fcx)pe  of  the 

*  place.    What  we  think  of  this,  we  have  fpoken  at 

*  large  in  the  difcourfe.    There  feems  to  be  nothing 

*  in  the  conftruiSUon  againft  our  fenfe  of  the  paflage ; 
^  and  every  thing  in  the  context,  coherence,  and 
^  fcope  in  favour  of  it. 

Appendix  to  a  Sermon  preached  in  MonkwelU 

ilreetjj 
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ftrcet,  Dec.  25,  1780,  intitled  ^  The  ChriftianDoc- 
*  trine  of  Ceremonies,  &c. 


Plain  Arguments^  from  reqfon  and  Scripture,  againft 
the  prefumftuous  DoSrine   of 

ENDLESS  TORMENT. 

1.  T^ECAUSE  every  thing  proper  for  man  to  be- 
Jl3  lieve,  refpe6ling  his  Maker,  muft  be  found- 
ed in  the  manifeft^f/w^  of  that  thing— or  on  the  ge- 
neral evidence  of  Gk)d's^r(n;i^^m:^ — or  on  revelation. 
Now,  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  oiendlejs  torment 
(fo  fer  as  it  can  be  coihprehended)  which  can  evince 
its  fitnefs — nothing  in  the  analogy  of  Providence 
which  can  make  it  credible — nothing  mfacred  Scrip- 
ture, confiftently  underftood,  to  fupport  it 

2.  Becaufe  God  created  man  both  for  prefent 
and  eternal  felicity,  and  *^  for  the  purpofe  of  his  own 
'*  glory ;" — ^But  that  glory  cannot  confift  with  or- 
daining to  endlefs  mif^ry,  any  part  of  his  offending 
creatures ;  for  that  would  be  d  glory,  not  of  an  in-* 
finitely  good,  but  an  infinitely  evil,  being.  And  to 
afcribe  malignity,  or  capability  of  enjoying  the  end- 
lefs mifery  of  any  creature,  to  the  all  perfe6l  '^  God  - 
"  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh,"  would  be  to  flander  his^ 
facred  attributes,  and  blafpheme  his  adorabfe  and 
mod  glorious  nature ! 

3.  Be- 
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3.  Becaufe  the  facred  Scriptures  fay,  ^*  God  is 
^^  /o'y^/'  but  fay  not  that  he  is  hatred^  or  cnultyj  or 
revenge.  The  judge  of  quick  and  dead  is  a  being 
of  infinite  goodnejs^  as  well  as  infinite  power.  As 
fuch  he  has  the  adequate  motive  and  means  to  lave 
all  fromendlefs  torment,  whom  hisjuflice  condemns 
to  punifhment,  "  according  to  their  works,**  an4 
where  infinite  goodnefs  and  infinite  power  unite^ 
the  tStd  muft  b^  correfpondept,  and  fure ! 

4.  Becaufe,  (however  zeal,  ignorance,  crafl,  or 
prefumption  may  aflert  the  contrary)  no  finite  being, 
even  the  moft  finful,  can  commit  infinite  fin,  either 
againfl  a  finite  creature,  or  the  infinite  creator  Ijim- 
lelf ;  and  that  Creator  will  not,  cannot,  pui>i(h,  but 
according  to  the  finite  magnitude  of  aryr  guilt — for 
**  his  mercy  covers  his  judgment  feat,  to  an  hair^s 
breadth  !"  As  the  omnifcient,  all-righteous,  moft 
merciful,  judge  God,  mofl  afTuredly,  *^  will  do  rights* 
He  will  moil  awfully  punifh,  according  tp  his  own 
righteoufnefs.  But  to  infli6):  endle/k  torment  as  the 
proper  punifhment  of  temporary  tran/grefifion^  he  will 
not  do— for  that  would  be  to  confound  his  own  eter- 
nal law  of  proportion,  and  rule  of  right yhy  which  ha 
governs  the  world,  and  to  employ  infinite  power  to  do 
infinite  wrong  ! 

5.  Becaufe  *^  mercf^  is  declared  to  be  "  with 
*^  God,  that  he  may  be  feared :"  and,  *^  thou  (halt 
•^  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all 
thy  foul^  and  with  all  thy  ftreagth.''    But  if  the  moft 

higl^ 
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high  were  a  being  who,  without  mercy,  could  punifli 
with  endkfs  torment,  he  would  ceafe  to  be  the  fu- 
preme  obje6l  odove,  and  of  all  loving  obedience ;  and 
as  the  fource  of  overwhelming  horror,  inftead  of  re- 
verential affection,  he  could  not  be  the  proper  ob- 
obje<ft  oifear. 

6.  Becaufe,  though  the  infinitely  pure  and  holy 
God  has  injoined  love,  obedience,  righteoufnefs,  and 
holinefs,  as  the  abfolute  duty  of  his  accountable  crea- 
tures, and  without  which  no  man  can  fee  him  to  his 
comfort;  he  has  moft  rightcoufly  declared  by  his 
prophets,  that  though  he  is  a  God,  "  punifhing  ini- 
^^  quity,  trarifgrcffion,  and  fin,** — *^  he  will  not  call 
•  ^^  off  for  ever,*'  but,  in  the  midfl  of  judgment  he  re- 
"  members  mercy ;  and,  ^*  according  to  the  multi- 
^^  tude  of  his  mercies,  he  will  have  compaffion.'* 

7,  Becaufe  God,  infinitely  wife,  as  well  as  merci- 
ful, cannot  punifli,  in  time  or  in  eternity,  but  in  and 
by  the  exercife  of  his  wifdom :  that  wifdom  muft 
have  for  its  objeA  either  honour,  pleafure,  or  benefit 
to  himfelf,  or  to  the  creature  puniflied,  or  to  fome 
other  being  or  beings :  but  endlefs  torment,  can  be 
neither  honour,  pleasure,  nor  benefit,  to  himfelf;  it 
could  not  be  either  to  a  miferable  being  fo  puniflied ; 
and  laftly,  it  could  not  be  either  to  any  other  being 
in  the  univerfe,  except  (which  is  a  bare  poflibility)  to 
the  devils  themfelves : — ^to  them,  it  could  only  be  a 
malignant,  diabolical  pleafure ;  but  fo  to  give  plea- 
fure 
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fure  to  infernal  fpirits,  at  the  infinite  coft  of  the  im- 
potent, the  moaning,  and  the  miierable^  cannot  be 
the  work  of  God  ! ! — ^therefore  endlefs  torment  cannot 
confidently  be  believed  to  exifl:.  But  the  righteous 
punifhment  of  finners,  both  in  time  and  in  eternity, 
^«  according  as  their  works  have  been,**  for  the  final 
purpofe  of  purification,  deliverance,  thanksgiving, 
and  praiie,  may  be  productive  of  infinite  honour, 
pleafure,  and  benefit,  to  the  whole  rational  creation, 
fublimely  exemplifies  the  do<5lrine  of  an  infinite  Sa- 
viour, and  harmonizes  with  the  adorable  charadler 
of  the  univerfal  Father ! 

8.  Becaufe,  fo  far  as  tormenjts  by  fome  perfons 
confidered  as  endlefs^  have  been  defcribed  as  infliifted. 
or  to  be  inflidled,  by  means  ofbrimftoney  or  any  other 
material  fubftances,  they  have  not  been  ^o  defcribed 
in  connexion  with  qualities  properly  eternal:  for 
thofe  fubftances  being  finite  and  periihable,  muft 
peri/h^  and  their  inftrumentality  ceafe,  *^  The  fmoke 
**  of  their  torment,*'  which  is  faid  to  "  afcend  fin* 
'*  ever  and  ever,"  or  in  other  words  fi'om  *^  ages  to 
*^  ages,"  is  a  defcription  liable  to  the  fame  remark. 
Smoke  being  material,  and  confequently  not  pro- 
perly eternal,  conveys  no  idea  o(  endlefs  bummgi  for 
the  difference  is,  as  finite  to  infinite^  duration  ;  itk  a 
finite  fenfe  it  muft  be  fufficiently  terrible,  to  anfwer 
all  thepurpofes  of  warning  and  of  fear :  for,  if  fuch  a  . 
picture^  which  may  be  apprehended,  will  not  influ- 
ence. 
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cnce,  an  incomprehenfible  notion,  of  infinitude  of 
burning,  or  of  any  other  torment,  cannot  .^  wifely  be 
cxpeded  to  do  lb !  infinite  adorable  wifdom  knew 
infinitely  better ! 

9.  Becaufe  although  in  fundry  Scripture  paf- 
iages,  everlafting  puniihment  and  deftru6lion  are 
denounced  againft  unrepenting  finners,  the  original 
words,  rendered  eternal  and  everJqftingy  in  our  lan- 
guage, may  not  have  been  intended  in  an  infinite 
fenfe;  for  the  fame  original  word,  and  words  of 
fynonymous  import,  are  ufed  to  exprefs  a  long  dura- 
tion  only,  of  hills,  mountains,  generations,  prophets, 
difpenfations,  priefthoods,  &c,  which  we  know  J^om 
their  nature,  and  by  divine  authority,  have  ceafed, 
and  muft  pafs  away  ;  and  feeing  that  by  the  com- 
mon conftruftion  of  language,  an  infinite  fenfe  of 
fuch  words,  is  not  neceflary,  it  muft  be  extreme  pre- 
fumption,  to  contend  unifoimly,  for  an  infinite  fenfe, 
in  the  fece  of  much  uncertainty,  at  leaft;  but  cer- 
tainly, at  the  expence  of  the  wifdom^  juftice  and 
mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being  ! 

10.  Becaufe,  though  the  fame  original  words, 
tranflated  eternal^  everlafting^  sndfor  ever  and  ever, 
are  allowed  to  be  ufed  in  an  infinite  fenfe,  in  con- 
nedtion  with  life,  love,  righteoufnefs,  joy,  Jehovah, 

'&c.  they  (6  fland,  awfully  and  fublimely  diftinguiftied 
by  the  celeftial  and  boundlefs  nature  ofthofefub- 
jcdls;  and  they  muft  neceflarily  (in  thofe  con- 
nexions alone)  be  received  in  the  infinite  fenfe,  or 

the 
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•the  greateft  confufion  of  dodlrine  would  follow  as  thtf 
confequcnce.  Therefore  the  dodlrine  of  endhjs  tor^ 
merits  can  have  no  neceflary  fandlion,  from  the  com- 
mon application  of  the  fame  words  to  periihable  and 
eternal  things. 

1 1.     Becaufe,  the  Chriftian  religion,  to  which  we 
are  called,  is  a  religion  o£  univerfal  love,  and  of 
cheerful  not  terrified,  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
the  Lord  Almighty  ;  a  religion  holding  out  the  rea- 
fonable  and  benign  terms  of  tmherfalfalvation.   .  The 
facred  founder  of  that  religion,  who  came  into  tlie 
world  for  the  purpofe  of  univerfal  benefit,  is  faid  to 
have  given  himfdf  "  a  ranfom  for  dl^  to  be  teftified 
in  due  feafon,"  and  the  feafon  will  doubtlefi  arrive, 
when  the  juft  and  therefore  neceflary,  feverities  of 
puriilhtnent   for  fin,  ftiall,  through  his  mediation, 
have  had  their  purifying  and  glorious  efFeA :  when 
he  Jhall  deliver  up  his  kingdom^  completed,  unto  his  fa^ 
ther,  having  put  down  all  rule  and  authority  under  him, 
fave  that  hy  which  he  was  conftitutedy  and  to  which 
alone  he  was  notfuperior ; — when  he  Jhall  have  defiroy- 
edfin,  and  death  ;  and  him  who  had  the  power  of  deathy 
that  is  the  devil ;  when,  (according  to  the  flrongeft 
of  all  figures)  even  death,  and  hell  itfelf,  ihall  have 
been  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire  :  and  there  Ihall  be  no 
more  death,  neither  forrow  nor  fighing.     Then  will 
be  accompliflied,  in  the  univerfal  and  eternal  fenfe, 
that  glorious  change,  which  every  fphritual  believer 
bath  a  temporary  tafte  of  in  this  life,— oii/  things  are 

pajfed 
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pfffed  awayy  all  things  are  become  new,  and  all  things 
are  of  God!! 

12.    Becaufe,  though  the  impious  doArine  of 
never-ending  torments,  as  a  part  of  the  decrees  of 
an  infinitely  powerful  and  good  being  (who  has  alfo 
been  reprefented  as  having  pre-ordained  thofe  tor- 
ments for  the  greater  part  of  mankind)  is  too  mon- 
ftrous,  to  be  really  believed,  by  many  perfons  of  mo- 
derate refledion  ;  it  is  a  very  delufive  dodbine :  they 
too  often  ridiculoufly  contend,  that  though  they  ma^ 
not  privately  believe  it,  in  its  full  magnitude,  or  may 
hope  there  h  fome  human  error  in  it ;  yet  that  it  is 
neceflary  to  be  taught,  in  iwrder  to  awe  the  common 
people,  the  vulgar  and  the  vicious,  from  the  commif* 
fion  of  more,  and  innumerable  crimes.     Thus,  fuch 
perfons  would  rifque  the  "  tumiog  of  the  truth  of 
God  into  a  lie ;"  taking  occafion,  from  a  doubtful 
conftru6lion  of  a  fcripture  expreffion,  to  indulge  their 
own  fecret  pride  and  arrogance,  they  do  no  lefs  than 
aiHime  the  neceffity  of  ufing  *^  a  cunningly  devifed 
fable,"  byway  of  mending  the  divine  government; 
and  they  contend  for  the  power  and  expedience  of  a 
flanderous  fidlion,  to  fupply  the  want  of  wifdom  in 
the  Creator  of  the  univerfe. 

1 3.  Becaufe  it  is  demonilrable  from  common  ex* 
pcrience,  that  the  dreadful  do6lrine  oi  endUJs  torment, 
denounced  in  all  its  terrors  from  innumerable  pulpits, 
is  ineffedlual  to  reftrain  the  vices  of  mankind,  or 
make  them  rational  and  happy  believers :  and  there 

is 
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is  too  much  reafon  to  fear  that  the  grofler  vices  are 
cxtenfively  and  mournfully  increafed,  by  the  politive 
aflertion  of  adodhine^  which  confufesand  confounds 
the  faith  of  unlettered  ignorance,  and  becomes  the 
caufe  of  much  indignant  revolting  fix>m  religioa^ 
concerns,  in  early  life,  among  the  more  educated 
clafles  of  fociety. 

14.  Becaufe,  whatever  in  religion  is  not  known 
on  the.  bed  authority  to  be  true,  ihould  never  be 
jnaintained  as  eflential  to  common  belief;  but  what* 
ever,  on  the  clear  evidence  both  of  reafon  and  revela- 
tion, can  be  ihewn  to  be  falfe,  ihould  bebppofed  and 
difcarded  in  reverence  of  the  truth,  and  the  attri* 
butes  of  its  glorious  author.  And  there  can  be  no 
policy  more  abfurd  and  criminal,  than  to  attempt  to 
fubftitute  the  moft  awful  falfhood,  left  the  fublimeft 
truths  of  the  Deity  himfelf  (hould  not  be  fufficient 
for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  the  general  good 
of  the  human  race, 

3  5.  Becaufe,  although  it  may  poffibly  be  objeA- 
cd,that  there  is  an  appearance  of  inconfiftency  with 
the  charader  of  a  God  of  infinite  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs,  in  permitting  fo  much  moral  evil,  and  confe-: 
quent  punifhment,  to  forego  his  own  determined  ul- 
timatum of  happinefs;  it  is  certainly  much  more 
inconfiftent  with  thofe  infinite  attributes,  to  believe 
the  contrary  fide  of  the  queftion,  that  is*  to  fay.  That 
he  voluntarily  ordained  the  creation  of  myriads  of 
intclljgent  beings,  through  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages, 

beings 
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beings  capable  of  happinefs  through  all  eternity, — ^he 
himfelf  being  the  fovereign  arbiter  of  all  the  poffi- 
bilities  of  thipgs  around  them,  and  yet,  that  he  fhould 
fo  order  the  whole  of  his  moral  government,  that  a 
vaft  majority  of  thofe  beings  (hall  finally  mift  t!he 
grand  end  of  their  creation ;  and  rather  than  be- 
come purified,  through  punifliment,  into  afitnefs  to 
glorify  him,  be  abandoned  without  egd,  to  the  extre- 
mity of  torment,  and  p^haps  the  blafphemy  of  that 
being  whom  they  were  cr'^ated  to  adore  !  Annihila- 
tion may  be  no  necefl&ry  part  of  the  divine  conduft : 
the  higheft  glory  of  the  deity  may  not  be  promoted 
by  it :  but  it  would  be  more  confifl:ent  with  his  ef- 
fential  goodnefs,  to  believe  that  being  "  punifhed 
"  with  everlafting  deftrti£H(m  from  the  prefence  of  the 
*'  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power,"  means  lit* 
terally  endlejs  death,  or  extermination,  rather  than  the 
endlefs  torment,  of  thofe  who  may  not  be  redeeined 
to  an  endlefs  life  f  We  certainly  cannot  know,  igno- 
rant and  impotent  as  we  are,  wherein  pofitively  con- 
fifts  the  fupremacy  of  God  Almighty's  wifdom  and 
goodnefs ;  but  we  are  far  better  able  negatively  to 
determine,  wherein  that  fupremacy  cannot  confift ; 
that  it  is  impoflRblc  it  (hould  admit  the  infinite  ex- 
ercife  of  burning  excruciating  tyranny,  when  his  own 
glorious  goodnefs  has  commanded,  as  the  moft  amia- 
ble excellence  of  our  finite  nature,  the  utmoft  fympa-'^ 
thy,  tendernefs,  and  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  towards 
one  another ! 

Vol.  I.  Yy  To 
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To  conclude  thefe  ferious  remarks  (which  art 
penned  in  faith  and  reverence)  it  is  good  for  luch  bcs- 
ings  as  we  are^  to  endeavour  to  believe  as  we  are  in- 
ftniifted  to  pray  *^  only  with  the  heart  and  with 
'^  the  underftanding  ;*'  for  the  fubftance  ol  nothing 
more  is  required  of  us,  than  "  to  do  juftly,  love  mercy^ 
"  and  walk  humbly  with  God/*  In  this  world  of 
infirmity  and  wickednefs,  there  have  been  and  re- 
main to  be,  unnumbered  lyftems  of  error  and  dehi- 
fion  ;  but  Whatever  is  manifeftly  doubtful^  or  mcon-* 
fiftcnl  with  the  iminutable  perfeftions  of  the  divine 
nature,  can  receive  no  truth  from  the  difcordant  cla- 
mour of  a  thoufand  generations.  As  fober  Chril^ 
tians,  we  have  nothilig  to  do  with  incomprehenfibte 
dogtnas>  uttered  in  the  ftrength  of  prejudice,  or  en- 
thufiafm,  tending  to  form  opinions  derogatory  fix)nl 
the  facred  and  endearing  charadler  of  our  common 
father  and  benefadtor,  andS^hich  would  diminifh,  in 
his  fandluary,  the  beauty  of  a  *^  reafonable  fcrvice.*^ 
No  man  can  redeem  his  brother,  or  himfelf,  or  fecure 
any  intefeft  in  the  Chriftian  redemption,  by  the  quan-^ 
tity  or  blind  prefiimption,  of  his  faith.  No  fet  of 
men  can  mend  the  afFedlions  of  the  world  by  any 
feigned  or  random  terrors,  or  by  any  motives  or 
means  beyond  the  genuine  Chriftian  do6lrines  of 
love,  humility,  reverence,  and  peace,  which  proceed 
indubitably  from  the  Lord  of  hofts,  to  whom,  alone^ 
are  equally  and  completely  kndwn,  the  duration  of 
that ''  death  and  hell,"  which  he  hath  appointed  be- 
yond 
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yohd  the  gfave;  and  the  /^  many  mftnfions/*  of  that 
glorious  Heaven^  ivhich  is  the  place  of  his  etefnal 
throne! 


CONTROVERSY  on  Jonah,  fee  page  263. 

To  the  J^itor  of  the  Vnherfa^'s  Mifcellany.    . 
Sir, 

THE  felf-confidehce  of  your  correfpondent  Y— , 
obliges  me,  for  the  fake  of  truths  again  to  enter 
the  lifts.  Difputation  is  a  very  unpleafant  things 
iand  (hould  always  be  carefully  avoided,  particularly 
in  religious  matters,  for  1  arn  aware  that  fo  far  from 
obtaining  the  defired  end^  namely,  the  eftablifliment 
of  truth,  it  too  frequently  leads  men  into  labyrinths 
oferron-^To  contend  with  a  man  that  has  not  fuffi- 
tiently  fludied  the  fubjedl,  either  hiftorically  or  me- 
taphyfically,  (particularljjiif  he  is  not  naturally  of  a 
candid  difpofition)  is  ufelefs,  nay,  worfe^  it  is  often 
offenfive. — So  far  from  convincing  him  of  error,  it 
has  the  dire6l  contrary  tendency ;  it  confirms  his  be- 
lief in  it. — Strange  it  may  appear  that  it  fhould  fo 
be ;  but  I  have  often  known  it  by  experience*  Man- 
kind arc  {o  partial  to  the  creatures  of  their  brain, 
that  they  are  like  a  darling  child:  every  defedl  is 
loft,  or  Vanifhes  through  that  preponderancy  which 
love  has  upon  the  parental  heart.  The  fond  parents 
can  fee  for  a  moment,  and  blu(h,  at  the  improprieties 
of  their  mutual  love ;  but,  when  the  infant  fmile  ap- 

Y  y  2  peara 
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pears  upon  its  Countenance^  the  little  innocent  is 
carefled  with  redoubled  ardor.  Such  is  the  cafe 
with  us  frail  mortals. — ^Always  looking  at  the  plead- 
ing lide  of  ourfelvcs^  unmindful  of  the  di%uilful. — 

But  to  the  point,  Mr.  Y fays,  the  word  may  be 

appUedy  not  only  to  hrgefijhy  hut  to  jijh  in  general.  He 
obferves  it  could  not  fojfibly  be  a  gteatjijhy  hecaufe  the 
word  fignijies  to  increafe  or  multiply.  Nothing  to  the 
purpofe.  The  Greek  word,  by  which  the  Hebrew 
is  tranflated  both  in  the  Septuagint,  and  in  the  New 
TranHation,  always  fignifies  a  large  fifh,  and  is  ufed 
of  large  kinds  of  fiihes  in  general.  By  the  ancients 
was  underftood  a  fifli.  jlgain  he  hefaySy  mf  reference 
to  J^fephus  proves  nothing.  Does  it  not  ?  It  furely 
proves  that  it  was  a  tradition  among  the  Jews  in  the 
time  of  Jofephus,  and  therefore  highly  worthy  of  his 
notice.  Refpedling  Jonah*s  being  caft  on  the  ihore 
of  the  Euxine  feaj  which  my  opponent  feems  to 
doubt,  I  can  only  fay,  fuch  were  the  opinions  of  the 
times ;  and  Jofephus  held  them  to  be  juft. — But, 
this  gentleman  obferves ;  Jonah  tnufi  have  been  carried 
by  the  whale  through  the  Mediterranean  between  the 
Dardanelles  to  the  Euxine y  where  a  fijh  of  that  /pedes 
never  yet  has  been  found.  And  when  landed^  would 
have  hid  barbarous  countries  to  go  through  to  Nineveh^ 
that  no  traveller  has  ever  yet  dared  to  trujl  himfelf  in^ 
without  eminent  peril.  Now,  in  the  firft  place,  this 
author  muft  be  reminded,  that  the  idea  of  its  being 
a  whale  that  fwallowed  Jonah,  was  given  up.  There- 
fore 
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fore,  whether  there  ever  was  a  whale  feen  in  tbofe 
feas  or  not,  is  of  no  moment.  But,  that  it  was  a 
large  fifh,  all  languages  confirm.  See  the  Hebrew, 
the  Vulgate,  Sept.  Arabic,  and  Chaldee.  And  fur- 
ther I  have  the  authority  of  the  beft  naturalifts  for 
afferting,  that  there  is  a  fort  of  fifh  large  enough  to 
fwallow  a  man  ;  particularly  the  dog-fi{h,  called 
Lamia,  by  fome  writers.  2dly.  I  cannot  help  obfcrv- 
ing,  that  Mr.  Y is  too  bigotted  to  his  own  opi- 
nions. To  draw  a  parallel  betwixt  the  ftate  of  the 
world  when  Jonah  was  in  exiftence,  and  its  prefent 
ftate,  is  ftrange  indeed.  To  charge  an  author  with 
inconjijiencies,  becaufe  he  oppofes  him,  is  furely  arro- 
gating to  himfelf  too  much.  He  ought  to  know  that 
Jonah  was  one  of  the  oldeft  prophets,  whofe  writings 
have  been  tranfmitted  ;  and  that  the  world,  particu- 
larly that  part  of  which  Mr.  Y fpeaks  has,  fince 

that  time,  fufi^ered  wonderful  changes. — That  many 
parts,  that  now  wear  an  inhofpitable  appearance,  and 
may,  and  are,  dangerous  for  travellers  to  approach, 
were  then  the  feats  of  empire.  I  will  here  ftate  the 
rout  Jonah  muft  have  taken  to  Nineveh,  according 
to  my  fuggeftion  ;  namely,  fuppofing  him  to  be  caft 
on  the  fliore  of  the  Euxine  fea :  Not  through  a  defart 
and  inhofpitable  country ;  but  through  one  probably 
as  civilized  as  any  in  the  world.  (It  is  partly  indeed 
at  this  time,  through  the  ravages  of  war,  and  changes 
of  government  and  inhabitants  ;  coJi^paratiyely  uncul- 
Yy  3  tivatcd. 
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tivated,  though  flill  rich  in  foil  and  produce.)     His 
way  would  lie  through  Cappadocia,  and  Charran,  or 
Haran,  noted  for  the  fojoum  of  Abraham.     Through 
part  of  this  country  the  race  of  men  paffed  from  Ar- 
rarat  in  Armenia,  where  the  ark  refted  ;  towards  the 
Iburces  and  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates; 
whence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  its  original  inha-i 
bitants,  after  the  flood,,  were  of  the  moft  civilized. 
In  the  time  of  Abraham,  it  was  probably  an  hofpit- 
able  country.    We  know  that  ieveral  opulent  and 
renowned  kingdoms  were  fituated  on  the  fhores  of. 
the  Euxine.     In  the  time  of  Jonah,  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained  of  its  civilization,  as  it  was  part  of^  or 
contiguous  to,  the  fplendid  Aflyrian  empire.     If  this 
will  not  fuffice,  I  fhall  quote  no  more ;  on  this  I  reft 
the  truth  of  my  obfervations  :  ncverthelefs,,  fhall  ever 
be  open  to  conviction — prove  that  I  am  in  error,  and 
I  will  gladly  forego  my  opinion. 

But,  before  I  clofe  my  letter,  I  muft  advert  to  my 
opponent's  animadverfions ;  he  obferves,  that  if  the 
paflage  be  mif-tranflated  it  ought  to  be  altered  or  cor- 
re6led,  and  feems  to  intimate  that  I  am  fo  fond  of 
what  my  fathers  have  written,  that  I  cannot  bear  the 
thoughts  of  alteration.  Surely,  he  could  never  have 
read  my  former  epiftle,  or  he  would  neyer  have  en- 
tertained ilich  a  notion. — I  there  obferve,  that  I  anx 
as  ready  as  any  man  to  ^dmit  alteration  ;  if  truth  is  . 
to  be  obtained  thereby, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Y aflcs  what  I  mean  by  Chance?  To 

which  I  anfwer,  that  I  mean  in  the  cafe  before  us, 
the  happening  of  an  event,  without  any  particular 
or  fpecial  direAion  of  God,  but  only  by  tke  general 
ordinary  courfe  of  nature's  operations.  If  my  worlg 
are  to  be  burnt,  they  fhall  not  be  burnt  for  want  of 
truth,  as  &r  as  I  have  the  power  of  inveftigation. — It 
is  the  truth,  and  that  only  I  have  in  contemplation. 
Jonah's  hiftory  has  been  the  fport  of  many ;  but  I 
am  happy  in  obferving,  the  more  ftridl  the  fcrutiny, 
the  more  clear  the  truth  is  apparent. — I  fincercly 
thank  Mr,  Y  ,  ffar  wiihing  me  more  wifdom  ;  it 
is  a  jewel  of  ineilimable  value,  a  gift,  above  all 
others  worthy  of  human  nature.  True  wifdom  com- 
eth  from  above^  therefore  the  more  we  increafe  in 
that  knowledge,  the  nearer  we  are  allied  to  that  Be- 
ing in  whom  every  fincerc  Chriftian  puts  his  truft. 

If  I  want  wifdoTHy  Mr.  Y ^  in  the  cafe  before  us, 

really  wants  underjkfnding.  Therefore  the  beft  prayer 
I  can  ofF^r  up,  is,  that  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  will 
enlighten  both  our  underilandings  with  the  ailiAance 
of  his  holy  fpirit,  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
his  Son  Chrift  Jefus,  our  blefled  Redeancr:  We 
fhall  then  be,  inftead  of  opponents,  doubtlefs,  joint 
fupporters  of  the  Qofpol  truths. 

Adieu, 

6.  S. 

Auguft  10,  1797^ 
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REMARKABLE  DELIVERANCE. 


jExfraffedfrom  a  Letter^  of  Richard  Cleggj  to  his  Son.  i 

Philadcphia  Noy.  a5>  178 
MT  TBRT  DEAR  SON  JOHK^ 


2> 


THE  chief  dcfign  of  this  is  to  inform  thee,  that 
we  arrived  in  this  city  fourteen  days  ago  ;  but 
can  fay  nothing  about  our  profpedls  till  I  fee  farther  : 
only  that  I  expeA  things  will  turn  out  by  and  by  to 
my  latisfa6lion.  We  were  fourteen  weeks  in  our 
paflage  from  London-Deny,  which  we  left  on  the 
5th  of  Auguft,  in  the  (hip  Mary,  captain  Archibald 
Stevenfon.  Our  paflage  was  long ;  through  contrary 
winds,  ftorms,  calms,  and  currents,  we  fufFered  very 
great  hardfhips  ;  but  neither  thy  brother  nor  I,  ever 
yet  knew  any  thing  of  fea  (icknefs,  not  for  a  minute : 
we  were  thirty  days  or  thereabout  on  the  fcanty  al- 
lowance of  an  ounce  of  bread,  and  a  pint  of  water 
for  a  day,  and  had  we  been  a  week  longer  moft  of  us ; 
in  all  amounting  to  near  five  hundred  perfons ;  muft 
have  p^rifhed  for  want.  On  the  25th  of  October, 
Richard  being  poorly,  was  feized  with  a  dizzineis  ia 
his  head,  as  he  was  at  the  chains  to  cafe  himfelf,  and 
fell  into  the  fea  ;  when  he  came  up  he  thought  it 
was  a  dream,  till  he  was  convinced  of  the  real  fitua- 
tion  he  was  in  ;  he  had  then  to  throw  himfelf  on  his 
bacl^,  while  he  buttoned  up  his  breeches  to  fwim^ 
And  the  captain  being  informed  of  it,  tried  twice  to  put 

the 
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the  (hip  about,  to  no  purpofe ;  he  tried  the  third  time ; 
'  and  the  wind  at  that  inftant  changing  three  points  in 
our  favour  ;  the  (hip  wore,  upon  which  he  faid  that  it 
was  God's  doing  and  not  his  :  by  this  time  we  had  left 
Richard  behind,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  who  fwam 
high,  chiefly  on  his  back,  the  fea  running  too  high 
for  him  to  fwim  on  his  belly,  without  being  drowned. 
We  got  him  back  in  about  half  an  hour  from  the 
time  of  his  falling  in ;  when  he  was  fpent,  and  muft 
have 'funk  within  a  few  minutes,  having  been  obliged 
to  fwallow  about  a  gallon  of  fait  water.  I  hardly 
knew  whether  to  rejoice  or  mourn  at  his  being  re- 
covered ;  we  were  about  fix  hundred  miles  from 
land,  and  had  no  profpedl  but  the  difmal  expedation 
of  feeing  one  another  die  of  hunger:  but  fo  it 
plealed  God  to  command  the  fame  wind  which 
changed  to  fave  his  life,  to  blow  fre(h  and  fair  for 
us  from  that  time,  which  was  Saturday,  till  the 
Thurfday  following;  when  we  made  to  the  Cape  of 
Delaware,  then  the  wind  fell  contrary  again,  fo  we 
were  beat  on  and  off,  till  the  Tuefday  following  we 
got  into  the  river.  Thus  we  had  a  remarkable  in- 
fiance  of  the  diredl:  interpofition  of  God  in  his  mercy 
to  fave  us  all,  ^nd  that  in  a  manner  which  affedled 
us  two  in  an  eminent  degree.  I  bad  preached  to  the\ 
(hip's  company  in  favourable  weather,  on  a  Lord's  * 
day  feveral  times ;  fome  mocked  and  were  very  pro- 
fane, though  all  behind  the  back,  as  the  captain  de- 
fired 
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fired  worfliip :  but  the  affli^lions  we  fuffcred,  and 
at  laft  laving  my  fon,  and  the  change  of  the  wind^j 
feemed  to  have  almoft  univerfal  afFc6l,  which  I  did 
luy  beft  to  improve  in  making  a  true  impreffion  oq 
their  minds ;  how  the  final  efFeA  may  be  God  only 
knows  ;  but  we  give  him  thanks. 


LETTER  FROM  A  METPODIST, 

Sir, 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  informed  me  a  few  days 
ago,  that  you  were  publiihing  a  periodical 
work,  which  would  contain  a  variety  of  Valuable  mat- 
ter, but  was  intended  principally  as  a  vehicle  ta 
convey  and  fpread  the  knowledge  of  thofe  clo^nes 
which  you  fuppofe  are  contained  in  the  Scriptures^ 
but  are  little  attended  to  by  the  generality  of  the 
Chriftian  world ;  namely,  the  final  and  complete  re- 
ftoration  of  (at  leaft)  all  men,  fi'om  all  fin  and  from 
confequent  punifhment. 

Believing  you  to  be  a  gentleman  of  the  greateft 
candour,  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  think  un- 
favourably of  my  taking  the  liberty  to  mention  a 
few  thoughts  that  have  occured  to  my  own  mind^ 
and  a  few  obfervations,  I  have  made ;  efpecially  as  I  am 
not  inimical  to  a  work  of  this  nature,  though  I  ftand 
in  a  different  conneaion.— You  will,  I  think.  Sir, 

agree 
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agree  with  me  in  acknowledging,  there  is  a  great  apt- 
nefs  in  the  huihan  mind  to  expedt,  that  other  people 
will  draw  the  fame  conclufions  (at  leaft  in  a  general 
way)- as  we  ourfelves  do,  from  almoft  every  circum- 
ftance  that  occurs.  I  remember  when  thefc  doctrines 
^ere  firft  propofed  to  me,  by  a  very  valuable  friend, 
my  whole  nature  (huddered,  conceiving  them  to  be 
not  only  extremely  erroneous;  butlikewifc  having  a 
moft  pernicious  tendency.  My  mind,  as  it  had  been 
made  up  for  many  years,  informed  me^it  was  fo  contrary 
to  dire<5l  declarations  of  Scripture;  and  if  cordially 
believed,  would  effectually  take  off  the  edge  of  all 
pious  exertion ;  that  I  began  tp  be  exceedingly  fur- 
prifed  that  my  friend  could  have  adopted  fuch  fenti- 
ments,  as  I  believed  him  to  be  a  very  fcnfible  and 
Chriftian  man ;  had  he  been  a  ftranger  to  me,  it  is 
poffible  I  might  have  fcarcc  given  thefe  new  opinions 
another  tufn  in  my  mind,  as  I  judged  I  could  bring 
fL  boft  of  divine  evidence  to  prove  the  contrary.  If 
I  then,  agreeably  to  what  has  Been  hinted  before*  * 
judge  of  other  perfons'  feelings  by  my  own  ;  I  fliould 
naturally  conchide,  that  a  great  many  profcffing 
,  Chriftians,  will  at  firft  view  of  the  title  page,  reje<?t 
it,  with  what  they  fuppofe  pious  caution,  without 
looking  into  the  body  of  the  work.  I  beg  to  be  un- 
derftood  here,  that  I  am  not  railing  this  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  publication,  for  there  are  certainly  a  con- 
iiderable  number  of  religious  people  at  the  prefent  , 
day,  that  may  be  faid  to  be  impartial  enquirers  after 

Truth; 
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Truth  ;  and  thefe  will  feel  rather  a  defire  to  fee  what 
can  be  faid  upon  iuch  a  fubjedl.  It  is  for  the  fake  of 
thefe  principally,  that  I  wifh  to  fee  the  univerfal 
fcheme  fo  introduced,  as  (hall  be  the  leaft  objeo 
tional,  and  the  moft  convincing.  Perhaps  in  order 
to  this  it  would  be  well,  if  fomc  conliderable  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  make  it  as  practical  as  poilible.  I 
cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  notwithftanding  there  is  ^ 
much  reafon  to  lament  the  little  grace  of  many,  that 
bear  the  Chriilian  name;  that  pra^cal  religion 
will  always  recommends  itfelf  to  every  man^s  confci- 
ence  in  the  fight  of  God  :  and  I  believe  you  will 
readily  allow,  if  do6b*ines  are  not  made  fubfervicnt  to 
the  great  ends  of  chriftianity,  that  is,  to  make  peo- 
ple better ;  their  introduftion  into  the  world  might 
be  like  any  other  novelty,  diverting  for  a  feafbn,  but 
will  be  no  fource  of  confolation  in  times  of  affli<ftion> 
and  at  the  clofe  of  life  (which  are  the  times  when 
confolation  is  moft  needful),  any  farther  than  they 
'have  had  a  practical  influence  upon  our  lives  and, 
converfations.  A  cafe  occurs  to  my  mind  that  ex- 
emplifies my  meaning ; — I  knew  a  man  that  had  en- 
tered fo  deeply  into  the  univerfal  fentiments ;  that 
to  my  aftonifhment,  he  had  at  bis  tongue's  end,  all 
the  arguments  that  are  advanced  in  the  Dialogues, 
in  fupport  of  it^  and  would  reafon  with  the  greateft 
facility  upon  the  fubjedl,  let  it  be  taken  up  in  what- 
ever fhape  it  might ;  yet  if  the  tree  is  to  be  known 
by  its  fruits,  that  perfon  had  no  more  experimental 

religion 


TtiB  t7KlVE&8ALIST*S  MISCELLANY.  457 

r^igion,  than  the  horfe  that  ufed  to  draw  him  about 
the  country  for  recreation,  every  fair  weather -Sunday. 
In  fliort,  I  never  knew  a  man  that  fo  exemplified  Dr. 
Young's  meaning  in  thofe  words,  *^  thedifpute  about 
religion,  and  the  pradioc  of  it  feldom  go  together." 
A  great  number  of  minds  will  be  pleafed  with  fome- 
thing  that  is  new  to  them,  and  if  it  carries  an  air  of 
plaufibility,  they  dive  into  it  with  extreme  avidity ; 
and  if  fuch  perfons  are  not  much  on  their  guard, 
they  will  infenfibly  fpend  the  llrength  of  their  un- 
derftandings  upon  (hadows,  and  attend  too  little  to 
the  fubftancc.  I  think  you  will  eafily  agree  that 
the  bell  concerted  fcbemes  or  opinions,  are  very  lit- 
tle elfe  than  (hadows,  when  compared  to  the  more 
weighty  matters  of  the  law.  But  there  is  an  obferva- 
tion  I  have  made,  which  I  particularly  wifh  to  men- 
tion as  a  matter  of  confiderable  moment,  which  is, 
that  fome  injudicious  perfons,  through  an  over  fond- 
nefs  for,  and  zeal  to  propagate  the  fentiments  in 
queftion,  have  been  fo  extremely  unguarded  in  their 
converfations  upon  that  topic,  that  a  ftrjlnger  might 
conclude  they  meant  to  infinuate,  there  was  no  pu- 
nilbment  at  all  after  the  prefcnt  life ;  or  that  the  pu- 
nifhment  was  trivdal,  or  of  an  inconfiderable  dura- 
tion. On  this  ground  there  is  danger  of  increaf- 
ing  licentioufnefs.  Far  be  it,  however,  fi*om  me, 
Sir,  from  thinking  that  Mr.  Wincheftcr,  or  yourfelf^ 
have  given  any  real  occafion  for  fuch  an  ufe  to  be 
made  of  the  overflowing,  fuperabounding  grace  of 

God; 
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God ;  for  I  am  perfuaded^  you  have  folly  explainedl 
yburfelveg  upbn  the  fobje<5h  to  ev^y  enquiriiig  mind 
that  will  bd  at  the  pains  to  inveftigatci  it.,    But  ftill 
(forgive  me.  Sir,  if)  I  fay  it  is  neceflary  to  dwell  oc- 
cafionally  upon  all  the  truths  of  Gkxl^  with  all  thel 
energy  that  the  truths  of  God  demand  :  and  though 
I  have  no  objedion  to  the  applicatioh  of  eertaia 
phrafes  in  the  Bible,  which  is  particularly  given  in 
the  Dialogues ;  yet  I  mufl  be  of  opinion  that  thofe , 
ftriking  paflages,  fucb  as,  ^*  Thefe  fhall  go  away  into 
everlafting  punilhment."  And,  'Hheir  worm  dieth  not, 
and  thip  fire  is  not  quenched,"  mean  foipetbing  very 
tremendous;  and  being  equally  the  truths  of  God^ 
fhould  fometimes  be  dwelt  upon  with  pathcB  and  fo- 
lemnity.  Not  that  I  wifh  by  any  means,  the  awful  ex- 
preffions  of  ^^  Hell"  and  ^*  Damnation,"  ftiould  be  &• 
miliarifed  to  the  earsof  an  auditory,  yet  their  occatiooal 
prefence,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  the  prefe  has  had, 
'and  I  truft  will  pontinue  to  have,  in  conjundlion  with 
the  reft  of  divine  truth,  a  moft  blefled  tendency. — 
Indeed,  if  there  is  any  time  more  than  another,  when 
it  is  necleflary  to  enforce  the  whole  truths  of  thei 
Bible,  perhaps  it  is  the  prefent ;  when  men  under  the' 
banner  of  infidelity,  are  ufing  all  the  arts  that  fo- 
phiftry  can  invent,  to  lay  low,  even  in  the  duft,  that 
precious  word  which  has  been  providentially  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation,  from  its  ori- 
ginal 


^mi  authors,  and  upon  the  truths  of  which,  we  build  ^ 
our  hopes  of  eternal  felicity. 

But  it  may  be  there  is  no  heed  of  thefe  hints  and^ 
lobfervations,  and  I  have  trefpafled  a  good  deal  upon 
your  time  and  patyqct,  Ihall  therefore  conclude^  by 
fubferibing  myfelf  your  affectionate  brother  in  Cbrift, 
teid  a  lover  of  all  the  tilths  of  religion. 

A  METHODIST. 

tcb.  2, 1797. 

Imprefled  as  We  are>  with  the  feufe  of  the  /r«/A, 
and  importance  of  the  Univerfal  Doftine,  we  can  but 
be  conceriaed  for  its  fuccefs.  It  is  therefore  with 
tnuch  pain  that  we  hear  of  its  abufe,  even  in  any 
fingle  inftance^  but  we  believe  fuch  inftanccs  are  very 
few.  We  heartily  recommend  it  to  all  our  friends, 
to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the  do6lrine ;  they  will 
then  dwell  in  love  and  Walk  in  love  and  bring  forth 
all  the  fruits  of  love.  We  fincerely  thank  our  cor- 
i-efpondent,  for  his  caution.— £^//o/'* 


REMARK  ON  Mr.  HUNTINQDON's 
EVERLASTING  TASK. 

Dbar  Sir, 

A  FEW  days  fince  a  friend  of  mine  put  into  my 
hand  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  *•  Advocates  for 
Devils  refuted,  and  their  hop'e  of  the  damned  demo- 
iiflied,  or  an  everlafting  talk  for  Winchefter,  and  all 
his  confederates,  by  Willian  Huntingdon,  S.  S.— ► 

The 
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The  former  part  of  the  title  page  I  could  underftati<l 
pretty  well,  knowing  from  what  fource  it  (prang  ; 
.but  muft  confefs  I  did  not  immediately  comprehend 
his  abbreviation  of  S.  S.  but  reflecting  a  moment, 
and  comparing  it  with  the  reft^t  I«concluded  it  muft 
mean  JIave  to  Jlander  / 

The  intention  of  my  friend  was,  by  this  pamphlet, 
to  reclaim  me  from  the  dangerous  error  of  embrac- 
ing the  doiftrine  of  God's  univerfal  and  efHcacious 
love;  but  my  friend  has  unfortunately  mifled  his 
aim  in  doing  it,  and  has  more  than  ever  confirmed 
me  in  it,  by  the  futile  attempts  of  this  champion  for 
difpute.  And  left  my  filence  on  the  fubjedl  fliould 
in  any  manner  feem  to  countenance  a  work  fo  re- 
plete with  ignorance  and  malice !  I  have  (for  want 
of  more  time)  crudely  given  you  my  ideas  on  this 
performance ;  at  the  fame  time  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  I  think  a  work  fo  contemptible  is  totally  un- 
worthy of  your  notice,  any  forther  than  an  applica- 
tion of  the  old  proverb  "  Let  envy  alone,  it  wiU 

*  punifh  itfclf/ 

This  pious  author,  after  having  invidioufly  clafled 
Mr.  Winchefter  with  devils  (in  the  7th  page  of  his 
preface)  and  with  the  fame  intolerant  fpirit  aflerted, 

*  that  he  has  entered  into  a  folemn  league  and  cove- 
^  nant  wuth  them,  and  bound  himfelf  up  in  the  gall 
i  of  bitternefs  and  bond  of  iniquity  with  devils,* 
goes  On  impioufly  to  limit  and  reftrain  the  love  of 
God,  by  faying,  ^  Nor  does  the  love  of  God,  as  de^ 

^  fcribed 
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*  fcribed  by  Mofes,  extend  itfelf  to  all  intelligences 

*  like  that  of  Mr.  Wtncheftery  by  which  it  is  eaiy 
to  difcbver,  that  this  man  would  willingly  bring 
down  the  infinite  and  inconDprehenfible  love  of  God,, 
to  a  level  with  his  own  narrow,  contra6led,  and  en- 
vious mind  !  He  then  proceeds  to  fay,  that  *  God*s 
^  love  does  not  extend  to  devils,  nor  yet  to  the  wick- 
^  ed  who  are  dead,  nor  to  all  mankind  living,*  but 
in  the  next  page  he  forgets  what  was  faid  before,  and 
unhappily  contradicts  himfelf,  by  faying  that  ^  God 

*  has  extended  his  love  to  llrangers,'  (meaning  the 
non-ele<Sl)  *  in  giving  them  food  and  raiment  \ 
but  what  a  horrid  and  impious  reflection  is  this  on 
the  all  bountiful  God  ?  to  fuppofe  that  he  created 
any  intelligent  creatures  only  to  give  them  food  and 
raiment  in  time,  and  afterwards  confign  them  over 
to  wrath  and  vengeance  to  all  eternity  !  !  !  It  makes 
me  fhudder  at  a  thought  fo  horrid  1  and  fo  unworthy 
of  that  God  whofe  name  and  nature  are  Love ;  and 
who  has  declared  that  all  things  are,  and  were 
created  for  his  pleafure.     He  then  alks  *  What  right 

*  has  Mr.  fVinchefter  to  expedl,  or  call  for  the  love 

*  and  meeknefs  of  Chrift  }  did  Chrift  in  his  day  ex- 

*  ercife  meeknefs  to  fuch  enemies  to  him  as  Mr. 
^  Winchefter  ?'  Surely  this  man  muft  have  known  but 
little  of  the  charadlcr  of  the  Saviour  of  men,  to  alk 
fuch  a  filly  queftion  ;  for  almoft  every  child  would 
inftru6l  him  better,  and  inform  him  that  Jefus  Chrift 
prayed  for  his  enemies,  his  greateft  enemies !  even 

Vol.  I.  TjZ  ,  his 


A&l  TilE    UKlVKRSALIfiT*S    MISCBLLARTr. 

his  murderers  !  and  faid,  Father,  forgive  them/or 
they  know  not  what  they  do  !  This  ihews  how 
for  virulence  and  party  fpirit  may  carry  a  man,  fo  aa 
oen  to  obfcure  the  plaineft  truths  in  the  Bible, 
After  a  few  more  fuch  coarfe  and  unchriftian  ex- 
prcflTions,  our  author  acknowledges  that  *  he  has  not 

*  gone  through  what  Mr.  W-inchefter  has  written  on 
^  the  fubjeA ;  but  finds  a  Mr.  Mafon  has  done  it, 
^  whofe  book  he  believes  is  juft  out,'  this  is  certainly 
the  wifeft  part  of  the  author's  work,  and  if  he  had 
entirely  left  the  work  to  Mr.  Mafon,  he  would  hare 
been  wifer  ftill ;  but  it  happens  unfortunately  for 
Mr.  Mafon  (as  well  as  for  this  author  who  wiflies  to 
ride  behind  him)  that  his  book  is  now  nearly  funk 
into  oblivion,  while  the  publications  of  Mr.  Win- 
chefter  are  a  nionument  that  will  record  his  name 
and  memory  to  the  lateft  generations.  Our  author 
proceeds  to  obferve  '  that  it  is  eaiy  for  a  man  to  fit 

*  do^vn  and  quote  from  Scripture  a  thoufand  texts, 

*  and  fay  all  thcfc  favour  a  notion  ;  but  it  is  another 

*  thing  to  bring  one  plain  text,  which,  in  its  literal, 

*  grammatical,  and  received  fenfe,  proves  it/  This  I 
fuppofe  he  knows  by  experience,  for  I  know  no  au- 
thor more  ready  to  apply  Scripture ;  but  I  muft  at 
the  fame  time  confers,  that  I  know  of  none  that,  in 
the  applicntion,  abufcs  it  more ;  but  this  argument 
fccrns  the  morci  extraordinary  and  out  of  joint,  when 
wc  recollect  that  Mr.  Winchefter,  above  all  the 
writers  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  has  endeavoured  to 

explain 
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t^xplain  them  literally,  and  Mr.  Huntington,  above 
all  nnen,  has  endeavoured  to  obfcurc  the  fcnfc,  by 
Jugging  them  in  head  and  fhoulders  (if  I  may  ufc  his 
own  language)  to  anfwer  the  chimerical  notions  of 
his  own  brains  ;  which  we  cannot  but  deprecate, 
when  we  fee  in  what  manner  he  has  in  his  felf  fufR- 
ciency  mangled  and  diftorted  the  facred  Scriptures  ! 
Surely  if  any  man  has  abufed  the  gift  of  memory 
(I  will  not  lay  underftanding)  it  is  this  vain  con- 
ceited man :  I  could  wifli  him  to  learn  more  can- 
<lour,  and  humility,  and  then  he  will  learn  more  of 
the  character  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  He  next  ob- 
ferves,  and  that  very  jufily  too,  *  that  Mr.  Win- 
^  chefter  has  adopted  this  method  in  order  to  det^r 

*  men  from  anfwerihg  him  !  for  to  rcinftate  fuch  a 

*  multitude  of  texts  in  their  own  proper  light,  and  to 
^  refute  all  his  arguments  drawn  from  them^  would 
*.  fill  a  quarto  vohime  !'  here  our  author  forgets  him- 
felf,  and  pays  Mr.  Wincheftcr  the.  compliment  he 

juftJy  deferves ;  indeed,  I  do  not  Tcnow  that  a  higher 
encomium  can  be  pafled  upon  him  ;  it  makes  good 
the  old  adage,  that  truth  will  at  fometimes  come 
out ;  but  it  is  a  pity  that  he  does  tiot  long  poflefs 
this  candour ;  but  relaxes  again  into  his  own  fplene- 
tic  humour,  and  endeavours  to  tear  the  laurels  from 
the  brow  on  which  he  had  but  juft  placed  them,  by 
faying,  '  Mr.  Winchefler  Avas  aware  of  this,  and  he 

*  may  thank  Satan  for  his  counfcl,'  one  would  fup- 
pfe  that  he  muft  liave  a  great  refpect  for  the  devil, 

Zz  2  to 
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to  transfer  on  his  brow,  the  wreath  he  had  ft)  lately 
placed  on  that  of  Mr.  Winchefter :  He  afterwards 
fays,  *  I  am  willing  to  meet  him  upon  Scripture 
*  grounds  ;'  but,  in  the  whole  of  his  book,  he  has 
never  been  at  the  pains  to  reinftate  one  text  out  of 
the  thoujand  in  its  own  proper  light  (as  he  calls  it) 
but  has  very  judicioufly  avoided  going  into  the 
knotty  bulincfs,  and  fubftituted  a  plan  better  calcu- 
lated to  amufe  his  own  devotees  and  eafe  himfelf  of 
the  tafk,  by  drumming  continually  upon  a  paflage 
of  Scripture,  that  feems  to  have  as  much  to  do  with 
the  fubje<5l,  as  Mr.  Huntington  has  with  charity  ! 
The  words  arc  thefe,  Ifaiah  xxxviii.  18.  *  They  that 
^  go  down  into  the  pit,  cannot  hope  for  thy  truth.' 
The  paflagc  literally,  and  without  any  doubt,  means 
that  the  knowledge  of  God's  truth  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed in  the  Grave ;  as  the  context  explains  it :  and 
whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  to  read  the  paflagc  in 
its  connexion,  with  any  attention,  can  hardly  miftake 
the  meaning ;  and  how  this  man  can  fo  cgregioufly 
pervert  the  plain  word  of  Gk)d,  is  marvellous  !  In 
reading  over  his  book,  it  fuggefted  the  idea  of  a 
cuckoo  clock,  for  at  the  end  of  almoil  every  fen- 
tence,  the  text  brings  up  the  rear;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  book,  it  is  made  fubfervient  to  upwards 
of  fifty  different  interpretations,  not  one  of  which 
lias  any  relation  to  the  fenfe  in  which  is  flands  ;  and 
at  the  end  of  his  philippics  is  a  maflerpiecc,  which 
clearly  manifefls  marks  of  infanity,  or  blaiphemy  ! 

for 
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for  he  there  arrogates  Deity,  by  pretending  to  difccm 
the  thoughts  of  the  heart  and  the  confcience  of 
other  men  ;  for  he  aflerts  *  it  is  denied  by  Mr.  Win- 
*  chefter's  confcience ;'  he  then,  after  bellowing  one 
handlorae  compliment  more  on  Mr.  Winchefter,  by 
politely  calling  him  the  /  worft  of  liars/  fums-up 
the  whole  by  hi^  own  fiat,  and  adding  fomething 
of  his  own  to  flrengthen  the  word  of  God,  left  it 
fhould  not  be  fufficient  to  carry  his  point.  He  con- 
cludes by  faying  that,  *  they  that  go  down  to  the 
'  pit,  mt^  not^Jhdllnot  \yea^  cannot  hope  for  truth  ! 
Qucre,  whether  if  this  man  had  continued  in  bis 
firft  occupation  in  life,  he  would  not  have  been  a 
more'ufeftil  member  of  fociety  ? 

R.  W. 


QUESTIONS  TO  THE  CALVINISTS. . 

Sir, 

IN  my  Idl  letter  I  took  the  liberty  to  propofe  two 
queftions  to  the  good  people  of  the  Calvinift 
perfualion,  and  at  the  fame  time  hinted  that  want  of 
room  only  prevented  others.  .By  your  good  leave  I 
will  now  refutne  the  fubjedl,  by  propofing  to  them 
the  following :  — If  the  .Do6lrines  of  God's  un- 
changeable, univerfal,  efficacious  loije ;  and  the  final 
happy  Reftoration  of  All  Things  by  Jefus  Chrift,  be 
not  true  fcriptual  Doctrines;  why  have  they  not 
been  refuted  ?  If  Jhey  ftiould   fay,  they  have  been 

written 
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written  againft  again  and  again :  my  aafwer  is,  I 
know  it.  I  have  feen  the  zealous^  but  (not  to  fay 
worfe)  miftaken,  wild  efFufions  of  fevcral  pens. — I 
fay  miftaken ;  becaufe  they  fcem  totally  ignorant  of 
the  doArijics  they  wifli  to  oppofe ;  and  wild,  becaufe 
their  fhafts  fly  at  random :  and  do  not  meet  the 
tjueftion  on  the  fair  broad  fcripturaj  ground  on 
which  it  appears  to  me  to  be  firmly  eftabliftied.  But 
this  is  not  all,  I  have  heard  thefe  dodlrines  decried 
from  the  pulpit,  as  abfurd,  ridiculous,  and  foolifh  : 
and  fnch  fliocking  motives  afcribed  to  the  profeflbrs 
of  them,  as  would,  if  true,  prove  that  they  have  neither 
boneily  nor  integrity  before  God  or  man.  Some>  by 
way  of  ridicule  call  them  new  lights  ;  yet  with  the 
.^me  truth,  affirm  them  to  be  herefies  of  the  third 
century. 

Alas  !  Sir,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover  any  other  rea- 
ibn  for  all  this  uncharitablenels,  this  fpirit  of  bitter- 
ncfs,  than  that  thofe  dodlrines  do  not  accord  with 
the  popular  fyftems,  at  prefent  eftablifhed  in  the  pco- 
feffing  world.  A  poor,  poor  reafon  indeed,  while  ho 
two  of  thofe  fyftems  can  poffibly  agree  in  fome  of 
the  moft  important  articles  of  their  well  compofed 
creeds.  The  Apoftlc  fays,  If  the  trumpet  give  an 
uncertain  found,  who  fliall  prepare  to  battle  ?  Bat 
thefe  good  people  fcem  quite  content  with  their  va- 
rious opinions,  and  fcem  only  afraid,  left  any  one 
fhould  attempt  to  harmonize,  the  prefent  jarring 
founds  of  the  Gofpel  tru^lpet. 

But, 
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'  But,  Sir,  if  daluTfthy  had  been  argument,  and  decla- 
mation, refutation;  where  bad  been  Chriftianity  it- 
Jfelf  ?  What  horrid  falflioods  did  the  heathen  in- 
irent  againft  that  pure  iyftem  of  divine  love  ?  And 
what  dreadful  crimes  did  they  accufe  its  profeflbrs  of,^ 
when  th^  met  to  celebrate  ons  of  its  moft  facred  in- 
flitution^  ?  And  when  a  difcovery  of  the  abominable 
corruptions  of  the  popifh,  church,  forced  many  to  fbr- 
fake  their  communion,  and  to  protefl  againft  her 
abufes  ;  how  were  the  floodgates  of  calumny  opened 
upon  them  ?  What  Ichemes,  what  flratagems  were 
deviied  to  deflroy  both  them,  and  their  d6<Slrines !  Yet 
truth  prevailed  and  Ihall  prevail.  Your  memory,  or 
reading  will  furnilh  you  with  other  (lefs  horrible  indeed, 
but)  fimilar  attempts,  on  fimilaroccafion9,but  all  fpring 
from  the  fame  root ;  namely,  bigotry  to  fyflems  el}a- 
i)Ufhed  by  human  wifdom,  fuperftition,  force  or 
iraud  ;  let  thofe  whs  can  difprove  it. 

I  will  now  mention  a  few  things  (out  of  many) 
which  the  enemies  of  tbefe  do(5i:rine8  mufidoy  before 
they  will  be  able  to  overthrow  them,  each  of  which, 
I  think,  they  will  find  to  be  more  than  an  herculean 
labour. 

ift.  They  muft  prove  that  God  never  did  love  the 
^hole  of  his  rational  creature ;  or,  that  an  awful 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  divine  mind,  refpedl- 
ing  an  infinite  number  of  them. 

2dly.  That  the  firfl  promife  to  fallen  man,  ought 
to  be  the  reverfe  of  what  it  is. 

adly.  That 
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3dly.  That  the  promifes  to  Abraham^  liaac^  and 
Jacobs  ihall  never  be  fulfilled. 

4thly.  That  the  gracious  promifes,  and  prophecies 
made  to,  and  given,  refpe<fting  the  happy  reftoration 
of  Sodom  and  other  cities,  and  nations  (who  were  ut- 
terly deftroyed  for  their  horrid  fins)  fhall  never  be 
verified. 

5thly.  That  the  holy  angels  were  miftaken,  when 
at  our  Saviour's  birth,  they  proclaimed,  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy  unto  all  people. 

6thly.  That  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  was  not  proiriti- 
atory  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  worlds  and  that  he  tafted 
fiat  death  for  every  man ;  whatever  the  Scriptures 
may  aflert  to  the  contra^}^ 

7thly.  That  the  Son  of  God  was  manifefted  to  de- 
ftroy  the  works  of  Satan,  in  part  only. 

8thly.  That  the  whole  creation  (hall  not  be  deliver- 
fi-om  the  bondage  of  corruption  ;  nor  will  Chrift  re- 
concile all  things  to  the  Father,  whether  of  hea'!)ent 
or  earth,  as  the  Scriptures  teftify. 

Qthly.  That  God  the  Father  will  never  gather  to- 
gether in  one,  all  things  in  Chrifty  both  which  are  in 
heaven,  and  which  are  on  earth  ;  but  the  chofen  few, 
the  firft  fruits  only. 

lOthly.  That  although  our  bleflcd  Saviour  en- 
joins us  to  love  our  enemies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  us, 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  and  pray  for  them 
that  defpitefully  ufe  us,  and  perfecute  us;  that  we 

may 
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may  be  the  children  of  Gfod,  and  perfedl  even  as  our 
heavenly  Father  is  perfeA  ;  yet.  that  the  Father  of 
mercies,  the  God  of  all  grace  and  truth,  the  unfail- 
ing fountain  of  unfpeakable,  inconceivable  love,  will 
never,  never,  never  pardon  his  erring  rebellious  chil- 
dren, but  punifti  them  endlefely,  if  they  die  ignorant 
of  his  will ;  not  having  done  that,  which  they  un- 
derftood  not,  or  wanted  grace,  or  ability  to  perform  ! 
There  are  many,  many  other  things,  which  muft 
be  done  before  the  doilrines  in  queftion  can  be  over- 
thrown! for  the  prefent  the  above  muft  fuffice. 
That  the  blefled  fun  of  righteoufnefs  may  quickly 
^fe,  and  by  the  bright  beams  of  his' effulgent  glory, 
diflipate  all  thol^  fhades  of  darknefs,  which  now  do 
^uch  obfcure  the  otherwife  beautiful  face  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  is  the  prayer  of,  . 

Sir, 

Yours,  &c^ 

PHILEMON, 


POETRY. 


TO  A  YOUNG  I^ADY,  LATELY  MARRIED, 


D' 


^EAR  P^ggy,  fii>ce  thcfingic  (late 
You've  left,  and  chofe  yourfclf  amate; 
Since  metamorphosM  to  a  wife, 
And  hlifs,  or  woe,  are  your's  for  life  : 
VoL.L  3  A  A  friendly 
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A  friendly  mufe  the  way  would  Ihow, 
To  gaift  the  blifs  and  mi6  the  woe. 
But,  firft  of  all,  I  muft  fuppofe 
You  have  with  due  refle£lion  chofe  ; 
And  this  premised,  I  think  you  may. 
Here  find  to  married  blifs  the  way. 
Small  is  the  province  of  a  wife. 
And  narrow  is  her  (hare  of  life ; 
Within  that  fphcre  to  move  aright 
Should  be  her  principal  delight. 
To  guide  the  boufe  with  prudent  care. 
And  properly  to  fpend  and  fpare. 
To  make  her  hufband  blefsthc  day 
He  gave  his  liberty  away. 
To  form  the  infant,  tender  mind, 
Thcfe  are  the  ta(ks  to  wives  affign'd. 
Then  never  think  domeftic  care 
Beneath  the  notice  of  the  &ir. 
But  daily  thefe  affairs  infpect. 
And  fee  you  lofe  not  by  neglect; 
Be  frugal  plenty  round  you  feen. 
And  always  keep  the  goldeh  mean ; 
Be  always  clean,  but  feldom  fine. 
Plain'  inryour  neatnefs  always  ihine. 
If  once  fair  Decency  be  fled. 
Love  foon  defcrts  the  nUt>tial  bed. 
Not  nice  yourhoufe,  but  neat  and  dean, 
In  all  let  houfewifery  be  fe«i : 
Some  of  your  fex  miftake  in  this. 
Too  anxigus  fome,  fome  too  remifs. 
The  early  days  of  wedded  life  ' 

Are  oft  o'ercaft  by  childifli  (Irife ; 
Then  be  it  your  peculiar  care 
To  keep  the  feafon  bright  and  fair  ; 


f 
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For  then's  the  timey  by  gentle  art^ 

To  fix  your  empire  in  his  heart. 

With  kind  obliging  carriage  ftrive 

To  keep  the  lamp  of  love  alive. 

To  charm  his  reafon  drefs  your  mind. 

Till  love  fhall  be  widi-  friendfhip  joiti'd. 

Rais'don  that  bafis  t*wiU  endure. 

And  from  infringements  be  fecure. 

Be  fure  you  ne'er  for  power  contend. 

Nor  try  by  tears  to  gain  yo«r  end ; 

Some  time  the  tears  which  cloud  your  eye$ 

From  pride  and  obftinacy  rife. 

Heaven  gave  the  man  fuperior  fway,* 

Then  Heaven  at  once  and  him  obey. 

Let  fullen  frowns  your  brow  re*er  cloud,    . 

fie  always  cheerful  but  not  loud  ; 

Let  trifles  never  difcompofe 

Your  features,  temper,*or  rcpofe  ; 

Abroad  for  happinefs  ne'er  roam^ 

True  happineit  refides  at  home. 

Still  make  your  partner  eafy  there, 

Man  finds  abroad  fufficlent  care. 

If  every  diing  at  home  be  rights 

Hc'U  always  enter  with  delight : 

Your  convcrfc  he'll  prefer  to  all 

Thofe  cheats  the  world  does  plcafui^e  call 

With  cheerful  chat  his  cares  beguile, 

Ai)d  always  meet  him  with  a  fmile. 

SiKicild  paifion  e'er  Bis  foul  deform, 

Serenely  meet  thcJBrfting  ftorm  :       . 

Never  in  wordy  war  engage, 

Nor  never  meet  his  rage  with  rage ; 

With 
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With  all  your  fcx's  foft'ning  art. 
Recall  foft  reafon  to  his  heart : 
Thus  calm  the  temped  in  his  breaft^ 
And  fweetly  foothe  his  foul  to  reft. 
Be  fure  you  ne*cr  arraign  his  (enfc. 
Few  hufbands  pardon  that  offence : 
'Twill  difcord  raife,  difguft  it  breeds. 
And  hatred  certainly  fucceeds. 
Then  (hun  that  rock  you  foon  will  rue. 
Still  think  him  wiler  of  tl^e  tviw ; 
And  though  you  etherwife  believe, 
>tc'cr  let  him  fuch  a  thought  perceive ; 
^  When  cart  invades  your  partner's  heart. 
Bear  you  a  fympathi^ing  part ; 
Apd  humbly  claim  your  ihare  of  pain. 
And  half  his  trouble  ftill  fuflain.  * 
From  rifing  mom  to  fetting  night. 
To  pleafe  him  be  your  .chief  delight ; 
Thcfe  rules  obtained  by  a  wife, 
Will  make  her  happy  for  her  life. 


ON  A  CLOCK. 


I  LABOUR  here  with  all  my  might. 
To  tell  the  hours  of  day  iind  night. 
So  therefore  warning  take  by  me. 
And  ferve  thy  God  as  I  ferve  thee. 


> 


THE 
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FOR 

NOVEMBER,    1797. 


NATURAL    HISTORY, 

I"  Continued  from  fage  434.  J 

HAVING  proved  that  the  deluge  was  univerfal ; 
that  there  was  water  enough  ia  the  abyfe  for 
that  pvirpolc ;  and  (hewa  the  fufficiency  of  natural 
agents,  tender  divine  dire6tion,  to  perform  that  great 
work :  w^  go  on  to  notice  the  return  of  the  waters 
tQ  thei^  proper  receptacle  again. 

Several  good  Hebrecians,  particularly  Catcotf  and 
Huttchtngfim^  fuppofe  that  at  the  deluge,  the  fub- 
fiaACp.of  the  earth  was  reduced  to  its  original  choatic 
ilate.  As  p  proof  of  which  they  obferve,  that  the  word 
Irehui  which  we  render  prevail  \  denotes  power ^ 
Jirengthy  and  fignifies,  to  get  the  better  ofy  tofuhdue. 
And  Mofes  mentions  this  word  three  times  Gen.  vi^ 
48, 19, 24.  They  contend  therefore  that  by  the  waters 
prevailing ^  we  aire  to  underftand,  the  total  fubduing, 
or  dijfolution  of  the  earth  by  the  waters.  Indted  from 
what  has  been  ahready  obferved  of  the  power  of  the 

Vol*  L  3  B  airs. 
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airs,  this  feems  reafonable  enough  ;  for  as  Mofes  a^P- 
fures  us,  the  pajfages  of  the  airs  were  opened.  That  is 
the  crevices  and  fiflures  of  the  earth ;  by  which  the 
airs  pafs  to  and  fro  from  the  furface  to  the  abyis^^nd 
vice  verfa ;  were  enlarged  and  expanded :  the  airs 
rufhing  in  at  fome  places,  and  the  waters  rufhing  out 
at  others,  by  this  means  the  (hell  of  the  earth  rouil 
be  greatly  broken,  and  its  texture  loofened  and  dif- 
folved.  Befide  which,  it  feems  impoffible  to  ac- 
count for  the  vaft  quantity  of  animal,  and  fometimes 
even  vegetable,  produdlions,  which  are  found  at 
great  depths  in  the  earth,  and  even  in  the  heart  of 
the  moft  folid  rocks;  without  fuppoling  that  the 
earth  was  in  vl  fluid  ftate  during  the  deluge.  Indeed 
the  (hells  which  are  found  both  on  the  furface,  and 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  were  for  a  long  time  con- 
lidered  by  Naturalifts,  as  mere  produdUons  of  the 
earth  ;  and  not  as  the  relicks  of  animals.  As  we  find 
that  fpars,  faid  they,  always  fhoot  into  peculiar 
iliapes,  fo  thefe  feeming  feails,  cockles,  and  mufcle 
Ihells,  arc .  only  fportive  forms  that  nature  aflumes 
amongft  others  of  its  mineral  varieties:  they  have 
the  lliape  of  fifh,  indeed,  but  they  have  always  been 
terrcftrial  fubflances.  See  Lowth's  Abridgment  of 
Philofophical  Tranfadlions,  v6L  ii.  p.  426. 

With  this  folution  mankind  were  for  a  long  time 
content,  but,  upon  clofer  enquiry,  they  were  obliged 
to  alter  their  opinion.  It  was  found  that  thefe  fhells 
had,  in  every  refpedl,  the  properties  of  animal  and 
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not  of  mina:al  nature.  They  are  found  exa<ftly  of 
the  fame  weight  with  their  fellow  ihells  upon  fhore. 
They  aniwered  all  the  ch)m[iical  trials  in  the  fame 
manner  as  fea  fhdls  do.  Their  parts^  when  diflblv- 
ed^  had  the  lame  appearance  to  view^  the  fame  fmelL 
and  tafle.  They  had  the  fame  effedls  in  medicine 
when  inwardly  adminiilered ;  and,  in  a  word,  were 
{6  exadly  conformable  to  marine  bodies,  that  they 
had  all  the  acddeotal  concretions  growing  to  them, 
(fuch  as  pearls,  corals,  and  fmaller  ihells)  whi6h  are 
found  in  fhells  juft  gathered  on  fhore.  They  are 
tl^refore  without,  difpute,  animal  fubftances;  but 
how  they  came  to  be  djfperfed  through  almoft  every 
ilratum  of  earth,  even  to  the  greateft  depths  whick 
we  are  acquainted. with;  and  even  in  the  heart  of 
folid  rocks ;  cannot  be  accounted  for,  but  by  admits 
ting,  that  the  earth  at  the  flood  Ic^  the  coherence, 
of  its  parts,  and  was  dijbhed.  It  Mall  be  eafy  for  uft 
then  to  account  for  the  appearances  above-mention- 
ed, for;as  during  the  time  of  the  deluge,  there*  muft 
be  a  vafl  colle<S)ion  of  animal  and  vegetable^  fub«» 
fiances  promifcuoufly  fwimming  about,  and  mixing 
with  the  diifolved  earth ;  fo  when  the  w^Uxs  fub-i 
fided,  and  the  fhell  of  the  earth  was  reformed,  thefe 
iubflances  would  neceflarily  be  found  in  the  fitua-« 
tions,  in  which  we  now  fee  them. 

We  apprehend  that  the  fame  agents  (the  light 
and  air)  were  made  ufe  of  in  reftoring  the  earth  after 
the  deluge,  which  the  Almighty  bad  brought  infid 
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adiwi,  in  its  itrik  formation,  for  MoCcs  fiiys,  ^^  God 
made  a  wind  (Rii^h,  the  Spirit)  to  peA  over  the 
earth,  and  the  waters  were  aflwaged."  Hjc  iame 
word  here  tninflated  wind,  is  tranflated  ^irit.  Gen.  L 
2.  "  And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  apon  the  Ace  of 
the  waters.''  And  as  the  motion  then  raiied  in  the 
air,  by  the  imnbdiafte  power  of  God,  was  d^e  chief 
caufe  of  bringing  the  earth  out  of  its  chaotic  ftatc, 
into  order  and  regularity,  fo  the  iktat  agent  is  hero 
employed  tp  reftore  it  to  order,  after  its  diiibliiftioif 
by  the  deluge,  and  of  couffe  the  fame  efib6b  iol'^ 
lowed.  Th^  Waters  were  before,  iocrealing;  ixtt 
now  they  were  afiwagefl,  and  prevfcnted  from  extaid*^ 
ihg  their  orb,  by  the  pafflng  of  the  wind  overiiiem* 
The  wind,  or  air,  had  before  BAed'tiraugh  the  earth, 
ami  by  its  impul/eiroke  opm  the  foiuakmts  of  the  great 
ieefi  tmd  ofened  the  fajfoges  ef  the  air;  butit^as 
liow  made  to  adl  in  its  ufual  way  of  preffing  upon 
the  furface. 

".And  the  fountains  of  the  deep,  and  the  pail^giet 
of  th^  airft  were  Hopped,  and  the  rain  from  heaven 
Was  retrained.''  This  was  no  nu>re  than  a  confer 
quence  of  fetting  the  powers  of  nature  to  work,  as  at 
the  firft.  The  earth  had  been  diflblved,  and  the 
various  parts  of  it  floating  with  great  irregularity 
in  the  waters ;  but  as  foon  as  the  natural  agents,  the 
light  and  air,  began  to  operate,  and  expand  within 
and  without  the  earth,  then  the  fame  efFe<fts  follow- 
ed at  as  the  creation,  viz.  a  divifron  was  made  between 
.'*       .  the 
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tijc.  waters,  aad  the  fdid  parts  of  the  earth  were 
driven  together  into  a  crtift  or  (hell  again,  thus  the 
fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  flopped,  the  paf* 
iJ^es  of  the  airs  through  the  ftrata  of  the  earth  were 
clofed,  and  even  the  vapours  for  rain  were  prevented 
from  rifing.  The  fhell  of  the  earth  having  be'en 
thus  consolidated  and  formed  anew,  did  not,  and  in- 
deed could  not,  remain  long  whole  and  entire.  For 
8S  the  expanfe  or  firmament  had  now  receivpd  its  full 
power  of  K&mgj  the  ligkt  which  penetrates  all  ter- 
reftrial  bodies,  would  foon  make  its  way  through 
the  waters  on  the  fur&ce,  and  through  the  fhell  of 
the  earth  itfelf  to  the  comparatively  thinner  air 
at  the  center,  and  caufe  there  a  rarefaction,  and 
fo  ihcreafe  the  force  of  the  inward  expanfe,  which 
by  this  means  would  a<9:  more  fbrongly  againft 
the  concave  part  of  the  fhell  of  the  earth,  and 
by  continuing  to  exert  and .  extend  its  power  on 
all  fides  from  the  center,  would  by  degrees  make 
fmall  cracks  and  crevices  in  the  fhell,  which  at  Uft 
would  become  great  chafms  by  which  the  inward  airs 
would  rufh  out  to  the  furface,  and  the  waters  which 
as  yet  covered  the  earth,  would  flow  into  the  abyfs. 
Hence  Mofes  tells  us,  that "  the  waters  returned  from 
off  the  earth. continually.*'  They  returned  again  to 
the  great  florehoufe,  fix)m  whence  the  Creator  had 
-brought  them  forth,  to  punifh  the  wicked  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth  for  their  tranfgrefEons.  .  New  in- 
lets and  apertures  into  the  abyfs  were  made  by  the 
isxpanfion  of  the  internal  airs  or  firmament,  ''  and 
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the  waters  returned  from  off  the  earth  continually," 
or  as  the  margin  reads  it,  *^  in  going  and  returning/* 
in  flowing  backwards  and  forwards,  and  flu6hiating 
here  and  there ;  for  as  the  airs  began  to  afcend  be- 
fore the  waters  could  begin  to  defcend,  they  would 
ofcourfe  impede,  and  in  part  drive  back  the  waters, 
and  fo  caufe  a  fluctuating  or  reverberating  motion 
in  them ;  and  by  this  means  alfo  the  waters  would 
be  prevented  from  rufliing  down  too  faft,  and  there-r 
by  tearing  the  flicU  of  the  earth  too  much. 

This  procefs  of  the  airs  going  out,  and  the  "waters 
going  into  the  abyfs,  continued  till  the  waters  were 
colleded  together,  and  the  earth  appeared  in  the 
form  of  iflands  and  continents,  probably  nearly  as  we 
now  fee  it :  allowing  only  for  the  alterations  that  have 
been  finc«  made  by  partial  floods,  ftorms,  earthquakes, 
fubterranean  fires,  &c.  many  of  which  we  ftiall  notice 
in  our  future  progrefs. 

And  now  we  will  venture  to  aflc  our  readers,  whe- 
ther the  Mofaic  accoupt  of  the  deluge  is  not  in  itfelf, 
rational  and  philoibphical  ?  Whether  the  appear- 
ances in  our  globe,  both  on  its  furface,  and  in  its  in- 
terior parts,  -do  not  ftrongly  indicate  fuch  a  cataftror 
phe,  as  Mofes  defcribes  ? 

Whether  fuch  philofophers  as  deride  the  Scrip- 
ture, and  truft  to  their  own  conje(9:ures  in  their  re^ 
fearches  into  nature;  arq  juftly  efteemed  for  wif- 
dom  ?  Or  rather,  whether,  profeflling  themfclvcs  to 
be  wife,  they  are  not  become  fool^  by  leaving  the 

only 
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only  book,  which  can  ractionally  account  for  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  our  globe,  and  bewildering  themftlves 
in  the  regions  of  imagination  ? 

(To  be  continued.) 


DEFENCE   OP    MOSES. 

(Continued  from  page  425 .) 

IT  is  commonly  objedled  to  the  Mofaic  law,  that 
its  great  intention  was  to  enrich,  and  give  power 
to  the  Priejihood.  But  this  remark  evidently  comes 
from  very  inattentive  readers  of  the  Bible.  We 
deny  not  that  fomei  ihodem  eftablifhments  are  cal- 
culated more  for  the  emolument  of  the  prieft,  than* 
the  good  of  the  people ;  but  we  apprehend  this  can- 
not be  juftly  affirmed  of  the  Jewiih  law.     For, 

4.  Though  Mofes  tells  us,  that  the  priefts  of 
Egypt  had  land ;  which  was  held  fo  facred,  that 
Pharoah  did  not  take  it,  when  in  thexiays  of  the  fa- 
mine he  became  landholder  of  all  Egypt ;  yet  he 
gave  no  portion  of  land  to  the  prieftly  tribe,  as  he 
did  to  the  other  tribes  of  Ifrael.  On  the  contrary, 
though  their  males  were  twenty-two  thoufand,  and 
their  females  confequently  as  many ;  they  hstd  only 
certain  cities  with  a  few  adjoining  fields,  for  their 
inheritance.  Did  not  Mofes  know,  that  the  poflef- 
fion  of  land  always  gives  power  in  a  nation  ?  And 
had  not  the  Levites  as  good  a  claim  to  an  adequate 
prt  of  landed  property,  as  any  other  tribe  ?  If  th© 
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Jewifli  lawgiver  meant  t6  give  permanent  power  to 
the  Prieftbood,  he  blundered  fadly  in  his  method  of 
accompliftiing  it.  But  it  will  be  remembered  that 
there  were  tythes  for  their  fupport  alio ;  granted  ; 
but  were  tythes  of  a  permanent  nature  ?  Did  not 
Mofes  foretell  the  defection  of  his  nation  from  the 
worfhip  of  Jehovah  ?  And  when  they  became  idola- 
trous, the  law  of  tythes  was  neglefted,  as  well  as 
other  laws,  and  the  Levites  were  reduced  to  diftrefs ; 
the  Prophets  often  complain  of  this ;  yet  did  Mofes 
in  the  full  view  of  this,  inftitute  a  law  which  deprived 
the  whole  Priefthood  of  landed  property.  It  appears 
then  the  Priefthood  of  Mofes, -Mias  inftituted  for  be- 
nevolent purpofes,  and  not  as  a  tool  of  ftatc  to  en- 
Have  the  people.  Infidelity  ought  to  blufh  therefore 
at  the  above  charge*^  In  the  New  Teftament,  there 
is  no  law  of  tythes,  nor  any  fixed  method  of  fupport  . 
for  the  public  miniflry ;  but  there  is  a  general  law, 
founded  upon  equity,  which  runs  thus ;  thofe  who 
preach  the  Gofpel,  (hould  live  by  the  Gofpel ! 

5.  There  is  a  general  fpirit  of  mercy  running 
through  the  whole  of  the  infl:itutions  of  Mofes,  The 
poor,  the  fljanger,  the  fatherlefs,  and  the  widow, 
have  particular  refped  paid  to  them,  and  even  the 
cattle  were  regarded  with  compaflion.  "  The  feventh 
*^  year,  thou  fhall  let  tie  land  reft,  and  lie  ftill  3 
^'  that  the  poor  of  thy  people  may  eat,  and  what  they 
'Meave,  the  beafts  of  the  field  fhall  eat.  In  like 
^  manner  thou  fhalt  deal  with  thy  vineyard,  and 

'^  with 


^  with  thy  dive-yard.**  Exod.  xxUi.  1.1.  And  again, 
'^  If  there  be  among  yOu  a  poor  man  of  one  of  thy 
^  brethreity  within  any  of  thy  gates,  in  thy  land 
^  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee,  thoa  (halt 
**  not  harden  thy  heart,  nor  (hut  thy  hand  from  thy 
*^  poor  brother :  but  thou  (halt  open  thine  hand 
*^  wide  unto  him,  and  Ihalt  furely  lend  him  fuf* 
*^  ficient  for  his  need,  in  that  which  he  wanteth. 
*^  Beware  that  there  be  not  a  thought  in  thy  wicked 
/^  heart,  faying,  the  feventh  yea^,  the  year  of  rfeleafe 
**  is  at  hand ;  and  thine  eye  be  evil  againft  thy  poor 
^'  brother,  and  thou  giveft  him  nought,  and  he  cry 
♦^  unto  the  Lord  againfl  thee,  and  it  be  fin  unto  th^e, 
^  Thou  fhak  furdy  give  him,  and  thine  heart  (halt 
**  not  be  grieved  when  thou  giveft  unto  him :  be- 
^^  caufe  that  for  this  thing  the  Lord  thy  God  Ihall 
^^  bids  thee  in  all  thy  works,  and  in  all  that  thou 
♦^  putteft  thine  hand  unto."  Deut.  xv.  7,  10.  How 
tenderiy  are  the  wants  of  the  poor  entered  into,  in 
thefe  words  ?  And  how  ftrongly  are  their  neceffities 
reprefented  ?  With  no  lefs  afFe<Slion,  are  the  feelings 
of  the  ftranger  defcribed.  **  And  if  a  ftranger  To- 
^^  journ  with  you  in  your  land,  ye  fhall  not  vex  him  ; 
<^  but  the  ftranger  that  dwelleth  with  you,  fhall  be 
*^  unto  you  as  one  bom  amongft  you,  and  thou  (halt 
*-^  love  him  as  thyfelf,  for  3^  were  ftrangers  in  the 
^^  land  of  Egypt.  I  am  the  Lord  your  God.  And 
^*  ye  know  the  heart  of  a  ftranger,  feeing  ye  were 
^  ftrangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt,"  Lev.  xix.  33.  and 

Exod. 
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Exod.  xxiii.  g.  We  arc  not  only  ftricken  with  the? 
equity ;  but  alfo  with  the  abounding  contpaffion  of 
thefe  precepts,  which  is  fuch  as  clearly  tcr  fhew  that 
they  came  from  the  God  of  Love.  The  fatherlefs 
and  the  widow  are  alfo  mentioned  with  the  fame 
tencfer  care.  "  Ye  (hall  not  afHi6l  any  widow  or  fa- 
^'  therlefe  child ;  if  thou  afflidl  them  in  any  wife,  and 
*^  they  cry  at  all  unto  me :  I  will  furely  hear  thdr 
^^  cry,  and  my  wrath  (hall  wbx  hot,  and  I  will  kill 
'  ^  you  with  the  fword,  and  your  wives  (hall  be  wi- 
*^  dows,  and  your  children  fatherlefs.**  From  all 
thefe  precepts  the  general  benevolence^of  the  difpen- 
iation  is  evident,  and  the  compaflion  of  God  is  mam- 
fefted.  What  ancient  lawgiver,' befide  Mofes ;  ever 
gave  fuch  injundtions  to  his  nation  ?  Did  the  laws  of 
Egypt,  Greece,  or  Rome,  afford  any  thing  equal  ? 

6.  There  were  no  barbarous  punifhments  enjoin* 
cd  by  the  Mofaic  code.  Death  was,  indeed,  in  fome 
cafes  infiiAed ;  particularly  on  the  crime  of  adultery, 
which  the  modem  refined  nations  of  Eurc^  have 
agreed  to  call  a  foible,  or  at  mofl  only  a  fault,  not 
an  enormity,  and  treat  with  lenity ;  while  they  hang 
a  poor  man  for  ftealing  a  ftieep,  though  it  be  to  (^ 
tisfy  his  hunger.  Cruel  and  heavy  punifhments  havo 
a  tendency  to  degrade  human  nature  itfelf,  and  to 
make  life  contemptible :  and  frequent  public  execu- 
tions have  the  fame  unhappy  efFe6l  upon  mankind. 
Mofes  inflids  fimple  death  only  on  the  worfl  of 
crhnes,  he  does  not  enaiS  that,  for  crimen  of  Hate,  a 

man 
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man  (hould  firft  pine  for  months  in  a  dungeon,  then 
have  his  hands  and  feet  chopped  off  before  the  fatal 
ftroke  be  ibruck  ;  ok  that  his  flefh  be  torn  off  with 
red  hot  pincers,  and  then  the  wretch  to  be  broken 
alive  upon  the  wheel ;  or  that  he  be  hanged,  apd 
then  while  yet  alive,  his  entrails  drawn  out,  and  his 
trembling  heart  expofed  on  the  point  of  the  execu- 
cutioner's  knife,  and  his  mangled  quarters  exhibited 
on  the  walls  or  gates  of  fome  populous  city,  to  an- 
noy and  terrify  the  living  ! — ^No,  it  was  left  to  thofe 
modem  refine4  nations ;  who  politely  call  Mofes  a 
barbarian ;  to  infult  and  degrade  human  nature  by 
B&s  of  cruelty  fo  horrible  and  difgufting.     If  by  thq 
fentence  of  the  law  any  one  was  hanged,  Mofes  com- 
manded that  he  fliould  be  taken  down  and  buried 
before  fun  fet ;  or  if  any  incurred  the  more  awful 
punifhmcnt  of  Honing  to  death,  they  were  to  be 
buried  under  a  heap  of  ftones,  that  mankind  might 
not  be  infulted  with  a  view  of  the  body  of  a  male- 
faAor  putrifjring  above  ground.  In  fome  cafes  of  lefs 
guilt  the  puniihment  was  a  pecuniary  fine  appor- 
tioned to  the  nature  of  the  crime^  and  in  cafe  of  in- 
ability to  pay,  fervitude  was  enjoined^  yet  fo  as  that 
the  year  of  releafe  gave  freedom  to  fuch.  *  In  cafes 
of  ftill  lefs  guilt,  the  law  of  ftripes  took  place,  not 
at  the  liberty  of  the  magiftrate  abfolutely,  much  left 
at  the  caprice  of  the  beadle ;  for  the  law  command- 
ed that  the  ftripes  fhould  be  inflidted  in  open  court, 
find  in  the  prefcnce  of  the  magiftrate ;  but  the  num- 
ber 
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bcr  of  ftripes  to  the  worft  offender  of  this?  claft,  wasr 
reftriAcd,  ^  Forty  flripes  thou  mayeft  giv^  and  not 

♦  exceed ;  leall  if  thou  fhouldefl  eKceed^  and  beat 

•  him  above  thefe  with  many  ftripes ;  then, .  thy  bro* 
^  ther  fhould  feem  vile  unto  thee/  What  beautiful 
and  ftriking  difiribution  of  juftice  is  here  feen  !  And 
bow  fublimely  tempered  with  mercy.  Where  are 
Solon,  Lycurgus,  and  Numa,  and  the  other  great 
lawgivers  of  antiquity  ?  They  hide  their  dtminiihed 
heads  before  Mofes.  They  are  not  worthy  to  be 
mentioned  the  fame  day  with  him. 

:  [To  he  ^MtmuedJJ 


THB  COXFJISSION   OP   A   FREE   THINKER. 

IWILL-confcfs  to  you,  that  the  majefty  of  the 
Scriptures  ftrikes  me  with  admiration,  as  the  pu- 
rity of  the  Gofpel  hath  its  influence  on  my  heart. 
Perufe  the  works  of  our  philofophers  with  all  their 
pomp  of  didion  ;  how  mean,  how  contemptible  arc 
they,  compared  with  the  Scripture !  Is  it  poflible 
that  a  book,  at  once  fo  fimple  and  fublimc^  fhould 
be  merely  the  work  of  man  ?  h  it  pofTible  the 
facred  perfonage,  whofe  hiflory  it  contains,  fhould 
be  himfelf  a  mere  man  ?  Do  we  find  that  he  afTum- 
ed  the  tone  of  an  enthufiafl  or  ambitious  fcdlary  ? 
What  fweetnefs,  what  purity  in  his  manners  ?  What 
an  afFcdinggracefulnefs  in  his  delivery  ?  What  fub^ 

limity 
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limity  iu  bis  maKims  !  What  profound  wifdom  ia  his 
difcourfes !  What  prefeace  of  mind,  what  fubtilty^ 
what  truth  in  his  replies  I  How  great  the  comman4 
over  bis  paffions  !  Where  is  the  man,  where  the  phi- 
lofc^her,  who  could  ib  live,  and  fo  die,  without 
weaknefs,  and  without  oftentation  ?  When  Plato  de-.* 
icribed  his  imaginary  good  man  loaded  ^whh  all  the 
ihame  of  guilt,  yet  meriting  the  higheft  rewanls  d 
virtue,  he  defcribes  exa6Uy  the  charadler  of  Jefuf 
Chrift ;  the  reiemblance  was  fo  ftriking,  .that  all  tfa^ 
&theiB  perceive^  it.  What  prepofleffion,  what  blind- 
nefs  mufl:  it  be  to  compare  the  fan  of  Sophrouifcus* 
fB  the  foa  of  Mary  ?  What  ^  ipfinite  dilproportioii 
theiieis  between  them  ?  Socrates  dying  without  paiiji 
or  ignominy,  eafily  fupported  his  chara<fter  to  the 
Jftil ;  apd  if  his  death,  however  eafy,  had  not  crown- 
ed his  life,  it  might  have  b^n  doubted  w^^er  So^ 
crates,  witii  all  bis  wifdom,  was  any  thing  more  thaa 
a  vain  fophifl«  He  invented,  it  is  faid,  the  theory 
of  morals.  Others,  however,  had  before  put  them  in 
pra6lice ;  he  had  only  to  fay,  thereforf,  what  they 
Jiad  done,  and  to  reduce  their  examples  to  precepts, 
Arillides  had  been  juft  before  Socrates  defined 
juftice  ;  Leonidas  had  given  up  his  life  for  his  coun- 
try before  Socrates  declared  patriotifm  to  be  a  duty  ; 
the  Spartans  were  a  fober  people  before  Socrates  re- 
commended fobriety;  before  he  had  even  defined 

virtue^ 
•  Socrates. 
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Virtue,  Greece  abounded  in  virtuous  men.  fiut 
where  could  Jefus  learn,  among  his  competitors,  tha€ 
pure  and  fublime  morality,  of  which  he  only  hath 
given  us  both  precept  and  example.  The  greatcft 
wifdom  was  made  known  amidft  the  moft  bigotted 
fanaticifm,  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  moft  heroic  vir- 
tues did  honour  to  the  vilefl:  people  on  earth.  The 
death  of  Socrates,  peaceably  philofbphifing  with  his 
friends,  appears  the  moft  agreeable  that  could  be 
Wifhed  for ;  that  of  Jefus,  expiring  in  the  midft  of 
agonizing  pains,  abufed,  infulted,  and  accufed  by 
a  whole  nation,  is  the  moft  horrible  that  could  be 
feared.  Socrates,  in  receiving  the  cup  of  poifon^ 
blefled  indeed  the  weeping  executioner  who  admi-^ 
niftered  it;  but  Jefus,  in  the  midft  of  excrutiating 
tortures,  prayed  for  his  mercilefs  tormentors.  Yes, 
if  the  life  and  death  of  Socrates  were  thc^e  of  a  iage, 
the  life  and  death  of  Jefiis  are  thofe  of  a  God.  Shall 
we  fuppofethe  Evangelic  Hiftory  a  mere  fi6Uon  ? 
Indeed,  my  friend,  it  bears  not  the  marks  of  fi6tion; 
on  the  conttar}',  the  hiftory  of  Socrates,  which  no- 
body prefiimes  to  doubt,  is  not  fo  well  attefted  as 
that  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Such  a  fuppofition,  in  fa6V, 
only  fhifts  the  difRcully  without  obviating  it.  It  is 
more  inconceivable,  that  a  number  of  perfons  (hould 
agree  to  write  fuch  a  hiftory,  than  that  one  only 
ihouH  fumifh  the  fubjeft  of  it.  The  Jewifli  authors 
were  incapable  of  the  didlion,  and  ftrangers  to  the 

moraUty 
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y        morality  contained  in  the  Gofpel,  the  marks  of  whofe 


tl^ 


truth  are  fo  finking  and  inimitable^  that  the  inventor 
would  be  a  more  aHoniflung  character  than  the 

hero. 

J.  J.  ROUSSEAU^. 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

DEAR  SIR, 

HAVING  for  fome  years  paft  been  a  believer  jri 
the  glorious  and  divine  doflrine  of  the  Refti- 
tution  of  All  Things,  and  my  belief  therein  having 
been  much  ftrengthened  by  receiving  the  Dialogues 
and  other  valuable  works  of  the  late  ineftimable  Mr* 
Winchefter ;  it  gave  me  no  fmall  fatisfadlion  to  leam 
that  the  fucceflor  of  that  ind^tigable  fervant  of 
God,  had  announced  for  pubUca,tion,  ^  The  Univer" 
^JaltJFs  Mtjcellanyy  hoping  thereby  that  the  benevo- 
lent end  God-like  fcheme  of  universal  falvation,  or 
the  final  reftoration  of  all  lapfed  intelligences  would 
become  more  generally  known,  and  confequently 
more  generally  believed.  It  is,  therefore,  with  encreaf- 
ing  and  heartfelt  plcafure,  that  I  perceive  the  work  • 
profper  in  your  hainds,  and  although  equally  averfe  to 
flattery,  as  to  the  ufe  of  unmeaning  cotnpliment,  I 
cannot  avoid  congratulating  you  on  the  happy  occa- 

t*  See  his  Letter  to  the  Archbif^jop  of  Paris,  Eng.  Loud. 
1763,  l2rao.  p.  63.) 

fion. 
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fion,  and  adoring  the  naercy  and  goodnefs  of  our 
comnxm  Saviour  in  raifing  ywi  up  for  the  diflemina- 
tion  afiis  truth,  and  the  vindication  erf*  his  much  in- 
jured and  long  infulted  honor.    It  is  true,  that  an 
advocate  for  this  blefled  do6trine,  who  had  never 
been  a  difc4ple  g(  the  old  fehool,  or  in  other  wcMrds 
who  had  never  been  the  flave  of  a  narrow  fyflem, 
and  the  dupe  of  thofe  who  teach  "  for  do6lrines  the 
^*  the  commandments  of  men,"  feeling  his  own  foiil 
expand  with  divine  philantb-opy,  and  encircling  all 
his  brethren  of  the  human  race  in  the  arms  of  bro- 
therly love 'and  univerfal  benevolence,   might  be 
ready  to  fuppofe  a  fcheme,  which  has  for  its  obje<5l 
the  final  emancipation  of  wretched  man  from  fin  and 
all    its  dreadful  and   tremenduous    coniequences, 
would  meet  but  with  few  enemies,  and  require  only 
univerfal  notoriety  to  obtain  univerfal  belief — but 
alas  !  even  in  thefe  latter  times,  in  this  enlightened 
age,  as  it  is  called,  the  contrary  is  but  too  evident. 
Prejudice  is  a  lorkirfg  infidious  foe,  and  ibmetimes 
requires  moife  than  the  united  forces  of  Scripture,  - 
of  reafon,  of  found  argument,  and  common  fenfe  to 
draw  him  from  his  llrong  hold  in  the  human  brcaft. 
Prejudice  is  too  fi-equently  an  unconquerable  enemy, 
a  powerful  and  wily  monfter,  and  like  the  Naemean 
lion,  demands  the  exertions  of  an  herculean  arm  to 
cruih  him.     I  lately  l^pp^ned  to'  meet  with  irr^ft- 
able  proof  of  the  power  and  fad  efFe<5ls  of  prejudice, 
oa  an  otherwife  intelligent  and  enlightened  mind- 
Happening 
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libppeafng,  a  few  months  ago,  to  be  in  the  company 
of  an  old  gentleman  of  the  Baptiil  denomination* 
who  attended  as  a  meflenger  from  his  church  at  the 
Baptift  Ailbciation  in  this  place^  and  obferving  him 
to  be  a  perfon  of  pretty  general  information,  very  in- 
telligent, and  one  who  appeared  to  have  the  ultimate 
good  of  his  fellow-creatures  at  heart ;  I  ventured 
(ibppofing  at  lead  it  would  have  been  good  natur- 
edly  received)  to  introduce  the  fubjedl  of  the  Uni- 
▼erfal  Reftoration  ;  but  my  old  friend's  mind  became 
fi>^much  irritated  thereat,  and  it  flirred  up  fuch  an 
unholy  war,  and  unchriilian  temper  within  him,  that 
my  own  quiet,  and  the  harmony  of  the  company 
imperiouily  commanded  me  to  put  a  flop  to  the  al* 
tercation.  But  in  the  courfe  of  the  {hort  debate,  it 
was  with  extreme  concern,  that  I  heard  my  oppo* 
oent  vilify  the  good  name,  and  tradace  the  charaAer 
of  our  finccrely  lameiitcd^  and  defervedly  rcfpe£tcd 
friend  T  Mr,  Winchcfter.  I  was  much  ihocked  at 
the  difcovery,  that  lb  much  male^^le^ce  could  rcfide 
in  the  brcafl  of  a  venerable  and  prottiJed  follower  of 
the  benevolent  friend  of  finners — yet  when  I  rccoL 
Icdled  that  the  old  gcntlcmun  was  one  of  the  highcft 
order  of  Calvinifts,  and  that  from  his  youth  up  he 
liad  been  accuilomed  to  view  the  fcheme  of  falvation  . 
through  the  gloomy  and  .contra<5lcd  medium  of  pre- 
deflination,  and  confidering,  that  as  the  jaundiced 
eye  gives  a  yellow  hue  to  all  the  objedls  it  perceives, 
fo  the  dtfedive  fyftem  he  had  embraced,  bad  dimmed 
Vol.  v.  3C  the 
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the  luftre  of  this  intelle6lual  eye,  and  harrowed  up 
his  foul  with  the  fearful  looking  for  of  everlafting- 
mifery,  and  that  fierce  indignation  which  awaiteth 
on  thofewho  will  not  pronounce  the  Shibboleth  of  his 
party.  I  muft  confefs,  I  made  many  allowances  for 
the  ill-nature  and  illiberality  I  had  unhappily  been 
witnefs  to,  and  fet  it  all  down  to  the  old  fcore  of 
prejudice;  yet  could  not  help  remarking  that  fo 
much  invedlivc  and  irrafcibility  of  temper  was  totally 
unneceflary  in  the  defence  of  a  good  caufe.  But 
Ailem-mongers,  as  well  as  fome  other  mongers,  are 
fo  friendly  to  the  ancient  order  of  things  as  to  be 
always  inimical  to  what  they  are  pleafed  to  deem  in- 
novation. And  whoever  prefumes  to  oppofe  their 
long  eftablifhed  errors  by  the  introduc^n  of  a 
fcheme  more  coniiftent  with  the  Gofpd  of  that  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  "  who  gave  hmf$lf  a  ranfom  for  all  So 
"  be  tefiified  in  due  time^^  is  fure  to  have  his  charac- 
ter calumniated,  to  be  branded  with  the  opprobrious 
name  of  heretic,  and  turned  over  to  Satan  to  be  buf- 
feted. But  although  the  flaves  to  iyftem,  and  ob- 
ftinatc  advocates  for  human  creeds,  may  be  averfe  to 
free  enquiry,  yet,  as  your  corrcfpondent,  who  figns 
himfelf  " a  Methodift,"  obferves,  "their  are  certain- 
*^  ly  a  confiderable  number  of  religious  people  at  the 
M^  prefent  day,  that  inay  be  faid  to  be  impartial  en^ 
^^  quirers  after  truth."  From  fuch  then  we  may  rea- 
fonably  hope  and  expeft  better  things,  and  that  they 
will  not,  like  their  arrogant  brethren,  examine  the 

glorious 
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glorious  do6lrines  in  queftion,  and  its  advocates,  in 
"  wrath  and  hittemefij^  and  "  w/VA  defptefulnefs  and 
^  torturiy^  but  cxercifing  a  Chrift-like  temp^,  with 
Gofpel  humility  and  honeft  fimplicity,  examine  and 
think  for  themfilves^^-^\(rt.  may  expc6l  that  they  will 
on  all  occafions^  behave  as  becometh  reafbnable  and 
Chriftian  men,  and  profiting  by  the  rational  advice 
of  the  K^UXg.^^^*  prove  all  things,  hu$  hold  faft  that 
which  is  good.** 

I  cannot  avoid  confidering  the  fears  of  your  wdl 
meaning  methodifl  cotrefpondent,  tefpefting  the 
confequences  of  the  abufe  of  the  do<ftrine  of  God*d 
fuperabounding  grace,  as  almoft,  if  not  altogether 
groundlefs,  and  unnecefl&ry,'  efpecially  on  tiiklng  a 
view  of  the  mighty  mifchiefs  ariling  from  the  belief 
and  abufe  of  the  contrary  doilrine — for  has  not  the 
promulgation  of  the  Syftem  of  Terror,  like  the  open-^ 
ing  of  Pandora's  box,  produced  the  moft  tnifchievous^ 
cfFe6ls  ?  Has  not  the  belief  of  it  debafed  the  human 
mind  and  charadler — inflillcd  into  the  heart  bf  mart 
difhonourable  notions  of  the  Deity,  atid  reprefented  ' 
the  all  wife,  all  merciful  Father  of  all,  as  a  moft  un- 
merciful and  fanguinary  tyrant^  delighting  in  the 
everlafting  mifery  of  more  than  nuiety-nine  out  of 
every  hundred  of  their  own  children  ?  And  whom  he 
muft  have  created  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  mani-"* 
felling  his  power  and  glory  in  their  eternal  confu-» 
lion  and  wretchednefs  ?  But  furely,  if  fuch  be  the 
charadler  of   that  adorable    and    gracious   Being, 

3  C  2  *'  who 
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^  who  fent  not  his  Son  huo  the  world  to  condemn  the 
^^  worlds  hut  that  the  world  through   him  might  he 
^faved^'' — \o  imitate  Ais    perfedlions^   and   to  be 
^  ferfeU  as  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven  is  ferfe£t^ 
would  he,  like  the  mighty  deftroyer  of  mankind,  to 
plan,  and  to  commit  murder,  and  to  fpread  faavoo 
and  ruin  all  around  us — to  imitate  the  p^e<^ns  of 
fnch  a  Deity,  and  to  be  aifimilated  with  the  divine 
nature,  would  be  to  facrifice  to  Moloch — ^to  emu- 
late the  crimes  of  a  Robef^erre-^o  aim  at  univerftl 
deftru6Uon — ^to  thirfi  for  human  blood,  and  to  caufe 
the  fword  of  the  law  to  fall  on  the  heads  of  thc^ 
unibrtunates  whom  bur  own  tyranny  had  made  miib*- 
abie.    ^^  But  we  have  not  Ho  learned  Cbrift,'*  and  it 
inay  be  (wefumed,  on  a  view  of  the  fubjeA,  that  the 
maintenance  of  thofe  monflrous  creeds,  and  fangui- 
nary  fyftems,  which  have  fo  long  enflaved  the  Chrif- 
tian  world,  and  infulted  tl^  God  of  love,  has  made 
more  infidels,  and  produced  more  enen^ies  to  Reve- 
lation, than  all  the  woAs  of  the  mpfl  renowned  de- 
iftical  writers  that  ever  lived,  from  the  firft  who  had 
the  temerity  to  attack  Qiriftianity  down  to  that  mo- 
dem champion  of  infidelity,  the  author  of  the  "  Rights 
of  Man^ 

However,  my  good  fir,  looking  forward  to  a  flill 
more  enlightened  period,  when  the  great  image  <£ 
human  error  fhall  fall  down,  like  Dagon,  before  the 
ark  of  truths  and  when  the  dark  clouds  that  have  fo 

lonj 
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long  obfcured  tlie  Chriftian  horizon,  (hall  be  dif-* 
pellcd  by  the  pure  light  of  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  the 
blefied  God — I  conclude  by  fubfcribing  myfclf, 

Your's  in  fincerity,  love,  and  truth, 

S.W- 

Bath,  Nov.  lOy  I797« 


ENGLISH  DUNKERS  SCHEME.  See  page  gg. 

Sia, 
A  few  friends  having  contemplated  the  fimplicity  of 
thofe  perfons  in  America,  called  Dunkers,  who  as 
a  ieparate  fbciety,  exift  with  little  or  no  commu- 
nication with  the  reft  of  their  countrymen,  and 
having  inquired  how  far  a  (imilar  inftitution  might 
be  lawful  and  pnu^icable  in  a  country  like  this,  has 
been  the  occasion  of  the  following  thoughts.  If 
you  think  their  merit  worth  a  place  in  your  Mif- 
cellany,  the  iniertion  of  them  will  oblige 

An  occasional  Correspondekt, 

A  SEPARATION,  from  the  worid  is  what  every 
Chriftian  is.  called  to,  but  whether  fuch  a  fc 
paration  ftiould  cpmpr^end  a  total  feceflion  from- 
all  commerce  with  the  world,  is  a  qucftion  which 
circumftances  and  fituation  muft  dQ|^e. 

When  the  Apoftle  recommends  the  breaking  off 
oommerGe  with  fi;)micators,    l  Cor.  v-  §•   He  adds, 

3  C  3  ig^ 
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in  verfe  10,  ^  Yet  not  altogether  with  the  fornica- 
tprs  of  this  world,  &c.  for  then  ye  muft  needs  go  out 
of  the  world."  This  was  certainly  proper  advice  to 
the  Church  of  Corinth,  and  may  be  conftrued  as  ge- 
neral dire(9:ions  to  Chriftians,  to  continue  in  the  fitu- 
ation  in  which  the  Gofpel  finds  them ;  yet  allowing 
thefe  words  their  fulled  fcope,  there  may  be  reafons 
for  a  more  entire  feparation  from  the  world  than  has 
yet  taken  pl^e,  which,  however,  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tempted without  the  greateft  caution,  left  the  bands 
of  fociety  become  broken,  and  confufion  and  difcord 
^nfue,  inftead  of  that  harmony  and  peace  which  the 
Gofpel  inculcates. 

It  is  allowed  that  every  feparate  Chriftian  fociety 
is  a  fort  of  feclufion  from  the  world,  yet  where  is 
the  fociety  that  is  diverted  of  the  tempers,  maxims, 
and  love  of  the  world,  fufficient  to  fecure  their  own 
comfort,  and  the  approbation  of  Him  to  whom  they 
profcfs  to  be  devoted  ?  or,  that  poflefs  brotherly  love 
fufficient  to  unite  them  as  members  of  the  fame  body, 
to  fympathize  with  and  help  each  other  ? 

A  feparation  from  the  world  in  the  ftridleft  fenfe, 
may  not  only  be  lawful,  but  neceflary :  but  whon 
this  ought  to  take  place  circumftances  muft  decide, 
•  To  attempt  at  a  feclufion  when  the  heart  feels  at- 
tachments to  the  world,  too  ftrong  for  the  love  of 
Chrift  to  reftrain,  would  be  like  oppofing  a  mighty 
torrent ;  or  to  attempt  it  withdut  being  able  to  retire 
with  a  fair  chara<5ler,  and  a  clear  confcience,  would 
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be  to  di/grace  our  profcffion ;  and  to  undertake  it 
without  a  perfeft  freedom  as  to  relative  fituation  and 
connexions,  would  not  only  be  abfurd,  but  wicked  ; 
as  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  to  facrifice  real  to  im- 
Hginary  duty. 

Thus  far  may  fuffice  as  to  the  pracSicability  and  pro- 
priety of  a  feparation  from  the  world,  and  of  the  na- 
tural impediments  that  lie  in  the  way  of  fuch  an  un-, 
dertaking;  what  remains,  is  to  enquire  by  wha^t 
means  we  may  conclude  that  fuch  a  feparation  caa 
be  fully  juftified  on  the  ground  of  reafon  and  reli-^ 
gion,  and  wherein  we  may  hope  for  God's  bleffing. 

As  we  cannot  reafonably  hope  for  any  fupematuralc 
call,  or  inibrmation  on  the  fubje<St,  the  beft  criterion,, 
I  ihould  imagine,  would  be  a  ftri6l  examination  of 
the  motives  that  urge  to  fuch  an  undertaking,  as  well 
as  the  removal  of  all  impediments,  fuch  asr  ^  when 
the  mind  being  hurt  by  an  intercourfe  with  tho 
world,  which  too  commonly  engrofles  fo  much  of 
our  hearts  as  to  prove  a  bar  to  our  fpirituality,  and 
ufeflilnefs,  we  feek  a  greater  devotednefs  to  God, 
and  for  this  purpofe  wifh  to  retire/ 

Or,  when  from  a  contemplation  of  the  wickednefi 
of  thofe  among  whom  we  dwell,  and  a  comparifoa 
of  God's  condu<9;  in  times  paft,  we  fear  to  become 
partakers  of  their  fins,  and  the  punifliment  we  cx^ 
peft  they  will  lexperienca 

Or,  when  the  ways  of  Providence  feem  to  lead  to 
an  undertaking  of  tbii  nature,  to  which   we  are 

3  C  4  ftrongly 
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ftrongly  urged  at  the  lame  time  by  the  bent  of  our 
inclinations;  a  concurrence  of  circumfiances  like 
thefe,  in  my  judgment,  would  juftify  a  feparation 
from  the  world,  fuch  as  that  which  is  enquired  after  ; 
if  the  fociety  could  be  formed  with  the  profp|»£t  of 
affording  that  mutual  affiftance,  which  individuals 
ftand  in  need  of,  and  might  be  tantamount  to  the 
cdl  of  the  ancient  Patriarchs.     , 

Although  fome  of  the  impediments  have  been  point- 
ed out  that  make  againft  fuch  an  undertaking,  and  th* 
difpofitions  of  the  perfons  neceflary  to  form  fuch  a 
fociety,  the  way  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  per- 
ie6Hy  clear  ;  particularly,  as  many  facrifices  muft  be 
made,  that  will  make  a  feparation  from  the  world  a 
real  crofe  to  the  flefh  ;  however  pleafing  it  may  ap* 
pear  in  theory.  For,  by  relinquilhing  the  fociety  of 
the  world,  we  have  many  cuftoms  and  habits  to  break 
through,  many  conveniencies  to  part  with,  which  a 
fmall  circle  of  friends  may  be  unable  to  fupply,  and 
which,  however,  fome  might  be  able  to  bring  their 
minds  to  fubmit  to,  might  not  be  an  eafy  talk  to  re- 
concile all  parties  unto,  and  if  the  looks  of  thole  who 
are  dependant  on  us,  Ihould  tacitly  reproach  us  for 
a  want  of  due  attention  to  their  comfort,  it  might 
prove  a  fource  of  uneafinefs,  A  life  of  feclulion  from 
the  world,  whatever  comforts  it  might  afford,  calls 
for  a  confiderable  degree  of  labour,  and  if  that  be  not 
fubmitted  to,  the  Ibciety  muft  link  to  monkilh  aufte- 
rity  and  indolence,  which  ^'ouM  open  a  door  for  \U 

centioufnefs 
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centioufnds  Xknd&'  the  pretence  of  ^n<Sti^^  and  then 
the  grand  obje^  of  the  ieparatkm  would  be  kif^ 
which  ought  to  be  devotednefe  to  iOod^  by  beark^ 
an  open  teAimony  to  troth^  and  a  zealoud  endeavour 
to  do  good  to  mankind,  to  which,  if  I  mifiake  not* 
erery  feperation  appdnted  and  approved  by  God,  has 
evidently  tended ;  for  the  feparation  cf  Abraham  was 
(w  too  reafons ;  one,  to  keep  alive  the  knowledgerf^ 
divine  truth,  which  m  a  more  fit  fcafon,  was  to  be 
publifhed  abroad  to  the  wqdd,  the  other,  to  manifeft 
the  faithfulnefs  of  Jehovah  to  hispromifea. 

In  like  manner  alfo  the  fecluiion  of  the  primitive 
Chriftians,  was  for  two  special  purpoies.  Firft,  to 
be  mutual  helps  to  each  other  in  theif  beft  interefts; 
feoondly,  to  provide  for  their  tonporal  wants,  and  ta 
iiimiih  the  means  of  obtaining  an  alylum  in  parts  dis- 
tant from  Judea,  when  the  Jewifh  nation  fhouid  be 
fcattered  abroad.  The  acrimony  which  one  fe6l  and 
party  bears  to  another,  plainly  indicates  how  little  may 
be  expe<5led  by  thofe  who  faithfully  bear  witnefs  to  the 
,trnth,  nor  can  true  chriftianity  hope  for  any  counte- 
nance from  the  world  ;  thofej  therefore,  who  feparate 
ihetnfelves  from  the  world, or  worldly  church,  can  look 
for  nothing  but  fcorn  and  obloquy ;  and  it  is  na- 
tural to  expcK^-,  that  fiich  an  undertaking  as  we  here 
/peak  of,  would  be  branded  with  the  epithet  of  mad- 
xiefe.  Neverthdeft,  if  the  laft  woe  trumpet  has  be- 
gan to  found,  and  our  nation  (nearly  ripe  for  judg- 
ment), muft  be  a  partaker  of  the  cup  of  indignation, 

which 
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which  fcems  ready  to  be  poured  out,  fuch  a  conli- 
deration  may  operate  as  a  motive  for  fuch  a  fepanu- 
tion ;  efpecially  if  the  cpunfel  of  God  by  the  Prophet, 
Ifaiah  xxvi,  aO»  may  bo  applicable  to  Chriftiaus  now. 
And,  as  a  people  muft  be  prepared  to  receive  thet 
bridegroom,  fome  fuch  feparation  appears  necei&ry, 
as  fuch  a  fociety  would  then  refemWe  a  city  fet  oa 
a  hill^  or  be  in  fome  meafure  a  type  of  the  New  Jem- 
falem,  where  light  would  manifeftly  be  as  in  Gofhen, 
while  the  reft  of  the  land,  like  that  of  Egypt,  wouki 
be  enveloped  in  daricnefs^ 


•       FOLLY  OF  DEISTS. 

ALL  that  Jehovah  doeth  is  well  done :  infinite 
wifdom  layeth  the  plan,  infinite  power  ac- 
compliflieth  it,  and  the  utmoft  perfedlion  muft  be 
the  refuit.  We  are  all  willing  to  allow  this  in  the 
works  of  creation*  And  (hall  Chriftiang^^gpy  it  in 
the  works  of  redemption  ?  If  they  wiU  not  allow  the 
utmoft  perfedlion  of  the  creature  to  be  the  ultimate 
end  of  redemption,  they  muft  either  deny  it,  or,  they 
muft  fuppofe  redemption  to  be  the  woik  of  chance^ 
For  infinite  wifdom  cannot  impcrfedly  defign  any 
more  than  infinite  power  can  imperfe6Uy  execute. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  reafon  Chriftian?  fee  not 
the  fulnefs  of  redemption,  is,  that  they  do  not  be- 
hold the  various  ages  rifing  in  fucceffion  above  eacl^ 

other 
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Other  till  the  grand  jubilee,  which  enclofes  andcom- 
pleats  the  whole;,  infidels  upon  the  fame  ground 
laugh  at  chriftianity*  They  look  at  the  word  of  re- 
vealed truth  in  parts,  and  cannot  comprehend  it ; 
were  they  to  look  at  it  as  a  whole  compofed  of  parts, 
aftoriifhed  at  its  beauty  and  glory,  they  would  bow 
down  to  its  precepts  and  praile  the  Great  Rcftorer  of 
mankind,  Inftead  of  which,  examining  all  the  va- 
rious difpenfations,  they  exclaim,  How  ridiculous  was 
the  paradifaical  ftate  ?  Is  it  likely  that  the  benevolent 
<»^ator  could  fo  trifle  with  the  works  of  his  hands? 
Of  what  fcrvice  was  the  antediluvian  age  as  repre- 
fented  in  the  Scriptures  ?  Is  it  probable  that  the  Su- 
preme Being  would  permit  men  to  live  fufRciently 
long  to  bring  arts,  fcierices,  and  agriculture  to  per- 
fedion,  and  then  fweep  them  from  the  earth  with  the' 
befom  of  deftru<5tion  ?  How  cruel' the  age  which  fuc- 
ceeded  it  when  fire  and  brimftone  is  made  ufe  of^ 
not  to  chaftife  but  to  deftroy  the  works  of  Jehovah  ? 
How  burthenfome  the  ages  of  typesand(hadows  under 
theMofaicaldifpenfation,  more  probably  the  invention 
of  priefts  to  curb  the  rifing  principles  of  liberty  by 
fuperftition  and  tyranny,  than  the  wife  appointment 
of  a  benevolent  God.  And  as  for  your  prefent  boafted 
Chrifiian  difpenfation,  the  worfhip  of  one  God  thro* 
a  crucified  malefador !  Impoffible,  the  thought  is 
blafphemy  againft  the  Majcfty  of  Heaven  ?  Poor  un- 
happy, (hort  fighted  unbeliever,  I  pity  you  !  Read 
pgain  thofe  facred  truths  that  you  sow  defpife,  and 

you 


50a  THE  UNIVBUSALISt's  MISCBLLAJTT. 

you  will  behold  Jehovah  like,  a  wife  parent  fuperin- 
tending  the  education  of  his  children  !  Qiving  them 
maxims  of  virtue,  and  by  experience  teaching  them 
the  folly  of  difobedience,  and  leaft  the  dread  of  di- 
vine wrath  fhould  make  the  foul  deipair  inftead  o^ 
preffing  forward  in  wifdom*s  path,  the  great  parent 
of  man  has  in  every  age  done  a  fomething  to  con* 
vince  his  creatures  that  hq  loves  them.    And  at  lafi, 
*^  wonder  ye  heavens,  be  thou  alioniflied  earth  !**  He 
has  given  liis  only  begotten  Son  to  live  amongft  man- 
kind,   that  thqy   might  behold  a  living  exposition 
of  his  perfedl  word,  and  that  he,  by  his  death,  refur- 
re<5lion  and  afcenfion,  might  confirm,  before  thou- 
iands  of  witneiles,  thoie  truths  he  taught.    Thou 
poor  doubting  believer,  look  forward  and  on  the  wings 
of  faith  by  fincere  and  adive  obedience,  prepare  to 
meet  him,  for  he  fhall  come  to  reward  his  firft  l^om 
fons  with  the  crown  and  the  prieilhood ;  then  ihall 
commence  the  Millenial  age;  when  greater  roani- 
feftationsoflove  Ihall  lead  men  to  more  perfeA  obe- 
dience, and  yet  human  nature  ftill  imperfcd,  fhall 
in  many  awful  infiances  tranfgrefe.  The  infidel  would 
defpife  the  thought  of  cujtting  off  a  limb  to  examine 
}f  it  was  ufeful  and  beautiful ;  No !  he  would  fay  give 
me  the  head,  the  arms,  the  legs,  the  body,  let  me  fee 
the  proportion  of  each  member,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
whole  when  connected  together:  would  he  reaibn 
in  the  fame  manner  upon  the  ceconomy  of  falvation ; 
be  would  be  delighted  to  find  that  when  the  benevo^ 

lencc 
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lence  of  Deily  had  esxcrted  himfelf  to  make  his  crea* 
tures  happy  m  every  way  poffible^  confiftent  with 
the  fieedom  of  the  will^  that  at  laft  he  will  wind  up 
the  whole  oeoonomy  of  ialvation^  with  the  age  of 
judgment,  when  hta  mighty  power  ihall  be  nerted^ 
to  humble  the  pride  of  his  rebellious  works,  that 
they,  Me  the  prodigal,  may  fall  down  before  him, 
and  confefs  "  Father,  we  have  finned,  and  are  not 
''  wordiy  to  be  called  thy  children,"  Then  (hall  the 
trump  of  jubilee  be  founded,  and  tears  wiped  from 
every  eye. 

The  curfe  throughout  the  whole  creation  ceafe, 
And  all  be  righteoufaefs,  and  joy  and  peace. 


LETTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Unherfali/Fs  MCfcettaf^. 

SIR, 

T  AM  fbrry  to  hear  from  our  friend,  who  ftilesv 
'^  himfelf  a  Methodifi,  that  fbme  who  have  em- 
braced the  Univcrfal  Syflem,  are  no  ornaments  to 
the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.  But  this  is  eafily  ac- 
counted for,  if  we  confider  when  ^r.  Winchefler 
came  to  Lundon,  his  fentiments  on  the  Reftoration 
were  entu'ely  a  new  thing,  and  of  courfe  curiofity 
drew  fbme  of  every  perfuafion  to  hear  him.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  thofe  who  like  knowledge  better  than 
pra&ice,  fhould  fay  and  do  fiot  But  no  fincere 
Cbfifliaa  who  hath  dpoufed  Ais  fyilem  as  a  truth, 

will 
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will  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  love  God  lefs,  becaufe  they 
have  difcovered  him  to  be  better  than  they  former- 
ly apprehended  he  was.  I  had  a  methodift  preacher 
in  my  houfe  the  other  day,  and  in  the  courfe  of  our 
qonverfation  he  gave  me  this  friendly  caution  :  Sir, 
(fays  he)  make  fure  of  Heaven  here,  and  not  tniil: 
to  a  Reiloration  hereafter.  I  thanked  him  for  his 
caution,  but  told  him  he  might  be  fure  I  Ihould  not 
put  my  hand  in  the  fire  and  bum  it  off,  becaufe  I 
knew  there  was  a  phyfician  in  London  able  to  reftore 
me  to  health  again.  His  countenance  immediately 
changed,  and  he  faid  not  another  word  on  the  fub- 
jcd.  I  fiippofe  he  was  ftruck  with  the  abfurd  fup- 
pofition  of  our  trufting  to  a  future  reftoration. 

I  have  wrote  a  few  thoughts  on  feveral  paflages  of 
Scripture,  I  (hall  fend  them  for  your  infpedion,  if 
they  meet  your  approbation,  you  may  infert  them  in 
youi;'  excellent  Magazine.  I  call  it  excellent,  be- 
caufe it  excells  all  others  in  this,  it  being  the  only 
one  open  to  free  inveftigation.  Not  becaufe  other 
men  are  averfe  to  free  enquiry,  but  becaufe  they 
cannot  defend  their  own  hypothefis.  This  is  the 
reafon  why  we  hear  fo  many  rebuke  other  men's 
fentiments  in  the  pulpit,  but  dare  not  commit  them 
to  the  prcfs,  for  fear  of  a  defeat.  And  this  may  be 
called  prudence  with  fome  who  profefs  what  they 
cannot  defend,  but  he  who  is  willing  to  embrace 
truth  where  ever  he  fijids  it,  is  npt  biafled  by  partyi 
but  lays  open  to  convidtion,  and  never  reprobates 

wha 
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what  he  is  tiot  able  to  refute.  And  of  all  the  quef- 
tions  that  ever  came  under  conlideration,  this  fufely 
one  of  the  greateft  importance,  to  know  whether  all 
the  rational  creatures  God  ever  made  will  be  finally 
happy,  or  the  greateft  part  finally  miferable.  And  aa 
nran's  higheft  intereft,  as  well  as  God's  cflential  wif- 
dom,  power,  and  goodnefs,  are  involved  in  it,  I 
*hink  every  ferious  Chriftian  ought  to  confider  it 
with  the  utmoft  care  and  attention,  in  order  to 
juftify  the  ways  of  God  with  man^  And  as  the 
Univerfal  Mifcellany  is  a  vehicle  through  which  men 
may  refolve  their  doubts,  having  engaged  itfelf  to 
anfwer  all  ferious  objedions,  I  hope  thofe  who  have 
any  more  fuch  objedlions  to  oflTcr  will  produce  them, 
that  we  may  know  whether  it  can  be  overthrown  or 
not*  If  it  be  not  the  truth,  the  fooner  it  falk  the 
better ;  but  if  it  be  found  valid  and  unanfwerable,  I 
hope  no  fober  Chriftian  will  deny  it.  If  the  Calvi- 
nifts  have  any  more  obJe6lions  to  offer,  let  them 
produce  them.  If  they  can  defeat  the  Reftoration, 
they  have  free  liberty  ;  but  if  they  cannot,  I  hope, 
at  leaft,  they  will  no  longer  deny  it ;  for  to  deny  a 
propofition  they  cannot  refute,  is  no  lefs  than  know* 
ingly  maintaining  a  falfehood,  and  too  much  refem^ 
bles  the  worft  hypocrify.     . 

If  folid  tnith,  tho'  unadorn'd,  prefide. 
And  own  our  tenets  f  let  the  world  deride. 
If  (he  approve,  whilft  fnarllng  cynics  rage, 
And  pour  their  venom'd  fplcen  on  every  page  x 

With 


so6       ntB  pmmBiLrr's  KlkflciixAvr. 


"IQindi  BBttchkff  force  (be  pottrs  her  truth  «rouiii» 
Wkilft  fiophifts  hear,  and  tremble  at  the  found ; 
Her  torch  (he  fires,  which  bright  with  heav 
Shews  all  the  various  fchemes  of  wrong  and 
And  poinU  that  center^  where  all  jars  unite. 


una; 

'nly  light,  ) 

d  right,  y 

te.  J 


Anfwet-to  QUERIES  m  JOHN  L 

Sir,    • 
An  anfvver  beifig  rcquefted  to  the  Queries  on  the  firft 
of  John,  &c.  in  a  late  Mifcellany ;  I  beg  leave  to' 
fubmit  the  following  to  the  candid  confidcration 
of  your  Readers. 

IT  will  be  proper  before  I  enter  into  an  exjdanc^on  of 
*  In  the  banning  was  the  word,  and  the  word  was 
God,*  &c.  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  the  p^g^  in 
<)uefUon,  to  lay  down  the  Apoftle  Paul's  rule  as  the 
ground  of  my  enquiry.  1  Cor.  Wii.  4, 5,  6.  ^  Tha«  is 
iKme  other  God  hut  one,  feu*  though  there  be  that  are 
called  gods  in  heaven,  and  gods  in  earth,  (as  tlrnie 
be  gods  many  and  lords  many)  but  to  us  there  is  but 
one  God,  the  Father^  of  whom  are  all  things,  and 
we  in  him ;  and  one  Lord^  Jefus  Chrift,  by  (or  thro*) 
whom  are  all  things,  and  we  by  (or.  thro*)  him/  Nor 
if  the  Apoftle  is  right,  and  the  applying  of  the  word 
God,  even  to  a  creature  is  not  ipproper,  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  word  itfelf  to  prove  the  nature  of  of^ 
being,  and  it  muft  be  merely  a  relative  term. 

That 
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That  Chriil  and  the  Apoftle  were  of  the  fame 
mind,  will  appear  from  John  x.  34,  in  the  anfw^r 
which  Chrift  gave  to  the  Jews,  when  they  accufed 
him  of  blafpemy,  ^  Is  it  not  written  in  your  law,  I  (ay 
ye  are  Gods.^  Seeing  then  that  the  word  God  by  its 
frequent  application  to  them,  who  by  nature  are 
no  gods,  cannot  prove  the  nature  of.  any  being,  but  is 
a  relative  term,  I  will  next  enquire  what  it  does 
mean  : — God  by  his  angel  peculiarly  ftiles  himfelft 
the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob.  He  that 
rules  over,  or  difpofes  of  both  them,  and  their  con- 
cerns, God  fays  to  Mofes,  I  have  made  thee  a  god 
unto  Pharaoh.  Judges  are  called  gods;  Angels  are 
called  gods,  and  fo  is  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is  applied  to 
Satan,  to  gold,  and  to  the  belly.  From  a  confidera- 
tion  of  thefe  things,  we  (hall  not  need  much  teaming, 
to  know  the  true  meaning  of  the  word  Go^.  It  fig- 
nifies  to  poflefs  a  ruling  power,  to  have  dominion, 
J^ow  let  us  take  this  idea,  to  the  firft  chapter  of  John, 
where  it  is  faid, '  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God/ 
Obferve  the  particular  diftin<Stion  made,  between  the 
(Go^,  with  whom  the  Word  was,  and  the  Word  himfelf. 
The  Apoftle  fays.  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with,  Tau  Theos,  ihi  God,  or  the  fu- 
premQ  ruler  :  and  the  Word  was,  TAeos,  a  god,  or  ru- 
ler, one  that  had  dominion  under  God.  Here  are 
two  beings  diftin6Uy  fpoken  of,  one  faid  to  be  Vith 
the  other,  in  the  beginning,  and  each  called  God; 

Vol.  J,  3D  ^      thougk 
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though  With  the  drftindion  beforcmentioned  in  the 
original :  which  muft  certainly  be  intended  to  keep 
us  from  the  error  of  having  more  Gods  than  one,  for 
the  Apoftle  has  admitted  that  there  are  gods  marty ; 
(and  in  this  place  the  title  is  applied  to  two  beings) 
yet  to  us  Chriftians  he  fays,  there  is  but  one  God,  the 
lather.  And  Chrift  fays  there  is  none  other  God 
but  ine ;  tod  that  the  Father,  to  whom  he  prayed, 
was  the  only  true  God.  From  theie  conlideration«, 
it  is  clear  and  plain  to  me,  that  Chrift  cAnnot  be 
God.  in  th^  fame  fenfe^  as  he  who  is  caMed  Ms  God, 
and  the  only  true  -God :  but  in  a  fubordinate  charac- 
ter, and  by  th6  father's  appointment.  The  next  en- 
'  quiry  is^  '  What  are  we  to  underftand  by  that  objeif^ 
-being'y  or  thing,  prefented  to  our  view  by  the  pronoun 
him  ?  Can  any  thing  lefs  (it  is  alked)  than  proper 
-Deity  be  afcribed  to  him  ?  feeing  he  made  all  things; 
yet  the  qncrift  obferves,  ^  It  is  clear  he  is  c^ftinS  from 
him  who  is  the  Father ;  becaufe  he  is  faid  to  be  with 
him,  i.  e.  with  God,  whom  we  call  the  Father.'  Now, 
I  think,  he  has  involved  himfclf  in  a  difficulty  infiir- 
mountable  by  the  acknowledgment  he  makes,  that 
the  Word  is  a  diJlinS  being  from  tlie  Father,  with 
whom  he  is  faid  to  be,  in  the  beginning.  For  if  he 
is  a  didin£t  being  from  God,  and  nothing  lefs  than 
proper  Deity  can  be  afcribed  to  him,  then  there  muft 
to  a  certainty  be,  two  felfexiftent  independent  Gods. 
But  this  is  an^exprefs  contradiction  to  what  our  Lord 
.himfclf  hath  taught,  when  he  fays,  ^Thefirft  com- 
»       • '  mandment 
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Inandment  is.  Hear,  O  Ifrad  I  the  Lord  thy  God  id 
one  Lord. 

I  will  now  enquire  whether  it  is  neceffary  to  aicribe 
proper  Deity  to  the  blefled  Jefus,  becaufe  it  is  feid, 
He  made  all  things.   Firft,  then,  the  fcripture  is  clear, 
that  God  is  the  Creator  of  all,  and  alfo  that  Chrift 
created  all  things ;  but  the  Apoflle  clears  up  the  dif*  * 
ficulty,  by  (hewing  in  what  manner  they  both  are  ^ 
Creators.     God  created  all  things  hy  Jefus  Chrijiy 
whom  he  hath  appointed  h6ir  of  all  things,  and  all 
things  are  of  God^  and  by  or  through  Jefus  Chri/li 
who  does  every  thing  by  the  power  of  his  Father,  ai 
he  himfclf  declares.    Of  my  ownielf  I  can  do  nothing.  . 
Now,  before  it  can  be  proved  that  proper  Deity  ancj 
equality  with  the  Father  belong  to  Chrift ;  from  cre- 
ation being  afcribed  to  him  ;  it  will  be  neceflary  to  . 
bring  fome  paflfages  where  it  is  afcribed  to  him  ip  the 
famefenfe  as  it  is  to  the  Father :  as  for  example,  that 
all  things  are  of  Chrift,  and,  by  the  Father.    That 
Chrifi  has  created  all  things  by  the  Father^  and  ap- 
pointed Jiim  heir  of  all  things.     Till  then,  I  muft 
believe  there  is  ibme  diftindlion  meant  to  be  con- 
veyed ip,  thqfe  words,  and  that  Chrift  is  not  equal 
with  the  Father.     What  is  faid  of  building  the  tem- 
ple may  ten(i  to  illuftrate  this  fubje6l,  for  we  find 
the  building  of  the  temple  afcribed'  to  Solomon, 
I  Kings  vi.  14.  2  Chron.  chap.  iii.  and  w.  where  he 
is  faid  in  particular  to  have  made  a  molten  fea :  and 
this  fame  work- 15  afcribed  to  Hiram,  I  Kings  vii.  14. 
3D2  He 
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He  came  to  Solomon  and  did  all  his  work,  and  amotr^ 
other  things  he  made  a  molten  fea.  Now  no  man  in 
his  fenfes  will  infer,  becaufethe  fame  work  is Bfcribed 
to  both)  that  it  proves  an  equality y  nor  can  they  with 
greater  propriety  infer,  that  Jcfus  is  equal  to  the  Fa- 
ther, bccaufe  the  fame  work  is  afcribed  to  both  :  for 
God  hath  declared  that  he  is  a  juft  God,  and  a  Sa- 
vioui*,  and  there  is  none  befide  him.  Yet  this  docs 
not  preclude  J^fus  from  being  a  God,  or  a  Saviour, 
any  more  than  it  does  from  being  God,  when  he  him- 
felf  fdys  thei-e  is  none  good  but  oney  that  is  Grod.  For 
Chrift  is  a  Saviour.  God  hath  fent  his  Son  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  worlds  Men  are  called  Saviours,  and 
Chrift ^^nd  men  are  called  Godsy  and  good ;  but  they 
ire  neither  Saviours,  Gods,  or  good,  in  i^cfanie 
fenje  as  he  who  made  them  fo :  but  inftruments  in 
his  hands,  deriving  all  their  power,  wifdom,  good- 
nefs,  &c.  from  him,  who  is  independently  ^nAeJfentially, 
Deity.  As  well  might  they  attempt  to  prove  the 
Deity  of  Chrift,  from  judgment  being  afcribed  to 
him,  feeing  it  is  as  much  an  a6l  of  Deity,  as  creation : 
and  it  is  faid,  we  muft  all  ftand  before  the  judgment 
feat  of  Chrift,  and  that  God  is  the  Judge  of  all. 
The  fame  account  is  given  by  the  Apoftles,  how 
God  and  Chrift  are  the  Judges  of  all,  as  is  given  of 
their  both  having  creation  afcribed  to  them.  God 
hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  He  will  judge  the 
world,  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained,  even 
Jefus,  and  he  hath  given  all  judgment  to  the  Son, 

with 
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with  power  to  execute  it  alfo,  (not  becaufe  he  is  Deity, 
No !)  but  becaufe  he  is  the  Son  of  Man. 

I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  fhew  what  we  are  to  un- 
derftand  by  that  Being  prefcnted  to  us  under  the  pro- 
noun Hiniy  who,  I  agree  with  the  querift, .  exifted  be- 
fore he  was  made  flefh,  or  rather  took  flefli  on  him ; 
as  it  is  faid,  a  body  haft  thou  prepared  me ;  and  hope 
to  prove  from  the,  fcripture,  that  he  might  have  been 
with  the  Father,  and  had  a  glory  with  him  before  the 
world  was,  and  not  be  Deity.  It  is  moft  clear  he 
did  prc-exift,  for  it  is  exprefsly  declared,  that  he  is 
before  all  things,  and  that  Grod  hath  fpoken  to  us  by 
his  Son  (not  in  human  nature  only,  but  by  that  Son) 
by  whom  he  made  the  world ;  by  that  Son  who  had 
a  glory  with  him  before  the  world  was  ;  and  whom, 
in  the  fiilnefs  of  time,  he  fent  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  He  is  faid  to  be  the  jfirft-born  (not  of  the 
new  creation  only)  but  of  every  creature ;  the  begin- 
ning of  the  creation  of  God.  For  as  God  does  every 
thing  by  agency,  fo  Jefus  was  the  agent  by  whom  he 
created  the  world,  and  he  has  this  peculiar  honour 
over  all  other  beings,  in  that  he  is  the  immediate 
production  of  the  power  of  God ;  and  therefore  call- 
ed the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  while  all  others  arc 
created  by  him,  as  the  agent  in  the  hand  of  God. 
So  that  as  God  is  the- head  of  Chrift,  he  is  the  head 
of  man.  He  is  the  agent  by  whom  God  manifefts 
himfelf  to  the  children  of  men,  in  judgment  or  in 
mercy,  by  whom  falvation  is  brought  to  a  guilty 
world,  by  whom  all  will  be  judged,  the  righteous 

rewarded 
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rewarded,  and  the  wicked  punifhed ;  and  by  whqni^ 
finally,  all  the  creatures  of  God  will  be  recon- 
ciled and  teftored.  Thus  we  fee,  that  as  all  things 
are  of  Grod,  fo  they  arc  all  through  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
the  agent  in  the  hand  of  God.  That  he  may  ac-» 
complift  all  tbefe  things,  the  Father  hath  treafured 
up  in  him,  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge, with  all  the  power  neceflaiy  to  accomplifti  the 
great  work  to  which  he  is  appointed.  This  the  bleA 
fed  Jefus  acknowledges,  when  he  fays.  The  Father 
loveth  the  Son  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hands^ 
and  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 

The  querift  fays,  •  In  his  judgment.  He  who  iff 

*  called  the  Word^  is  the  real  and  proper  Son  of  God^ 

*  and  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God  before  he  took 
'  flelh.*  How  this  would  prove  him  to  be  equal  to  the 
Father  I  cannot  fee ;  becaufe  he  that  begat,  mufl:  be 
before  him  that  is  begotten  :  and  at  leaft,  muft  have 
a  property,  which  the  Son  hath  not,  viz.  that  of  be* 
getting.  It  is  faid  by  fome,  that  he  was  begotten 
from  all  eternity ;  but  a  begotten  being  muft  have 
had  a  beginning,  and  he  that  begat,  muft  have  ^x- 
ifted  before  he  begat  a  fon.  And  there  muft  have 
been  a  time,  though  it  were  but  a  moment,  when 
the  Son  did  not  exift  ;  but  if  this  kind  of  reafoning 
were  admitted,  we  need  only  go  a  little  farther  back, 
to  prove  that  the  Deity  had  a  beginning.  Again,  the 
Father  hath  the  property  of  felfexiftence,  which  the 
Son  hath  not ;  and  as  it  would  be  nonfenfe  to  fey, 
one  ladder  is  equal  in  height  to  another,  all  but  one 

ftep, 
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ilcp,  fo  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fay,  the  Son  is  equal 
to  the  Father,  all  but  this  or  that.  It  is  faid  by  fome, 
he  muft  be  of  the  feme  nature  pf  his  Father,  even  as 
the  ion  of  a  man  is  of  Aa^  nature;  but  here  are  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  this  infurmountable.  For  the 
Father's  properties  arife  out  of  his  nature.  Is  he  ftlf- 
4  exiftent,  or  unoriginate  ?  It  is  his  nature.  Is  he  in- 
finite in  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs  ?  It  is  his  na- 
ture, and  were  he  deficient  in  one  of  thcfe,  he  muft 
ceafe  to  be  Deity ;  but  we  find  Jefus  a  derived,  a  d^ 
pendent  being:  circumfcribed  in  his  power,  and 
filib  in  his  knowledge.  Of  my  own  felf,  fays  Chrift, 
I  can  do  nothing*  Of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth 
po  man,  no,  not  the  Son,  nor  the  angels,  but  my 
Father  only.  The  times  and  the  feafbns  the  Father 
hath  put  in  his  own  power.  Let  it  not  be  faid,  it  is 
his  human  nature  only  ;  becaufc,  if  that  mode  of  rea-. 
foning  is  admitted,  I  may  fay,  Jefus  Chrift  did  not 
die,  did  not  rife  again,  nor  afcended  up  on  high, 
becaufe  we  know  his  divine  nature,  if  he  were  Deity 
is  not  capable  of  fuch  things.  I  only  need  a  referve, 
limilar  to  what  they  fay  Chrift  had,  viz.  that  I  mean 
his  divine  nature  only,  and  then  I  am  truly  orthodox, 
though  nobody  would  underftand  me.  But  if  Jefus 
was  fi)  very  cautious  of  making  known  his  divinity, 
it  is  a  proof  that  he  did  not  intend  it  to  be  known, 
and  of  courfe,  is  not  an  obje6l  of  our  failh.  So  that 
the  Unitarian  believes  all  that  is  neccflary,  or  requir- 
ed ;  while  his  opponents  are  perplexing  tiiemfelvesr 
with  being  wife  above  what  is  written. 

The 
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The  querift  fays,  ^  That  there  is  a  plurality,  in  the 

*  Godhead,  is  evident ;  and  founds  his  evidence 
^  on  the  word  Elohim*  which  word,  by  examining 
the  Scripture,  will  plainly  appear  to  be  a  relative 
name ;  and  is  frequently  applied  tO'  perfons  where, 
if  4t  were  read  tranf-plural,  would  make  the  rankcfl: 
nonfenfe.     As  for  example,  God  fays  to  Mofes,  *  I 

*  will  jnake  thee  Elokim  to  Pharoah/  He  did  not 
mean  he  would  make  him  a  plurality  of  beings  to 
Pharoah ;  but  that  he  would  give  him  power  over, 
or  make  him  as  a  God  to  him.  Eloiim,  flgnifies  in 
general,  the  fame  as  Tkeos  in  the  Greek ;  but  if 
they  will  have  it  tranflated  plural,  try  how  it  will  do 
in  Pfalm  xlv.  6,  7 9  where  the  Father  is  fpeaking  to 
the  Son.     '  Thy  throne  O  Elohim  !  (GotisJ  is  for 

*  ever  and  ever :  thou  haft  loved  righteoufnefs  and 

*  hated  iniquity,  therefore  Elohim  (Gods}  thy  God 

*  hath  anointed  th  ce  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above 
c  thy  fellows.*  Now,  if  this  be  a  proper  tranflation  of 
the  word  Elohim  (without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whom  they  call  Elohim  alfo)  there  muft 
he  four  Gods  at  leaft :  for  if  the  Son  is  Gods  and  the 
Father  Gods,  there  muft  at  leaft  be  two  in  eacb,  if 
no  more.  Thus  if  thi^  word  could  be  proved  to  be 
plural,  by  proving  too  much,  it  would  prove  nothing 
in  favour  of  the  Trinity.     It  is  alfo  enquired,  ^  What 

*  muft  we  underftand  by  fuch  fentcnces  as  thefe, 

*  Let  us  make  man,  &c.'  I  fay  it  is  not  neceflary  to 
believe  a  plurality  in  the  Deity  to  underftand  them : 
for  admitting  the  Deity  to  be  fpeaking  to  his  Son,  or 

to 
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to  angels,  it  does  not  prove  their  equality,  unlefs  it  is 
impoffible  for  Deity  to  fpeak  to  any  but  hiaifclf,  or 
his  equal.  Befide,  thefe  expreffions  are  frequently 
ufed  in  Scripture  by  one  fingle  individual,  wbea 
*  faking  to  one,  or  more,  about  any  thing  they  are 
mutually  concerned  about  or  engaged  in.  In  rcfpedt 
to  the  words  perlbrAality  or  perfonalities,  I  fhall  .not 
contend  about  them,  though  I  think  it  beft  at  all  * 
times  to  hold  fail  the  form  of  found  words,  and^fihd 
iny felf  perfe6lly  fatisfied  in  knowing  therfc  is  one  God, 
and,  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  maa 
Chrift  Jefus.  And  that  under  Jefus  the  Father  hath 
put  all  things,  but  when  it  is  faid  all  things  are  put 
under  him.  He  is  excepedwho  did  put  all  things  uu* 
der  him.  And  when  he  (hall  have  fubdued  all  things 
to  himfelf,  then  fhall  he  givQ  up  the  kingdom,  and 
the  Son  himfelf  (hall  be  fubjedl  to  Him  who  did  put 
all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all. 

I  will  conclude  with  the  fentiment  of  him  I  am 
replying  to,  that  I  fubmit  what  I  have  written  td 
them  who  may  read  it,  to  make  fuch  remarks  and 
improvements  they  may  fee  proper :  and  pray  God 
^hat  we  may  be  able  to  difcufs  this,  and  every  other 
4o<3rine  with  candor,  forbearance,  and  love;  thea 
how  widely  foever  we  may  differ,  we  fhall. not  fall 
oiit  by  the  way,  but  proving  all  things,  and  holding 
faft  that  which  is  good,  we  fhall  be  able  to  feparato 
the  chaflffrom  the  pure  grain,  and  fo  rejoice  exceed- 
i^iglj  in  the  truth,  which  is  the  fincere  defire  of 

S.THOMPSON. 

Viit.I.  3E 
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UNIVERSALISrS 
NEW  PSALM  AND  HYMN  BOOK. 

MR.  WINCHESTER'S  Hymn  Book  has  been 
out  of  print  two  years.  The  excelleacy  of 
that  book  confided  chiefly  in  the  fubjefts  it  contain- 
ed, on  the  Millenium  and  Reftoration,  and  in  the 
feneral  fentiments  of  the  Hymns  being  Scriptural. 
Ve  thought  of  re-publi(hing  it ;  but  the  following 
<X)nfiderations  made  us  defift. 

I.  Mr.  Winchefter*s  book  has  been  publiflied 
only  about  jfive  years,  but  by  law  no  publication 
may  be  re-publiflied  within  fourteen  years,  except  by 
the  author ;  unleis  leave  be  obtained  from  him.  We 
therefore,  hefitated  with  regard  to  the  legality  of  our 
proceeding ;  not  that  we  had  fear?  with  refpedl  to 
Mr.  W.  but  we  knew  the  influence  he  was  under. 
And  though  the  dear  refpefted  man  is  now  dead ; 
yet,  his  wife  is  living. 

II.  Many  of  our  mofl  judicious  friends  thought 
that  the  poetry  of  Mr.  Winchefter's  book  was  <^ten 
below  mediocrity,  and  they  frequently  fuggefted  that 
^feleffion  from  his,  and  fome  other  Hymn  books,  would 
be  better  than  to  reprint  the  old  one  entirely  ;  even 
if  we  had  fret  authority  fo  to  do. 

III.  We  have  long  thought  that  Chriftians  wcnild 
receive  more  inftruaion,  and  praife  God  with  more 
acceptance,  in  ufing  holy  David's  Pfalms,  than  ia 
ufli^g  any  meer  human  compofition  whatever.  Our 
Lora,  and  his  ApofUes  alio,  often  referred  to  the 
Pfalms  as  containing  things  concerning  his  perfon, 
fufferings,  and  the  following  glory  of  his  kingdom.  It 
will  probably  be  faid  that  we  might  have  ufed  Dr. 
Watt's  Pfalms,  which  for  piety  2x1^  poetry,  are  not  to 
be  exceeded.  We  give  the  worthy  Dodor  his  foil  cre- 
dit in  both  thefe  rcfpedls.  But  as  much  as  we  ho- 
nour his  memory,  we  can  but  think  he  doth  no^  enter 

fully 
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folly  into  the  feelings  of  the  Redeemer  s  mind  in  his 
Sufferings^  nor  into  the  glories  of  the  Millenium,  much 
lefs  doth  he  look  forward  to  the  times  of  the  Rejloration 
of  all  Things.  In  the  prefent  book  it  has  been  attempt- 
ed therefore  to  exhibit  thefe  great  things.  As  for 
the  poetry,  many  of  our  readers  will  be  competent 
to  judge  of  that,  who  are  not  competent  to  judge, 
whether  the  true  fenfe  of  the  original  be  exprefled. 
It  is  our  opinion  that  the  Pfalms  may  be  of  great  fer- 
vice,  to  that  part  of  the  church  of  God,  e^cially, 
which  believes  the  Unherfal  Do£lrine. 

As  for  the  Hymns,  they  are  chiefly  a  feleAion, 
and  moftly  from  Mr.  Winchefter's  book,  though 
there  are  many  from  others,  whofe  names  are  men- 
tioned. A  few  will  be  found  without  a  name,  the 
writer  of  the  Pfalms  is  accountable  for  them. 

It  is  not  expelled  that  all  our  friends  will  be 
equally  pleafed  with  the  prefent  book,  but  we  hope 
there  is  nothing  in  it  that  deferves  the  fcrious  dif- 
pleafure  of  any  of  them.  We  infert  the  following 
as  a  fpccimen  of  the  Pfalms : 

PSALM  XII. 

1.  TEHOVAH  now  falvation  fend, 

J   For  all  thy  ancient  faints  arc  gone  ; 
Few  are  th'  upright,  whofe  hopes  depend 

On  tliy  redeeming  grace  alone  : 
Falfe  flatt'ry  with  deceitful  tongue,  • 

O'er  all  thy  Chriftian  church  prevails ; 
To  fyftem  tunes  her  artful  fong, 

And  ev'ry  Gofpel  truth  aflails. 

2.  Thou  wilt  the  tongue  deceitful  flay, 

Who,  with  its  artful,  boaftine  word, 
Saith,  "  We  o'ercome  and  .lead  away, 

"  Odt  own  we  are,  and  know  no  Lord.'*^ 
Becaufe  of  human  tyranny, 

And  direful  groans  of  thofe  brought  down, 
«  I  will  arife,"  my  God  Ihall  fay,  • 

"  And  man  (hall  ray  falvation  own.'* 

3.  Jehovah 
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3.  Johovah  thy  commands  are  pure» 

From  errdf'S  filthy  droft  made  free ; 
Guarded  by  Thee,  they  fhall  eridure. 

And  to  the  age  preferved  be : 
But  till  that  gloribus  time  commence. 

The  wicked  fpread  their  power  around  ; 
And  while  they  break  Religion's  fence, 

In  wealth  and  pomp,  and  pow'r  abound. 

PSALM    CL. 

1  TJRAISE  the  Lord,  the  Saviour  praife, 
X      High  on  his  exalted  tlirone, 

Let  the  Heav'ns  his  triumph  raifc, 

Make  his  pow'r  and  glory  known. 
Praife  him  for  his  viftory, 

Praife  him  with  the  trumpets  found, 
Praife  him  in  full  harmony, 

Spread  his  glory  wide  around. 

2  Ev'ry  breath  the  fong  fhall  fwcll. 

All  fhall  the  glad  concert  join, 
Thro'  the  heav'ns,  the  earth,  and  hell, 

All  fhall  raife  tlie  fong  divine.  ^ 
Ev'ry  where  his  praife  be  heard, ' 

All  fhall  his  falvation  prove. 
All  obey  and  know  the  Lord, 

Glor'ing  in  redeeming  love. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Our  friend  W.  F.  ihall  have  the  topographical  erron,  in  hit  queries 
en  John  i.  corre£led  in  our  Errata  at  the  end  of  the  year.  His  thoughts 
en  I  Pet.  iii.  iS^20.  (hall  be  inierted  at  foon  at  convenient. 

Our  Correfpondent  from  Birmingham,  it  roiftaken  in  funpofing  that 
we  deny  the  return  of  the  Jewt  to  their  own  land.  The  queniont  propoT- 
cd  by  Curiofo,  page  160,  do  not  carry  a  negRtive,  neceUarily,  in  them* 
As  none  of  our  Correlpondents  have  attended  to  thofe  queftiont,  perhapt» 
Curiofo  himlelf  will  favour  ut  with  fome  thoughts  upon  them* 

A  Correfpondent  from  Brighthelmftone»  has  adced.  What  it  the  Scrip* 
ture  account  of  Ele£lion,  and  what  connexion  has  the  Doflrine  of  EleQioa 
with  the  Univerfal  Reftoration  ?  We  would  thank  any  of  oar  fHcndt  foe 
their  thoughts  on  this  queftion. 

A  Conftant  Readir^  comfUmu  that  many  things  in  our  Mifcellany  are 
lit  only  to'pleafe  cbiLinn,  We  anfwer,  that  we  woukl  not  willingly  gm 
offence  to  the  manfy  part  of  our  readers,  but  we  are  really  glad  that  theft 
is  any  thin^r  in  our  work  to  afford  rational  pleafure  to  youth.  Thus  far 
our  deGgn  is  anfwered.    See  our  advertifement  on  the  cover  of  Mifcellany. 

AfemaU  nadtr^  thanks  us  for  our  advice  to  Wwis  \  fie  pbetry  im  our 
ion ;  and  requeftsy  nay,  almpft  demaudst  that  wo  would  give  advice  to 
Huflwtds.  We  mean  to  follow  her  counfel,  in  fome  future  Number }  and 
flatter  curfelvet,  tkot  both  HuibaiKlt  aad  Wivet|  wiU  bt  ^n^z/n^by  our 
adncr. 
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DEITY  OF  CHRIST. 

To  the  Editoi^ofthe  Unherfali/Fs  Mifcelhny. 

Sw, 

T  was  with  forae  concern  that  I  law  a  long  letter 


I 


in  your  laft,  againft  the  Divinity  of  Chrift.  I 
could  hardly  reconcile  the  infertion  of  that  piece  in 
your  Mifcellany,  with  your  known  fentiments ;  but 
I  reafoned  thus  upon  the  fubjeft :  '  The  Editor  of  a 
pubirc  paper  is  under  the  neceffity  of  inferting  fome 
things  which  contain  opinions  very  inimical  to  his 
own ;  candour  demands  this  at  his  hand — ^truth  de- 
mands it;'  for  how  can  truth  appear  in  its  native 
beauty,  but  by  being  confronted  with  error/  I  hope 
that  the  truth  of  the  do6lrine  in  queftion  will  appear 
the  more  bright,  by  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Thompfon 
to  overthrow  it. 

I  have  long  obferved,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the 
Divinity  of  Chrift,  do  in  general  deny  alfo  the  fallen 
-ftate  of  man,  the  neceffity  of  atonement  by  the  blood 

Vol.  I.  3  F  of 
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of  the  crofs,  and  confequently  the  neceffity  of  rege- 
neration by  the  Holy  Spirit.     If  Mr.  T.  fays  this  is 
not  his  cafe,  I  anfwer,  I  do  not  charge  him  with  it  ; 
but  I  make  this  remark,  which  is  founded  in  fa6l,  for 
the  benefit  of  thofe  of  your  readers,  who  may  not 
have  heard  of  the  ill  effedVs  of  Arianifm.     To  me,   I 
confefs,  it  is  no  recommendation  of  that  fentiment, 
that  it  fhould  draw  after  it  fo  great  a  defedion  from 
feveral  of  the  firfl  principles  of  Revelation :  and  pro- 
bably mofl  experienced  Chriflians  will  think  of  it  as 
I  do.     I  have  feveral  times  heard  you  in  public  con- 
tend for  the  rationality  of  Revelation ;  by  which  I 
have  always  underflood  you  to  meaa,  that  there  is 
nothing  in  Scripture  contrary  to  reafc«|;  though  you 
have  always  allowed  there  are  thin^  above  reafon. 
This  fentiment,  which  I  think  is  a  jufl  one,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  illuftrate  in  two  or  three  particulars. 
For  inflancc,  who  can  comprehend  the  inawier  of  the 
operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the. heart,  in  re- 
generation ?     Our  Lord  likens  it  to  the  blowing  of 
the  wind ;  which,  notwithflanding  the  clofc  obferva- 
tion,  and  fpecious  theories,  of  modern  philofophers, 
remains   yet    enveloped  in  viyjtery.      Indeed,   it  is 
no  myftcry  that  the  wind  blows,  for   evejy   body 
knows  that ;  but  the  manner  of  its  operation  is  not 
yet  accounted  for;,  hitherto  the  greateft  writers  upon 
the  fubjecl   have  brought   forward  theories  which 
have   contradicted   each   other.      So  likewife,  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  does  adl  in  convicSlion,  convcrfion 

and 
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and  comfort  upon  the  human  mind,  is  evident ;  but 
the  manner  of  His  operations  is  an  infcrutable  myjlery* 
Yet,  is  the  do(5hine  of  regeneration,  and  divine  in- 
fluences, to  be  reje<?ted  on  that  account  ?  Surely 
not!  For  if  there  be  fomething  in  it  above  reafbn^ 
there  is  nothing  in  it  contrary  to  reafon. 

Again,  the  do6lrine  of  the  refurredtion  is  ahovt 
reafon.  Who  can  defcribe  the  manner  and  circum- 
ftancesofit?  Or  who  would  ever  have  known  it 
without  revelation?  And  yet.  What  man,  in  the 
exercife  of  his  fcnfes,  would  reje6l  that  glorious 
truth,  ib  full  of  ^onfolation  to  feeble  and  dying  men, 
becaufe  he  cannot  underftand  its  circumftances  ? 

I  fincerely  wifli  Mr.  T.  had  conlidered  the  Deity 
of  Chrift  in  the  fame  light  as  the  above-mentioned 
doArines,  not  contrary  to  reafon,  though  above  its 
comprehenfion,  at  leaft,  I  will  fay,  it  is  thus  that  I 
have  long  confidered  it. 

In  this  view  of  the  fubjedl,.  I  do  not  think  it  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  explain  the  mode  of  the  divine  ex^ 
ijience  ;  nay,  I  freely  own  I  do  not  underftand  it;  but. 
I  think,  if  I  can  prove  that  the  Deity  of  Chrift  is 
plainly  revealed  in  Scripture,  fuch  proof  will  demand 
the  aflent  of  every  man,  who  owns  the  authority  of 
Scripture,  notwithftanding  any  difficulties  which 
may  remain  concerning  the  mode  of  the  divine  ex- 
iftence.  I  know  the  common  objection  which  is 
made  againft  believing  any  thing  in  revelation  which, 
we  cannot  underftand,  viz.  That  it  gives  offence  to 
3  F  2  ftrong 
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ftrong  reafoning  minds,  and  drives  them  into  Deirm. 
But,  Sir,  t  do  not  fee  the  propriety  of  giving  up  the 
truths  of  revelation,  to  pleafe  Deifts  and  other  fpecu- 
lative  men.  And  will  alfo  affirm,  that  the  fame  fpi- 
rit  of  complaifance  which  would  lead  a  Chriftian  to 
bring  down  every  truth  of  revelation  to  human  com- 
prehenfion,  in  order  to  gain  Deifts,  would  lead  a 
Deift  to  give  up  the  grandeft  truth  of  natural  reli- 
gion to  an  Atheift.  I  mean,  the  felf-^xtjience  of  God, 
Only  let  us  fuppofe  an  Athdft  and  a  Deift  converg- 
ing together.  . 

Deijl. — Sir,  I  think  you  are  in  a  great  error,  in 
denying  the  being  of  God  :  there  muft  be  a  felf-ex- 
iftent  firft  caufe  of  all  things. 

AtJieifi. — Sir,  I  do  not  underfiand  the  idea  of  fclf- 
jexiftence :  do  you  ? 

Dei/l. — I  own  I  do  not  underftand  it ;  but  it  \s^ 
highly  reafonable  to  believe  that  there  is  a  felf-cxift- 
cnt  Beings 

Atheift, — Sir,  I  admit  nothing  into  my  creed  which 
I  do  not  widerftand.  When  you  will  deign  to  ex- 
plain to  me  the  nature  of  felf-cxiftence,  I  wiD  give 
my  aflent  to  the  being  of  a  God  ;  till  then  I  will  re- 
je6l  it,  as  abfurd. 

You  will  fee,  Mr.  Editor,  the  conformity  of  the 
general  principle  upon  which  the  Deift  adls  in  re- 
jetfling  Chriftianity,  and  the  Atheift  in  rejeiling 
Deifm.  They  both  plead  they  cannot  underjiand  it. 
Arid  they  both  fay  it  \%  unrmfonabk  to  believe  what 

they 
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they  cannot  undcrftand.  Now,  Sir^  I  can  but  think 
that  Mr.  T.  reje6ls  the  do6lrine  of  the  Deity  of 
Chrift  on  the  very  fame  principle^  viz.  He  cannot  un- 
dcrftand how  the  Father  and  the  Son  can  both  b« 
truly  Grod.  I  freely  own,  Sir,  that  I  do  not  under^ 
Jtami  ih\s  myfelf;  but  I  do  not  find  fny  confequencc 
hurt,  or  the  dignity  of  my  nature  infulted,  by  be* 
lieving  what  I  cannot  underftand  in  this  cafe  ;  for  if 
God  hath  revealed  a  truth,  though  he  hath  not  re- 
vealed the  modus  of  that  truth,  I .  think  I  have 
fufficient  groiuid  for  faith,  although  I  have  none  for 
fpcculation.  For  who  by  fcarching  can  find  out 
God,  or  know  the  Almighty  to  peife<5lion  ? 

I  wifh  it  to  be  underftood  that  there  are  fome 
points  in  which  I  have  no  difpute  with  Mr.  T.  He 
fiiys  that  the  word  God  is  applied  to  angels,  magif- 
trates,  Satan,  gold,  the  belly  of  a  gluttonous  man, 
&c.  I  grant  it.  But  this  it^akcs  nothing  againft  the 
Deity  of  Chrift,  unleft  it  could  be  proved  that  the 
word  is  applied  to  him  in  the  fame  low  fenfe,  in 
which  it  is  applied  to  them.  But  I  hope  to  prove 
that  our  blefled  Lord  is  called  GoJ,  tnfuch  afcnje  as 
no  creature  is,  or  can  be  zvithout  hhfphemy.  I  think  the 
words  upon  which  this  qiieftion  was  firft  brought 
forward  are.  full  to  this  point.  "  In  'the  beginning 
^'  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
"  the  Word  was  God  :  the  fame  was  in  the  beginning 
"  with  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him,  and 
^^  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  wa» 
3  F  3  ''  made.** 
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f^  madp."  John  i.  l-r-3,     I  afk,  Can  this  be  fpoken 
of  a  creature  f  *  Was  there  any  creature  exifting  be- 
fore any  thing  was  made  ?     But  we  are  here  told, 
that  the  Word  exifted,  and  was  God,  before  any  thingf 
ivas  made  J  and  that  He  made  all  things.     And  in 
Heb.  iii.  4.  it  is  faid,  "  Every  houfc  is  built  \y  fome 
^^  man,  but  he  that  built  all  things  is  God."     Is  any 
creature  called  God  in  this  fcnfe  ?     Would  it  not  be 
blafphemy  to  call  any  creature  Qod  in  this  fenfe  \  Is 
the  Father  called  God  in  any  higher  fen|e  ?     God 
that  was  in  the  beginning,   before  any  th^ng  was 
made — God  that  made  all  things^  apd  without  whom 
Fas  not  any  thing  made,  that  was  made.     Mr-  T^ 
wants  to  explain  this,  in  doing  which  he  fays,  ^^  Chrift 
f*  is  a  derived  and  a  dependant  being,  circumfcribed  ii^ 
"  his  power."     I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  if  the 
Apoftles  John  and  Paul  had  thought  of  Chrift  as  Mr. 
T.  does,  they  would  have  ufed  language  like  his, 
^hen  fpeaking  of  our  Lord.     For  if  Chrift  is  really 
what  Mr.  T.  fays,  we  muft  confefs  that  he  has  given 
fuch  a  defcriptpn  pf  him  as  cannot  be  mifunder- 
ftood ;  while  Paul  and  John  have  fpoken  in  a  very 
ambiguous,  yea,   dangerous,  w^ay   of  their  blefle<i 
Mafter  !     But  the  language  of  thefe  two  apoftles  is 
the  current  language  of  the  facred  writers,  both  of 
the  Old  and  New  Teftaments.     Ifaiah  fays,  chap, 
^l  S.  "  Mine  eyes  have  fecn  the  King,  Jebqvah  pf 
''  hofts,  &C."'  John  fays,  xii.  41.  *^  Thefe  things,  faid 
V  Ifaiqs,  when  he  faw  His  glory,  and  fpake  of  Hm^^^ 

i  .e. 
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i.  e.  Chrift.  David  fays  of  the  Ifraelites,  ^^  They 
"  tempted  and  provoked  the  Mojl  High  God'"  Pfalm 
Ixxviii.  56. — Paul  fays,  "  Neither  let  us  tempt  Chrifty 
^'  as  fome  of  them  alfo  tempted."  1  Cor.  x.  9. — Paul, 
Rom.  i.  25.  "  The  Creator,  who  is  blefled  for  ever, 
"Amen." — Mofes,  Deut.  x.  17.  "Jehovah  your 
^^  God  is  God  of  gods  and  Lord  of  lords,  a  Grea^ 
"  Godr  Paul  to  Titus,  ii.  13.  "  The  glorious  ap- 
*^  pcaring  of  the  Great  God^  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
"  Chrift."  Here  obferve,  that  it  is  not  the  Father 
for  whofe  appearing  we  look,  for  he  is  invifible.  No 
man  hath  feen  him,  nor  can  fee  ;  but  we  look  for  the ' 
Son  to  appear,  that  every  eye  may  fee  him.  Paul 
fays  he  is  the  Great  God. 

I  produce  thefc  paflages  only  as  a  fample,  and  not 
as  containing  the  whole  of  what  the  Scriptures  fay 
of  Chrift,  as  God.  But  if  our  Lord  is,  "  a  derived 
"  and  dependant  being,  eircumfcribed  in  his  power;" 
furely  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles  have  defcribed  him 
in  a  moft  unguarded  manner.  Would  you.  Sir, 
would  Mr.  T.  have  defcribed  a  Creature  in  fuch 
terms  ?  That  Mr.  T.  would  not  is  very  evident, 
becaufe  his  dcfcription  of  Chrift  is  very  different 
from  the  above.  Much  lefs  Would  he  fay  with  Paul, 
"  By  him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven, 
^^  and  that  are  in  earth,  vilible  and  invifible,  whether 
"  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or 
4^  powers:  all  things  were  created  hy  him,  and /or 

3  F  4  "  him. 
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'^  him,  and  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
*' things,  ro^." 

But  Mr.  T.  acknowledges  that  Chrift^/V/ create  all 
things.  In  my  apprehenfion,  this  confcffion  brings 
him  into  infuperable  difficulties.  The  Scripture  fays 
Jehovah  aJone  is  the  Creator.  Ifaiah  xliv.  24.  *^  I  am 
^^  Jehovah,  that  maketh  all  things ;  that  ftretcheth 
"  forth  the  heavens  alone,  that  fpreadeth  abroad  the 
^^  earth  by  my/elf'* — ^Job  ix.  "  God — alone  fpreadeth 
"  out  the  heavens,  &c." — Ifaiah  xlii.  5  and  8,  ''  Thus 
^^  faith  God  Jehovah,  he  that  created  the  heavens, 
"  and  ftretcheth  them  out,  he  that  fpread  forth  the 
'^  earth,  and  that  which  cometh  out*  of  it,  he  that 
^^  giveth  breath  unto  the  people  upon  it,  and  fpirit  to 
■'  them  that  walk  therein. — I  am  Jehovah,  that  is  my 
'^  name,  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another." 

It  is  clear  from  hence,  that  Jehovah  alone  is  the 
Creator;  Paul  lays  Chrift  is  the  Creator.  I  infer 
that  Paul  thought  Chrift  was  Jehovah,  who  giveth 
breath  to  the  people  upon  earth,  and  fpirit  to  them 
who  walk  therein.  Mr,  T.  fays,  ^^  Chrift  is  a  derived 
*^  being;  circumfcribed  in  his  power,  and  alfo  in  his 
"  knowledge  ;"  and  yet  he  gives  the  glory  of  crea- 
tion, which  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  Jehovah,  to  him, 
who,  by  his  own  confcffion,  is  not  Jehovah,  but  a 
creature. 

I  have  much  more  to  fay  upon  the  fubje^l,  but  I 
Jhave  already  tjcefpafled  greatly  upon  your  time  and 

patience. 
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patience.  If  you  infert  this,  I  fhall  feel  encouraged 
to  continue  my  correfpondence  in  your  next.  la 
the  mean  time  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  of  all  the 
abfurdities  with  which  the  Trinitarian  fcheme  is  iaid 
to  abound,  I  know  of  none  equal  to  this,  o(a  creating 
creature,  circumfcribed  in  power  and  knowledge,  and  bjf 
whom  all  things  conjifl. 

CHRISTOPHILUS.  ' 


ELECTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  UniverfaliJFs  Mifcellany. 
Dear  Sir, 

THE  queftion  of  your  Brighthelmftone  G)rre- 
fpondent  relates  to  a  fubjed  which  has  fre- 
<jucntly  exercife  my  thoughts ;  and  as  the  inveftiga- 
tion  thereof  may  be  attended  with  real  profit,  I  fend 
you  the  following  obfervations. 

That  abfolute  foverei^ty  over  all  creatures,  in  all 
parts  of  the  univerfe,  throughout  all  periods  of  dura- 
tion, belongeth  to  God,  ought  not — cannot  be  dc* 
nied,  by  any  one  who  hath  attained  to  juft  concep- 
tions of  the  Eternal  Power  and  Godhead.  That  fuch 
an  abfolute  fovereign  is  pofleflcd  of  the  indifputable 
right  of  ele6ling  individuals,  or  nations  of  men,  to 
ftand  in  whatever  relation  to  himfelf,  to  enjoy  what- 
ever  bicffings,  and   to   anfwer  whatever  purpofes 

among 
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among  the  creatures,  he  fhall  choofe  of  his  own  good 
pleafure,  cannot  be  denied,  without  evident  felf-con- 
tradition :  for  if  fuch  right  of  ele6ling  be  denied, 
then  the  abfolute  fovereignty  of  God  is  virtually  given 
up.  That  Jehovah  hath  of  his  own  good  pleafure 
eleded  both  individuals  and  nations,  may,  I  think, 
be  clearly  proved  from  the  Scriptures ;  but  that  he 
had  a  regard  for  all  his  creatures,  in  ele6ling  a  part 
of  them,  is,  I  think,  equally  capable  of  proof,  from 
the  fame  Scriptures. 

The  fovereignty  of  God  has  frequently  been 
brought  forward,  to  eftablifli  fuch  notions  of  his  de- 
figns,  works,  and  ways>.  as  outrage  every  juft  con- 
ception of  his  righteoufnefs,  wifdom,  and  goodneft. 
Upon  fuch  mifapplication  of  the  divine  fovereignty 
has  been  built  elcSiion  as  a  bill  of  exclufion,  cutting 
off  from  any  {hare  In  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God; 
innumerable  multitudes  of  his  creatures ;  whereby  he 
who  is  hve^  and  all  whofe  pcrfe6lions  are  infinite, 
has  been  reprefented  as  partial — adling  without  any 
defign  of  univerfal  benevolence,  as  doing  that  which 
no  reafoning  can  make  appear  to  be  right  for  love 
to  do :  which  reprefcntation  limits  the  Afo/?  High^  for 
it  limits  love,  which  he  is  faid  to  he^  and  confe- 
quently  which  muft  be  infinite. 

Wrong  conceptions  of  the  righteoufnefs  or  juftice 
of  God,  have  been  another  fource  of  falfe  notions  of 
eledion.  Undoubtedly  whatever  God  doth  muft  be 
right,  nor  may   any  creature  dare   to  arraign   him 

at 


THB  UNIVBRSALIST's  MISCELLANY*,  929 

rt  his  bar,  or  pretend  to  be  his  judge,  for  he,  being 
abiblutely  fovereign,  can  be  accountable  to  none ; 
but  it  would  be  moft  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  becaufe 
accountable  to  none,  therefore  he  can  a<Sl  contrary 
to  his  own  nature  and  perfedlions,  that  it  is  polTible 
for  him  to  deviate  from  the  infinite  rectitude  of  his 
wifdoip  and  love,  or  ever  do  what  is  not  wifeft  and 
bed  to  be  done  for  the  good  of  the  whole  univerfe  of 
creatures.  Jt  has  been  argued  that  as  finners  have 
no  right  to  the  divine  favour,  no  claim  to  falvation 
and  everlafting  life,  God  niay,  without  a<5ling  con- 
trary to  his  righteoufnefs,  fele6l  a  part  of  them  as  ob- 
je6ls  of  hjs  Ipve,  fave  them,  make  them  eternally 
happy ;  while  the  reft  are  left  to  perifti  in  their  fins, 
^e  loft  to  eternity.  We  need  not  ftop  to  fhew  how 
diametrically  oppofite  fuch  reafoning  is  to  the  difco- 
veries  which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  afford  us  of 
his  juftice  and  grace,  in  the  lively  oracles ;  the  ab- 
fiirdity  thereof  will  be  fufficieritly  evident,  if  we  only 
obfcrve  that  the  righteoufnefs  required  of  Chriftians 
cpnfifts  not  in  their  rendering  to  others  according  to 
their  ft  rid  and  proper  defert;  but  in  their  doing  to 
all  that  which  is  moft  confiftent  with  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  Chriftianity :.  hence  Chriftians  are  com- 
manded to  love  their  enemies,  to  da  good  to  them 
that  hate  them,  not  to  render  evil  for  evil,  &c.  When 
Chriftians  adl  contrary  to  thefe  maxims,  when  they 
fq  far  forget  their  own  charaifter  as  to  a6l  from  any 
principle  but  love,  even  towards  their  greateft  ene- 
X  mies^i 
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lilies,  when  they  ceafe  to  aim  at  their  good,  they  vio- 
late the  precepts  of  Cbrift,  confequently  are  guilty  of 
imrighteoiifncis.     It  may  fairly  be  demanded,  Are 
Chriftians  called  to  be  righteous  on  a  different  prin- 
ciple, according  to  a  different  rule,  than  that  which 
their  heavenly  Father  exemplified  in  his  condu6l  to- 
wards all  his  creatures?     No;  in   all  thefe  things 
they  are  called  to  imitate  him ;  to  be  holy,  becaufc 
their  Lord  God  is  holy  ;  to  be  perfedl  as  their  Fa- 
ther in  heaven  is  perfeft.     The  righteoufnefs  of  God 
mufl  be  infinitely  fuperior  to  what  any  creature  can 
attain,  becaufe  it  confifls  in  his  a6ling  at  all  times, 
to  every  creature,  not  according  to  the  flri6l  merit 
CB^  demerit  of  the  creature;  but  like  himfelf,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  glorious  character  and  perfections, 
doing  that  for  every  creature  which  is  mofl  fit  and 
proper  for  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  to  do.   Sup- 
pofe  on  the  contrary  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
coniiflis  in  a  partial  attachment  to  fome,  and  a  mere 
retaliation  upon  others  without  any  regard  to  their  be- 
nefit ;  then  his  righteoufnefs  is  degraded  below  the 
r^teoufnefs  which  he  requircth  of  all  his  faints. 

Though  many  peifbns  have  confidered  the  fove- 
reignty,  and  righteoufnefs  or  jufiice  of  God,  as  main 
pillars  of  Calvinian  eledion,  upon  a  careful  review 
they  will  be  found  to  yield  it  no  fupport.  The  fove- 
reignty  of  God,  is  the  fovcrcignty  of  infinite  love, 
confequently  of  love  which  is  unbounded,  in  extent, 
magnitude,  and  duration  ;    for  if  bounded  in  any 

fcnfe 
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fenfe  it  would  TM>t  be  infinite,  and  if  not  infinite  it 
could  not  be  what  God  himfelf  is,  but  Gkxl  is  Jove. 
The  fovereignty  of  this  love  is  manifelled  by  the 
abounding  of  grace  much  more  than  fin  hath  abound- 
edi^  and  its  abfolute  dominion  will  be  fully  difplayed^ 
when  grace  (hall  reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto 
eternal  life,  Rom.  v.  20,  21.  What  can  this  fove- 
reignty have  to  do  with  an  eledlion,  which  is  fup- 
pofed-to  leave  a  great  part  of  mankind  in  mifery,  and 
fin  reigning  over  them  to  all  eternity  ?  With  a  choice 
of  one  part,  which  is  fuppofed  to  fhine  with  greater 
luftre,  becaufe  all  the  reft  are  cut  off  from  all  effec- 
tual means  of  recovery,  world  without  end  ?  The 
fovereignty  of  God  can  have  nothing  to  do  with 
fuch  an  eleAion  as  this.  Though  on  the  ground  of 
their  own  defert,  finners  can  claim  no  blefling  firom 
the  hand  of  divine  juftice,  but  have  reafon  to  dread 
the  moft  alarming  punifhnaent ;  yet  as  his  righteouf- 
nefs confills  in  his  ading  towards  every  creature  ac- 
cording to  the  re<5litude  of  his  own  nature,  which  is 
love,  it  is  evident  his  righteoufnefs  would  forbid  his 
making  fuch  an  election  of  one  part  of  his  creatures, 
as  fhould  prevent  his  doing  every  thing  that  love  can 
do  for  the  happinefs  of  the  refl,  let  their  fin  and  de- 
merit be  ever  fo  great. 

Ele<9:ion,  like  every  thing  elfe  that  is  of  God,  ori- 
ginated in  love;  the  love  of  God  extends  to  the 
whole  world  ;  this  is  fully  manifefted  by  his  fending 
his  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  John  iii.  l6, 

17. 
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17.  but  if  the  love  of  God,  which  is  the  caufe  of 
elciftion,  extends  to  the  whole,  then  election  muft  be 
intended  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

If  thefe  remarks  fhould  find  a  place  in  the  Mif- 
cellany,  you  may  expe61:  a  continuation  of  the  fub- 
jeft  by  yours,  in  truth  and  love, 

R.W. 

December  9, 1797. 


DIFFICULTY  ON  ACTS  L  18. 

Now  this  man  (Judas)  furchafed  a  field  with  the  re» 
ward  of  iniquity. 

AN  ingenious  young  friend,  who  makes  the 
Scriptures  his  ftudy,  propofed  a  difiiculty  to 
mc  the  other  day,  fix)m  the  above  paflage,  compared 
with  Matt,  xxvii.  3 — 8.  where  it  is  faid  that  the 
Chief  Priefts  bought  the  field,  with  the  money  which 
Judas  cafl:  down  in  the  temple.  I  at  firft  thought 
that  Judas  might  have  made  the  bargain  for  the 
field,  but  his  repentance  hindered  him  from  actually 
purchafing  it,  and  that  the  Priefts  paid  the  money 
after  his  death ;  by  which  means  the  purchafe  might 
bcjuftly  afcribed  to  both.  It  was  anfwered.  This 
was  not  probable,  becaufe  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time 
betwixt  the  betraying  of  Chrift,  and  his  condemna- 
tion by  the  Jevvifh  rulers,  was  not  more  than  twelve 
hours;  and  moft  of  them  were  included  in  the  night. 

Upon 
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Upon  further  thought  on  the  fubje6l,I  concluded  that 
we  ought  to  fearch  for  the  folution  of  the  difficulty 
by  referring  to  the  idiom  of  the  Hebrew  language. 
The  New  Teftament,  indeed,  was  written  in  Greek, 
but  the  writers  of  it  were  Jews :  and  the  critics  have 
always  obferved  that  there  are  Hebraijms  in  their 
writings.  Among  tbefe  forms  of  fpeech  called  He- 
braifms,  we  may  obferve  the  following. 

I.  The  ufe  of  aShe  verbs  to  exprels  the  agenfs  at-* 
tempt  to  do  a  thing,  although  the  attempt  did  not 
fucceed.     As  in  Exod.  viii.  18.  And  the  magicians  did 

Jo,  i.  e.  attempted  to  do  fo,  with  their  enchantments,  te 
bring  forth  lice,  but  cotdd  not.^^Jitxxt.  xxviii.  68.  Ye 
jhall  be  fold,  fet  to  fale,  and  no  manjhall  buy  you. — 
£zek.  xxiv.  13.  Becaufe  I  have  purged  thee,  attempt- 
ed to  purge  thee,  and  thou  waJH*  not  purged. — So  in 
the  New  Teftament,  Gal.  v.  4.  Whofoever  of  you  are 
jyflifiedy  feek  to  be  juftified,  by  the  law,  ye  are  fallen 
front  grace. — 1  John  i.  10.  If  we  fay  that  we  have  not 
firmed,  we  make,  attempt  to  make,  him  a  liar. 

II.  Again,  another  Hebraifm  is,  the  ufe  o(  a&ive 
verbs  to  exprefs,  not  only  the  doing  of  a  thing,  but 
even  the  giving  occafion  to  the  doing  of  it.  Gen. 
xlii.  38.  If  mifchief  befal  him  by  the  way,  thenfhall  ye 
bring  down,  ye  (hall  be  the  occafion  of  bringing 
down,  my  grey  hairs,  iSc. — 1  Kings  xiv.  l6.  Jeroboam 
made  Ifrael  to  fin,  occafioned  Ifrael  to  fin,  by  fetting 
up  the  golden  calves. — ^AiSls  vii.  47.  But  Solomon 
built  him  an  houfe,  occafioned   the   Temple  to  be 

•  built. 
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Built  So  likewife  Judas  bought  a  field  Witt  the 
tewatd  of  iniquity;  that  is,  his  treachery,  fepen- 
tance,  and  returning  of  the  money,  occafioned  the 
potter's  field  to  be  bought. 

It  is  prefumed  that  every  ferious  inquirer  after 
truth  will  fee  the  propriety  of  the  above  folution. 
I  am  perfuaded  alfo,  that  a  great  part  of  the  ob- 
je6tions  which  Deifts  make  to  the  Scriptures,  may- 
be rationally  anfwered  in  the  fame  way.  But  there 
are  very  few  Derfts  Vfho Jludy  the  Scriptures.  They 
lay  h(>ld  of  fdme  plmiftHe  obje<5l:ion,  reptefent  it  as 
/unanfwerable,  and  then  make  a  vain  and  empty 
boail;  and  thereby  often  fliatethe  feith  of  fome 
inconfiderate  profeflbrs. 

W.VIDLER. 


PEFENCE   OF    MOSES. 

(Continued  from  page  ASA.) 

7v  Tr>  Y  the  inftitutions,  of  Mpfes  the  feduiftion  of 
Jl3  females  was  prevented,  and  the  peace  of 
families  thereby  preferved,  .  The  feduaion  of  virgins 
has  long  been,  in  all  Chriftiari  nations,  complained 
of,  as  a  fource  of  the  n^oft  ferious  evils,  both  to  the 
unhappy  feipales  -tbcmfelves,.  who  have  almoft  ufti-' 
formly  been  abandoned  to  {hame,  infamy,  and  wdnt ; 
and  to  their  faroiijes  and  conne<Slions,  who.hat»ein 
general  attributed  that  guilt  to  the  fediJced  inno- 
i.   ;;  '  <^ent^ 
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,  cent,  which  belongs  only  to  the  vile  feducer.  I 
fpeak  thus  from  a  perfuafion  that  among  the  many 
miferable  women,  whofe  conduct  is  now  a  (hama 
to  their  fex ;  there  are  but  very  few  indeed  whofe 
choice  led  them  to  their  prefent  praftice.  They 
have  been  firft  deceived,  betrayed  and  ruined,  by 
fome  artful  villain,  who  has  then  forfaken  them, 
while  their  neareft  relatives,  from  a  miftaken  deli- 
cacy of  character  which  they  falfely  call  virtue ; 
abandon  the  deluded  creature  to  her  fate.  Thus  ftiut 
out  from  fociety  no  way  offers  to  procure  fubfiftence, 
but  that  which  is  the  moft  abhorrent  to  eVery  female 
feeling :  and  even  this,  wretched  as  it  is,  is  made 
more  fo,  by  the  loathfomenefs  of  a  difeafe  that  is  the 
ufual  attendant  on  their  mode  of  life, 

Mofes  enabled  a  law  which  utterly  precluded  the 
poflibility  of  fuch  fin  and  woe.     ^  If  a  man  entice  a 

*  maid  that  is  not  betrothed,  and  lie  with  her,  he 

*  fhall  furely  endow  her  to  be  his  wife.  If  her  father 
^  utterly  refufe  to  give  her  unto  him,  he  fhall  pay 
'  money  according  to  the  dowry  of  virgins.  Exod. 

*  xxii.  16,  17.*  *  If  a  man  find  a  damfel  that  is  a 
^  virgin,  which  is  not  betrothed,  and  lay  hold  on  her, 

*  and  lie  with  her,  and  it  be  known  ;  then  the  maa 
«  who  lay  with  her,  fhall  give  unto  the  damfej's  father 

*  fifty  ihekels  of  filver,  and  fhe  fhall  be  his  wife,  be- 
^  caufe  he  hath  humbled  her,  he  may  not  put  her 
^  away  all  his  days,  Deut.  xxii.  28, 29/  The  wifdom 
of  this  law  js  felf-cvident.     Here  was  no  licence,  for 

VpL.  L  3  G  a  man 
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a  man  of  ungovernable  paffions,  to  rob  a  virgin  of 
her  virtue,  and  leave  her  to  infamy.    If  any  man  de- 
filed his  neighbour's  wife,  his  life  was  to  pay  the  for- 
feit of  his  crime :  if  he   defiled  a  virgin,  Ihe  was 
thereby  to  become  his  wife,  and  her  wants  and  tbofo 
of  her  offspring  laid  upon   him.     What  (cenes  of 
wickednefs,  woe,  difeafe  and  want,  were  prevented 
by  this  wholefome  flatutc.     All  the  laws,  which  the 
boafted  wifdom  of  modern  nations  have  made,  have 
been  found  unequal  to  curb  the  licencioufnefs  of 
vicious  men  ;  but  the  laws  of  Mofes,  met  the  evil  in 
its  full  power,  and  furniflied  the  remedy  at  once. 

8.  Hatred  of  mankind  was  forbidden,  and  univer- 
fal  love  was  enjoined.  '  Thou  (halt  love  thy  neigh- 
^  hour' as  thyfclf,'  fays  Mofes.  The  wickednefs  of 
the  Jews,  indeed,  gave  a  wrong  interpretation  to  this 
precept.  *  Thou  flialt  love  thy  neighbour,  and  hate 
*  thine  enemy,'  faid  they.  Jefus  hath  taught  us,  in 
the  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan,  to  call  every 
man  our  neighbour,  and  to  love  all.  Mofes  had 
taught  this  long  before :  He  faid,  "  Thou  (halt  love 
"  the  Jiranger  as  thyfelf.  Lev.  xix.  33."  Yea,  even 
national  enmities  ;  which  the  great  among  mankind 
have  pleaded  for,  and  fomented  for  political  purpofes ; 
were  forbidden.  The  Egyptians,  thole  cruel  oppref- 
fors  of  the  liraelites,  and  the  Edomites,  who  denied 
them  a  peaceable  paflage  through  their  country  as 
they  were  coming  out  of  Egypt,  they  were  forbidden 
to  injure.  Deut.  xxiii,  7.  *  Thou  (halt  net  abhor  an 

*  Edomite, 
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*  Edoniite,  for  he  is  thy  brother  :  thou  Aalt  not  ab- 
^  hor  an  Egyptian,  becaufe  thou  waft  a  ftranger  in 
'  his  land.     The  children  that  arc  begotten  of  them, 

*  fhall  enter  into  the  congregation  of  Jehovah  (i.  e. 

*  fhall  b(5  admitted  to  civil  offices,  if  they  Embrace 

*  the  Jewifh  religion)  in  the  third  genei^tion.'  The 
philanthropy  of  thefe  precepts  muft  ftrike  every 
thinking  mind  with  power,  as  they  (hew  ftrongly 
the  .purity  of  the  morals  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation. 
The  above  thought  will  not  be  weakened,  by  re- 
membering that  the  Ammonite  and  Moabite  were  to 
be  excluded  from  the  congregation  of  Jehovah  to 
the  tenth  generation,  even  for  ever,  (i.  e.  during  the 
whole  difpenfation  i)  for  the  abominable  lewdnefs  and 
vice  of  thefe  nations,  being  paft  cure,  God  deter- 
mined to  cut  them   off.     Hence  that   Command, 

*  Thou  flialt  not  feek  their  peace,  nor  their  profpe- 
'  rity  all  thy  days  for  ever,*  i.  e.  during  that  whole 
age,  or  difpenfation, 

Q.  The  divifion  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  is  a  difco- 
very  of  wifdom  which  has  never  been  practically  ex- 
hibited in  any  other  nation,  but  Ifrael ;  or  by  any 
other  lawgiver,  but  Mofes.  When  the  Jews  came 
into  Canaan,  there  were  (ix  hundred  thoufand  heads 
of  families  among  them,  and  the  country,  though 
divided  by  lot  among  the  tribes,  was  equally  appor- 
tioned betwixt  thofe  heads  of  families.  Let  any  matt 
take  the  geographical  meafurement  of  the  whole 
land,  and  divide  it  by  fix  hundred  thoufand,  and  he^ 
3  G  2  will 
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will  find  each  lot  to  be  little  more  than  twelve  acres. 
So  fmall  a  quantity,  according  to  modem  opinion, 
muft  be  very  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  a  large 
family :  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  fo  in  fome  cli- 
mates, but  the  foil  of  that  country  was  naturally 
fruitful;  and  when  induftry  and  frugality  were  united 
with  the  advantages  of  the  foil,  twelve  acres  of  land 
were  not  only  fufficient  to  fupport  a  large  family, 
but  even  when  the  nation  was  doubled  and  trebled, 
the  produ6l  of  the  whole  was  dill  enough.  And 
when  in  the  days  of  David  and  Solomon  the  people 
were  flill  more  incrcafed,  yet  there  was  not  only 
enough,  but  great  quantities  of  com,  wine,  and  oil^ 
were  exported  to  the  Tyrians,  Zidonians,  and  other 
neighbouring  nations ;  while  the  Jews  fat  every  man 
under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  eat- 
ing and  drinking  to  the  full :  their  country  being 
filled  with  populous  cities,  towns  and  villages.  The 
ftate  of  the  Jcwifli  nation  at  this  time,  was  a  type  of 
the  general  ftate  of  mankind  in  the  Millennial  age, 
when  univerfal  peace  (hall  prevail,  men  euiploy  them- 
felves  in  cultivating  the  earth,  and  the  knowledge 
and  righteoufncfs  of  Jehovah  fhall  cover  the  whole 
world. 

10.  In  order  that  this  diftribution  of  the  land 
might  be  eft^edlual,  and  to  prevent  the  oppreffion  of 
the  people  by  great  accumulation  of  landed  pro- 
perty, the  jubilee  was  inflitiited.  This  grand  pe- 
riod returned  every  fiftieth  year.     In  it,  there  was, 

,    not 
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not  only  a  remiflion  of  every  debt,  and  a  manumif- 
fion  of  every  bondman,  as  in  every  feventh  year; 
but  alfo  every  man  returned  to  his  own  pofleffion 
and  to  his  own  inheritance.  So  that  the  original 
ftate  of  the  nation  was  preferred  ;  and  while  this  in- 
ftitution  was  regarded,  it  was  impoffible  for  the  peo- 
ple to  lofe  their  national  independance  or  perfonal 
freedom.  Landholders  are  naturally  attached  to  the 
foil ;  and  where  there  is  a  great  number  of  them  of 
nearly  equal  property,  there  mud  be  a  fpirit  of  li- 
berty and  independance.  Thus  wifely  were  the  laws 
of  Mofcs  formed,  breathing  the  fpirit  of  good-will  to 
mankind  in  general,  careful  of  the  wants  of  the 
lower  orders  of  fociety,  watching  with  a  jealous  con- 
cern over  the  rights  of  the  weaker  fex,  teaching  hoi^ 
pitality  towards  ftrangers  and  enemies,  preventing 
oppreffion,  and  cruelty,  ftimulating  to  induftry,  and 
in  the  whole  reprefenting  the  chara6ler  of  God  as 
fupremely  good,  making  his  favour  or  difpleafure, 
the  great  motive  to  adlion. 

If  the  Jews,  by  difregarding  thefe  admirable  laws, 
became  a  vicious  people,  and  expofed  themfelves  to 
many  calamities,  Mofes  is  not  tp  blame  for  this, 
much  lefs  is  the  God  of  Mofes  brought  under  any 
reproach  by  it,  whofe  wifdom  and  goodncfs  are  al- 
ways the  fame,  whether  men  obey  his  voice,  or 
whether  they  rebel  againft  him. 

3G3 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  DUNKERS'  SCHEME- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Univerfdli/Ts  Mifcellany. 
Sir, 

FROM  a  note  which  prefaced  a  letter  in  your 
Mifcellany  of  laft  month,  I  fully  expeAed  to 
fee  the  plan  for  an  inftitution  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
Dunkers  in  America,  and  fome  inquiry  how  far  fuch 
"  an  inftitution  might  he  lawful  and  pradHcable  in  a 
^^  country  like  this  (^  but  I  was  difappointed,  finding 
only  fome  random  thougfits,  which  might  be  occa- 
fioned  by  a  converfation  on  fuch  a  fubje^l,  but  no- 
thing faid  that  could  juftify  fuch  a  fcheme.  The 
only  compenfation  I  had  for  my  difappointment  was, 
the  temper  of  mind  in  which  the  letter  appears  to 
have  been  wrote ;  this,  I  confefs,  from  its  modefty 
and  piety,  did  my  heart  good :  but  as  1  think  the 
writer  may  have  miftaken  both  his  duty  an4  the  mo- 
tives which  led  him  to  fuch  an  undertaking,  I  fhaU 
take  the  liberty  to  confider  his  arguments. 

ift.  '^  Where  is  the  fociety  that  is  dFveJled  of  the 
^^  tempers^  maxims^  atid  love  of  the  worldy  fujficieni  to 
^^fecure  their  own  comfort  and  the  appi'ohation  of  Htm 
^^  to  whoni  they  prof efs  to  be  devoted?'^  I  would  an- 
fwer  in  the  language  of  Chrift— r-Chriftians  are  the 
fait  of  the  earth  ;  if  they  have  loft  their  favour,  how 
fhall  the  earth  be  preferved  from  total  corruption  ? 
Would  yoM  ufe  fait  by  locking  it  up  in  a  cupboard, 
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<>r  by  rubbing  it  into  the  meat,  and  fteeping,  as  it 
were,  the  meat  in  it  ?  Shall  Chriftians  preferve 
mankind  from  a  total  degeneracy  of  manners,  by 
being  in  the  world,  but  not  of  it  iii  its  tempers, 
manners,  or  conduct;  or  by  fecluding  themfelves 
from  the  world ;  being  like  a  candle  in  a  tin  lant- 
hom,  feen  by  none  but  when  the  door  is  opened, 
and  then  but  faintly  ?  or  (hould  they  be  like  the 
folar  orb,  difpenling  the  light  of  truth  around  them ; 
or  like  a  tity  built  upon  a  hill,  which  cannot  be  hid  ? 
If  there  is  no  fociety  poflefled  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
Gofpel,  does  it  not  ahnoft  border  upon  wickednefs, 
to  draw  the  little  pure  and  holy  leaven  away,  inftead 
of  caufing  it  to  ferment  and  difFufe  itfelf  through 
the  whole  body  ? 

The  next  confideration  is,  "  the  means  (by  which) 
*^  we  may  conclude  thatjuch  a  /eparation  can  be  fully 
^^  jttftified  on  the  ground  of  reafon  and  religion  :^^  and 
this  he  concludes  to  be,  the  mind  being  injured  by 
too  great  an  intercourfe  with  the  world.  I  muft  alk, 
where  is  the  fcriptural  precept  to  go  out  of  it  (in  his 
fenfe)  that  it  may  be  preferved  uncontaminatcd  ? 
Are  not  Chriftians  called  overcomers?  How  can 
they  overcome  without  fighting?  Chriftians  are 
therefore  exhorted  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith, 
to  lay  hold  of,  or  feize,  the  age  of  life^  Chrift,  our 
example,  overcame  the  world  ;  and  we  are  exhorted 
to  tread  in  his  fteps^  We  are  told  that  no  trials 
happen  to  us,  but  what  are  common  unto  all  men ; 

3  G  4  and 
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and  ibould  we  flee  from  fuch  trials,  or  put  on  the 
whole  armour  of  God,  and  come  off  conquerors, 
through  him  that  hath  loved  us  ? 

Neither  is  it  reafonable,  if  it  was,  it  would  be  more 
fo  to  wifli  for  death,  for  then  we  fhould  be  out  of  all 
temptation.  If  it  is  not  lawful  to  wi(h  for  a  total 
retirement  by  death,  much  Icfs  is  it  to  retire  whilfl 
we  Kve,  for  the  retirement  by  death  would  be  to  the 
enjoyment  of  God  and  his  Chrift;  but  a  living  re- 
tirement, is  to  a  ftate  of  ufelefs  inactivity  to  God 
and  man. 

Another  reafbn  given  is,  ^^Jearhig  to  become  par-- 
^^  takers**  o( the  Jins  and  funijhmtnts  of  others.     How 
different  did  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles  think  !   They 
counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto  them ;  therefore, 
fearlefs  of  what  might  befal  them,  they  encouraged 
the  believers  to  be  living  examples  in  the  ways  of 
holinefs,  and  daily  told  thp  world  of  the  direful  con- 
fequences  of  their  fins.    They  feared  not  being  in- 
volved in  the  punifliment  of  th^  wicked.     They 
well  knew  that  he  who  would  attempt  to  fave  his 
life  through  cowardice,  fhould  lofe  it ;  but  he  that 
fought  firfi  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  rightcouf- 
nefs,  ftiould  have  all  things  elfe  added  unto  him. 
They  therefore  committed  their  caufe  in  well  doing 
to  Him  who  judgeth  righteoufly,  and  by  their  \v^ 
and   converfation,    manifefled  the  power  of  divine 
truth  upon  their  hearts. 

The  cafe  of  the  Patriarchs  is  not  aq  inflaoce.in 

point 
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|K)int.  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  Jived  in  the 
world,  mingled  with  the  world,  and  went  about 
preaching  to  the  world.  Neither  is  it  the  cafe  of  the 
primitive  Chriftians.  They  left  not  Jerufalem,  till 
the  Roman  Eagle  was  difplayed  around  its  bulwarks; 
and  then  they  left  it  in  obedience  to  an  exprefs  com- 
mand of  Chrift,  Matt.  xxiv.  15 — 20.  Ifthelaft  woe 
trumpet  has  began  to  found,  ftand  upon  your  watch- 
tower,  leaft  you  fall  into  the  condemnation  of  others, 
-and  found  the  trumpet,  that  all  around  you  be 
warned  and  prepare  to  meet  their  Lord,  for  happy 
{hall  that  fervant  be  whom,  when  his  Lord  cometh, 
he  (hall  find  him  not  only  keeping  his  laws,  but 
teaching  others  to  obferve  and  do  whatfoever  he  hath 
commanded  him. 

Permit  me  to  alk,  is  not  a  certain  diflike  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  fqciety,  and  a  degree  of  want  of  faith 
in  the  divine  protection,  one  grand,  though  perhaps 
lurking  motive,  that  m^y  lead  men  to  defire  to  for- 
fake  the  world,  inftead  of  taking  up  their  crofs  and 
ibrfaking  all  and  following  Chrift,  I  quite  approve 
of  examining  our  motive  of  a6lion,  and  muft  confefs 
that  I  have  often  found  pride  under  the  garb  of  hu- 
mility, and  as  Young  fays,  "  A  fliunning  of  praife 
"  but  to  make  it  fure :"  and  here  I  think,  (not  con- 
demning your  occalional  Correfpondent,  but  affuring 
you  that,  upon  the  clofeft  examination  of  my  heart,  I 
iincerely  believe  was  I  to  follow  my  inclinations, 
and  join  him)  that  the  grounds  of  condudl,  under 

the 
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tbe  idea  of  ^  love  of  hc^ineis^  would  be  a  want  of 
relphition  fully  to  walk  in  the  path  of  duty  ;  under 
the  name  of  a  love  of  God^  I  ihould  diiguife  a  want 
of  faith  in  his '  promifes^  with  too  little  patience^ 
meeknefs^  gentlenels^  love ;  and  too  great  a  (hare  of 
pride    and    felf-dependance.     Leaving,    Sir,    tbe(c 
thoughts  to  your  confideration,  whether  or  not  tfaey 
are  proper  for  infertion  in  your  ufeful  Mifcellany^  I 
remain  your  friend  and  brother  in  the  Gofpd   of 
peace. 

An  Occasional  Correspondent. 


QUESTION  ON  MATT-  v.  25.  anp  ANSWER. 

To  Mr.  CUE. 
Sir, 

I  RECEIVED  ithe  Papers,  entitled  Profpeaus,  &c. 
which  you  were  fo  kind  to  leave  for  me  at  my 
lodgings.  Probably  you  might  think  that  it  may  in 
fome  refpedls  be  the  feme  with  feme  of  my  difcove- 
rics.  I  have  carefully  examined  fuch  papers  over, 
time  after  time,  and  cannot  perceive  that  they  do  in 
any  refpe6l  interfere  therewith  :  neverthelefs,  I  muft 
confcfs  myfelf  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
kindnefs  therein. 

But,  my  good  Sir,  this  gives  me  encouragement  to 
trouble  you  a  little  farthdr.     If  you  remember,  feme 
confiderable  time  fince,  I  requefted  of  you  an  expla- 
nation 
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nation  of  the  25th  verfe  of  the  5th  chapter  of  the 
Grofpel  according  to  St.  Matthew,  which  I  remem- 
ber you  explained  to  me  much  to  my  fatisfadion, 
but  it  being  only  in  a  verbal  way,  the  particulars 
have  quite  flij>ped  my  memory.  .  The  word  jidver- 
faryy  puzzles  me  the  moft,  as  the  Devil  himfelf  is 
palled  our  Adverfary;  and  certainly  we  cannot,  in 
any  fenfe  of  the  word,  be  required  to  agree  with  him : 
nor  can  I  fee  that  in  many  cafes  we  can  be  required 
to  agree,  or  to  compound  with  wicked  men.  There- 
fore, my  good  Sir,  if  you  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  clear 
up  this  matter  for  me  in  a  few'  words,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  fo  kind  as  to  put  it  in  black  and 
white,  and  deliver  it  to  me  at  Chapel  to  morrow,  you 
will,  kind  Sir,  confer  a  lafting  obligation  on  your 
very  humble  and  devoted  fervant, 

JOHN  ROBINS. 

Auguft  6,  1796. 

ANSWER. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  juft  received  yours,  in  which  you 
defire  my  thoughts  on  Matt,  v.  25.  Take  them  in 
as  few  words  as  I  ani  able  to  convey  them.  The 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  given  by  our  Lord  to  his 
difciples,  muft  be  underftood  as  containing  full  and 
clear  inftru6lions  to  a  congregational  church,  which 
he  was  then  going  to  ere6l  upon  the  ruins  of  the  na- 
tional 
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tional  one,  at  that  time  near  its  diflblution.  This 
clears  up  our  Lord's  manner  of  fpeaking,  ^^  It  has 
**  been  faid  by  the  ancients,  &c.  but  I  fay  unto  you, 
^  &c.'*  The  Adveriary  mentioned^  here,  cannot 
tnean  either  the  devil  or  wicked  men ;  for  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  the  laft  degree  to  fuppofe  that  God,  the 
judge  of  all,  to  whom  Chriftians  have  free  acceis, 
Heb-  xii.  ^3.  would  fubjeA  his  people  to  any  bad 
eonfequences  by  any  thing  tkey  could  do  or  charge 
againft  them.  I  therefore  conclude  the  Advcrlary 
there  to  mean  one  brother  in  a  Chriftian  church  tak- 
ing up  an  offence  againft  another,  for  fome  breach  of, 
or  oppofition  to,  any  law  which  Chrift  has  eflablilhed 
for  the  prcfervation  of  his  people's  union  and  conti- 
nuance in  the  truth,  according  to  chap,  xviii.  15. 
When  a  man  fwerves  ^om  this  in  a  Chriftian  church, 
the  Apoftle  commands  fuch  to  be  looked  after  with 
diligence  and  concern,  Heb.  xii.  J  5.  If  I  was  in 
fuch  a  fellowftiip,  and  a  brother  ftate  a  juft  offence 
againft  me,  by  telling  me. my  fault  between  myfelf 
and  him  alone,  I  fhould  then  think  that  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church  was  my  Adverfary,  as  well  as 
this  faithful  brother.  See  Ex.  xxiii.  22.  Pf.  cxxxix.  21. 
It  appears  it  would  be  my  duty  to  prevent  him  from 
the  neceffity  of  taking  one  or  two  more,  according 
to  Matt,  xviii.  15.  but  to  agree  with  him  quickly, 
while  I  am  in  the  way  with  him.  Much  more 
might  be  faid  in  confirmation  of  this  view  of  the 

fubjeft; 


THE  UNIVERSALIST  8  MISGBLLANT^  547 

fubjcxft  ;  but  if  ftill  you  (hould  wifh  for  any  thing  fur- 
ther, pleafe  to  point  put  your  difficulties,  and  I  will 
attend  to  them  as  far  as  I  am  capable. 

^  ^   lam.  Sir,  your's,  &c. 

JOHN  CUR 

Pitfie!d-Str£et,  No.  26, 
Aug.  6,  1 796. 


LITERARY  QUESTION  and  ANSWER. 

ARE  the  Hebrew  pamfs,  or  vowels,  of  the  fame 
antiquity  with  tte  letters — ^and  are  they  abfo- 
lutcly  ncceflary  to  a  right  knowledge  of  the  fiicred 
language  ?  Or  are  they  of  modern  invention,  and 
may  the  language  be  read,  conftrued,  and  tmderftood, 
without  them  ? 

ANSWJIl. 

It  gives  me  a  fincere  pleafisre  to  obferve,  that 
among  your  correfpondents,  there  are  not  wanting 
who  enquire  into  the  nature  and  genius  of  the  He- 
brew tongue,  that  firft  and  beft  of  langi^ges,  in 
which  fer  the  greater  part  of  the  Scriptures  are  writ- 
ten, and  without  which  they  cannot  be  thoroughly 
and  critically  underflood.  The  following  Anfwer  to 
*  the  Quaery  relating  to  the  antiquity  and  ufefulnefs  of 
the  Hebrew  pointSy  is  at  your  fervice.  If  it  fails  of 
fatisfying  the  ingenious  querifl,  or  any  other  of  your 
readers,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  hear  further  from  them  by 
the  channel  of  your  Magazine,    Your  correfpondent 

alks. 
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alks,  "  Are  the  Hebrew  vowel  points  of  the  fame 
antiquity  with  the  letters,  or  arc  they  of  modem  in- 
vention ?"     I  reply,  oi  modem  invention,  fo  modem 
as  the  ninth  or  tenth  century  after  Chrift.     Moft 
certainly  they  were  not  invented  in  the  days  of  Ori-- 
geny  who  lived  in  the  third  century,  ndr  of  Jerome, 
who  lived  in  the  fourth  and  fifth ;  for  had  they  been 
then  \n  ufe,  is  it  credible  that  the  unwearied  editor 
of  the  HexapJa,  and  the  curious  and  inquifitive  Je- 
TonUj  who  himfelf  travelled  into  Palejiine,  and  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  Jewijh  literati,  (hould  never 
in  their  voluminous  writings  upon  the  Scriptures^. 
once  give  the  Icaft  hint  about  them  ?     But  befides. 
this  negative  argument,  (which  however  muft  in  the 
prefent  cafe  be  allowed  to  be  very  ftrong,)  there  are 
feveral  paflages  in  the  writings  of  Jerome^  which  (hew 
fofttwely  that  he  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
vowel  points,  and  by  confequence,  that  in  his  time 
they  were  not  yet  in  being :    As  for  inllance,  when 
on  Jer.  ix,  ^'2,  he  faith,  "  The  Hebrew  word  which 
is  writtcii  with  the  three  letters  n:^ir(for  it  hath  m 
vowels^  vocales,  in  it)  when  according  to  the  context ^ 
and  the  judgment  of  the  reader ^  it  is  read  daver,  figni- 
fics  a  word ;  when  deher^  death ;  when  dahber^  fpeak." 
So  on  Hab.  iii,  5.     Again  in  his  epiftle  to  Evagrius, 
concerning  Melchi/edec.     "  The  Hebrews  very  rarely 
ufe  vowel  letters  (vocalibus  literis)  in  the  middle  of 
their  wOrds ;    and  according  to  the  plea/ure  of  the 
readers,  and  the  variety  of  countries,  the  fame  words 

are 
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are  uttered  with  different  founds  and  accents/*    The 
like  obfervations  may  be  applied  to  the  Jewijh  Thai- 
nmds ;  the  latter  of  which,  namely,  the  Bahylomjhy 
was  not  finiihed  till  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  cen- 
tury.    In  this  huge  colle6lion  of /<?ir/^  comments 
on  the  Scripture,  contained  in  thirteen  volumes  in 
folio,  not  one  word  about  points,  but  feveral  paflages 
which  clearly  and  fofitively  prove  that  the  authors  of 
the  Thalmudic  tra<5ls  knew  nothing  of  them.     Thus 
in  the  end  of  the  book  Barachoth^  when '  the  writer 
would  inform  us  that  7»  Ifa.  liv,  13,  means,  thy 
builderSy  not  thy  Jons ^  he  neither  points  the  word, 
nor  doth  he,  in  the  Iftile  of  the  more  modern  Rabbi's, 
fay,  read  not  •pa  with  a  camatZy  but  with  a  holem : 
No,  but  he  contents  himfelf  with  repeating  the  tex- 
tual letters,  and  faying  (imply  that  it  muft  be  read 
•pjD  Bunik,  not  Banik  -rija,  without  taking  any 
notice  of  ih^  points  at  all.     In  the  five  firft  reviews 
and  corre6lions  of  the  written  facred  text,  which  were 
made,  by  the  Jews,  (the  fifth  and  laft  of  which  can-* 
.  not  be  placed  higher  than  the  year  800)  not  a  word 
flill  about  *  vowel  points,  but  a  moft  profound  filence 
in  relation  to  them.  Was  this  poflible  had  they  been 
then  invented  ?   *  Cr.edat  judaeus  apeila.     Efpecially 
fince,  in  the  fixth  review  made  by  R.  R.  Ajer  and 
Nephtali,  about  940,    (at  fooneft,  or  according  to 

•  In  the  fifth  review,  the  point  mappik  is  indeed  mennon- 
cd,  but  that  is  not  a  vowel  point. 

others. 
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others,  in  the  fucceeding  century,)  we  meet  with 
nothing  elfe  hut  remarks  upon  the  points  and  Jic- 
cents.    I  conclude  then  upon  the  authority  of  thde 
fa(fts,  which  I  believe  will  hot  be  eafily  dif[MX>ved, 
that  the  Hebrew  vowel  poinSs  fprung  up  fome  time 
between  the  year  800  and  QOO,  or  1000^  that  is,  in 
the  ninth  or  tenth  century,  and  not  fooncr.     I  add 
that  the  firft  perfon  who  writ  a  rabbinieal  Hebrew 
grammar  was  an  Arab^  called  R.  Juda  Chmg ;    that 
the  original  pun£iuation  of  the  Hebrew  and  jlrahi^ 
nearly  -reiembled  each  other,  and  tliat  hence  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  Jews  borrowed  the  poinds 
from  the  Mahometan  Arabians,  in  whofe  chaotic  lao- 
guiage  they  were  indeed  fo  neceflary  to  fix  its  mte^n- 
ing,  that  Othman,  the  third  Caliph,  to  prevent  dif- 
fentions  among  the  Mujfulmen,  was  forced  to  decree 
that  the  Koran  (hould  be  read  according  to  the  poinls 
then  lately  invented  by  Ali  Ebn  Abu  Talib.     The 
copies  thus  correfted  were  difperfed  by   Otbmans 
command,  in  the  feveral  provinces  of  his  empire,  in 
the  thirtieth  year  of.  the  Hejra,  and  of  Chrift  652- 
The  Arabic  pundtuation,  therefore,  was  fome  time 
prior  to  this      Again,  it  is  aiked — "  Are  the  vowel 
points  abjolutely  neceflary  to  a  right  Knowledge  of  the 
language  ?"  No,  furely  :  if  they  were,,  no  one  could 
have  underftood  the  Hebrew,  (at  leaft  after  it  ceafed 
to  be  a  living  language)  till  the  ninth  century  ;  nor 
could  the  Old  Teftament  have  been  rightly  under- 
ftood till  an  authentic  edition  of  Mahomefs  Koran 

was 
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Was  publifhed  :  fo  that  the  Bible  muft,  on  this  fup- 
pofition^,  be  explained  by  the  Koran^  and  We  muft 
apply  to  the, Mahometan  doiftors  to  explain  Chriftianity* 
**  May  the  Hebrew  language  be  read,  tovjiruedy  and 
underftood  without  the  points  ?"  Moft  certainly  : 
what  has  been,  may  be :  Hebrew  was  thus  read  and 
underftood  for  4800  years.  But  to  give  the  ingenious 
querift  all  the  fatisfaftion  I  can  in  fuch  narrow  (iom-* 
pafs,  the  learned  Dr.  Robert/on,  in  his  true  and  ancient 
Tnethod  of  reading  Hebrew,  hath  fhewn  by  comparing 
the  Hebrew  with  the  Greek  Cadmean  alphabet,  that 
the  letters  of  the  one  correfpond  to  thofe  of  the  other 
in  name,  order,  and  foiwer,  (and  we  may  add  an^ 
cienily  in  *  form  alfo;)  that  jileph  in  the  one,  anfwers 
to  Alpha  in  the  other,  He  to  E,  Fau  to  the  JEoUc 
F,  pronounced  like  u  or  w,  and  now  called  ban 
epifemon,  &c.  and  by  confequence  that  ^,  ^,  ^  \  llf^ 
were  as  truly  vowels  in  Hebrew,  as  A,  E,  F,  I,  O, 
were  in  ancient  Greek.  To  this  add  the  teftimony 
oi  Jofephus,  who  fpeaking  of  the  facrcd  letters,  or 
nrfT*  engraved  upon  the  plate  of  the  high  prieft's 
'crown,  fays  exprefsly,  T«vr«  ^t  tu  ^hnhnta  Te<rj»/x»^ 
The/e  are  four  vowels.  De  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  5.  cap.  5* 
fe6l.  7-  edit.  Hudfon.  So  Jerome,  in  Gen.  xiii,  fays, 
that  the  Hebre^v  van  anfwers  to  O,  and  epift.  145, 
calls  yW  a  vowel,  and  frequently  fpcaks  of  a  Hebrew 

». 
•  Montfaucon's  Paloeographia,  artd  Bailey's  Introduflioa 

to  Languages,  part  iii.  p.  46. 
Vol.  I.  3  H  voord 
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ivord  having  no  vowel  in  it  (in  medio  ejus)  which 
Avould  be  abfurd  if  the  Hebrew  language  itfelf  had  no 
vowels.  Shall  we  then,  determined  by  this  clear  and 
rational  evidence,  confider  and  pronounce  thefe  He- 
brew letters,  ^,  H,  '^^  T^  y^  as  vowels  ;  or,  contrary  to 
the  analogy  of  all  other  ancient  languages,  aflert  on 
mere  rabbinical  authority,  that  four  of  them  are  con^ 

JonantSy  and  affirm  that  ^,  the  firft  letter  of  the 
Greeks  and  moil  other  alphabets,  and  which  in  truth 
flands  for  the  moft  natural  and  eafy  of  all  founds^  for 
the  fiv^  found  that  children  utter  after  they  are  bom, 
that  poor  8<  has  no  found  at  all. 

0  rem  ridicuJamy  Cato  et  jocofam! 
Ridiculous  only  would  fuch  aflertions  be,  if  their  in- 
fluence flopped  at  the  abfurd  manner  of  pronouncing  a 
dead  language ;  but  fince  they  dircdlly  tend  to  make 
the  language  of  a  great  part  of  God's  revelation,  and 
confcqucntly  this  revelation  itfelf,  ridiculous,  they 
(Icfcrve  a  much  feverer  name.  Well  then  let  the  He- 
h'ezii  hrcve  the  fame  vowels  as  almoft  all  other  lan- 
guages ;  but  how,  faith  an  obje6lor,  (hall  we  pro- 
nounce Hebre^LV  fyllubles,  and  even  words,  (and 
many  fuch  there  arc)  wherein  none  of  the  vowels 
above-mentioned  appear  ?  I  anfwer,  with  \iv.  Robert- 
fon^  fupply  in  every  fuch  fyllable  a  Jhort  voweJy  no 
matter  which.  Thus  call  131  deber,  or  dabar,  npfij 
prqutM,  or  paqu.id,  &c.  And  as  you  pronount^e  the 
fupp/ied  yovs'ch  Jiorfy  fo  to  diftinguifli  them  from  the 

•  textual  vowels,  pronounce  thefe  latter  ahji\:ys  long. 

Thus 
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Thus  you  may  read  and  pronounce  diflindlly  the 
Hebrew  Bible,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.    It  is 
certain  that  the  ancient  Hebrews^  who  we  have  proved 
had  not  the  fointSy  muft  have  ufed  fome  fuch  method 
of  reading,  and  fo  probably  did  all  the  *oriental  na- 
tions, till  after  the  time  of  Mahomet.  Thus  much  for 
reading  or  pronouncing  the  Hebrew  language,  without 
the  vowel  points.  That  it  may  be  conjlrued  and  under ^ 
ftood  without  their  aid  is  indifputable ;  bccaufe  many 
aShcally  do  thus  underftand,  and  are  able  to  conftrue 
iti    And  that  this  method  of  learning  Hebrew  is,  be- 
yond all  comparifon  cafier  than  the  rabVmical  one,  is 
no  lefs  certain.  The  grammar  of  the  Hebrew  language 
without  points,  is  of  all  others  the  moll  fimple,  cafy, 
and  concife :  the  grammatical  diJtin£tions  are  in  the 
textual  letters  themfelves.     The  various  forms  and 
deflexions  of  nouns  and  verbs  are  in  moll  cafes  abfo- 
lutely  determined  hy  the  letters  of  the  word  itfclf, 
compared  with  the  context.    And  I  ciin  afliire  your 
correfpondent,  and  am  ready  to  prove  it  in  any  par- 
ticular inflance,  that  there  is  not  a  lingle  ambiguous 
expreffion  in  the  Hebrew  Bible,  but  the  fcnfc  of  it 
may  be  determined  in  a  much  better  and  furcr  man7 
ner  than  by  the  poi?tts.    I  mean  by  clofc  attention  to 
the  context,  by  confulting  the  ancient  vci-fions,  and 
efpecially  by  carefully  examining  in  a  concordance  the 

♦  For  neither  the  ancient  Arabic^  Syrlac,  Chaldecy  nor 
Perficy  had  any  vowel  points,  and  the  Samaritan  has  noni^  to 
this  day.    See  Walton*s  Proleg.  III.  §  48. 

3  H  2  ufe 
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ufe  and  fenfe  of  the  expreffion  in  other  texts.  This 
method  will  generally  lead  to  the  true  fenfe  of  a  du- 
bious paflage ;  at  leaft  more  frequently  than  it  can 
be  attained  in  any  ancient  dead  language ;  whereas 
by  confining  oneVfelf  to  the  points,  a  perfon  is  tied 
down  to  the  tradiUonal  interpretation  of  Jewijh  rab- 
bins, the  defcendants  and  fucceflbrs  o(  thofe  who 
had,  thro"  their  traditionSy  made  the  word  of  God  of 
none  effedf  in  our  Saviour  s  time.  But  I  repeat  my  ap- 
peal to  fa£t  and  experiencey  and  of  my  own  know- 
ledge affirm,  that  fevcral  perfons  ha\'e  in  ^few  weeks 
been  taught  the  grammatical  rudiments  of  the  Hebrew 
tongue  without  points^  fo  as  to  be  able  to  proceed  in 
reading  the  original  Scriptures  without  further  afllft- 
ance.  And  there  arc  others  who  hardly  know,  and 
perhaps  never  knew  any  thing  of  the  pointSy  who  yet 
arc  in  truth  great  proficients,  yea  the  greateft  critic^ 
and  matters  in  the  facred  language  now  living. — - 
Should  any  of  your  readers  defire  more  particular  in- 
formation on  this,  which  you  juftly  call  ^n  interefiing 
quefiiqn,  I  would  recommend  to  their  perufal  3i^op 
fFahons  Prolegomena,  ch.  iii,  or  IJupin's  Difcours 
PrelitJiinairefur  la  ^ihky  liv.  ch.  iv,  fed.  2,  or  Miif- 
clefs  Novce*  GranmaticcG  jirgumenta,  ch.  ii.  at  the 
end  of  the  fccond  Volume  :  and  I  thinlf  they  can 
hardly  fail  of  meeting  with  ample  fatisfa(9:ion,  even 
without  having  rccourfe  to  the  more  difFufe  treatifes 
p{  Cappehis  and  Morinus.  J.  P. 

iV.  B. 
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N.  B.  The  foregoing  is  thought  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  the  late  learned  Mr.  Parkhurft,  Author  of  the 
Hebrew  and  Greek  Lexicons,  in  Englifh,  For  its 
value  we  have  thought  it  worth  tranferibing,  from 
the  Chriftian's  Magazine,  for  061. 1760. 
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THE  REAL  CHRISTIAN : 

AN    IRREOULAR   ODE, 

BT   J,    H,    PRINCE. 

THE  Man  that  would  a  Chriftian  be, 
Should  firft  fit  down  and  count  the  coft. 
And  fix  this  ftedfaft  in  his  mind. 
That  he  will  many  troubles  find. 

Yea  find  his  choiceft  wifhes  often  croft« 

Not  what  A^  choofes  muft  he  have, 
Npt  what  he  pleafes  muft  he  do," 

His  will  muft  as  a  cypher  ftand, 
Thb  will  op  God  his  ftandard  be. 

He  muft  fubmit  to  that  alone : 
Not  only  fo,  but  think  it  beft. 
That  God  is  honored,  than  himfelf  careft  : 
When  this  is  once  attained,  he'll  furely  find 
A  calm  contentment,  and  a  quiet  mind, 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  A  YOUTH. 

WHEN  Age,  all-patient,  and  without  regret. 
Lies  down  in  peace,  and  pays  the  gen'r^  debt, 
'Tis  weaknefs  moft  unmanly,  to  deplore 
The  death  of  thofe  who  reli(h  life  no  more. 
But  when  fair  Touthy  that  every  promife  gave. 
Sheds  his  fweet  bloflbms  in  the  blafting  grave. 
All  eyes  o'erflow  with  many  a  ftreaming  tear. 
And  each  fad  bofom  heaves  the  figh  fincere. 
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Page  8  for  eumzs  avwv^  read  ouwas  auoftow 
9  for  ^^pwftw,  read  ^^i«r 
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vcric  for  //  isf  read  h  it 
for  Sot  read  Lo  I 
for  /aws,  read  yaws 
for  his  high,  read  his  exabed  high 
for  is  the  doing,  read  in  the  doing 
for  flavery,  read /row  Aavery 
for  unable  hrw  to,  read  unable  to 
for  Curate,  read  Curate'/ 
for  conAru6^»  read  Mrftm^l 
for  that  that,  read  that  this 
forlocuft,  read  the  locilft 
for  endure/,  read  endured 
for  in  this  nnoft,  read  in  their  moft 
for  than  it,  read  thixt  it 
for  (hew  /0,  read  fliew  the 
for  <u.<ii/  flouriOi,  read  ijooidd  flouri(h 
for  love  the  hu-,  read  love  human 
for  hut  for,  read  for 
for  becaufe,  read  hut  b^aufe 
for  then  is,  read  then  it  is 
for  wilt,  r^  willj 
for  deliver,  read  deliverri 
for  to  ht^  read  to  the 
for  (hall,  read  hut  (hall 
for  nothing,  read  nothingn^ 
for  fancied  to>  read  fancied  myfelf  to 
for  conform,  read  conformable 
for  conform,  read  muft  conform 
for  if  not,  read  if  no  * 

for  infill,  read  inflifted 
for  1787,  read  1784 
for  recommend/,  read  recommend 
for  nor  «evcr,  read  nor  ever 
for  at  as,  read  as  at 
for  of /his,  read  of  his 
for  oi  their 9  read  of  his 
for  one,  read  //  one  * 
for  the  pajfage  in^  read  *word 
for  quettion  to,  read  God,  and  I  *will 
for  Gods  in,  read  Gods,  hoth  in 
for  and  Cods^  read  and  in 
for  I  fay,  read  I /aid 
for  Tflti  Theo/,  read  Tow  Thcoa 
for  being  Gody  read  he'mggood 
for  trans-plural,  read  tr^nsiatedpU 
for  exceped>  read  excep/cd 
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